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This document explores a comprehensive systems view of planning, providing a theoretical framework 
for understanding the intricate urban and regional planning process. It delves into the foundational 
principles and interconnected elements that shape effective and sustainable spatial development 
strategies.
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A Systems View of Planning

A Systems View of Planning: Towards a Theory of the Urban and Regional Planning Process, Second 
Edition covers theories of the process of town and regional planning. The book discusses physical 
change and human ecology; the theory of planning; the variety and entropy of systems; and planning as 
a conceptual system. The text also describes space and spatial planning; goal formulation in planning; 
exploratory and normative techniques and intuitive methods in projecting the system; and operational 
models and their underlying theories. Using linear programming and entropy methods; major aspects 
of evaluation, program budgeting, cost benefit analysis, and matrix methods; and the spatial method 
for regional planning are also covered. The book tackles the mixed-programming strategy as well. 
Engineers, architects, farmers, and foresters will find the book invaluable.

A Systems View of Planning

Following the Second World War, modern systems of urban and regional planning were established 
in Britain and most other developed countries. In this book, Nigel Taylor describes the changes in 
planning thought which have taken place since then. He outlines the main theories of planning, from 
the traditional view of urban planning as an exercise in physical design, to the systems and rational 
process views of planning of the 1960s; from Marxist accounts of the role of planning in capitalist society 
in the 1970s, to theories about planning implementation, and more recent views of planning as a form 
of `communicative action'.

Urban Planning Theory Since 1945

Urban and Regional Planning Series, Volume 27: Critical Readings in Planning Theory presents a 
critical perspective on urban and regional planning. This book provides an understanding of various 
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theoretical perspectives on planning. Organized into five parts encompassing 19 chapters, this volume 
begins with an overview of the economic and social theory of planning. This text then examines the 
procedural planning theory, which deals with the making and implementing of plans. Other chapters 
consider the introduction of the systems approach to planning. This book discusses as well the 
theoretical respecification of the nature of town planning as it has developed under capitalism. The 
final chapter deals with the ideology of planning that is consistent with the view that town planning can 
be objectively useful. This book is a valuable resource for students of planning who want to understand 
planning as it is. Urban planners and engineers will also find this book useful.

A Systems View of Planning

The Routledge Handbook of Planning Theory presents key contemporary themes in planning theory 
through the views of some of the most innovative thinkers in planning. They introduce and explore 
their own specialized areas of planning theory, to conceptualize their contemporary positions and to 
speculate how these positions are likely to evolve and change as new challenges emerge. In a changing 
and often unpredictable globalized world, planning theory is core to understanding how planning and 
its practices both function and evolve. As illustrated in this book, planning and its many roles have 
changed profoundly over the recent decades; so have the theories, both critical and explanatory, 
about its practices, values and knowledges. In the context of these changes, and to contribute to the 
development of planning research, this handbook identifies and introduces the cutting edge, and the 
new emerging trajectories, of contemporary planning theory. The aim is to provide the reader with key 
insights into not just contemporary planning thought, but potential future directions of both planning 
theory and planning as a whole. This book is written for an international readership, and includes 
planning theories that address, or have emerged from, both the global North and parts of the world 
beyond.

Critical Readings in Planning Theory

Urban and Regional Planning Series, Volume 5: A Reader in Planning Theory focuses on the ap-
proaches, methodologies, applications, and mechanics involved in planning theory. The selection first 
elaborates on a choice theory of planning, sociological considerations in the evaluation of planning, 
and British town planning. Discussions focus on social scientific research and town planning ideology, 
town planning as part of broader social policy, critics of traditional planning, value formulation, means 
identification, and effectuation. The text then examines comprehensive planning and social responsi-
bility and building the middle-range bridge for comprehensive planning. The publication takes a look at 
the science of "muddling through\

The Routledge Handbook of Planning Theory

What is this thing called planning? What is its domain? What do planners do? How do they talk? 
What are the limits and possibilities for planning imposed by power, politics, knowledge, technology, 
interpretation, ethics, and institutional design? In this comprehensive volume, the foremost voices in 
planning explore the foundational ideas and issues of the profession.Explorations in Planning Theory 
is an extended inquiry into the practice of the profession. As such, it is a landmark text that defines the 
field for today's planners and the next generation. As Seymour J. Mandelbaum notes in the introduction, 
""the shared framework of these essays captures a pervasive interest in the behavior, values, character, 
and experience of professional planners at work.""All of the chapters in this volume are written to 
address arguments that are important in the community of planning theoreticians and are crafted in 
the language of that community. While many of the contributors included here differ in their styles, the 
editors note that students, experienced practitioners, and scholars of city and regional planning will 
find this work illuminating and helpful in their research.



