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Diary Of A Ypres Nun
#Ypres nun diary #First World War nun #WWI Belgian history #wartime personal account #nursing in WWI 

Explore the poignant wartime personal account from a Ypres nun diary, offering a unique glimpse into 
daily life and profound challenges faced during the First World War. This compelling narrative provides 
invaluable WWI Belgian history insights, detailing the resilience and faith of women, potentially even 
nursing in WWI, amidst the conflict in one of its most devastated regions.

Our thesis archive continues to grow with new academic contributions every semester.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Wartime Nun Memoir you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Wartime Nun Memoir, available at no cost.

Diary of a Ypres Nun

The Diary of Soeur Marguerite of the Sisters of Lamotte Suffering and Sacrifice in the First World War. 
The campaign in Flanders, with its successive battles, would be the longest of the Great War and 
the costliest in terms of human life. At the centre of the fearful and prolonged barrages of shelling by 
the military of both sides lay the town of Ypres, known for its Cloth Hall and cathedral, its butter and 
its lace -- now to be blasted to infamy as an indelible symbol of suffering and sacrifice and wanton 
destruction. The underground passageways of the towns ancient fortifications provided shelter for the 
trapped townspeople. In desperate circumstances courageous and selfless individuals administered 
medical attention, distributed food and clothing, provided milk for babies and set up orphanages and 
schools for children. Some of these volunteers, such as the Friends' Ambulance Unit (FAU), came from 
afar, whilst others already formed an essential part of the moral and social fibre of the beleaguered 
town: these included the local priest, Camille Delaere, and the nuns who lent him their support. The 
cures indefatigable assistant was the young nun Soeur Marguerite of the Sisters of Lamotte, and it is 
her daily journal that became The Diary of an Ypres Nun. Originally published in French in 1917, this 
harrowing yet sometimes surprisingly humorous account of events in the besieged and battered town 
of Ypres was written between October 1914 and May 1915, as she worked alongside the FAU and 
Father Delaere, to bring comfort and succour to the suffering civilian population.

Diary of a Ypres Nun, October 1914-May 1915

The campaign in Flanders, with its successive battles, would be the longest of the Great War and 
the costliest in terms of human life. At the centre of the fearful and prolonged barrages of shelling by 
the military of both sides lay the town of Ypres, known for its Cloth Hall and cathedral, its butter and 
its lace-now to be blasted into infamy as an indelible symbol of suffering and sacrifice and wanton 
destruction. The underground passageways of the town's ancient fortifications provided shelter for the 
trapped townspeople. In desperate circumstances courageous and selfless individuals administered 
medical attention, distributed food and clothing, provided milk for babies and set up orphanages and 
schools for children. Some of these volunteers, such as the Friends' Ambulance Unit (FAU), came from 
afar, whilst others already formed an essential part of the moral and social fibre of the beleaguered 
town: these included the local priest, Camille Delaere, and the nuns who lent him their support. The 
cure's indefatigable assistant was the young nun Soeur Marguerite of the Sisters of Lamotte, and it 
is her daily journal that became The Diary of an Ypres Nun. Originally published in French in 1917, 
this harrowing yet sometimes surprisingly humorous account of events in the besieged and battered 
town of Ypres was written between October 1914 and May 1915, as she worked alongside the FAU 
and Father Delaere, to bring comfort and succour to the suffering civilian population. [Subject: WWI, 
Military History, French History]

A Nun, a Convent, and the German Occupation of Belgium
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World War I has been recorded from many points of view: correspondent, poet, politician, and soldier. 
Comments from a nun living in a foreign country during the hostilities, however, can provide new 
insights. Isoline Jones was born in 1876 in England, and attended the boarding school at Tildonk, 
Belgium, run by the Ursuline sisters. She eventually converted to Roman Catholicism from Anglicanism 
and made her perpetual vows in 1907 as a member of the Ursuline community. Her religious name was 
Mother Marie Georgine. In August 1914, German forces invaded Belgium and occupied the convent 
and school, and her impressions of the war years are preserved in a series of letters written in the form 
of a diary. The siege of Antwerp, the plight of refugees, interaction with the German soldiers, and the 
hectic daily life of the convent were recorded by Mother Marie Georgine. Events occurring throughout 
Belgium did not escape her attention, and she did not avoid describing the brutality of war. Although 
sections of her diary have appeared in print, this is the first publication of Mother Marie Georgine's 
entire diary. Her impressions of World War I offer new perspectives on this tragic event.

