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Life Between Buildings Using Public
#urban planning #public spaces #community life #city design #placemaking 

Explore the vital interaction between urban infrastructure and human experience, focusing on how 
public spaces situated between buildings are instrumental in shaping community life. This concept 
highlights the importance of thoughtful urban design in fostering vibrant, functional, and engaging 
environments for residents and visitors within the city's architectural landscape.
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Life Between Buildings

The first Danish language version of this book, published in 1971, was very much a protest against the 
functionalistic principles for planning cities and residential areas that prevailed during that period. The 
book carried an appeal to show concern for the people who were to move about between buildings, 
and it urged an understanding of the subtle, almost indefinable - but definite - qualities, which have 
always related to the interaction of people in public spaces, and it pointed to the life between buildings 
as a dimension of architecture that needs to be carefully treated. Now 40 years later, many architectural 
trends and ideologies have passed by over the years. These intervening years have also shown that the 
liveliness and liveability of cities and residential areas continues to be a important issue. The intensity in 
which fine public spaces are used at this point in time, as well as the greatly increased general interest 
in the quality of cities and their public spaces emphasises this point. The character of life between 
buildings changes with changes in any given social context, but the essential principles and quality 
criteria to be employed when working with life between buildings has proven to be remarkably constant. 
Though this work over the years has been updated and revised several times, this version bears little 
resemblance with the very early versions, however there was no reason to change the basic message: 
Take good care of the life between your buildings.

Life Between Buildings

“. . .thoughtful, beautiful, and enlightening...” —Jane Jacobs “This book will have a lasting infl uence on 
the future quality of public open spaces. By helping us better understand the larger public life of cities, 
Life between Buildings can only move us toward more lively and healthy public places. Buy this book, fi 
nd a comfortable place to sit in a public park or plaza, begin reading, look around. You will be surprised 
at how you will start to see (and design) the world differently.” —Landscape Architecture

Life Between Buildings

Life Between Buildings is Jan Gehl's classic text on the importance of designing urban public space 
with the fundamental desires of people as guiding principles. The book describes essential elements 
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that contribute to people's enjoyment of spaces in the public realm. These elements remain remarkably 
constant even as architectural styles go in and out of fashion and the character of the 'life between 
buildings' changes.

Responsive Environments

Clearly demonstrates the specific characteristics that make for comprehensible, friendly and control-
lable places; 'Responsive Environments' - as opposed to the alienating environments often imposed 
today. By means of sketches and diagrams, it shows how they may be designed in to places or buildings. 
This is a practical book about architecture and urban design. It is most concerned with the areas of 
design which most frequently go wrong and impresses the idea that ideals alone are not enough. Ideals 
must be linked through appropriate design ideas to the fabric of the built environemnt itself. This book 
is a practical attempt to show how this can be done.

The Image of the City

The classic work on the evaluation of city form. What does the city's form actually mean to the people 
who live there? What can the city planner do to make the city's image more vivid and memorable to the 
city dweller? To answer these questions, Mr. Lynch, supported by studies of Los Angeles, Boston, and 
Jersey City, formulates a new criterion—imageability—and shows its potential value as a guide for the 
building and rebuilding of cities. The wide scope of this study leads to an original and vital method for 
the evaluation of city form. The architect, the planner, and certainly the city dweller will all want to read 
this book.

A Pattern Language

You can use this book to design a house for yourself with your family; you can use it to work with your 
neighbors to improve your town and neighborhood; you can use it to design an office, or a workshop, or 
a public building. And you can use it to guide you in the actual process of construction. After a ten-year 
silence, Christopher Alexander and his colleagues at the Center for Environmental Structure are now 
publishing a major statement in the form of three books which will, in their words, "lay the basis for an 
entirely new approach to architecture, building and planning, which will we hope replace existing ideas 
and practices entirely." The three books are The Timeless Way of Building, The Oregon Experiment, 
and this book, A Pattern Language. At the core of these books is the idea that people should design for 
themselves their own houses, streets, and communities. This idea may be radical (it implies a radical 
transformation of the architectural profession) but it comes simply from the observation that most of the 
wonderful places of the world were not made by architects but by the people. At the core of the books, 
too, is the point that in designing their environments people always rely on certain "languages," which, 
like the languages we speak, allow them to articulate and communicate an infinite variety of designs 
within a forma system which gives them coherence. This book provides a language of this kind. It will 
enable a person to make a design for almost any kind of building, or any part of the built environment. 
"Patterns," the units of this language, are answers to design problems (How high should a window sill 
be? How many stories should a building have? How much space in a neighborhood should be devoted 
to grass and trees?). More than 250 of the patterns in this pattern language are given: each consists 
of a problem statement, a discussion of the problem with an illustration, and a solution. As the authors 
say in their introduction, many of the patterns are archetypal, so deeply rooted in the nature of things 
that it seemly likely that they will be a part of human nature, and human action, as much in five hundred 
years as they are today.

