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Explore the dramatic lives and intertwined destinies of Henry VIII's six queens, whose stories profoundly 
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kings in English history,. He is renowned for his voracious appetites – for food, wine, power ...
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to reverse the English Reformation, which had begun during the reign of her father, King Henry VIII. 
Her attempt to restore to the Church the property confiscated... 62 KB (7,728 words) - 09:36, 9 March 
2024
Edward was initially defiant, but in June 1272 he was the victim of an assassination attempt by a 
member of the Syrian Order of Assassins, supposedly... 124 KB (14,957 words) - 21:17, 15 March 
2024
of various religious changes initiated by Henry VIII, Edward VI and Mary I. Henry VIII had broken from 
the Catholic Church and the authority of the Pope... 61 KB (7,588 words) - 12:45, 10 November 2023
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fluctuation of mood as D-Day approached. Jenkins says that he faced potential victory with much less 
buoyancy than when he defiantly faced the prospect of defeat... 208 KB (23,008 words) - 04:17, 18 
March 2024
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Six Wives

No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His marriages were daring 
and tumultuous and made instant legends of six very different women.

Six Wives

No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His marriages were daring 
and tumultuous, and made instant legends of six very different women. In this remarkable study, David 
Starkey argues that the king was not a depraved philanderer but someone seeking happiness -- and 
a son. Knowingly or not, he elevateda group of women to extraordinary heights and changed the way 
a nation was governed. Six Wives is a masterful work of history that intimately examines the rituals 
of diplomacy, marriage, pregnancy, and religion that were part of daily life for women at the Tudor 
Court. Weaving new facts and fresh interpretations into a spellbinding account of the emotional drama 
surrounding Henry's six marriages, David Starkey reveals the central role that the queens played in 
determining policy. With an equally keen eye for romantic and political intrigue, he brilliantly recaptures 
the story of Henry's wives and the England they ruled.

The Reign of Henry VIII

In this text, David Starkey examines the personalities and politics of Henry VIII in Great Britain during 
the years 1509-1547.

Six Wives: The Queens of Henry

No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His marriages were daring 
and tumultuous, and made instant legends of six very different women. What could make him marry 
six times? In this remarkable new study, David Starkey argues that the king was not a depraved 
philanderer, but someone seeking happiness -- and a son. Knowingly or not, he empowered a group of 
women to extraordinary heights and changed the way a nation was governed. Henry took his first bride, 
Catherine of Aragon, when he was seventeen. They lasted twenty-four years together, but Catherine 
suffered through many miscarriages and failed to produce a male heir. Henry then fell in love with 
Anne Boleyn, the mother of Elizabeth I. Their relationship transformed England forever, but Henry had 
Anne beheaded and married his next wife, Jane Seymour, on the very day of Anne's execution. At 
last, Seymour gave birth to Henry's longed-for son, Edward VI. What followed was a farcical beauty 
contest which ended in the King's brief marriage to the "mare of Flanders," Anne of Cleves. Finally, 
there were the two Catherines: Catherine Howard, the flirtatious teenager whose adulteries made a 
fool of the aging king and who was the second bride to lose her head; and Catherine Parr, the shrewd, 
religiously radical bluestocking who outlived him. "Six Wives is a masterful work of history that intimately 
examines the rituals of diplomacy, marriage, pregnancy and religion that were part of daily life for 
women at the Tudor Court. Weaving new facts and fresh interpretations into a spellbinding account of 
the emotional drama surrounding Henry's six marriages, David Starkey reveals the central role that 
thequeens played in determining policy. With an equally keen eye for romantic and political intrigue, he 
brilliantly recaptures the story of Henry's wives and the England they ruled.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII

One of the most powerful monarchs in British history, Henry VIII ruled England in unprecedented 
splendour. In this remarkable composite biography, Alison Weir brings Henry's six wives vividly to life, 
revealing each as a distinct and compelling personality in her own right. Drawing upon the rich fund 
of documentary material from the Tudor period, The Six Wives of Henry VIII shows us a court where 
personal needs frequently influenced public events and where a life of gorgeously ritualised pleasure 
was shot through with ambition, treason and violence. 'At last we have the truth about Henry VIII's 
wives. This book is as reliable and scholarly as it is readable' Evening Standard

Henry: Virtuous Prince

Bestselling royal historian David Starkey’s captivating biography is a radical re-evaluation of Henry VIII, 
the British monarchy’s most enduring icon.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII



The marital ups and downs of England's most infamous king.