The Irish Nuns at Ypres; An Episode of the War

The Irish Nuns at Ypres; An Episode of the War, has been considered an important book throughout 
the human history. So that this work is never forgotten we have made efforts in its preservation by 
republishing this book in a modern format for present and future generations. The whole book has 
been reformatted, retyped and designed. This book is not made of scanned copies and hence the text 
is clear and readable.

The Irish Nuns at Ypres

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.

The Irish Nuns at Ypres

Two accounts of faith and humanity The 'storm of war' is apt epithet for conflict. Mankind dominates the 
planet and his science and ingenuity can raise great structures, transform landscapes and traverse the 
skies and oceans. Yet against the most extreme forces of nature all this means nothing. So it is with 
warfare on a global scale for once it has been unleashed, its tidal wave envelopes not only armies and 
territories, but everything and everyone in it's path. Civilian populations are always those who suffer 
most and no way of life is spared or immune. This book-containing two different but complementary 
accounts-concerns the gentle ladies of the Church who were caught up in the brutality of the First 
World War and who were diverted from their lives of prayer by its suffering. The first account concerns 
the Irish nuns of the Royal Benedictine Abbey at Ypres-a city which, as all who know anything of the 
history of the Great War realise, was enveloped in the earliest weeks of war and remained a place of 
peril and destruction. The nuns endured great privations in order to stay in their historic home and be 
able to offer relief to all those in need. Theirs is a moving story of faith and determination and is an 
essential chapter in the history of the First World War. The second text here, by a nun of the Convent 
of the Daughters of Mary, Willebroeck, near Antwerp-which was also the home of a boarding school 
for young girls-is another vital first hand account telling of the terrible months of 1914 as the German 
army swept through Belgium. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not facsimiles; each title is 
available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; our hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold 
foil lettering on their spines and fabric head and tail bands.

Diary of a Nun

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 



believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Little Nun

The Quaker World is an outstanding, comprehensive and lively introduction to this complex Christian 
denomination. Exploring the global reach of the Quaker community, the book begins with a discussion 
of the living community, as it is now, in all its diversity and complexity. The book covers well-known 
areas of Quaker development, such as the formation of Liberal Quakerism in North America, alongside 
topics which have received much less scholarly attention in the past, such as the history of Quakers 
in Bolivia and the spread of Quakerism in Western Kenya. It includes over sixty chapters by a 
distinguished international and interdisciplinary team of contributors and is organised into three clear 
parts: Global Quakerism Spirituality Embodiment Within these sections, key themes are examined, 
including global Quaker activity, significant Quaker movements, biographies of key religious figures, 
important organisations, pacifism, politics, the abolition of slavery, education, industry, human rights, 
racism, refugees, gender, disability, sexuality and environmentalism. The Quaker World provides an 
authoritative and accessible source of information on all topics important to Quaker Studies. As such, 
it is essential reading for students studying world religions, Christianity and comparative religion, and 
it will also be of interest to those in related fields such as sociology, political science, anthropology and 
ethics.

The Irish Nuns of Ypres, an Episode of the War ...

World War I has been recorded from many points of view: correspondent, poet, politician, and soldier. 
Comments from a nun living in a foreign country during the hostilities, however, can provide new 
insights. Isoline Jones was born in 1876 in England, and attended the boarding school at Tildonk, 
Belgium, run by the Ursuline sisters. She eventually converted to Roman Catholicism from Anglicanism 
and made her perpetual vows in 1907 as a member of the Ursuline community. Her religious name was 
Mother Marie Georgine. In August 1914, German forces invaded Belgium and occupied the convent 
and school, and her impressions of the war years are preserved in a series of letters written in the form 
of a diary. The siege of Antwerp, the plight of refugees, interaction with the German soldiers, and the 
hectic daily life of the convent were recorded by Mother Marie Georgine. Events occurring throughout 
Belgium did not escape her attention, and she did not avoid describing the brutality of war. Although 
sections of her diary have appeared in print, this is the first publication of Mother Marie Georgine's 
entire diary. Her impressions of World War I offer new perspectives on this tragic event.

