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Classical And Modern Social Theory

#classical social theory #modern social theory #sociology #social thought #theoretical sociology

Explore the foundational ideas of classical social theory alongside the dynamic developments in
modern social theory. This comprehensive overview delves into the evolution of sociology and the
diverse social thought that has shaped our understanding of society, providing key insights into
theoretical sociology and its enduring relevance.

You can explore theses by subject area, university, or author name.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Modern Social Theory you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Modern Social Theory, available at no cost.

Classical and Modern Social Theory

Classical and Modern Social Theory is comprehensive introduction to the field, covering a wide
historical range of thinkers, from the classical to the postmodernist, as well as key themes in social
theory and a guide to the major debates. Designed for students with little or no background in social
theory, this single volume covering both classic and contemporary theory introduces the basic concepts
at the center of social theory in accessible language and provides readers with a useful reference
source to the field.

Classical Social Theory and Modern Society

Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber are indispensable for understanding the sociological
enterprise. They are among the chief founders of the discipline and among the foremost theorists

of modernity, and their work can stimulate readers to reflect on their own identities and worldviews.
Classical Social Theory and Modern Society introduces students to these three thinkers and shows
their continued relevance today. The first chapter sets the stage by situating the work of Marx, Durkheim,
and Weber in the context of three modernizing revolutions: the Enlightenment, the French Revolution
of 1789, and the industrial revolution. Three overview chapters follow that summarize the key ideas of
each thinker, focusing on their contributions to the development of sociology and their conceptions of
modern society. The last portion of the book explores the thinking of Marx, Durkheim, and Weber on
four themes—the pathologies of modern society, the predicament of the modern individual, the state
and democracy, and socialism versus capitalism. These thematic chapters place Marx, Durkheim, and
Weber in dialogue with one another, offering students the opportunity to wrestle with conflicting ideas
on issues that are still significant today. Classical sociology is essential to the teaching of sociology
and also an invaluable tool in the education of citizens.

Handbook of Classical Sociological Theory

This is the first handbook focussing on classical social theory. It offers extensive discussions of debates,
arguments, and discussions in classical theory and how they have informed contemporary sociological
theory. The book pushes against the conventional classical theory pedagogy, which often focused on
single theorists and their contributions, and looks at isolating themes capturing the essence of the
interest of classical theorists that seem to have relevance to modern research questions and theoretical
traditions. This book presents new approaches to thinking about theory in relationship to sociological
methods.

Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory

The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—en-
abling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teach-
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ing and learning workshop. Now available for the first time in print and e-book formats Classical

and Contemporary Sociological Theory: Text and Readings offers students with the best of both
worlds—carefully-edited excerpts from the original works of sociology2s key thinkers accompanied by
an analytical framework that discusses the lives, ideas, and historical circumstances of each theorist.
This unique format enables students to examine, compare, and contrast each theorist's major themes
and concepts. In the Fourth Edition of this bestseller, examples from contemporary life and a rich variety
of updated pedagogical tools (tables, figures, discussion questions, and photographs) come together to
illuminate complex ideas for today’s readers. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor
Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a
test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.

Social Theory Re-Wired

This third edition of Social Theory Re-Wired is a significantly revised edition of this leading text and its
unigue web learning interactive programs that "allow us to go farther into theory and to build student
skills than ever before," according to many teachers. Vital political and social updates are reflected
both in the text and the online supplements. "System updates" to each section offer an expanded

set of contemporary theory readings that focus on the impacts of information/digital technologies on
each of the text’s five big themes: 1) the Puzzles of Social Order, 2) the Social Consequences of
Capitalism, 3) the Darkside of Modernity, 4) Subordinated/Alternative Knowledges, and 5) Self-ldentity
and Society. New to this edition: The "big ideas/questions" thematic structure of the text as well as the
connections between classical and contemporary theorists continues to be popular with instructors.
This feature is enhanced in the new edition An expanded "Podcast Companions" series now pairs

at least one podcast to every reading in the book Many new updates to the exercise platform allow
students to theorize and build theory on their own New readings excerpts include such important
recent work as: Shoshana Zuboff’'s "The Age of Surveillance Capitalism,” Ruha Benjamin’s "Race
After Technology,” David Graeber’s "Of Flying Cars and the Declining Rate of Profit,” Sherry Turkle’s
“Always-On/Always-on-You.”