A Reader in Planning Theory

Planning theorists are often criticised for being insufficiently concerned with the needs of practitioners. 
The author of this book takes a view of planning which centres around the decision-making process 
and offers a theoretical approach which takes practice as its starting point. Building on his earlier 
important work, Planning Theory (Pergamon URPS 1984, first edition, 1973), this book constitutes a 
further major advance in planning thought, synthesizing the influence of the British IOR School with the 
American 'rational planning model'. Going beyond previous 'generic' approaches, the work culminates 
in a consideration of theory and practice in the planning of all forms of environmental intervention.

Explorations in Planning Theory

In this original approach to the world of planning theory, Robert A. Beauregard cuts across the many 
different ways to think about planning by organizing them around four core tasks: knowing, engaging, 
prescribing, and executing. In doing so, Beauregard explores how a basic concern with the relationship 
between knowledge and action has evolved into a complex discussion of democracy, inclusion, and 
justice.

A Decision-centred View of Environmental Planning

Complexity, complex systems and complexity theories are becoming increasingly important within a 
variety disciplines. While these issues are less well known within the discipline of spatial planning, 
there has been a recent growing awareness and interest. As planners grapple with how to consider 
the vagaries of the real world when putting together proposals for future development, they question 
how complexity, complex systems and complexity theories might prove useful with regard to spatial 
planning and the physical environment. This book provides a readable overview, presenting and 
relating a range of understandings and characteristics of complexity and complex systems as they 
are relevant to planning. It recognizes multiple, relational approaches of dynamic complexity which 
enhance understandings of, and facilitate working with, contingencies of place, time and the various 
participants' behaviours. In doing so, it should contribute to a better understanding of processes with 
regard to our physical and social worlds.

Advanced Introduction to Planning Theory

Spatial and environmental planning has long been an essential feature of all but the simplist societies. 
Its form, role and the principles on which it should be based, however, have become increasingly 
contested and controversial issues. This text draws on a very wide range of developments in social, 
political and spatial thought to propose a new framework for planning which is rooted in the institutional 
realities of the contemporary world.

Complexity and Planning

This book is the result of a three day workshop on "Evaluation in theory and practice in spatial planning" 
held in Ramsey Hall, University College London, in September 1996. Some 30 people from 8 different 
countries attended and 20 papers were presented. The majority of them now form the basis for this 
book. This occasion was the third on the topic, the two preceding having taken place in Umea in June 
1992 and in Bari in 1994. Following these three meetings, we can now say that this small, industrious, 
international family really enjoy meeting up from time to time at each others places, in the presence of 
older members and new children, each one presenting his/her own recent experiences. It particularly 
enjoys exchanging views and arguing about the current state and the future of evaluation in spatial 
planning (all families have their vices ... ). It is also pleasing to see these experiences and discussions 
resulting in a book for those who could not attend and for the broader clan in the field. Not long time 
ago, but ages in the accelerated academic time scale, evaluation in planning established its own role 
and distinct features as an instrument for helping the decision-making process. Now this role and 
these features are exposed to major challenges. First, the evolution of planning theory has lead to the 
conception of new planning paradigms, based on theories of complexity and communicative rationality.

Collaborative Planning

At a time of potentially radical changes in the ways in which humans interact with their environ-
ments - through financial, environmental and/or social crises - the raison d'être of spatial planning 



faces significant conceptual and empirical challenges. This Companion presents a multidimensional 
collection of critical narratives of conceptual challenges for spatial planning. The authors draw on 
various disciplinary traditions and theoretical frames to explore different ways of conceptualising 
spatial planning and the challenges it faces. Through problematising planning itself, the values which 
underpin planning and theory-practice relations, contributions make visible the limits of established 
planning theories and illustrate how, by thinking about new issues, or about issues in new ways, spatial 
planning might be advanced both theoretically and practically. There cannot be definitive answers to the 
conceptual challenges posed, but the authors in this collection provoke critical questions and debates 
over important issues for spatial planning and its future. A key question is not so much what planning 
theory is, but what might planning theory do in times of uncertainty and complexity. An underlying 
rationale is that planning theory and practice are intrinsically connected. The Companion is presented 
in three linked parts: issues which arise from an interactive understanding of the relations between 
planning ideas and the political-institutional contexts in which such ideas are put to work; key concepts 
in current theorising from mainly poststructuralist perspectives and what discussion on complexity may 
offer planning theory and practice.