Henry VIII

A book published to accompany a major British Library exhibition and the 500th anniversary of Henry 
VIII's accession to the throne.

Six Wives - Queens of Henry VIII Proof

An abused child, yet confident of her destiny to reign, a woman in a man's world, passionately sexual 
-- though, as she maintained, a virgin -- Elizabeth I was to be famed as England's most successful 
ruler. This brilliant new biography, by concentrating on the formative early years -- from her birth in 
1533 to her accession in 1558 -- shows how her experiences of danger and adventure formed her 
remarkable character and shaped her opinions and beliefs. A uniquely absorbing tale of one young 
woman's turbulent, courageous and seemingly impossible journey towards the throne, it is the story 
of the making of a queen. In growing up, Elizabeth experienced every vicissitude of fortune and every 
extreme of condition. She was three years old at the time of her mother's execution; when she was 
a young woman, her step-father cut her dress off of her with a knife. She had been Princess and 
inheritrix of England -- then bastardized and disinherited. At sixteen she was the head of a great 
princely household. Yet she was also an accused traitor on the verge of execution. Amid all this, she 
had mastered the most advanced classical curriculum of the day. But it was her lessons in the school 
of life that mattered more -- and that taught her her humanity. David Starkey re-creates a host of 
extravagant characters, madcap schemes and tragic plots, while using original documents to point up 
the importance ofthe rituals of power and life at court. He writes with exceptional clarity about religion 
and constitutional history. Elizabeth, whose own Protestant faith was personal and sophisticated, was 
extremely judicious in her handling of Reform, as in her choice of advisors and councilors. Here, too, 
is a fresh view of the famous rivalry between the daughters of Henry VIII: the pious Catholic Mary 
and her clever sister. While Elizabeth remained utterly devoted to her father, she was also determined 
not to lose her opportunity for power -- and not to make the same mistakes as Mary. The skill with 
which she achieved her goal proved to be a sign that England had reached a watershed moment in its 
history. Starkey's close attention to detail and vivid storytelling ability combine to produce a narrative of 
these extraordinary years that reads like a novel. Meticulously researched and enormously compelling, 
Elizabeth is a masterpiece of biography.

Elizabeth

The highly-anticipated biography of Henry VIII. The significance of his reign is, at times, overshadowed 
by his six marriages. This book, however, will look beyond the marriages to explore the man, his 
obsessions, his life and his legacy.

Henry

An exploration of the British monarchy from the retreat of the Romans up until the modern day. This 
compendium volume of two earlier books is fully revised and updated.

Crown and Country: A History of England through the Monarchy

"In this new book, James P. Carley, a leading scholar in the emerging field of book history, describes 
Henry VIII's libraries and shows their key role in providing a more intimate understanding of this 
seemingly familiar monarch and his consorts. The books of the wives, moreover, show them to have 
been as independent and innovative as the king himself. The extensive illustrations allow us to examine 
both the bindings and the contents of the collection, and also provide us with examples of his immediate 
voice in the form of the marginalia that he inserted into his books."--BOOK JACKET.

The Books of King Henry VIII and His Wives

An abused child, yet confident of her destiny to reign, a woman in a man's world, passionately 
sexual—though, as she maintained, a virgin—Elizabeth I is famed as England's most successful ruler. 
David Starkey's brilliant new biography concentrates on Elizabeth's formative years—from her birth in 
1533 to her accession in 1558—and shows how the experiences of danger and adventure formed 
her remarkable character and shaped her opinions and beliefs. From princess and heir-apparent 
to bastardized and disinherited royal, accused traitor to head of the princely household, Elizabeth 



experienced every vicissitude of fortune and extreme of condition—and rose above it all to reign during 
a watershed moment in history. A uniquely absorbing tale of one young woman's turbulent, courageous, 
and seemingly impossible journey toward the throne, Elizabeth is the exhilarating story of the making 
of a queen.