Introduction to Space Syntax in Urban Studies

This open access textbook is a comprehensive introduction to space syntax method and theory for 
graduate students and researchers. It provides a step-by-step approach for its application in urban 
planning and design. This textbook aims to increase the accessibility of the space syntax method for the 
first time to all graduate students and researchers who are dealing with the built environment, such as 
those in the field of architecture, urban design and planning, urban sociology, urban geography, archae-
ology, road engineering, and environmental psychology. Taking a didactical approach, the authors have 
structured each chapter to explain key concepts and show practical examples followed by underlying 
theory and provided exercises to facilitate learning in each chapter. The textbook gradually eases the 
reader into the fundamental concepts and leads them towards complex theories and applications. In 
summary, the general competencies gain after reading this book are: – to understand, explain, and 



discuss space syntax as a method and theory; – be capable of undertaking various space syntax 
analyses such as axial analysis, segment analysis, point depth analysis, or visibility analysis; – be able 
to apply space syntax for urban research and design practice; – be able to interpret and evaluate space 
syntax analysis results and embed these in a wider context; – be capable of producing new original 
work using space syntax. This holistic textbook functions as compulsory literature for spatial analysis 
courses where space syntax is part of the methods taught. Likewise, this space syntax book is useful for 
graduate students and researchers who want to do self-study. Furthermore, the book provides readers 
with the fundamental knowledge to understand and critically reflect on existing literature using space 
syntax.

The Great Neighborhood Book

Abandoned lots and litter-strewn pathways, or rows of green beans and pockets of wildflowers? 
Graffiti-marked walls and desolate bus stops, or shady refuges and comfortable seating? What 
transforms a dingy, inhospitable area into a dynamic gathering place? How do individuals take back 
their neighborhood? Neighborhoods decline when the people who live there lose their connection and 
no longer feel part of their community. Recapturing that sense of belonging and pride of place can 
be as simple as planting a civic garden or placing some benches in a park. The Great Neighborhood 
Book explains how most struggling communities can be revived, not by vast infusions of cash, not by 
government, but by the people who live there. The author addresses such challenges as traffic control, 
crime, comfort and safety, and developing economic vitality. Using a technique called "placemaking"-- 
the process of transforming public space -- this exciting guide offers inspiring real-life examples that 
show the magic that happens when individuals take small steps, and motivate others to make change. 
This book will motivate not only neighborhood activists and concerned citizens but also urban planners, 
developers and policy-makers.

Rethinking Third Places

Ray Oldenburg’s concept of third place is re-visited in this book through contemporary approaches and 
new examples of third places. Third place is not your home (first place), not your work (second place), 
but those informal public places in which we interact with the people. Readers will come to understand 
the importance of third places and how they can be incorporated into urban design to offer places of 
interaction – promoting togetherness in an urbanised world of mobility and rapid change.

Building a Civil Society

The most passionate advocates of Italy’s unification in the nineteenth century possessed an almost 
limitless faith in the benefits of civic association. They also shared a common concern: once Italian 
unification was achieved and various freedoms were established, would ordinary Italians naturally 
become responsible, progressive citizens – especially after centuries of foreign rule, regional division, 
and economic decline? Most unification advocates doubted that their fellow citizens could form a 
modern, progressive civil society on their own, or that a vibrant association life would develop from the 
ground up. Building a Civil Society is the first book-length English-language study of associational life 
in nineteenth-century Italy. Drawing on extensive research in published and unpublished documents – 
including associational records, newspapers, periodicals, government documents, guidebooks, exhi-
bition catalogues, memoirs, and private letters – Steven C. Soper provides a complex account of Italian 
liberalism during Europe’s age of association. His study also raises important questions about the role 
that associations play in emerging democracies.

The Bird-Friendly City

How does a bird experience a city? A backyard? A park? As the world has become more urban, 
noisier from increased traffic, and brighter from streetlights and office buildings, it has also become 
more dangerous for countless species of birds. Warblers become disoriented by nighttime lights and 
collide with buildings. Ground-feeding sparrows fall prey to feral cats. Hawks and other birds-of-prey are 
sickened by rat poison. These name just a few of the myriad hazards. How do our cities need to change 
in order to reduce the threats, often created unintentionally, that have resulted in nearly three billion 
birds lost in North America alone since the 1970s? In The Bird-Friendly City, Timothy Beatley, a longtime 
advocate for intertwining the built and natural environments, takes readers on a global tour of cities 
that are reinventing the status quo with birds in mind. Efforts span a fascinating breadth of approaches: 
public education, urban planning and design, habitat restoration, architecture, art, civil disobedience, 



and more. Beatley shares empowering examples, including: advocates for “catios,” enclosed outdoor 
spaces that allow cats to enjoy backyards without being able to catch birds; a public relations campaign 
for vultures; and innovations in building design that balance aesthetics with preventing bird strikes. 
Through these changes and the others Beatley describes, it is possible to make our urban environments 
more welcoming to many bird species. Readers will come away motivated to implement and advocate 
for bird-friendly changes, with inspiring examples to draw from. Whether birds are migrating and need a 
temporary shelter or are taking up permanent residence in a backyard, when the environment is safer 
for birds, humans are happier as well.

