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Explore the inspiring life of Saint Vincent de Paul, a pivotal French social reformer and Catholic saint 
from the 17th century. This Vincent de Paul biography delves into his profound dedication to serving 
the poor, the sick, and the marginalized, highlighting his enduring legacy of charity and compassion 
that continues to influence humanitarian efforts worldwide.
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Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul,...

First published in 1919, this book contains a detailed biography of Vincent de Paul. Vincent de Paul 
(1581 – 1660) was a French Roman Catholic priest famous for dedicating his life to helping the poor. 
Canonized in 1737, he is considered a saint in the Anglican Communion and Catholic Church. Today, 
he is best remembered for his astonishing humility, compassion, and generosity. Contents include: “A 
Peasant’s Son”, “Slavery”, “A Great Household”, “The Galleys”, “Mission Work”, “The Grey Sisters”, 
“The Foundlings”, “At Court”, “The Jansenists”, “Troubles In Paris”, etc. A. Forbes (1869 – 1936) was 
a Scottish religious author and member of the Society of the Sacred Heart. This volume will appeal to 
those with an interest in the life of this famous holy man, and it would make for a worthy addition to 
collections of Christian literature. Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce 
and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in a modern, high-quality edition complete with 
the original text and artwork.

Vie de saint Vincent de Paul

Excerpt: Some account of what befell Father (Saint) Vincent de Paul, Religious of La Trappe, with 
observations made by him when in America, where he has spent about ten years, with the permission 
of his Superior, in obedience to whose orders he writes the following. In 1812, I, in company with two 
other brothers, was sent by him to the United States, there to found an establishment of our Order. 
We left Bordeaux on the 15th June, and on the 6th of the month of August we arrived at Boston. We 
had with us one of our Trappistines, whose object was also to found a community; with this intention 
she had preceded her companions, but now found herself alone, as passports were refused to the 
other sisters. We were welcomed by the worthy Mr. Matignon, parish priest of the town, who coaxed 
us to remain in the diocese of Bishop Cheverus. However as we had received orders to establish 
ourselves near Baltimore, after a few days rest I started for that town alone, leaving my brothers and 
the nun in Boston, intending to send for them when I should find a suitable site for the two projected 
establishments. I paid my respects to His Grace the Archbishop of Baltimore, who received me kindly, 
but appeared at a loss where to find a site such as we desired. After many unsuccessful efforts and 
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researches, he established me temporally on a farm belonging to the Society of Jesus (of which he 
was a member) until such time as we could procure the sort of place we wanted; then as I thought that 
time might be long in coming, I summoned my brothers to me, and arranged for a suitable lodging for 
the nun. During our stay, a rich man of Baltimore, who was once a Protestant and had been converted, 
offered us 2000 acres of land in the mountains of Pensylvania, near a river called the Delaware. He 
was even generous enough to offer me the services of his son, who was also a recent convert, and 
who came with us to point out the property which, however, I was not able to inspect thoroughly as I 
remained there only one day. I returned soon after with two young men who were inclined to join our 
Order. They commenced a somewhat rude novitiate, for we fasted and kept silence on the way, going 
always on foot for want of money. After great suffering from fatigue and heat (as it was summer), we 
arrived at a little town, distant about sixty miles from Philadelphia, whence we had started on our tour 
of inspection. This little town, which was called Milford, was quite near to the land that was to be ours. 
Additional Excerpt: Still these souls have been created by God and bought by Jesus Christ, and the 
more abandoned, and the further from the religion of heaven they seem to be, so much the more do 
they call for our compassion. We have succeeded in civilizing many barbarous nations and in rendering 
them Christian and Catholic, we may equally, with the help of God, bring others to the knowledge of 
the true religion, and since pretended philosophers have abandoned the faith, it must, according to the 
divine oracle, go to other men. If this faith is extinguished for many, who have deserved the misfortune 
in closing their eyes to its light, it goes to others who will render themselves worthy by allowing this 
divine truth to enlighten them. Thus faith is never lost, if it leaves us, it is our own fault.

La Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul,...

EVERY HOUR, every minute even, brings change and transformation to this world of ours. There is a 
constant evolution in nature, in history, in man and all his works, wherein we see, as though it followed 
some order that must be obeyed, an unending repetition of the process of creation and decay, of 
destruction and re-birth. And all this we see moving toward a definite end, an end unknown to us but 
yet inevitable, and at the same time so difficult and so far off as to appear unattainable except in that 
divine world where alone the perfect and unchanging are to be found. Nature herself, although she 
seems so unfathomable, shows us striking examples of the profound modifications which, in spite of her 
apparent uniformity, she herself has brought about in the course of the ages, or to which she submits 
from those who master her. Savage and inaccessible countries which for centuries have resisted all 
human progress have given way before this force in nature, a movement as mysterious as a law coming 
from on high. What an astonishing contrast, for instance, between the North Africa of a century ago 
and that of to-day ! Yesterday a land of silent, desert wastes - hic sunt leones was the designation 
of the older maps - now a country dotted with settlements and marked with roads and the caterpillar 
tracks of the trans-Sahara automobiles! In every part of the world it is the same story, in France no less, 
or even more than elsewhere, and especially in those provinces where to a greater or lesser extent 
are to be seen the differences in race and in customs that are responsible for so many changes, for 
the making and unmaking of so much local history. The district of the Landes, which will be taken as 
the point of departure in this study, offers an excellent example of the working out of these historical 
variations. This district, despite its natural and peculiar beauty, now somewhat lost, and the fact that 
geographically it has shown little change, gives to-day no adequate idea of what it was at the end of 
the sixteenth century. Indeed at that time the Landes, along with others among the more flourishing 
provinces, would have presented an appearance hardly recognizable to-day: disturbed, stormy, racked 
with fears, torn by perpetual dissensions. Under the double curse of religious and civil war, the most 
hateful passions were aroused. None could escape. Men were caught up by these two forces, which 
after all were but one, and absorbed even against their will. Stand aside and declare oneself neutral? 
Quite impossible! "Advance and take the oath," was the neverceasing cry. "Swear on the Bible or by 
the Cross, and make your choice quickly. Are you for the Church or for the Reformation, Catholic or 
Protestant?" There was no middle ground. All must take their stand; otherwise, suspected by both 
parties, attacked by both and defended by none, the chances of death were doubled.



The Heroic Life of Saint Vincent de Paul

"[...]continued to teach and to study. Some years later he was called suddenly to Bordeaux on business, 
and while there heard that an old lady of his acquaintance had left him all her property. This was 
welcome news, for Vincent was sadly in need of money, his journey to Bordeaux having cost more 
than he was able to pay. On returning to Toulouse, however, he found that the prospect was not so 
bright as he had been led to[...]".

La vie de St. Vincent de Paul

Excerpt from The Life of St. Vincent De Paul The Sister Of Charity. "The Love Of Jesus Christ Constrains 
Me." Oh! what a touching ministry is mine! To soothe the pains and sorrows of the poor, To dry the 
orphan's tears, in love divine, Make sinners weep, who never wept before; Point, at their dying hour, 
to mercy's shrine, And show the way to 'Joy's forevermore.' About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Life of St. Vincent de Paul

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul

This text offers a major reassessment of the thought and activities of the most famous figure of the 
seventeenth-century French Catholic Reformation, Vincent de Paul

Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul

Memoir of St Vincent De Paul
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