Elizabeth

To coincide with the Channel 4 series to be aired at the end of this year – David Starkey's ‘Monarchy’ 
charts the rise of the British monarchy from the War of the Roses, the English Civil War and the 
Georgians, right up until the present day monarchs of the 20th Century.

Monarchy: From the Middle Ages to Modernity

An exploration of the British monarchy from the retreat of the Romans up until the modern day. With 
a new chapter on Royal Weddings - this is essential reading for those who want to understand more 
about how monarchy has shaped the British nation. The monarchy is one of Britain's most venerable 
and revered institutions - but also one of its most tumultuous. In this substantially revised, updated and 
expanded compendium of two earlier volumes, David Starkey charts its roller-coaster history, starting 
with the warring tribal kings who continued to exercise their sway under the Romans. New material on 
the late Middle Ages and the Wars of the Roses brings the story to the turbulent reign of the Tudors and 
on through the chaos of the Civil War that first unseated and then beheaded a king. The Republic that 
followed Charles I's execution smashed the Imperial Crown and attempted to eradicate the word 'king' 
from the language. For a time, it seemed the throne itself had died with its most recent occupant. And 
yet, vulnerable though it had been shown to be, the monarchy also proved surprisingly resilient. Starkey 
brings the tempestuous story up to the present, guiding us through the abdication of Edward VIII and 
the dissolution of the marriage between Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer, with a new chapter 
on the marriage of Prince William and Kate Middleton, royal weddings and the future of monarchy. 
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occupant. And yet, vulnerable though it had been shown to be, the monarchy also proved surprisingly 
resilient. Starkey brings the tempestuous story up to the present, guiding us through the abdication of 
Edward VIII and the dissolution of the marriage between Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer, with 
a new chapter on the marriage of Prince William and Kate Middleton, royal weddings and the future of 
monarchy.

Crown and Country: the Kings and Queens of England: a History

The visitor's companion to the palaces, castles and houses associated with Henry VIII's six wives

In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII

'1536' focuses on a pivotal year in the life of Henry VIII, revealing a fuller portrait of this complex monarch 
and detailing the finer shades of humanity that have so long been overlooked.

1536

For a King renowned for his love life, Henry VIII has traditionally been depicted as something of a 
prude, but the story may have been different for the women who shared his bed. How did they take 
the leap from courtier to lover, to wife? What was Henry really like as a lover? Henry's women were 
uniquely placed to experience the tension between his chivalric ideals and the lusts of the handsome, 
tall, athletic king; his first marriage, to Catherine of Aragon, was on one level a fairy-tale romance, but 
his affairs with Anne Stafford, Elizabeth Carew and Jane Popincourt undermined it early on. Later, his 
more established mistresses, Bessie Blount and Mary Boleyn, risked their good names by bearing 
him illegitimate children. Typical of his time, Henry did not see that casual liaisons might threaten his 



marriage, until he met the one woman who held him at arm's length. The arrival of Anne Boleyn changed 
everything. Her seductive eyes helped rewrite history. After their passionate marriage turned sour, the 
king rapidly remarried to Jane Seymour. Henry was a man of great appetites, ready to move heaven 
and earth for a woman he desired; Licence readdresses the experiences of his wives and mistresses 
in this frank, modern take on the affairs of his heart. What was it really like to be Mrs Henry VIII?

The Six Wives and Many Mistresses of Henry VIII

For the kings and queens of England, a trumpet fanfare or crash of cymbals could be as vital a weapon 
as a cannon. Showcasing a monarch’s power, prestige and taste, music has been the lifeblood of 
many a royal dynasty. From sacred choral works to soaring symphonies, Music and Monarchy looks 
at how England’s character was shaped by its music. To David Starkey and Katie Greening, works like 
Handel’s Water Music and Tallis’s Mass for Four Voices were more than entertainment – they were 
pieces signalling political intent, wealth and ambition. Starkey and Greening examine England’s most 
iconic musical works to demonstrate how political power has been a part of musical composition for 
centuries. Many of our current musical motifs of nationhood, whether it’s the Last Night of the Proms 
or football terraces erupting in song, have their origins in the way the crown has shaped the national 
soundtrack. Published to coincide with a major BBC series, Music and Monarchy is not a book about 
music. It is a history of England written in music, from our leading royal historian.

