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Explore the complex and enduring 'War in Afghanistan' through an engaging and interactive modern
history guide. This resource provides a comprehensive analysis of the Afghan conflict, offering deep
insights into key events, major players, and long-term impacts, making it accessible for students,
researchers, and anyone interested in contemporary global conflicts.
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War in Afghanistan

"Describes the people and events of the U.S. war in Afghanistan. The reader's choices reveal the
historical details"--

Afghanistan

For over 2,500 years, the forbidding territory of Afghanistan has served as a vital crossroads for armies
and has witnessed history-shaping clashes between civilizations: Greek, Arab, Mongol, and Tartar,
and, in more recent times, British, Russian, and American. When U.S. troops entered Afghanistan

in the weeks following September 11, 2001, they overthrew the Afghan Taliban regime and sent the
terrorists it harbored on the run. But America's initial easy victory is in sharp contrast to the difficulties
it faces today in confronting the Taliban resurgence. Originally published in 2002, Stephen Tanner's
Afghanistan has now been completely updated to include the crucial turn of events since America first
entered the country.

The American War in Afghanistan

A New York Times Notable Book Winner of 2022 Lionel Gelber Prize The first authoritative history

of American's longest war by one of the world's leading scholar-practitioners. The American war in
Afghanistan, which began in 2001, is now the longest armed conflict in the nation's history. It is currently
winding down, and American troops are likely to leave soon but only after a stay of nearly two decades.
In The American War in Afghanistan, Carter Malkasian provides the first comprehensive history of
the entire conflict. Malkasian is both a leading academic authority on the subject and an experienced
practitioner, having spent nearly two years working in the Afghan countryside and going on to serve
as the senior advisor to General Joseph Dunford, the US military commander in Afghanistan and later
the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff. Drawing from a deep well of local knowledge, understanding of
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Pashto, and review of primary source documents, Malkasian moves through the war's multiple phases:
the 2001 invasion and after; the light American footprint during the 2003 Iraqg invasion; the resurgence
of the Taliban in 2006, the Obama-era surge, and the various resets in strategy and force allocations
that occurred from 2011 onward, culminating in the 2018-2020 peace talks. Malkasian lived through
much of it, and draws from his own experiences to provide a unique vantage point on the war. Today, the
Taliban is the most powerful faction, and sees victory as probable. The ultimate outcome after America
leaves is inherently unpredictable given the multitude of actors there, but one thing is sure: the war
did not go as America had hoped. Although the al-Qa'eda leader Osama bin Laden was killed and

no major attack on the American homeland was carried out after 2001, the United States was unable
to end the violence or hand off the war to the Afghan authorities, which could not survive without US
military backing. The American War in Afghanistan explains why the war had such a disappointing
outcome. Wise and all-encompassing, The American War in Afghanistan provides a truly vivid portrait
of the conflict in all of its phases that will remain the authoritative account for years to come.

The Afghanistan Papers

"The groundbreaking investigative story of how three successive presidents and their military comman-
ders deceived the public year after year about the longest war in American history"--

The War in Afghanistan

Understanding the war in Afghanistan is a critical component of understanding today's geopolitical
climate. Yet facts and figures alone aren't able to capture the experiences of the men, women, and
children who lived through the war. Through firsthand accounts, historical context, and critical thinking
guestions, this volume presents a human perspective on a war that continues to influence foreign policy
today.

What Caused the Afghanistan War?

While witnessing the continuous coverage of violence in Afghanistan, it can be difficult to remember the
events that led to the ongoing conflict. However, in order to understand the struggles of today, informed
people need to comprehend the events of years past. This invaluable volume, while not simplifying
the Afghanistan War, provides a thoughtful and sensitive account of key events, groups, and people
involved in the war, including the country’s colonial history, Al Qaeda, and Osama bin Laden. More
significant information is presented in sidebars throughout the text, while photographs provide visual
support for this most timely and important subject.

The Afghanistan War

The war in Afghanistan, a conflict that continues to rage on more than a decade after it began, has
changed the lives of many families both in the country itself and in the many nations that have sent
soldiers to fight there, including the United States and Canada. Readers of this notable volume will learn
why this war began as well as its wide-reaching consequences. Photographs and other primary sources
will further enlighten about the current conflict. This commendable text contains essential content for
any classroom or library concerned with keeping readers informed about current events.