Classical Sociological Theory

Introducing the founders of sociological theory — from Marx, Weber, Durkheim and Martineau through
to Simmel, DuBois, Mead and others — this accessible textbook locates each thinker within their own
social, political and historical context. By doing so, it helps readers to understand the development

of central sociological concepts and how they can help us understand the contemporary world.

The book includes: Lively biographical sections to help readers get to know each thinker Clear and
easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s arguments - and the most common criticisms Key
concept boxes highlighting the most influential ideas This comprehensive, enlightening text brings the
rich and diverse field of classical sociological theory to life.

Classical Social Theory

Lively, direct, readable, and clear, this is an introductory textbook designed to introduce students at

a basic level to social theory, concentrating on the founding thinkers of sociology. To contemporary
students, the thought of Marx, Weber, Durkheim, and Simmel may seem out of date and irrelevant
compared to the more pressing questions posed by issues of race, gender, and the environment, but
in this book lan Craib compellingly shows the value of studying these classic thinkers.Providing an ac-
count of their key ideas, Dr Craib establishes their contemporary relevance and enduring significance in
terms of their contribution to understanding contemporary problems. Indispensably for an introductory
textbook, this is a jargon-free read, written in a direct, personal style making it easy to understand
and empathise with. A thematic structure aids comprehension and encourages readers to compare
the theorists more systematically. Students will also appreciate thebook-by-book approach, where lan
Craib plays close attention to each of the thinkers' key texts, quoting long passages and devoting
subsections to unpacking various texts in a stratightforward way. Other student-friendly features include
biographical details and an elementary overview of the work of Marx, Weber, Durkheim, and Simmel;
a Dramatis Personae at the end of the book, with brief details of the life and thought of other relvevant
thinkers; and a Glossary covering important terms andphrases used in the text.

Living Theory



Living Theory: The Application of Classical Social Theory to Contemporary Life, 2nd edition analyzes
major features of modern society from the classical theory point of view, and suggests how modern
life might be explained from this viewpoint. The author examines the works of four classical figures

- Marx, Durkheim, Simmel, and Weber - because of their continuing influence on social theory, and
because they addressed many of the central issues we confront in modern society. Topics new to this
edition include: New electronic technologies The battle over valued property The role of trust in society
Governmental secrecy Trafficking in human organs

Classical Sociological Theory

A world-class introduction to the historical and continuing impact of classical theory on sociological
debate The latest edition of Classical Sociological Theory offers students a definitive guide to the
theoretical foundations of sociology and the continuing impact of the ideas explored by early theorists,
including Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Freud, Du Bois, Adorno, Marcuse, Parsons, and
Merton. The prestigious editors have integrated several readings on the most influential theories
arising out of the Enlightenment era and the work of de Tocqueville. Readers are introduced to
seminal works in classical sociological theory by way of editorial introductions that lend historical and
intellectual perspective to the included readings. The readings themselves have been selected based
on their combinations of theoretical sophistication and accessibility. From analyses of self and society
to examinations of critical theory and structural-functional analysis, Classical Sociological Theory
remains the gold standard in classical theory readers. The Fourth Edition of this widely taught book
includes: Selections that trace the history of classical sociological theory, from its undisciplined roots
to its modern influence on contemporary sociological debate Readings describing the “pre-history” of
sociology, including ideas from the Enlightenment and de Tocqueville Editorial introductions that place
selected works firmly in their intellectual, philosophical, and historical contexts for the benefit of the
student A distinguished and scholarly team of editors with a wide and deep range of expertise Perfect for
undergraduate and graduate students of social and sociological theory, Classical Sociological Theory
is also a thought-provoking resource ideal for use in courses taught in human geography, anthropology,
criminology, and urban studies programs.

An Introduction to Classical and Contemporary Social Theory

This book provides a critical analysis of classical and contemporary social theory from a class
perspective. It is concise, lucid, and well written.

Beginning classical social theory

Beginning classical social theory introduces students and educated general readers to thirteen key
social theorists by way of examining a single, exemplary text by each author, ranging from Comte to
Adorno. It answers the need for a book that helps students develop the skill to critically read theory.
Rather than learning how to admire the canonical theorists, readers are alerted to the flow of their
arguments and the texts’ contradictions and limitations. Having gotten ‘under the skin’ of one key text by
each author will provide readers with a solid starting point for further study. The book will be suitable as
the principal textbook in social theory modules as much as alongside a more conventional textbook as
arecommended additional tool for self-study. It will appeal to undergraduate and postgraduate students
as well as educated lay readers.

Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics

This text is the teaching solution for instructors who need a brief, accessible text for sociological theory.
An affordable alternative to a standard text, this volume still includes a range of pedagogical features;
it is concise yet comprehensive, informative, and engaging for a wide range of students.

Capitalism and Classical Social Theory

Capitalism and Classical Social Theory, Second Edition offers solid coverage of the classical triumvirate
(Marx, Durkheim, and Weber), but also extends the canon strategically to include Simmel, four early
female theorists, and the writings of Du Bois.

Classical Social Theory



This accessible, original book is an exploration of the relevance of classical social theory in the
contemporary world. It examines the work of Marx, Weber and Durkheim through the lens of new
theoretical issues, such as the role of Empire, the problem of cultural differences, and the possibilities
of democracy that are implicit in each theorist's perspective.

Classical Theory and Modern Studies

Classical Theory and Modern Studies discusses the ideas and insights of major figures in the classical
period of sociological theory, and explores their continuing relevance to contemporary sociology.

Classical Sociological Theory

This comprehensive collection of classical sociological theory is a definitive guide to the roots of
sociology from its undisciplined beginnings to its current influence on contemporary sociological
debate. Explores influential works of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Freud, Du Bois, Adorno,
Marcuse, Parsons, and Merton Editorial introductions lend historical and intellectual perspective to
the substantial readings Includes a new section with new readings on the immediate "pre-history" of
sociological theory, including the Enlightenment and de Tocqueville Individual reading selections are
updated throughout

Sociological Theory

New edition of a text that focuses on how social theory is the result of individuals who were products
of their eras and places. Following a few introductory chapters, each chapter is built around one of the
primary theorists in the discipline: Emile Durkheim, Herbert Spencer, Hegel, Marx, Weber, Fr

Classical Sociological Theory

Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of the foremost authorities on sociological theory,
George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky’s Classical Sociological Theory, Seventh Edition, provides a com-
prehensive overview of the major theorists and schools of sociological thought from the Enlightenment
roots of theory through the early 20th century. The integration of key theories with biographical sketches
of theorists and the requisite historical and intellectual context helps students to better understand the
original works of classical authors as well as to compare and contrast classical theories. New to this
Edition - In Ch. 1, Colonialism is now discussed as a major social force in development of modern
society. - In Ch. 2, there is an expanded discussion of the historical significance of Early Women
Founders and the contributions of W.E.B. Du Bois. - The chapter on Du Bois (Ch. 9) includes new
material about his intellectual influences. - New contemporary commentary about Durkheim has been
added to Ch. 7. - Ch. 9 includes new material from recently translated later writings of George Simmel,
providing new context for his overall theory. - Addition of Historical Context boxes throughout text. -
Sections on contemporary applications of classical theory have been added to each chapter.

Key Concepts in Classical Social Theory

"I think this will prove to be a very useful text for undergraduate students. Alex Law has produced

a comprehensive list of key classical social theory concepts and provides an accessible account of
the meaning of central terms, their place in the work of the classical analysts considered and the
contemporary significance of their ideas. In addition he has offered useful additional reading guidance
from which students will derive considerable benefit." - Barry Smart, University of Portsmouth This
book2s individual entries introduce, explain and contextualise the key topics within classical social theory.
Definitions, summaries and key words are developed throughout with careful cross-referencing allowing
students to move effortlessly between core ideas and themes. Each entry provides: clear definitions
lucid accounts of key issues up-to-date suggestions for further reading informative cross-referencing.
Relevant, focused and accessible this book will provide students across the social sciences with an
indispensible guide to the central concepts of classical social theory.