David Starkey's Music and Monarchy

A major new biography of the most infamous king of England.

Henry VIII

Monarchy is more than the biographies of the kings and queens of England. It is an in-depth examination 
of what the English monarchy has meant, in terms of the expression of the individual, the Mother of 
Parliaments, Magna Charta, the laws of England and the land of England. This is the history of ideas and 
ideals, as well as colourful characters, brought to life by David Starkey's unique gifts as a communicator. 
David Starkey's scholarship combines with his engaging and popular style to produce another winner. 
The importance of the rich heritage of the Anglo-Saxon kings is underlined, and among the kings most 
heavily featured are: Alfred the Great, Canute, Edward the Confessor, William the Conqueror, Henry 
II, Richard Lionheart, Henry III, . The last king in this volume is Henry VI

The Monarchy of England: The beginnings

Divorced, Beheaded, Survived takes a revisionist look at 16th-century English politics (domestic and 
otherwise), reinterpreting the historical record in perceptive new ways. For example, it shows Ann 
Boleyn not as a seductress, but as a sophisticate who for years politely suffered what we would now 
label royal sexual harassment.

Divorced, Beheaded, Survived

"The family drama of England's wealthiest and most powerful king. A tale of jealousy, mutual distrust, 
and often bitter sibling rivalry, simmering beneath the magnificent pageantry and stormy politics of the 
Tudor court."--Back cover.

The Children of Henry VIII

Review: "In this groundbreaking new biography, G.W. Bernard offers a fresh portrait of one of England's 
most captivating queens. Through a wide-ranging forensic examination of sixteenth-century sources, 
Bernard reconsiders Boleyn's girlhood, her experience at the French court, the nature of her rela-
tionship with Henry and the authenticity of her evangelical sympathies. He depicts Anne Boleyn as 
a captivating, intelligent and highly sexual woman whose attractions Henry resisted for years until 
marriage could ensure legitimacy for their offspring." "He shows that it was Henry, not Anne, who 
developed the ideas that led to the break with Rome. And, most radically, he argues that the allegations 
of adultery that led to Anne's execution in the Tower could he close to the truth."--BOOK JACKET

Anne Boleyn



Survive alongside Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, and the rest of King Henry VIII’s ill-fated wives 
with this witty book of essential life advice, history, and trivia—the perfect handbook for fans of the hit 
musical Six. Get the inside scoop from some of the toughest women in English history, as ex-wives, 
mothers, and daughters of King Henry VIII dish out all their survival secrets in this humorous guide 
to life. With a bit of sarcasm and friendly charm, each of these legendary ladies explains how their 
16th-century hard-earned lessons (from living with unstable men to stifling Tudor traditions) apply to 
21st-century dating, marriage, and feminism. Written from the perspectives of each of the different 
women around Henry VIII, you’ll get the facts from the Queen Mother and the less-remembered but no 
less important Anne of Cleves, Katherine Howard, and more. With must-know historical trivia alongside 
wise life advice, Don’t Lose Your Head is the perfect survival guide for fans obsessed with Broadway’s 
latest historical pop musical Six, as well as anyone fascinated by British royalty and culture.

Don't Lose Your Head

A woman in a man's world, confident of her destiny to reign, intensely intelligent, passionately sexual 
yet (she said) a virgin, Elizabeth was to become England's most successful ruler. Finding her way 
through the labyrinthine plots that surrounded the court, she had to live by her wits, surrounded by 
betrayal and suspicion, not knowing who to trust with her desire to be queen, or her desire to be a 
lover...