You Choose: Modern History

The Mughals, British and Soviets all failed to subjugate Afghanistan, failures which offer valuable
lessons for today. Taking a long historical perspective from 1520 to 2012, this volume examines the
Mughal, British, Soviet and NATO efforts in Afghanistan, drawing on new archives and a synthesis of
previous counter-insurgency experiences. Special emphasis is given to ecology, terrain and logistics
to explain sub-conventional operations and state-building in Afghanistan. War and State-Building in
Modern Afghanistan provides an overall synthesis of British, Russian, American and NATO military
activities in Afghanistan, which directly links past experiences to the current challenges. These timely
essays are particularly relevant to contemporary debates about NATO's role in Afghanistan; do the
war and state-building policies currently employed by NATO forces undercut or enhance a political
solution? The essays in this volume introduce new historical perspectives on this debate, and will
prove illuminating reading for students and scholars interested in military history, the history of warfare,
international relations and comparative politics.



War and State-Building in Afghanistan

The history of Afghanistan is largely military history. From the Persians and Greeks of antiquity to

the British, Soviet, and American powers in modern times, outsiders have led military conquests

into the mountains and plains of Afghanistan, leaving their indelible marks on this ancient land at

the juncture of Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. In this book Ali Ahmad Jalali, a former interior
minister of Afghanistan, taps a deep understanding of his country's distant and recent past to explore
Afghanistan's military history during the last two hundred years. With an introductory chapter highlight-
ing the major military developments from early times to the foundation of the modern Afghan state,
Jalali's account focuses primarily on the era of British conquest and Anglo-Afghan wars; the Soviet
invasion; the civil war and the rise of the Taliban; and the subsequent U.S. invasion. Looking beyond
persistent stereotypes and generalizations—e.g., the "graveyard of empires" designation emerging
from the Anglo-Afghan wars of the 19th century and the Soviet experience of the 1980s—Jalali offers
a nuanced and comprehensive portrayal of the way of war pursued by both state and non-state actors
in Afghanistan against different domestic and foreign enemies, under changing social, political, and
technological conditions. He reveals how the structure of states, tribes, and social communities in
Afghanistan, along with the scope of their controlled space, has shaped their modes of fighting through-
out history. In particular, his account shows how dynastic wars and foreign conquests differ in principle,
strategy, and method from wars initiated by non-state actors including tribal and community militias
against foreign invasions or repressive government. Written by a professional soldier, politician, and
noted scholar with a keen analytical grasp of his country's military and political history, this magisterial
work offers unique insight into the military history of Afghanistan—and thus, into Afghanistan itself.

A Military History of Afghanistan

A towering history of the first Afghan War by bestselling historian William Dalrymple In the spring of
1839, the British invaded Afghanistan for the first time. Led by lancers in scarlet cloaks and plumed
shakos, nearly 20,000 British and East India Company troops poured through the high mountain passes
and re-established on the throne Shah Shuja ul-Mulk. On the way in, the British faced little resistance.

Return of a King

Describes how, after the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, maverick Texas congressman Charlie
Wilson persuaded his colleagues to fund the CIA's efforts to arm the mujahideen and recounts the
repercussions of that covert operation.

You Choose: Modern History

A whole generation has grown up in Afghanistan knowing little but the ravages of war. The dramatic
overthrow of the Taliban regime in 2001 was simply one event in a series of interrelated struggles
which have blighted ordinary people's lives over the last three decades, and which continue to
interfere with reconciliation and reconstruction. This new edition of The Afghanistan Wars provides a
meticulously-documented history of these successive waves of conflict. From the roots of Afghanistan's
slide into disorder in the late 1970s to the challenges faced by Afghan leaders following the substantial
withdrawal of international forces in 2014, it explores military and diplomatic history while also offering
valuable insight on humanitarian action, gender, medical and cultural themes. Thoroughly revised in the
light of the latest research, the third edition also features a new final chapter which examines recent
developments in Afghanistan, bringing the story up to the present day and mounting a strong case
for continuing support for this troubled country. New to this Edition: - A final chapter on the recent
developments in Afghanistan up to the present day - Revised to take into account the considerable
amount of new material published on this topic since 2009 - Refreshed and updated throughout

Charlie Wilson's War

Throughout history armies of occupation and civil power have been repeatedly faced with the chal-
lenges of insurgency. British and American involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan has highlighted this
form of conflict in the modern world. Armies, sometimes reluctantly, have had to adopt new doctrines
and tactics to deal with the problems of insurgency and diverse counterinsurgency strategies have
been developed, ranging from conventional operations to a combination of propaganda and political
strategy. Here, 13 authors examine the development of counterinsurgency from the early 20th century



to the present. Including information on the Arab-Israeli conflict, Afghanistan and Iraq this book is a
timely and accessible survey of a critical facet of modern warfare.