Evaluation in Planning

Spatial planning is about dealing with our 'everyday' environment. In A Planner's Encounter with 
Complexity we present various understandings of complexity and how the environment is considered 
accordingly. One of these considerations is the environment as subject to processes of continuous 
change, being either progressive or destructive, evolving non-linearly and alternating between stable 
and dynamic periods. If the environment that is subject to change is adaptive, self-organizing, robust 
and flexible in relation to this change, a process of evolution and co-evolution can be expected. This 
understanding of an evolving environment is not mainstream to every planner. However, in A Planner's 
Encounter with Complexity, we argue that environments confronted with discontinuous, non-linear 
evolving processes might be more real than the idea that an environment is simply a planner's 
creation. Above all, we argue that recognizing the 'complexity' of our environment offers an entirely 
new perspective on our world and our environment, on planning theory and practice, and on the raison 
d'être of the planners that we are. A Planner's Encounter with Complexity is organized into 17 chapters. 
It begins with the interplay of planning and complexity from the perspective of contemporary planning 
theory. It continues by critically assessing planning theory and practice in the light of the interdisciplinary 
debate regarding complexity thinking. As the book progresses, it positions itself ever closer to the 
perspective of complexity thinking, looking at the planning discipline 'from the outside in', clarifying the 
facets of complexity and its importance in planning. Finally, conceptual and theoretical developments 
towards more applied examples are identified in order to see the interplay of planning and complexity in 
practice. This book emphasizes the importance of complexity in planning, clarifies many of the concepts 
and theories, presents examples on planning and complexity, and proposes new ideas and methods 
for planning.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Planning Theory

Over the past six or more decades, John Friedmann has been an insurgent force in the field of urban 
and regional planning, transforming it from its traditional state-centered concern for establishing social 
and spatial order into a radical domain of collaborative action between state and civil society for creating 
‘the good society’ in the present and future. By opening it up to theoretical engagement with a wide 
range of disciplines, Friedmann’s contributions have revolutionised planning as a transdisciplinary 
space of critical thinking, social learning, and reflective practice. Insurgencies and Revolutions brings 
together former students, close research associates, and colleagues of John Friedmann to reflect 
on his contributions to planning theory and practice. The volume is organized around five broad 
themes where Friedmann’s contributions have risen to challenge established paradigms and generated 
the space for revolutionary thinking and action in urban and regional planning – Theorising hope; 
Economic development and regionalism; World cities and the Good city; Social learning, empowered 
communities, and citizenship; and Chinese cities. The essays by the authors reflect their engagement 
with his ideas and the new directions in which they have taken these in their work in planning theory 
and practice.

A Planner's Encounter with Complexity



This is the third book in the series offering a new selection of the best urban planning scholarship from 
each of the world's planning school associations. The award winning papers presented illustrate the 
concerns and the discourse of planning scholarship communities and provide a glimpse into planning 
theory and practice by planning academics around the world. All those with an interest in urban and 
regional planning will find this collection valuable in opening new avenues for research and debate.

Planning Theory

The book addresses critically the question: "What is the societal impact of urban and regional 
planning?". It begins with a theoretical discussion and then analyses, through a series of case studies, 
the intentions, contents, struggles and consequences of urban and regional planning. It shows that 
plans and policies often defy the commonly perceived role of advancing equality, justice, development 
and amenity, by causing social problems, marginalisation and inequalities. The book looks at planning 
from a critical distance, without a priori belief in its necessity or usefulness. The 12 chapters, written by 
renowned international scholars, demonstrate the multiplicity of social and political struggles over the 
contested terrain of spatial policies. The book focuses on four key areas where the impact of planning 
is explored: the community power, gender relations, ethnic tensions, and social polarisation, while 
comparing three societies: Australia, Israel and England. Audience: This volume is mainly intended 
for faculty and students of academia, but also for urban professionals and policy-makers. The book 
is relevant to fields such as urban and regional planning, geography, political science, urban studies, 
urban sociology, urban anthropology, ethnic and gender relations.