Elizabeth

'An impressive revisionist biography' The Times Looming out of the encroaching darkness of the 
February evening was London Bridge, still ornamented with the severed heads of Thomas Culpeper 
and Francis Dereham; the terrible price they had paid for suspected intimacy with the queen. Katherine 
now reached the Tower of London, her final destination. Katherine Howard was the fifth wife of Henry 
VIII and cousin to the executed Anne Boleyn. She first came to court as a young girl of fourteen, but 
even prior to that her fate had been sealed and she was doomed to die. She was beheaded in 1542 
for crimes of adultery and treason, in one of the most sensational scandals of the Tudor age. The 
traditional story of Henry VIII's fifth queen dwells on her sexual exploits before she married the king, 
and her execution is seen as her just dessert for having led an abominable life. However, the true story 
of Katherine Howard could not be more different. Far from being a dark tale of court factionalism and 
conspiracy, Katherine's story is one of child abuse, family ambition, religious conflict and political and 
sexual intrigue. It is also a tragic love story. A bright, kind and intelligent young woman, Katherine was 
fond of clothes and dancing, yet she also had a strong sense of duty and tried to be a good wife to 
Henry. She handled herself with grace and queenly dignity to the end, even as the barge carrying her on 
her final journey drew up at the Tower of London, where she was to be executed for high treason. Little 
more than a child in a man's world, she was the tragic victim of those who held positions of authority 
over her, and from whose influence she was never able to escape.

Six Queens

Gladys Malvern uses her celebrated talent for prose to share the stories of Henry VIII's wives with 
immense personality and captivating drama. Henry VIII was married to six women during his reign 
as the King of England. Gladys Malvern characterizes them as The Saint (Catherine of Aragon); The 
Egotist (Anne Boleyn); The Diplomat (Jane Seymour); The Housewife (Anne of Cleves); The Coquette 
(Catherine Howard); and The Mother (Catherine Parr). Malvern masterfully tells each of their personal 
histories and how they intertwined through rivalry, vying for power, political maneuvering, and the 
hardships of losing favor with the man that seceded the Church of England from Rome for a divorce.

Katherine Howard

Retha Warnicke's fascinating and controversial reinterpretation focuses on the sexual intrigues and 
family politics pervading the court, offering a new explanation of Anne's fall.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII

Romantic, chaotic and terrifying, Catherine Parr's life unfolds like a romance novel. Married at seven-
teen to the grandson of a confirmed lunatic and widowed at twenty, Catherine chose a Yorkshire lord 
twice her age as her second husband. Caught up in the turbulent terrors of the Pilgrimage of Grace in 
1536, she was captured by northern rebels, held hostage and suffered violence at their hands. Fleeing 



to the south shortly afterward, Catherine took refuge in the household of Princess Mary and in the 
arms of the king's brother-in-law, Sir Thomas Seymour. Her employment in Mary's household brought 
her to the attention of Mary's father, the unpredictable, often-wed Henry VIII. Desperately in love with 
Seymour, Catherine was forced into marriage with a king whose passion for her could not be hidden 
and who was determined to make her his queen.

The Rise and Fall of Anne Boleyn

Antonia Fraser's bestselling biography of Henry VIII's six wives; a subject of enduring fascination. The 
six wives of Henry VIII - Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anna of Cleves, Katherine 
Howard and Catherine Parr - have become defined in a popular sense not so much by their lives as 
by the way these lives ended. But, as Antonia Fraser conclusively proves, they were rich and feisty 
characters. They may have been victims of Henry's obsession with a male heir, but they were not willing 
victims. On the contrary, they displayed considerable strength and intelligence at a time when their sex 
supposedly possessed little of either.

Catherine Parr

'A soaring account of the months that transformed a messy feudal squabble into Magna Carta...his crisp 
storytelling, based around short chapters and rolling rhetoric, is extremely entertaining.' Dan Jones, 
Mail on Sunday 'I thoroughly enjoyed this book. Good history is descriptive, narrative and analytical. 
This is good history.' Gerard DeGroot, The Times At Runnymede, on the banks of the River Thames, on 
15 June 1215, the seal of King John was attached to the Magna Carta, and peace descended upon the 
land. Or that's what successive generations have believed. But is it true? And have we been persuaded 
(or persuaded ourselves) that the events of 15 June 1215 not only ended a civil war between the king 
and the barons but - as if by magic - established a British constitution beloved and copied throughout 
the world? Often viewed as a victory for the people over the monarchy and a cornerstone of democracy, 
the true significance of Magna Carta is misunderstood and misrepresented. In Magna Carta: The 
True Story Behind the Charter, David Starkey paints a vivid portrait of the years 1215-1225, ten 
revolutionary years of huge significance that produced not one but four charters. Peopled by colourful 
historical figures - John, the boy-king Henry, Pope Innocent III, Archbishop Stephen Langton, William 
Marshal - Starkey tells a story of treachery and idealism, politics and peace-making that is surprising 
and enthralling. Informative, entertaining and controversial, Magna Carta: The True Story Behind the 
Charter challenges centuries of myth-making to demonstrate how important it is we understand the 
true significance of that day beside the Thames, over eight hundred years ago.