The Afghanistan Wars

The Soviet invasion of its neighbour Afghanistan in December 1979 sparked a bloody nine-year
conflict in that country until Soviet forces withdrew in 1988—-89, dooming the communist Afghanistan
government to defeat at the hands of the Mujahideen, the Afghan popular resistance backed by the
USA and other powers. The Soviet invasion had enormous implications on the global stage; it prompted
the US Senate to refuse to ratify the hard-won SALT Il arms-limitation treaty, and the USA and 64
other countries boycotted the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics. For Afghanistan, the invasion served
to prolong the interminable civil war that pitted central government against the regions and faction
against faction. The country remains locked in conflict over 30 years later, with no end in sight. Featuring
specially drawn mapping and drawing upon a wide range of sources, this succinct account explains
the origins, history and consequences of the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, thereby shedding new
light on the more recent history — and prospects — of that troubled country.

Counterinsurgency in Modern Warfare

Reviews the emergence and fall of the Taliban, their ideology and their place within Islam, and examines
Afghanistan's relevance to issues relating to Islamic extremism, the international drugs trade and
international terrorism.

The Soviet—Afghan War 1979-89

This chronological account traces the history of Afghanistan from pre-civilization to present-day events
and considers the future of democracy in Afghanistan. For centuries, Afghanistan has endured control
by a gamut of political regimes as a result of its strategic location along the trade route between Asia
and the Middle East. The area has been at the center of constant conflict and only in recent years
has recovered from the vestiges of warfare. The second edition of this popular reference offers a
fresh glimpse at the country, showing modern Afghanistan to be a melting pot of cultures, tribes, and
political influences all under the guiding belief of Islam. In addition to thorough coverage of the country's
political, economic, and cultural history, the book provides students with an account of recent events in
Afghanistan since 2007, such as the death of Osama bin Laden in Pakistan and the removal of NATO
soldiers. Other changes include a revised timeline, an updated glossary, additions to the notable figures
appendix, and an expanded bibliography that includes electronic resources.

Afghanistan

Modeled on the classic Vietnam War book, War Comes to Long An, Carter Malkasian's War Comes to
Garmser promises to be a landmark account of the long war in Afghanistan, which has lasted with a few
brief interludes of truce from 1979 to the present. Garmser is a Pashtun district in the heart of Taliban
country with about 150,000 people, and the author, Carter Malkasian, served there for two years as a
civilian official under the auspices of the US State Department. Malkasian, an Oxfordtrained historian
who is fluent in Pashto, places the primary focus on the Afghans' experience rather than those of the
various Russian, American, and British interlopers over the past three decades. He is interested in the
war that the Afghans fought, not the one that Westerners fought, and to that end takes readers into
the world of the Pashtuns: their feuds, their grievances, their beliefs, and their way of life. Two basic
guestions thread through his entire account: is Afghanistan in factungovernable, and are the coalition's
efforts doomed to failure? Many say that the situation is hopeless given widespread corruption and the
thanklessness of the Afghan people. However, as Malkasian shows, the situation is more complicated
than that, and the efforts put forth by the government and the coalition - whether inspired or ill-conceived
- matter. It has been a village war, and it is places like Garmser that provide us with the best window into
it. What does Garmser tell us? Whileit is still too soon to tell, it is the case that Garmser was relatively
peaceful when the Taliban ruled the region. Also, and the US did have some success when the US
surge of 2009-2010 occurred. Still, over the course of three decades, war has been the one constant
in life there. When the time comes for Americans to judge whether the war in Afghanistan was a futile
endeavor - a time that will soon come, given US plans to withdraw in 2013-14 - they should focus on
the places where the Talibanis most likely to reappear in force: places like Garmser.

The History of Afghanistan



From the first interactions between European and native peoples, to the recent peace-keeping efforts
in Afghanistan and Iraqg, military issues have always played an important role in American history. Ways
of War comprehensively explains the place of the military within the wider context of the history of the
United States, showing its centrality to American culture and politics. The chapters provide a complete
survey of the American military's growth and development while answering such questions as: How
did the American military structure develop? How does it operate? And how have historical military
events helped the country to grow and develop? Features Include: Chronological and comprehensive
coverage of North American conflicts since the seventeenth century and international wars undertaken
by the United States since 1783 Over 100 maps and images, chapter timelines identifying key dates
and events, and text boxes throughout providing biographical information and first person accounts A
companion website featuring an extensive testbank of discussion, essay and multiple choice questions
for instructors as well as student study resources including an interactive timeline, chapter summaries,
annotated further reading, annotated weblinks, additional book content, flashcards and an extensive
glossary of key terms. Extensively illustrated and written by experienced instructors, Ways of War is
essential reading for all students of American Military History.