Insurgencies and Revolutions

In order to develop and exercise their skills urban planners need to draw upon a wide variety of methods 
relating to plan and policy making, urban research and policy analysis. More than ever, planners need 
to be able to adapt their methods to contemporary needs and circumstances. This introductory textbook 
focuses on the need to combine traditional research methods with policy analysis in order to understand 
the true nature of urban planning processes. It describes both planning methods and their underlying 
concepts and principles, illustrating applications by reference to the daily activities of planning, including 
the assessment of needs and preferences of the population, the generation and implementation of 
plans and policies, and the need to take decisions related to the allocation of land, population change, 
employment, housing and retailing. Ian Bracken also provides a comprehensive guide to the more 
specialized research literature and case studies of contemporary urban planning practice. This book 
was first published in 1981.

Dialogues in Urban and Regional Planning

Evaluation in the Planning Process examines the role of evaluation in the overall planning process and 
the implications of evaluation for the organization and management of studies. Emphasis is placed on 
the nature of evaluation and the functions it should fulfill in the urban and regional planning process, 
as well as the interrelationships that should exist between evaluation and other planning activities. 
This book consists of 12 chapters organized into three sections. The first section focuses on principles 
governing the use of evaluation in the planning process and includes a model of general urban and 
regional planning. Various methods that are available for evaluating planning proposals are considered, 
with emphasis on the social cost-benefit approach and the planning balance sheet method. The 
chapters that follow explore the role of measurement in plan evaluation and review seven planning 
studies to critically examine UK experience in the application of evaluation methods to urban and 
regional planning problems. This book concludes by presenting the principles and guidelines for the 
short-listing of options and assessing the influence of various practical circumstances on the planning 
process. Some final recommendations on the organization and structure of the planning process, and 
the nature and role of evaluation within it, are offered. This book is intended for specialists, planners, 
and those who are engaged in the task of aiding decisions on urban and regional planning problems. 
This text will appeal especially to those who are concerned with formulating planning processes and 
with the management of studies.

The Power of Planning

First published in 1974, The Literature and Study of Urban and Regional Planning discusses the 
processes of spatial planning and the range of subject knowledge which is required to contribute to it. 
It describes the physical forms in which the literature relating to spatial planning is usually presented 



and the ways in which this literature is made available in different types of organization. The author 
gives details of the most useful libraries whose facilities are available to students, and of the research 
which is being undertaken into the principal problems of planning information. The second part of the 
book consists of a subject bibliography, divided for ease of reference into twenty-six sections each 
concerned with a component part of spatial planning and containing annotated references to books, 
official publications, developmental plans, legislation, and other material. This book will be of interest 
to students of sociology and urban studies.

Urban Planning Methods

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) provide an enhanced environment for spatial data processing. 
The ability of geographic information systems to handle and analyse spatially referenced data may be 
seen as a major characteristic which distinguishes GIS from information systems developed to serve 
the needs of business data processing as well as from CAD systems or other systems whose primary 
objective is map production. This book, which contains contributions from a wide-ranging group of 
international scholars, demonstrates the progress which has been achieved so far at the interface of 
GIS technology and spatial analysis and planning. The various contributions bring together theoretical 
and conceptual, technical and applied issues. Topics covered include the design and use of GIS and 
spatial models, AI tools for spatial modelling in GIS, spatial statistical analysis and GIS, GIS and 
dynamic modelling, GIS in urban planning and policy making, information systems for policy evaluation, 
and spatial decision support systems.

Evaluation in the Planning Process

The integration of food into urban planning is a crucial and emerging topic. Urban planners, alongside 
the local and regional authorities that have traditionally been less engaged in food-related issues, 
are now asked to take a central and active part in understanding how food is produced, processed, 
packaged, transported, marketed, consumed, disposed of and recycled in our cities. While there is a 
growing body of literature on the topic, the issue of planning cities in such a way they will increase 
food security and nutrition, not only for the affluent sections of society but primarily for the poor, is 
much less discussed, and much less informed by practices. This volume, a collaboration between the 
Bartlett Development Planning Unit at UCL and the Food Agricultural Organisation, aims to fill this gap 
by putting more than 20 city-based experiences in perspective, including studies from Toronto, New 
York City, Portland and Providence in North America; Milan in Europe and Cape Town in Africa; Belo 
Horizonte and Lima in South America; and, in Asia, Bangkok and Tokyo. By studying and comparing 
cities of different sizes, from both the Global North and South, in developed and developing regions, 
the contributors collectively argue for the importance and circulation of global knowledge rooted in local 
food planning practices, programmes and policies.