Soft City

Imagine waking up to the gentle noises of the city, and moving through your day with complete 
confidence that you will get where you need to go quickly and efficiently. Soft City is about ease 
and comfort, where density has a human dimension, adapting to our ever-changing needs, nurturing 
relationships, and accommodating the pleasures of everyday life. How do we move from the current 
reality in most cites—separated uses and lengthy commutes in single-occupancy vehicles that drain 
human, environmental, and community resources—to support a soft city approach? In Soft City David 
Sim, partner and creative director at Gehl, shows how this is possible, presenting ideas and graphic 
examples from around the globe. He draws from his vast design experience to make a case for a dense 
and diverse built environment at a human scale, which he presents through a series of observations of 
older and newer places, and a range of simple built phenomena, some traditional and some totally 
new inventions. Sim shows that increasing density is not enough. The soft city must consider the 
organization and layout of the built environment for more fluid movement and comfort, a diversity of 
building types, and thoughtful design to ensure a sustainable urban environment and society. Soft City 
begins with the big ideas of happiness and quality of life, and then shows how they are tied to the 
way we live. The heart of the book is highly visual and shows the building blocks for neighborhoods: 
building types and their organization and orientation; how we can get along as we get around a city; and 
living with the weather. As every citizen deals with the reality of a changing climate, Soft City explores 
how the built environment can adapt and respond. Soft City offers inspiration, ideas, and guidance for 
anyone interested in city building. Sim shows how to make any city more efficient, more livable, and 
better connected to the environment.

Cities for People

For more than forty years Jan Gehl has helped to transform urban environments around the world based 
on his research into the ways people actually use—or could use—the spaces where they live and work. 
In this revolutionary book, Gehl presents his latest work creating (or recreating) cityscapes on a human 
scale. He clearly explains the methods and tools he uses to reconfigure unworkable cityscapes into the 
landscapes he believes they should be: cities for people. Taking into account changing demographics 
and changing lifestyles, Gehl emphasizes four human issues that he sees as essential to successful 
city planning. He explains how to develop cities that are Lively, Safe, Sustainable, and Healthy. Focusing 
on these issues leads Gehl to think of even the largest city on a very small scale. For Gehl, the urban 
landscape must be considered through the five human senses and experienced at the speed of walking 
rather than at the speed of riding in a car or bus or train. This small-scale view, he argues, is too 
frequently neglected in contemporary projects. In a final chapter, Gehl makes a plea for city planning on 
a human scale in the fast- growing cities of developing countries. A “Toolbox,” presenting key principles, 
overviews of methods, and keyword lists, concludes the book. The book is extensively illustrated with 
over 700 photos and drawings of examples from Gehl’s work around the globe.

How to Study Public Life

How do we accommodate a growing urban population in a way that is sustainable, equitable, and 
inviting? This question is becoming increasingly urgent to answer as we face diminishing fossil-fuel 
resources and the effects of a changing climate while global cities continue to compete to be the most 
vibrant centers of culture, knowledge, and finance. Jan Gehl has been examining this question since 
the 1960s, when few urban designers or planners were thinking about designing cities for people. 
But given the unpredictable, complex and ephemeral nature of life in cities, how can we best design 
public infrastructure—vital to cities for getting from place to place, or staying in place—for human 
use? Studying city life and understanding the factors that encourage or discourage use is the key to 
designing inviting public space. In How to Study Public Life Jan Gehl and Birgitte Svarre draw from 



their combined experience of over 50 years to provide a history of public-life study as well as methods 
and tools necessary to recapture city life as an important planning dimension. This type of systematic 
study began in earnest in the 1960s, when several researchers and journalists on different continents 
criticized urban planning for having forgotten life in the city. City life studies provide knowledge about 
human behavior in the built environment in an attempt to put it on an equal footing with knowledge 
about urban elements such as buildings and transport systems. Studies can be used as input in the 
decision-making process, as part of overall planning, or in designing individual projects such as streets, 
squares or parks. The original goal is still the goal today: to recapture city life as an important planning 
dimension. Anyone interested in improving city life will find inspiration, tools, and examples in this 
invaluable guide.