Nuns & the Great War 1914-18-The Irish Nuns at Ypres by D. M. C. & from Convent to Conflict Or a 
Nun's Account of the Invasion of Belgium by Sister M

The battle for Ypres in October and November 1914 represented the last opportunity for open, mobile 
warfare on the Western Front. In the first study of First Ypres for almost 40 years, Ian Beckett draws on 
a wide range of sources never previously used to reappraise the conduct of the battle, its significance 
and its legacy.

Diary of a Nun

In 1914, Ypres was a sleepy Belgian city admired for its magnificent Gothic architecture. The arrival 
of the rival armies in October 1914 transformed it into a place known throughout the world, each of 
the combatants associating the place with it its own particular palette of values and imagery. It is now 
at the heart of First World War battlefield tourism, with much of its economy devoted to serving the 
interests of visitors from across the world. The surrounding countryside is dominated by memorials, 
cemeteries, and museums, many of which were erected in the 1920s and 1930s, but the number 
of which are being constantly added to as fascination with the region increases. Mark Connelly and 
Stefan Goebel explore the ways in which Ypres has been understood and interpreted by Britain and 
the Commonwealth, Belgium, France, and Germany, including the variants developed by the Nazis, 
looking at the ways in which different groups have struggled to impose their own narratives on the 
city and the region around it. They explore the city's growth as a tourist destination and examine the 
sometimes tricky relationship between local people and battlefield visitors, on the spectrum between 
respectful pilgrims and tourists seeking shocks and thrills. The result of new and extensive archival 



research across a number of countries, this new volume in the Great Battles series offers an innovative 
overview of the development of a critical site of Great War memory.

Quaker Women, 1800–1920

The Friends' Ambulance Unit (FAU) was created shortly after the outbreak of war. The idea of the unit's 
founder, Philip J. Baker, was that it would provide young Friends (Quakers) with the opportunity to 
serve their country without sacrificing their pacifist principles. The first volunteers went to Belgium on 
31 October 1914, under the auspices of the Joint War Committee of the British Red Cross Society 
and the Order of St John of Jerusalem. The FAU made a sustained contribution to the military medical 
services of the Allied nations, establishing military hospitals, running ambulance convoys, and staffing 
hospital ships and ambulance trains, treating and transporting wounded men. Determined to bring 
succour to all those in need, the FAU also assisted civilians trapped in the war zone and living in 
desperate circumstances. Nowhere was this more acute than in the besieged and battered town of 
Ypres where thousands sheltered in the underground passage-ways of the towns ancient fortifications 
-- a subterranean population, 'hopeless, often lightless,' wrote Geoffrey Young, the Units young field 
commander, living on what they might and breeding disease. The Unit provided hospitals for the 
treatment of civilians, and worked intensively in the containment and treatment of the typhoid epidemic 
that swept the region, locating sufferers, providing them with medical care, and inoculating people 
against the disease. It played a major role in the purification of the town's contaminated drinking water, 
distributed milk for infants and food and clothing to the sick and needy. It helped found orphanages, 
made provision for schooling and organised gainful employment for refugees until, finally, it became 
responsible for the definitive evacuations of the civilian population.

The Quaker World

For one hundred years, Kylemore Abbey has been home to the Irish Benedictine nuns, whose 
monastery in Flanders was destroyed during the First World War. Known in continental Europe as the 
Irish Dames of Ypres, the community was founded in 1665 and provided education to the daughters 
of elite Irish Catholics during the penal era. On arriving in Connemara in 1920, the Benedictines 
established a monastery and opened a boarding school. This book provides the first fully illustrated 
account of the Irish Benedictines and their monastery at Kylemore. It also charts the fascinating history 
of the castle, built by Mitchell Henry and later home to the Duke and Duchess of Manchester. The 
stunningly beautiful castle became a national landmark in the nineteenth century. The twentieth century 
saw the Benedictines develop the gardens, restore the Gothic Chapel and open the castle to the public. 
Meticulously researched with material from the Kylemore archives, this book provides a compelling 
account of a unique part of Irish history, while the images capture the life of the nuns, and the savage 
beauty of Kylemore and its surroundings under the Diamond Mountain.