The Six Wives Of Henry VIII

The New York Times bestselling history of the legendary six wives of Henry VIII--from the acclaimed 
author of Marie Antoinette. Under Antonia Fraser's intent scrutiny, Catherine of Aragon emerges as a 
scholar-queen who steadfastly refused to grant a divorce to her royal husband; Anne Boleyn is absolved 
of everything but a sharp tongue and an inability to produce a male heir; and Catherine Parr is revealed 
as a religious reformer with the good sense to tack with the treacherous winds of the Tudor court. And 
we gain fresh understanding of Jane Seymour's circumspect wisdom, the touching dignity of Anna of 
Cleves, and the youthful naivete that led to Katherine Howard's fatal indiscretions. The Wives of Henry 
VIII interweaves passion and power, personality and politics, into a superb work of history.

Magna Carta

Take a journey to a vanished world with the ADVENTURES IN TIME series - stories so exciting you 
won't believe they're all true 'Winter has come; and in a far distant land, a warrior queen is expecting a 
child...' Step through these pages into the Tudor world: a dangerous place, where one miss-step could 
cost your life. Through the eyes of Henry VIII's six very different queens, from a brave Spanish princess 
to a wise English widow, historian Dominic Sandbrook takes us on a thrilling journey through the twists 
and turns of a dramatic age. For no one is safe from the wheel of fortune: it can take you from a golden 
throne to the Tower of London... The Adventures in Time series brings the past alive for twenty-first 
century children. These stories are every bit as exciting as those of Harry Potter or Matilda Wormwood. 
The only difference is they actually happened...

The Wives of Henry VIII



A glorious account of the life of the Spanish infanta who became Queen of England and changed the 
course of Tudor history.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII

England July 1540: it is one of the hottest summers on record and the court of Henry VIII is embroiled, 
once again, in political scandal. Anne Cleves is out. Thomas Cromwell is to be executed and, in the 
countryside, an aristocratic teenager named Catherine Howard prepares to become fifth wife to the 
increasingly unpredictable monarch... In the five centuries since her death, Catherine Howard has 
been dismissed as 'a wanton', 'inconsequential' or a naive victim of her ambitious family, but the story 
of her rise and fall offers not only a terrifying and compelling story of an attractive, vivacious young 
woman thrown onto the shores of history thanks to a king's infatuation, but an intense portrait of Tudor 
monarchy in microcosm: how royal favour was won, granted, exercised, displayed, celebrated and, at 
last, betrayed and lost. The story of Catherine Howard is both a very dark fairy tale and a gripping 
political scandal.

Adventures in Time: The Six Wives of Henry VIII

Seventeen-year-old Henry VIII was 'a youngling, he cares for nothing but girls and hunting.' Over the 
years, this didn't change much. Henry was considered a demi-god by his subjects, so each woman he 
chose was someone who had managed to stand out in a crowd of stunning ladies. Looking good was 
not enough (indeed, many of Henry's lovers were considered unattractive); she had to have something 
extra special to keep the king's interest. And Henry's women were every bit as intriguing as the man 
himself. In this book, Henry's mistresses are rescued from obscurity. The sixteenth century was a time 
of profound changes in religion and society across Europe – and some of Henry's lovers were at the 
forefront of influencing these events. Kelly Hart gives an excellent insight into the love life of our most 
popular king, and the twelve women who knew the man behind the mask.

Catherine of Aragon

Young and Damned and Fair
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