Living and Working

An argument against the ideology of domesticity that separates work from home; lavishly illustrated, 
with architectural proposals for alternate approaches to working and living. Despite the increasing 
numbers of people who now work from home, in the popular imagination the home is still understood 
as the sanctuary of privacy and intimacy. Living is conceptually and definitively separated from work. 
This book argues against such a separation, countering the prevailing ideology of domesticity with a 
series of architectural projects that illustrate alternative approaches. Less a monograph than a treatise, 
richly illustrated, the book combines historical research and design proposals to reenvision home 
as a cooperative structure in which it is possible to live and work and in which labor is socialized 
beyond the family—freeing inhabitants from the sense of property and the burden of domestic labor. 
The projects aim to move the house beyond the dichotomous logic of male/female, husband/wife, 
breadwinner/housewife, and private/public. They include the reinvention of single-room occupancy as 
a new model for affordable housing; the reimagining of the simple tower-and-plinth prototype as host to 
a multiplicity of work activities and enlivening street life; and a plan for a modular, adaptable structure 
meant to house a temporary dweller. All of these design projects conceive of the house not as a 
commodity, the form of which is determined by its exchange value, but as an infrastructure defined 
by its use value.

People Cities

Over the last 50 years architect Jan Gehl has changed the way that we think about architecture and city 
planning--moving from the Modernist separation of uses to a human-scale approach inviting people 
to use their cities. People Cities tells the inside story of how Gehl learned to study urban spaces and 
implement his people-centered approach in car-dominated cities. It discusses the work, theory, life, and 
influence of Gehl from the perspective of those who have worked with him in cities across the globe. 
It will inspire anyone who wants to create vibrant, human-scale cities and understand the ideas and 
work of the architect who has most influenced urban design.

Mapping Society

From a rare map of yellow fever in eighteenth-century New York, to Charles Booth’s famous maps of 
poverty in nineteenth-century London, an Italian racial zoning map of early twentieth-century Asmara, 
to a map of wealth disparities in the banlieues of twenty-first-century Paris, Mapping Society traces the 
evolution of social cartography over the past two centuries. In this richly illustrated book, Laura Vaughan 
examines maps of ethnic or religious difference, poverty, and health inequalities, demonstrating how 
they not only serve as historical records of social enquiry, but also constitute inscriptions of social 
patterns that have been etched deeply on the surface of cities. The book covers themes such as the use 
of visual rhetoric to change public opinion, the evolution of sociology as an academic practice, changing 
attitudes to physical disorder, and the complexity of segregation as an urban phenomenon. While the 
focus is on historical maps, the narrative carries the discussion of the spatial dimensions of social 
cartography forward to the present day, showing how disciplines such as public health, crime science, 
and urban planning, chart spatial data in their current practice. Containing examples of space syntax 
analysis alongside full colour maps and photographs, this volume will appeal to all those interested in 
the long-term forces that shape how people live in cities.

Whole Life Costing for Sustainable Building

Whole life costing is now integral to building procurement, both for new buildings and major refurbish-
ments. It is key when assessing investment scenarios for estates as well as individual buildings, and 



has become a tool for justifying higher capital cost items. Standard whole life costing methods combine 
capital cost, facilities costs, operational costs, income and disposal costs with a “single action–single 
benefit” approach. Costing based on this type of single attribute assessment misses out on realising 
value from the intricacies of the interactions buildings have with their occupants, users and the location 
in which they are placed. In contrast, the multi-attribute approach presented by the author of this 
book explains how to analyse the whole cost of a building, while also taking into account secondary 
and tertiary values of a variety of actions that are deemed important for the project owners and 
decision-making stakeholders. The process is an effective tool for presenting a good business case 
within the opportunities and constrains of real life. For example, it presents the interdependencies of 
how: Building location affects servicing strategies which impact on maintainability and control and, by 
extension, on occupant comfort; Material selection affects time on site, building maintainability as well 
as overall building quality and the environment; Building shape impacts on servicing strategies as well 
as operating costs. The reader will be shown how to incorporate this method of whole life valuation into 
standard cost models allowing for a more robust decision making process. This is done by breaking 
down project aims into their most basic aspects and adopting the methods of simple quantitative risk 
analysis, the functionality of which is based on real data. Written by an author immersed in project team 
collaboration to identify the interdependencies of design decisions throughout her professional life, this 
is the most practical guide available on the topic.