Capitalism and Classical Social Theory, Third Edition

In this third edition of Capitalism and Classical Social Theory, John Bratton and David Denham build on
the classical triumvirate—Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber—Dby extending the conversation
to include early female theorists such as Mary Wollstonecraft and Charlotte Perkins Gilman, as

well as the writings of W.E.B. Du Bois and G.H. Mead. Connecting current headlines in the political



mainstream to concepts like alienation, anomie, class, gender, race, and the environment, Capitalism
and Classical Social Theory sheds light on how classical social theories may be applied and understood
within a contemporary context. This revised and expanded third edition features topical discussions of
socio-economic shifts in the post-Trump and post-Brexit world and uses original excerpts and additional
readings to further contextualize the significance of classical social theory today.

Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory

Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World, Second Edition is an un-
dergraduate sociological theory textbook that introduces the student to the major classical theorists,
including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Mead, Schutz, Gilman, and Du Bois. The theorists
were chosen for the diversity of their perspectives as well as their ability to introduce the student to
contemporary theory. Kenneth Allan uses a lively informative writing style to engage the students in
the eras of social change that spawned the major sociological theories and then applies them to the
current era, which also is experiencing major social change. Features and benefits: - The book includes
a glossary of terms. Each of the theorist’s important concepts are highlighted in the text and clear
definitions provided in the glossary. This feature is particularly important because theory is made up
of terms and concepts and without the use of a glossary, it is very easy for the undergraduate theory
student to lose track of the terms and meanings. - While the book is organized primarily around the
individual theorist’s perspective, a categorical scheme is also provided so the student can roughly
situate the theorists and decide for themselves some of sociology’s big questions. The scheme provided
in the book is not the one usually used by textbooks. The more commonly used scheme (conflict,
functional, interaction) hides some really important questions that the student needs to consider (for
example, is society an object or does it exist only through interpretations?). - The book provides an
appendix with complete definitions of most of sociology’s major "perspectives” e.g., critical theory
(including feminism, race, and queer theory, postmodernism, and so on), exchange theory, rational
choice theory, dramaturgy, ethnomethodology, structuration, network theory, ecological theory, social
phenomenology, and so on. - The book introduces the power and poetry of theory by extensive use of
original source material from the theorists writings.

Marx, Durkheim, Weber

"This is an excellent introduction to classical social theory. For most students it is the only book on
the subject that they will need. The expositions are clear and comprehensive, outlining with almost
alarming clarity ideas with which many of us have to struggle' - Alan Bryman, The Management Centre,
University of Leicester This is a thoroughly revised, expanded version of the best selling student text
in classical social theory. The book provides an authoritative, accessible undergraduate guide to the
three pivotal figures in the classical tradition. Readable and stimulating, the book explains the key ideas
of these thinkers and situates them in their historical and philosophical contexts. The student gains
an immediate understanding of what is distinctive and relevant about these giants of sociology. The
book includes a glossary with over 150 entries. For a decade, the book has been required reading on
undergraduate degree programmes. This new edition, refines the material, extends the analysis and
enhances our appreciation. It is a nugget in its field.

Classical and Contemporary Social Theory

Classical and Contemporary Social Theory: Investigation and Application, 1/e, is the most compre-
hensive, informative social theory book on the market. The title covers multiple schools of thought and
applies their ideas to society today. Readers will learn the origins of social theory and understand the
role of myriad social revolutions that shaped the course of societies around the world.

Sociological Theory and the Environment

Nearly all of the major perspectives, focal points and debates in environmental sociology are reflected in
this collection of essays. The volume exceeds the bounds of conventional theory by surveying societies
and their natural biophysical environments.

Classical Sociological Theory



This comprehensive collection of classical sociological theory is a definitive guide to the roots of
sociology. The Reader traces the evolution of social science from its undisciplined beginnings to current
guideposts and reference points in contemporary sociological debate.

Classical Social Theory

This accessible, original book is an exploration of the relevance of classical social theory in the
contemporary world. It examines the work of Marx, Weber and Durkheim through the lens of new
theoretical issues, such as the role of Empire, the problem of cultural differences, and the possibilities
of democracy that are implicit in each theorist's perspective.

Modern Social Theory

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the core topics, theories and debates in modern
social theory. Fourteen chapters have been written by leading specialists in the field, providing
up-to-date guidance on the full sweep of the modern sociological imagination, from the legacies of
the classical figures of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel and Parsons to the work of cutting-edge
contemporary theorists. Separate chapters discuss functionalism and its critics, interpretive and inter-
actionist theory, historical social theory, western Marxism, psychoanalytic social theory, structuralism
and post-structuralism, structure and agency theory, feminist social theory, postmodernism and its
critics, and theories about globalization. All chapters are supplied with questions for discussion, study
boxes, guidance on further reading and useful website addresses. It is ideal for students of sociology
and cultural studies pursuing foundational courses in the history and theory of social analysis, and is
also accessible for the general reader.