The Literature and Study of Urban and Regional Planning

This book addresses the influences of planning cultures and histories on the temporal evolution 
of planning systems and spatial development. As well as providing an international comparative 
perspective on these issues, the contributions to the book also engage in a search for new conceptual 
frameworks and alternative points of view to better understand and explain these differences. The book 
makes three main academic contributions. First, it catalogues some of the key changes in planning 
systems and the impact on spatial development patterns. Second, it examines the interrelationship 
between planning cultures and histories from a path-dependency perspective. Third, it discusses the 
variations in physical development patterns resulting from different planning cultures and histories. 
Chapters from different parts of the European continent present evidence at different scales to illustrate 
these aspects. In all cases, the specific combinations of political, ideological, social, economic and 
technological factors are important determinants of urban and regional planning trajectories as well 
as spatial development patterns. This book was previously published as a special issue of European 
Planning Studies.

Geographic Information Systems, Spatial Modelling and Policy Evaluation

As a result, concerns, defined objectives, and corresponding actions are uniquely linked.

Integrating Food into Urban Planning



Bringing together authors from academia and practice, this book examines spatial planning at different 
places throughout the British Isles. Six illustrative case studies of practice examine which conceptions 
of space and place have been articulated, presented and visualized through the production of spatial 
strategies. Ranging from a large conurbation (London) to regional (Yorkshire and Humber) and national 
levels, the case studies give a rounded and grounded view of the physical results and the theory behind 
them. While there is widespread support for re-orienting planning towards space and place, there has 
been little common understanding about what constitutes ‘spatial planning’, and what conceptions of 
space and place underpin it. This book addresses these questions and stimulates debate and critical 
thinking about space and place among academic and professional planners.

Planning Cultures and Histories

Featuring updates and revisions to reflect rapid changes in an increasingly globalized world, Readings 
in Planning Theory remains the definitive resource for the latest theoretical and practical debates within 
the field of planning theory. Represents the newest edition of the leading text in planning theory that 
brings together the essential classic and cutting-edge readings Features 20 completely new readings 
(out of 28 total) for the fourth edition Introduces and defines key debates in planning theory with editorial 
materials and readings selected both for their accessibility and importance Systematically captures the 
breadth and diversity of planning theory and puts issues into wider social and political contexts without 
assuming prior knowledge of the field

Systems Thinking and Decision Making in Urban and Environmental Planning

First Published in 1992. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Urban and regional planning

How can we develop a scientific basis for architectural, urban and technical design? When can a 
design be labelled as scientific output, comparable with a scientific report? What are the similarities 
and dis-similarities between design and empirical research, and between design research, typological 
research, design study and study by design? Is there a need for a particular methodology for design 
driven study and research? With these questions in mind, more than forty members of the Faculty of 
Architecture of the Delft University of Technology have described their ways of study and research. 
Each chapter shows the objectives, the methodology and its implementation in search for a deeper 
knowledge of design processes and an optimal quality of the design itself. The authors - among them 
architects, urban planners, social scientists, lawyers, technicians and information scientists – have 
widely differing backgrounds. Nevertheless, they share a great deal. The central focus is a better 
understanding of design processes, design tools and the effects of design interventions on issues such 
as utility, aesthetics meaning, sustainability and feasibility.

Conceptions of Space and Place in Strategic Spatial Planning

While urban settlements are the drivers of the global economy and centres of learning, culture, 
and innovation and nations rely on competitive dynamic regions for their economic, social, and 
environmental objectives, urban centres and regions face a myriad of challenges that impact the 
ways in which people live and work, create wealth, and interact and connect with places. Rapid 
urbanisation is resulting in urban sprawl, rising emissions, urban poverty and high unemployment 
rates, housing affordability issues, lack of urban investment, low urban financial and governance 
capacities, rising inequality and urban crimes, environmental degradation, increasing vulnerability to 
natural disasters and so forth. At the regional level, low employment, low wage growth, scarce financial 
resources, climate change, waste and pollution, and rising urban peri-urban competition etc. are 
impacting the ability of regions to meet socio-economic development goals while protecting biodiversity. 
The response to these challenges has typically been the application of inadequate or piecemeal 
solutions, often as a result of fragmented decision-making and competing priorities, with numerous 
economic, environmental, and social consequences. In response, there is a growing movement towards 
viewing cities and regions as complex and sociotechnical in nature with people and communities 
interacting with one another and with objects, such as roads, buildings, transport links etc., within a 
range of urban and regional settings or contexts. This comprehensive MRW will provide readers with 
expert interdisciplinary knowledge on how urban centres and regions in locations of varying climates, 
lifestyles, income levels, and stages development are creating synergies and reducing trade-offs in 



the development of resilient, resource-efficient, environmentally friendly, liveable, socially equitable, 
integrated, and technology-enabled centres and regions.