Public Spaces, Public Life

This book brings together experts from different areas to show how creativity drives design and 
innovation to allow the integration of a wider spectrum of topics related to engineering design, industrial 
design and ergonomics in design. It presents theories and best practices demonstrating how creativity 
generates technological invention, and how this, combined with entrepreneurship, leads to business 
innovation. It also discusses strategies to teach creativity and entrepreneurial competencies. Moreover, 
the book discusses the role of human factors in understanding, communicating with and engaging 
users, reporting on innovative approaches, new typographies, visual elements and technologies 
applied to mobile and computer interfaces developments. It also discusses innovative strategies for 
design education and sustainable design. Based on the AHFE 2020 Virtual Conference on Creativity, 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship and on the AHFE 2020 Virtual Conference on Human Factors in 
Communication of Design, held on July 16–20, 2020, this book offers a fresh perspective and novel 
insights for human factors researchers, designers, communicators and innovators.

Advances in Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Communication of Design

Building Health Throughout the Life Courseelucidates how health develops and changes throughout 
the life course, and how the use of the life course approach among public health practitioners can 
ensure that health as a human right is achieved for all individuals. It describes the life course vision of 
health that focuses not only on diseases and their consequences, but rather on achieving long, healthy, 
active, and productive lives. The book consists of three stand-alone parts. Part 1, "Concepts\

Building Health Throughout the Life Course

The world is becoming more urban and recent forms of development have had numerous negative 
environmental, energy, social, and economic consequences. New approaches are necessary, urgently, 
in what we can consider humanity s rst urban century. At a fundamental level, new developments in 
cities should be comfortable for people as well as safe, healthy, relatable, and stimulating. The Arabian 
Gulf, in particular, faces amazing opportunities and challenges in the face of rapid urbanisation. The 
Gulf states have the providence of abundant oil and gas supplies that generate wealth in the cities. 
Meanwhile, the region is arid hot and dry with limited prime farmland. Lifescapes Beyond Bigness 
explores alternative ways to make cities in the United Arab Emirates, a nation well-known for its 
large-scale and ambitious building endeavors. Khaled Alawadi and his colleagues advocate a smaller, 
more human scale. Their ideas are deeply rooted in nature and culture. Their goal is nothing less than 
a radical rethinking and re-orientation of the cities in the UAE away from the bigness of its recent past. 
In many regards, this is a bold undertaking, even more audacious than the muscular high rises that 
dominate the skylines of Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

The Value Handbook



What will your 100-year life look like? A new edition of the international bestseller, featuring a new 
preface 'Brilliant, timely, original, well written and utterly terrifying' Niall Ferguson Does the thought 
of working for 60 or 70 years fill you with dread? Or can you see the potential for a more stimulating 
future as a result of having so much extra time? Many of us have been raised on the traditional notion 
of a three-stage approach to our working lives: education, followed by work and then retirement. But 
this well-established pathway is already beginning to collapse – life expectancy is rising, final-salary 
pensions are vanishing, and increasing numbers of people are juggling multiple careers. Whether you 
are 18, 45 or 60, you will need to do things very differently from previous generations and learn to 
structure your life in completely new ways. The 100-Year Life is here to help. Drawing on the unique 
pairing of their experience in psychology and economics, Lynda Gratton and Andrew J. Scott offer 
a broad-ranging analysis as well as a raft of solutions, showing how to rethink your finances, your 
education, your career and your relationships and create a fulfilling 100-year life. · How can you fashion 
a career and life path that defines you and your values and creates a shifting balance between work 
and leisure? · What are the most effective ways of boosting your physical and mental health over a 
longer and more dynamic lifespan? · How can you make the most of your intangible assets – such 
as family and friends – as you build a productive, longer life? · In a multiple-stage life how can you 
learn to make the transitions that will be so crucial and experiment with new ways of living, working 
and learning? Shortlisted for the FT/McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award and featuring a new 
preface, The 100-Year Life is a wake-up call that describes what to expect and considers the choices 
and options that you will face. It is also fundamentally a call to action for individuals, politicians, firms 
and governments and offers the clearest demonstration that a 100-year life can be a wonderful and 
inspiring one.

Lifescapes Beyond Bigness

“All too often,” wrote disabled architect Ronald Mace, “designers don’t take the needs of disabled and 
elderly people into account.” Building Access investigates twentieth-century strategies for designing the 
world with disability in mind. Commonly understood in terms of curb cuts, automatic doors, Braille signs, 
and flexible kitchens, Universal Design purported to create a built environment for everyone, not only 
the average citizen. But who counts as “everyone,” Aimi Hamraie asks, and how can designers know? 
Blending technoscience studies and design history with critical disability, race, and feminist theories, 
Building Access interrogates the historical, cultural, and theoretical contexts for these questions, offer-
ing a groundbreaking critical history of Universal Design. Hamraie reveals that the twentieth-century 
shift from “design for the average” to “design for all” took place through liberal political, economic, and 
scientific structures concerned with defining the disabled user and designing in its name. Tracing the 
co-evolution of accessible design for disabled veterans, a radical disability maker movement, disability 
rights law, and strategies for diversifying the architecture profession, Hamraie shows that Universal 
Design was not just an approach to creating new products or spaces, but also a sustained, understated 
activist movement challenging dominant understandings of disability in architecture, medicine, and 
society. Illustrated with a wealth of rare archival materials, Building Access brings together scientific, 
social, and political histories in what is not only the pioneering critical account of Universal Design 
but also a deep engagement with the politics of knowing, making, and belonging in twentieth-century 
United States.