Theorizing Classical Sociology

* How did classical sociology emerge and take shape? * What is the significance of classical sociology
for current theoretical debates? * How can the classical tradition in social theory inform our under-
standing of the crisis of modernity? Social theory has been formed through elaboration and critique of
the classical tradition, and this introductory volume illuminates current theoretical terrain by examining
major classical theories - of Saint-Simon, Comte, Marx, Durkheim, Dilthey, Tonnies, Simmel and Weber
- highlighting recurring themes and debates. It explains how classical sociology emerged through a
debate with the Enlightenment, in which the concept of the 'social’ took shape. This was constructed
around various themes emphasizing contrasting components of social life - including material, cultural,
rational and moral factors. These divergent theorizations set the scene for the play of theoretical
oppositions that characterize much subsequent theoretical dispute. Along with these debates there
were questions about the very identity of sociology, which in turn relate to a core issue in the discipline
- grasping the crisis of modernity. This authoritative text introduces the key issues of classical sociology
to undergraduates, making use of student-friendly features such as clear summaries, further reading
and a glossary. It lays the foundations for an understanding of contemporary discussion, and will also
be recognized at the postgraduate level as a key reference in the field.

llluminating Social Life

llluminating Social Life has enjoyed increasing popularity with each edition. It is the only book designed
for undergraduate teaching that shows today's students how classical and contemporary social theories
can be used to shed new light on such topics as the internet, the world of work, fast food restaurants,
shopping malls, alcohol use, body building, sales and service, and new religious movements.A perfect
complement for the sociological theory course, it offers 13 original essays by leading scholars in the
field who are also experienced undergraduate theory teachers. Substantial introductions by the editor
link the applied essays to a complete review of the classical and modern social theories used in the
book.

Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory

This is a book that will be used in a one semester course where the breadth of the development

of sociological theory is covered in one semester. The book will be a hybrid of text and readings by
providing both original works and a theoretical and historical framework with which to better understand
the readings. The proposed readings will consist of the major writings of sociology's key theorists, and



Edles/Applerouth will provide a historical and theoretical framework for understanding them. This is a
major difference from the ...

Theory for the Working Sociologist

Theory for the Working Sociologist makes social theory easy to understand by revealing sociology's
hidden playbook. Fabio Rojas argues that sociologists use four different theoretical "moves" when they
try to explain the social world: how groups defend their status, how people strategically pursue their
goals, how values and institutions support each other, and how people create their social reality. Rojas
uses famous sociological studies to illustrate these four types of theory and show how students and
researchers may apply them to their interests. The guiding light of the book is the concept of the "social
mechanism," which clearly and succinctly links causes and effects in social life. Drawing on dozens of
empirical studies that define modern sociology and focusing on the nuts and bolts of social explanation,
Rojas reveals how areas of study within the field of sociology that at first glance seem dissimilar are, in
fact, linked by shared theoretical underpinnings. In doing so, he elucidates classical and contemporary
theory, and connects both to essential sociological findings made throughout the history of the field.
Aimed at undergraduate students, graduate students, journalists, and interested general readers who
want a more formal way to understand social life, Theory for the Working Sociologist presents the
underlying themes of sociological thought using contemporary research and plain language.

Sociological Theory in the Classical Era

Now available for the first time in both print and e-book formats Sociological Theory in the Classical
Era, Fourth Edition is an innovative text/reader for courses in classical theory. It introduces students to
important original works by sociology2s key classical theorists while providing a thorough framework for
understanding these challenging readings. For each theorist, the editors supply a biographical sketch,
discuss intellectual influences and core ideas, and offer contemporary applications of those ideas.

In addition to the seven major theorists covered, the book also connects their work to "Significant
Others"—writers and thinkers who may have derived much of their own perspectives from Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, Gilman, Simmel, Du Bois, and Mead. Included with this title: The password-protected
Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources,
including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides. Learn more.