A Nun, a Convent, and the German Occupation of Belgium

The fascinating life of Frances Jennings, elder sister of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, charting 
her marriages and changes of fortune, her exile and return, her ambition, political manoeuvring and 
sincere piety.Frances Jennings, elder sister of Sarah, duchess of Marlborough, had an interesting 
and eventful life, most notably as the influential wife of Richard Talbot, earl of Tyrconnell, Catholic 
viceroy of Ireland under James II. Born circa 1649 into a Hertfordshire gentry family, she was a noted 
beauty at the Restoration court. There, she met and married George Hamilton, a Catholic officer 
who, after 1667, served in Louis XIV's army. In Paris, Frances raised three daughters, converted to 
Catholicism, and became an active member of the English Catholic émigré community. Following 
Hamilton's death, she remarried to Richard Talbot. As vicereine of Ireland, Frances helped re-establish 
Catholic hegemony, assisting in the foundation of convents and re-consecration of Christ Church 
cathedral. During the Williamite-Jacobite War in Ireland (1689-91), Frances fled to James II's exiled 
court in France. In 1691, she received word that her husband, now Jacobite duke of Tyrconnell, had 
died. Attainted for high treason, she used the Marlboroughs' influence to recover her Irish estates. In 
1708, she returned to Dublin, where she died in 1731. Highlighting Frances's political manoeuvrings, 
religious identity and deep family attachments, this book portrays a complex and contested figure, a 
woman who acted on multiple stages, in diverse roles, challenging expectations of rank, gender, and 
'nationality' in unexpected ways.te-Jacobite War in Ireland (1689-91), Frances fled to James II's exiled 
court in France. In 1691, she received word that her husband, now Jacobite duke of Tyrconnell, had 
died. Attainted for high treason, she used the Marlboroughs' influence to recover her Irish estates. In 



1708, she returned to Dublin, where she died in 1731. Highlighting Frances's political manoeuvrings, 
religious identity and deep family attachments, this book portrays a complex and contested figure, a 
woman who acted on multiple stages, in diverse roles, challenging expectations of rank, gender, and 
'nationality' in unexpected ways.te-Jacobite War in Ireland (1689-91), Frances fled to James II's exiled 
court in France. In 1691, she received word that her husband, now Jacobite duke of Tyrconnell, had 
died. Attainted for high treason, she used the Marlboroughs' influence to recover her Irish estates. In 
1708, she returned to Dublin, where she died in 1731. Highlighting Frances's political manoeuvrings, 
religious identity and deep family attachments, this book portrays a complex and contested figure, a 
woman who acted on multiple stages, in diverse roles, challenging expectations of rank, gender, and 
'nationality' in unexpected ways.te-Jacobite War in Ireland (1689-91), Frances fled to James II's exiled 
court in France. In 1691, she received word that her husband, now Jacobite duke of Tyrconnell, had 
died. Attainted for high treason, she used the Marlboroughs' influence to recover her Irish estates. In 
1708, she returned to Dublin, where she died in 1731. Highlighting Frances's political manoeuvrings, 
religious identity and deep family attachments, this book portrays a complex and contested figure, 
a woman who acted on multiple stages, in diverse roles, challenging expectations of rank, gender, 
and 'nationality' in unexpected ways.achments, this book portrays a complex and contested figure, a 
woman who acted on multiple stages, in diverse roles, challenging expectations of rank, gender, and 
'nationality' in unexpected ways.

Ypres

For as far back as school registers can take us, the most prestigious education available to any 
Irish child was to be found outside Ireland. Catholics of Consequence traces, for the first time, the 
transnational education, careers, and lives of more than two thousand Irish boys and girls who attended 
Catholic schools in England, France, Belgium, and elsewhere in the second half of the nineteenth 
century. There was a long tradition of Irish Anglicans, Protestants, and Catholics sending their children 
abroad for the majority of their formative years. However, as the cultural nationalism of the Irish revival 
took root at the end of the nineteenth century, Irish Catholics who sent their children to school in Britain 
were accused of a pro-Britishness that crystallized into still recognisable terms of insult such as West 
Briton, Castle Catholic, Squireen, and Seoinin. This concept has an enduring resonance in Ireland, but 
very few publications have ever interrogated it. Catholics of Consequence endeavours to analyse the 
education and subsequent lives of the Irish children that received this type of transnational education. 
It also tells the story of elite education in Ireland, where schools such as Clongowes Wood College 
and Castleknock College were rooted in the continental Catholic tradition, but also looked to public 
schools in England as exemplars. Taken together the book tells the story of an Irish Catholic elite at 
once integrated and segregated within what was then the most powerful state in the world.