The 100-Year Life

The topic of streets and street design is of compelling interest today as public officials, developers, 
and community activists seek to reshape urban patterns to achieve more sustainable forms of growth 
and development. Streets and the Shaping of Towns and Cities traces ideas about street design and 
layout back to the early industrial era in London suburbs and then on through their institutionalization 
in housing and transportation planning in the United States. It critiques the situation we are in 
and suggests some ways out that are less rigidly controlled, more flexible, and responsive to local 
conditions. Originally published in 1997, this edition includes a new introduction that addresses topics 
of current interest including revised standards from the Institute of Transportation Engineers; changes 
in city plans and development standards following New Urbanist, Smart Growth, and sustainability 
principles; traffic calming; and ecologically oriented street design.

Building Access



In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in health than others. Those 
disparities are caused not only by fundamental differences in health status across segments of the 
population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants 
of health. Only part of an individual's health status depends on his or her behavior and choice; 
community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing, poor 
public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying neighborhoods also contribute to health 
inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape 
lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable: such 
inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in 
Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities 
in the United States. This report focuses on what communities can do to promote health equity, what 
actions are needed by the many and varied stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, 
as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be overcome.

Creating the Canvas for Public Life in Bath

The Social Life Of Small Urban Spaces.

Streets and the Shaping of Towns and Cities

In this important collection, eighteen renowned writers, including David Remnick, Zadie Smith, Re-
becca Skloot, Rory Stewart, and Adam Gopnik evoke the spirit and history of some of the world’s 
most recognized and significant city squares, accompanied by illustrations from equally distinguished 
photographers. Over half of the world’s citizens now live in cities, and this number is rapidly growing. 
At the heart of these municipalities is the square—the defining urban public space since the dawn of 
democracy in Ancient Greece. Each square stands for a larger theme in history: cultural, geopolitical, 
anthropological, or architectural, and each of the eighteen luminary writers has contributed his or 
her own innate talent, prodigious research, and local knowledge. Divided into three parts: Culture, 
Geopolitics, History, headlined by Michael Kimmelman, David Remnick, and George Packer, this 
significant anthology shows the city square in new light. Jehane Noujaim, award-winning filmmaker, 
takes the reader through her return to Tahrir Square during the 2011 protest; Rory Stewart, diplomat 
and author, chronicles a square in Kabul which has come and gone several times over five centuries; 
Ari Shavit describes the dramatic changes of central Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square; Rick Stengel, editor, 
author, and journalist, recounts the power of Mandela’s choice of the Grand Parade, Cape Town, a 
huge market square to speak to the world right after his release from twenty-seven years in prison; 
while award-winning journalist Gillian Tett explores the concept of the virtual square in the age of social 
media. This collection is an important lesson in history, a portrait of the world we live in today, as 
well as an exercise in thinking about the future. Evocative and compelling, City Squares will change 
the way you walk through a city. Contributors include: David Adjaye on Jemma e-Fnna, Marrakech • 
Anne Applebaum on Red Square, Moscow and Grand Market Square, Krakow • Chrystia Freeland on 
Euromaiden, Kiev • Adam Gopnik on Place des Vosges, Paris • Alma Guillermoprieto on Zocalo, Mexico 
City • Jehane Noujaim on Tahrir Square, Cairo • Evan Osnos on Tiananmen Square, Beijing • Andrew 
Roberts on Residential Squares, London • Elif Shafak on Taksim Square, Istanbul • Rebecca Skloot on 
American Town Squares • Ari Shavit on Rabin Square, Tel Aviv • Zadie Smith on the grand piazzas of 
Rome and Venice • Richard Stengel on Market Square, Grand Parade, Cape Town • Rory Stewart on 
Murad Khane, Kabul • Plus contributions by Gillian Tett, George Packer, David Remnick, and Michael 
Kimmelman; illustrations and photographs from renowned photographers, including: Thomas Struth, 
Philip Lorca di Corcia, and Josef Koudelka

Communities in Action

“A comprehensive, entertaining, and compelling argument for how rebuilding social infrastructure can 
help heal divisions in our society and move us forward.”—Jon Stewart NAMED ONE OF THE BEST 
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • “Engaging.”—Mayor Pete Buttigieg, The New York Times Book 
Review (Editors’ Choice) We are living in a time of deep divisions. Americans are sorting themselves 
along racial, religious, and cultural lines, leading to a level of polarization that the country hasn’t seen 
since the Civil War. Pundits and politicians are calling for us to come together and find common purpose. 
But how, exactly, can this be done? In Palaces for the People, Eric Klinenberg suggests a way forward. 
He believes that the future of democratic societies rests not simply on shared values but on shared 
spaces: the libraries, childcare centers, churches, and parks where crucial connections are formed. 