Readings in Planning Theory

This guide is intended as a companion to Planning Policy Guidance (PPGs) [and subsequent Planning 
Policy Statements (PPSs)] and aims to encourage better design and to stimulate thinking about urban 
design. The guide is relevant to all aspects of the built environment, from the design of buildings and 
spaces, landscapes, to transport systems; and for planning and development at every scale, from 
streets and their neighbourhoods, villages and cities, to regional planning strategies.

Urban and Regional Planning

This collection of essays presents insight and methodology that are highly relevant for readers today 
as they consider the future of the world they live in. Experiencing the COVID-19 pandemic, people have 
realized how fragile the current economy is and the necessity for reconstructing the socio-economic 
system. That system, which was considered the default for so long, was succeeded by the analytical 
framework of economics and regional science. The contents of this book are diversified, as are the 
achievements of Prof. Yasuhiro Sakai, to whom this volume is dedicated, and cover a wide area from 
mathematical and experimental economics to conventional and emerging fields of regional science. 
Some are timeless topics that have had new life breathed into them. Part I deals with, among other 
areas, risk management with uncertain events; the effectiveness and impacts of regulation and friction 
related to trading; the stability of strategic behavior and market equilibrium; and sustainable regional 
development and urban planning from the long-term perspective. Part II also presents a diversity of 
subjects, including input–output analysis and computable general equilibrium (CGE) modelling for 
internal as well as external structure and network linkage, such as a value chain; openness and 
creativity as related to competition among cities and regions; dispersion versus concentration; and 
inequality versus equality.

Approaches to Planning

All over the world societies are facing a number of major problems. New developments, challenges and 
opportunities cause these issues and yet cases tell us that traditional spatial planning responses and 
tools are often insufficient to tackle these problems and challenges. Situated Practices of Strategic 
Planning draws together examples from across the globe – from France to Australia; from Nigeria to 
the United States, as it observes international comparisons of the strategic planning process. Many 
approaches and policies used today fail to capture the dynamics of urban/regional transformation and 
are more concerned with maintaining an existing social order than challenging and transforming it. 
Stewarded by a team of highly regarded and experienced researchers, this book gives a synthetic view 
of the process of change and frames future directions of development. It is unique for its combination of 
analysis of international case studies and reflection on critical nodes and features in strategic planning. 
This volume will be of interest to students who study regional planning, academics, professional 
planners, and policy makers.

Ways to Study and Research Urban, Architectural and Technical Design

This work is concerned with the understanding of the structure and behaviour of urban and regional 
systems in developing countries. Professor Chadwick considers not only how such systems change, 
but also how they might be changed by some form of manipulation. Both these purposes necessarily 
involve the activity of modelling the systems concerned. This study has been enriched by the author's 
own experience in Bahrain, Hong Kong, Korea and Saudi Arabia.

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Futures

With planning support software, citizen planners can move buildings from block to block, tear them 
down, build complete subdivisions, run new highways in and around town, analyze any number of 
scenarios, and see with their own eyes the consequences of each action. This reference offers new 
possibilities and discusses the most important aspects of computer-aided land-use planning.

By Design



Human Aspects of Urban Form: Towards a Man-Environment Approach to Urban Form and Design 
examines the way people perceive the city, the effects of urban forms on people, and the role of 
images. By adopting a man-environment approach, this book seeks to understand the importance of 
cities for human behavior or satisfaction. This text also considers the way given urban configurations fit 
people's psychological, cultural, and social needs. This book consists of six chapters and begins with 
an introduction to many of the concepts related to human dimensions of urban form and design. Urban 
design is discussed as the organization of space, time, meaning, and communication. The chapters 
that follow focus on the nature of the environment, cultural differences, role of values, and the concept 
of environmental perception as it is being used, along with the concept of image and schema. The three 
meanings of ""perception"" are then analyzed: the notion of environmental quality and preference as a 
variable concept and its constituent parts; various aspects of environmental cognition and its relation 
to design; and perception proper and its various aspects. Discussion then shifts to social, cultural, and 
ethological concepts that clarify the nature of urban space organization. This book concludes with a 
chapter stressing the need for people to get involved in the environment, the relationship of activity 
and form, and notion of open-ended design. This reference material will be of interest to students and 
practitioners of urban design and planning.

Theory and History in Regional Perspective

Situated Practices of Strategic Planning
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