Ypres

The essays contained in this volume examine the particular religious experiences of women within 
a remarkably vibrant and formative era in British religious history. Scholars from the disciplines of 
history, literary studies and theology assess women's contributions to renewal, change and reform; 
and consider the ways in which women negotiated institutional and intellectual boundaries. The focus 
on women's various religious roles and responses helps us to understand better a world of religious 
commitment which was not separate from, but also not exclusively shaped by, the political, intellectual 
and ecclesiastical disputes of a clerical elite. As well as deepening our understanding of both popular 
and elite religious cultures in this period, and the links between them, the volume re-focuses scholarly 
approaches to the history of gender and especially the history of feminism by setting the British writers 
often characterised as 'early feminists' firmly in their theological and spiritual traditions.

Friends in Flanders

Index of archaeological papers published in 1891, under the direction of the Congress of Archaeological 
Societies in union with the Society of Antiquaries.

The Benedictine Nuns and Kylemore Abbey

Creating Celluloid War Memorials for the British Empire looks at the British Instructional Film company 
and its production of war re-enactments and documentaries during the mid to late 1920s. It is both a 
work of cinema history and a study of the public's memory of World War I. As Mark Connelly shows, 
these films, made in the decade following the end of the war, helped to shape the way in which that 



war was remembered, and may be understood as microhistories that reveal vital information about 
perceptions of the Great War, national and imperial identities, the role of cinema as a shaper of attitudes 
and identities, power relations between Britain and the United States, and the nature of popular culture.

The Jacobite Duchess

William Poynter was born at Petersfield, Hampshire, England in 1762, and was sent to the English 
College at Douai, France, in 1775 to study for the priesthood. After receiving a doctorate in divinity, 
he returned to England to help establish a seminary for Catholic priests there. He was appointed 
vice-president, and, from 1802-1813, president of St. Edmund's College. He held important ecclesi-
astical offices, including titular Bishop of Halia (1802-1827), Coadjutor Vicar Apostolic of the London 
District (1802-1812), and Vicar Apostolic of the London District (1812-1827), one of four in England and 
Wales at the time. Poynter's surviving diaries date from 1815-1824, during his tenure as Vicar Apostolic, 
"when issues that were critical for the future of the Catholic Church in Britain had to be addressed." (P. 
1).

The Diary of the 'Blue Nuns'

Acomprehensive survey of the ways in which Irish men and women have sought, and continue to seek, 
God by following the Rule of St Benedict. The essays - taken from the first Glenstal history conference - 
celebrate and explore the stories of these Irish Benedictines over a period of 1400 years. Their following 
'the path of the Lord's commands' brought them across Dark Age Europe, through Reformation England 
and war-torn Europe and into modern Africa. In exile and persecution they established centres of 
learning and refuge; returning to Ireland they continue to devote themselves to these activities, seeking 
to glorify God in all things. Glenstal Abbey is a Benedictine community located in Murroe, Co Limerick. 
The Abbey was founded in 1927 from Maredsous in Belgium and became the first male Benedictine 
community in Ireland since the reformation. It was founded in memory of abbot Columba Marmion, a 
Dublin priest, who became Abbot of Maredsous in 1909 and did in 1923. The community runs a guest 
house, farm and boarding school for boys.

Catholics of Consequence

Focusing on Ireland's literary and artistic response to World War I, this book explores works from a 
range of perspectives that intervened in Irish political and cultural discourse. Works such as Patrick 
MacGill's novel The Amateur Army (1915), John Lavery's Daylight Raid from my Studio (1917) 
and Margaret Barrington's My Cousin Justin (1939) show how the war was fully examined by Irish 
authors--but was disregarded with the beginning of World War II. Diverse voices challenged prevailing 
notions of Irish national identity, from the bourgeois cosmopolitanism of Tom Kettle to the working-class 
internationalism of Patrick MacGill to Pamela Hinkson's cynicism about imperial patriarchy.

Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, Whitehall Yard

A British Nurse's experiences working on the Belgian Front during the First World War

Religion and Women in Britain, c. 1660-1760

Ypres today is an international 'Town of Peace', but in 1914 the town, and the Salient, the 35-mile bulge 
in the Western Front, of which it is part, saw a 1500-day military campaign of mud and blood at the heart 
of the First World War that turned it into the devil's nursery. Distinguished biographer and historian of 
modern Europe Alan Palmer tells the story of the war in Flanders as a conflict that has left a deep social 
and political mark on the history of Europe. Denying Germany possession of the historic town of Ypres 
and access to the Channel coast was crucial to Britain's victory in 1918. But though Flanders battlefields 
are the closest on the continent to English shores, this was always much more than a narrowly British 
conflict. Passchendaele, the Menin Road, Hill 60 and the Messines Ridge remain names etched in folk 
memory. Militarily and tactically the four-year long campaign was innovative and a grim testing ground 
with constantly changing ideas of strategy and disputes between politicians and generals. Alan Palmer 
details all its aspects in an illuminating history of the place as much as the fighting man's experience.

The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland

This regimental history chronicles the Dandy Ninth Battalion Royal Scots from its first forays in the 
Boer War through the brutal fighting of WWI. After suffering the disastrous Black Week of the Second 



Boer War, the British Army formed a new Highland battalion, the kilted 9th Royal Scots, which became 
affectionately known as the Dandy Ninth. It sent volunteers to South Africa and established itself as 
Edinburgh’s kilted battalion, part of the Territorial Force of part-time soldiers. Mobilized in 1914 as part of 
the Lothian Brigade, the Dandy Ninth defended Edinburgh from the threat of invasion, and constructed 
part of the landward defenses around Liberton Tower. They were part-time soldiers and new recruits, 
drawn from the breadth of society, from lawyers to rugby players and artists, such as the Scottish 
Colorist F.C.B. Cadell, and William Geissler of the Edinburgh School. In the Great War they mobilized 
to France and Flanders and served in many of the major actions: in Ypres and on the Somme; at Arras 
and Cambrai in 1917; and during the 1918 German Spring Offensive at St Quentin. In the Advance to 
Victory, they were with the 15th (Scottish) Division.

Journal of the Royal United Service Institution

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California 
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. 
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship 
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1950.

Celluloid War Memorials

Includes 29 maps. “The author of this diary is an artillery officer who served on the Western Front from 
1 Sep. 1915 till his death in action on 31st March 1918, and it is one of the best, ranking alongside Old 
Soldiers Never Die and The Journal of Private Fraser. Following two brief spells in 1914/1915 with the 
BEF during the first of which he was injured when his horse fell on him, he arrived in France on 1st 
Sep. 1915 as OC ‘C’ Battery, 108 Brigade RFA, 24th Division and before the end of the month he was 
in the thick of it at Loos. His description of the scene is graphic. He writes about trying to get his guns 
forward on roads jammed with traffic, trying to find the infantry brigade he was supposed to support, 
floundering about in the dark under heavy shellfire in an enormous plain of clay having the consistency 
of vaseline, devoid of any landmark or feature, covered in shell holes...Later he gives a vivid account 
of the German gas attack at Wulverghem on 30 April 1916, when a mixture of chlorine and phosgene 
was used causing 338 casualties in the division. During Aug. and Sep. 1916 his division took part in 
the bitter fighting for Delville Wood and Guillemont, and the diary entries for this period provide some 
of the most powerfully descriptive writing recorded in any memoirs...He was in action at Messines in 
June 1917 and a month later at Third Ypres. In Aug. 1917 he was finally given command of a brigade, 
108th Brigade RFA still in the 24th Division. When the Germans struck on 21st March 1918 Hamilton 
was on leave in the UK, but he quickly managed to get back to his brigade, which was in action near 
Rosieres, a few miles east of Amiens. On 31st March he was killed when a shell burst under his horse 
just as had happened in Oct. 1914; on that occasion he got away with an injury, this time there was no 
reprieve...”-Print Ed.

The Diaries of Bishop William Poynter, V.A. (1815-1824)

The Irish Benedictines
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