Interweaving his own research with examples from around the globe, Klinenberg shows how “social 
infrastructure” is helping to solve some of our most pressing societal challenges. Richly reported and 
ultimately uplifting, Palaces for the People offers a blueprint for bridging our seemingly unbridgeable 
divides. LONGLISTED FOR THE ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION 
“Just brilliant!”—Roman Mars, 99% Invisible “The aim of this sweeping work is to popularize the notion 
of ‘social infrastructure'—the ‘physical places and organizations that shape the way people interact'. . . 
. Here, drawing on research in urban planning, behavioral economics, and environmental psychology, 
as well as on his own fieldwork from around the world, [Eric Klinenberg] posits that a community’s 
resilience correlates strongly with the robustness of its social infrastructure. The numerous case studies 
add up to a plea for more investment in the spaces and institutions (parks, libraries, childcare centers) 
that foster mutual support in civic life.”—The New Yorker “Palaces for the People—the title is taken from 
the Scottish-American industrialist and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie’s description of the hundreds 
of libraries he funded—is essentially a calm, lucid exposition of a centuries-old idea, which is really a 
furious call to action.”—New Statesman “Clear-eyed . . . fascinating.”—Psychology Today

The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces

'Urban Sprawl and Public Health' offers a survey of the impact that the built environment can have on 
the health of the people who inhabit our cities. The authors go on to suggest ways in which the design 
of cities could be improved & have a positive impact on the well-being of their citizens.

City Squares

This book provides an innovative perspective to consider contemporary urban challenges through the 
lens of urban vacancy. The contributors develop new empirical insights that rethink ruination, urban 
development and political contestation over the re-use of vacant spaces in post-crisis cities across the 
globe.

Palaces for the People

This new edition incorporates revised guidance from H.M Treasury which is designed to promote 
efficient policy development and resource allocation across government through the use of a thorough, 
long-term and analytically robust approach to the appraisal and evaluation of public service projects 
before significant funds are committed. It is the first edition to have been aided by a consultation process 
in order to ensure the guidance is clearer and more closely tailored to suit the needs of users.

Urban Sprawl and Public Health

In New York - wie auch in vielen anderen Großstädten - wächst die Zahl der öffentlichen Plätze, die 
Privatpersonen gehören und auch privat betrieben werden. Als Gegenleistung für die Schaffung dieser 
Plätze und Einrichtungen, erhalten die Erbauer von der Stadt Sonderkonzessionen (in der Regel für 
die Gebäudehöhe). Dieses Buch dokumentiert und beschreibt anhand von Fotos, Lageplänen und 
Karten über 300 öffentliche Plätze in New York, die in privater Hand sind. Zu den bekanntesten zählen 
u.a. das Trump Tower Atrium, die Sony Arkade und die Citicorp Mall. Jede Beschreibung enthält Infor-
mationen zu Größe, Fertigstellungsdatum, Architekten/Landschaftsarchitekten, Gebäudeeigentümer, 
Öffnungszeiten und Lage. Zu den Abbildungen gehört jeweils ein Foto sowie eine maßstabsgetreue 
Zeichnung, die verdeutlichen, wie sich der Bau in die angrenzende Gebäude-/Straßenlandschaft 
einpaßt. (y05/00)

The New Urban Ruins

The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world, but it is far from the healthiest. 
Although life expectancy and survival rates in the United States have improved dramatically over the 
past century, Americans live shorter lives and experience more injuries and illnesses than people in 
other high-income countries. The U.S. health disadvantage cannot be attributed solely to the adverse 
health status of racial or ethnic minorities or poor people: even highly advantaged Americans are in 
worse health than their counterparts in other, "peer" countries. In light of the new and growing evidence 
about the U.S. health disadvantage, the National Institutes of Health asked the National Research 
Council (NRC) and the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to convene a panel of experts to study the issue. The 
Panel on Understanding Cross-National Health Differences Among High-Income Countries examined 
whether the U.S. health disadvantage exists across the life span, considered potential explanations, 



and assessed the larger implications of the findings. U.S. Health in International Perspective presents 
detailed evidence on the issue, explores the possible explanations for the shorter and less healthy 
lives of Americans than those of people in comparable countries, and recommends actions by both 
government and nongovernment agencies and organizations to address the U.S. health disadvantage.