Classical Sociology

"In this book, one of the foremost sociologists of the present day turns his gaze upon the key figures
and seminal institutions in the rise of sociology.” "This book is a systematic introduction to classical
sociology and its development in the twentiethcentury. Accessible and authoritative, it will be required
reading for anyone interested in sociology and social theory today."--BOOK JACKET.

Social Theory

Social Theory provides a sophisticated yet highly accessible introduction to classical and contemporary
social theories. The author’s concise presentation allows students and instructors to focus on central
themes. The text lets theorists speak for themselves, presenting key passages from each theorist’s
corpus, bringing theory to life. The approach allows instructors the opportunity to help students learn
to unpack sometimes complex prose, just as it offers inroads to class discussion. Chapters on Addams
and early feminism, on Habermas and the Frankfurt School, on Foucault, and on globalization and
social movements round out contemporary coverage. The book presents and explains key theories,
just as it provides an introduction to central debates about them.

Colonialism and Modern Social Theory

Modern society emerged in the context of European colonialism and empire. So, too, did a distinctively
modern social theory, laying the basis for most social theorising ever since. Yet colonialism and empire
are absent from the conceptual understandings of modern society, which are organised instead around
ideas of nation state and capitalist economy. Gurminder K. Bhambra and John Holmwood address this
absence by examining the role of colonialism in the development of modern society and the legacies it
has bequeathed. Beginning with a consideration of the role of colonialism and empire in the formation
of social theory from Hobbes to Hegel, the authors go on to focus on the work of Tocqueville, Marx,

Weber, Durkheim and Du Bois. As well as unpicking critical omissions and misrepresentations, the



chapters discuss the places where colonialism is acknowledged and discussed — albeit inadequately
— by these founding figures; and we come to see what this fresh rereading has to offer and why it
matters. This inspiring and insightful book argues for a reconstruction of social theory that should lead
to a better understanding of contemporary social thought, its limitations, and its wider possibilities.

An Introduction to Classical and Contemporary Social Theory

This book provides a critical analysis of classical and contemporary social theory from a class
perspective. It is concise, lucid, and well written.

Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory

Praised for its conversational tone, personal examples, and helpful pedagogical tools, the Fourth
Edition of Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World is organized around
the modern ideas of progress, knowledge, and democracy. With this historical thread woven throughout
the chapters, the book examines the works and intellectual contributions of major classical theorists,
including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Martineau, Gilman, Douglass, Du Bois,
Parsons, and the Frankfurt School. Kenneth Allan and new co-author Sarah Daynes focus on the spe-
cific views of each theorist, rather than schools of thought, and highlight modernity and postmodernity
to help contemporary readers understand how classical sociological theory applies to their lives.

Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical Roots

The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—en-
abling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching
and learning workshop. Now with SAGE Publishing, Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Clas-
sical Roots: The Basics, is a brief survey of sociology2s major theorists and theoretical approaches,
from the Classical founders to the present. With updated scholarship in the new Fifth Edition, authors
George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky connect many theorists and schools of thought together under
broad headings that offer students a synthesized view of sociological theory. This text is perfect for
those who want an accessible overview of the entire tradition of sociological thinking, with an emphasis
on the contemporary relevance of theory.

Capitalism and Modern Social Theory

Giddens's analysis of the writings of Marx, Durkheim and Weber has become the classic text for any
student seeking to understand the three thinkers who established the basic framework of contemporary
sociology. The first three sections of the book, based on close textual examination of the original
sources, contain separate treatments of each writer. The author demonstrates the internal coherence
of their respective contributions to social theory. The concluding section discusses the principal ways
in which Marx can be compared with the other two authors, and discusses misconceptions of some
conventional views on the subject.

Contemporary Sociological Theory

Introducing you to the most important thinkers and schools of thought in contemporary sociological
theory — from Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt School to Foucault, Bourdieu, Giddens and
Hochschild — this accessible textbook firmly locates key ideas in social, political and historical context.
By doing so, it helps you to understand the development of central sociological concepts and how they
can help us understand the contemporary world. The book includes: Lively biographical sections so
you can get to know each thinker Clear and easy-to-understand accounts of each theorist’s arguments
- and the most common criticisms Key concept boxes highlighting the most influential ideas This
comprehensive textbook brings the diverse field of contemporary sociological theory to life. Essential
reading for all students of Sociology and Sociological Theory.
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