The Green Book

“Innovation” is the hottest buzzword in business. But what if our obsession with finding the next big 
thing has distracted us from the work that matters most? “The most important book I’ve read in a long 
time . . . It explains so much about what is wrong with our technology, our economy, and the world, 
and gives a simple recipe for how to fix it: Focus on understanding what it takes for your products 
and services to last.”—Tim O’Reilly, founder of O’Reilly Media It’s hard to avoid innovation these days. 
Nearly every product gets marketed as being disruptive, whether it’s genuinely a new invention or 
just a new toothbrush. But in this manifesto on thestate of American work, historians of technology 
Lee Vinsel and Andrew L. Russell argue that our way of thinking about and pursuing innovation has 
made us poorer, less safe, and—ironically—less innovative. Drawing on years of original research and 
reporting, The Innovation Delusion shows how the ideology of change for its own sake has proved a 
disaster. Corporations have spent millions hiring chief innovation officers while their core businesses 
tank. Computer science programs have drilled their students on programming and design, even though 
theoverwhelming majority of jobs are in IT and maintenance. In countless cities, suburban sprawl 
has left local governments with loads of deferred repairs that they can’t afford to fix. And sometimes 
innovation even kills—like in 2018 when a Miami bridge hailed for its innovative design collapsed onto 
a highway and killed six people. In this provocative, deeply researched book, Vinsel and Russell tell the 
story of how we devalued the work that underpins modern life—and, in doing so, wrecked our economy 
and public infrastructure while lining the pockets of consultants who combine the ego of Silicon Valley 
with the worst of Wall Street’s greed. The authors offer a compelling plan for how we can shift our focus 
away from the pursuit of growth at all costs, and back toward neglected activities like maintenance, care, 
and upkeep. For anyone concerned by the crumbling state of our roads and bridges or the direction 
our economy is headed, The Innovation Delusion is a deeply necessary reevaluation of a trend we can 
still disrupt.

Privately Owned Public Space

Through the process of redrawing the plans of a wide range of completed projects by Le Corbusier, 
this book offers a new interpretation of his architectural works. Redrawing all the technical drawings 
provides an insight into the thoughts of the architect when dealing with different building types with 
different functions and provides a fresh understanding of the morphological strategies. Containing 11 
different types of public buildings completed by Le Corbusier, this book draws on 80 of his works, 
and includes drawings and 3D model spatial diagrams. When examined in the context of completion 
date, the reader is able to observe the continuity and transition of Le Corbusier's design ideas. By 
focusing on Le Corbusier and his influential architecture, the book provides a better understanding 
of the morphological basis of modernist architecture in the 20th century. 00Yu Fei specialised in Le 
Corbusier's designs during his studies at Peking University. Over the course of three years Yu Fei 
methodically researched and analysed the work of more than 80 public global architecture projects. 
He is currently studying for his PhD in Architecture at Waseda University, in Japan.

U.S. Health in International Perspective

"Sometimes I feel myself to have been the last colonial." This, in his own words, is the extraordinary 
story of the life and career of Stuart Hall—how his experiences shaped his intellectual, political, and 
theoretical work and how he became one of his age's brightest intellectual lights. Growing up in a 
middle-class family in 1930s Kingston, Jamaica, still then a British colony, the young Stuart Hall found 
himself uncomfortable in his own home. He lived among Kingston's stiflingly respectable brown middle 
class, who, in their habits and ambitions, measured themselves against the white elite. As colonial 
rule was challenged, things began to change in Kingston and across the world. In 1951 a Rhodes 
scholarship took Hall across the Atlantic to Oxford University, where he met young Jamaicans from 
all walks of life, as well as writers and thinkers from across the Caribbean, including V. S. Naipaul 
and George Lamming. While at Oxford he met Raymond Williams, Charles Taylor, and other leading 
intellectuals, with whom he helped found the intellectual and political movement known as the New Left. 
With the emotional aftershock of colonialism still pulsing through him, Hall faced a new struggle: that 



of building a home, a life, and an identity in a postwar England so rife with racism that it could barely 
recognize his humanity. With great insight, compassion, and wit, Hall tells the story of his early life, 
taking readers on a journey through the sights, smells, and streets of 1930s Kingston while reflecting 
on the thorny politics of 1950s and 1960s Britain. Full of passion and wisdom, Familiar Stranger is the 
intellectual memoir of one of our greatest minds.

The Innovation Delusion

Three photographic essays offer a study of the neglected "nooks and crannies" between structures, 
from gates and fences to sidewalks, alleys, and parking lots. In his exploration of how spaces become 
places, geographer Ford invites readers to see anew the spaces they encounter every day and often 
take for granted. 52 halftones.

Le Corbusier Public Architecture 80 Pub June 2021

Familiar Stranger
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