History of the War in Afghanistan, Vol. 3 (of 3) Third Edition

Describes the history of World War |. Readers' choices reveal various historical details.

War Comes to Garmser
The First Afghan War "\

Ways of War

Now a major motion picture from Jerry Bruckheimer starring Chris Hemsworth and Michael Shannon!
“A thrilling action ride of a book” (The New York Times Book Review)—the New York Times bestselling,
true-life account of a US Special Forces team deployed to dangerous, war-ridden Afghanistan in the
weeks following 9/11. In the weeks following the attacks of September 11, a small band of Special
Forces soldiers secretly entered Afghanistan. Riding on horseback, they pursued the Taliban over

the stark and mountainous Afghanistan terrain. After a series of intense battles, they captured the
strategically essential city of Mazar-i-Sharif. The bone-weary American soldiers were welcomed as
liberators as they rode into the city, and the streets thronged with Afghans overjoyed that the Taliban
regime had been overthrown. Then the action took a wholly unexpected turn. During a surrender of
six hundred Taliban troops, the Horse Soldiers were ambushed by the would-be POWSs. Dangerously
overpowered, they fought for their lives in the city’s immense fortress, Qala-i-Jangi, or the House of War.
At risk were the military gains of the entire campaign: if the soldiers perished or were captured, the
entire effort to outmaneuver the Taliban was likely doomed. Previously published as Horse Soldiers, 12
Strong “is not just a battle story—it's also about the home front. An important book” (the TODAY show).
A thrilling, inspiring tale of a group of men on horses who did the impossible and an incredible account
of real life bravery and heroism in the face of insurmountable odds.

World War |

This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended.
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations
to enjoy!

The First Afghan War

Asymmetric wars tend to be highly adaptive, and this war is both regional and global in scope. It is also
a struggle fought in a context where it may come to interact with other conflicts such as the ongoing
Israeli-Palestinian struggle and a possible U.S. effort to drive Saddam Hussein from power. So, while
it is easier to draw lessons than to validate them, this study begins that process."--BOOK JACKET.

Horse Soldiers



Britain's military involvement in Afghanistan is a contentious subject, yet it is often forgotten that the
current conflict is in fact the fourth in a string of such wars dating back as far as the early nineteenth
century. Aiming to protect the British territories in India from the expanding Russian empire, the British
fought a series of conflicts on Afghan territory between 1838 and 1919. The Anglo-Afghan wars of the
19th and early 20th centuries were ill-conceived and led to some of the worst military disasters ever
sustained by British forces in this part of the world, with poor strategy in the First Afghan War resulting
in the annihilation of 16,000 soldiers and civilians in a single week. In his new book, Jules Stewart
explores the potential danger of replaying Britain's military catastrophes and considers what can be
learnt from revisiting the story of these earlier Afghan wars.

History of the War in Afghanistan

When it invaded Afghanistan in 2001, the United States sought to do something previous foreign
powers had never attempted: to create an Afghani state where none existed. More than a decade

on, the new regime in Kabul remains plagued by illegitimacy and ineffectiveness. What happened? As
Thomas Barfield shows, the history of previous efforts to build governments in Afghanistan does much
to explain the difficulties besetting this newest experiment. Princeton Shorts are brief selections taken
from influential Princeton University Press books and produced exclusively in ebook format. Providing
unmatched insight into important contemporary issues or timeless passages from classic works of the
past, Princeton Shorts enable you to be an instant expert in a world where information is everywhere
but quality is at a premium.

The Lessons of Afghanistan

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving,
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the
original work.

The History of the War in Afghanistan

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving,
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the
original work.

On Afghanistan's Plains

Presents an overview of the Afghanistan War, including history, important people and battles, and a
timeline of events.

The War for Afghanistan: A Very Brief History

A career soldier with on-the-ground experience presents a gripping history of the imperial British
experience in Waziristan, a remote area of Pakistan. Distills the hard-earned British experience and
offers some potentially useful lessons for the West and its current troubles in the same region--once
described as the "epicenter of terrorism" and reputedly the hiding place of Osama bin Laden.

Narrative of the War in Afghanistan V2

"Coleridge's assertion that 'if men could learn from history, what lessons it might teach us' should have
been on the lips of current affairs reporters and in the minds of military leaders and politicians as the
terrorist attacks of September 2001 led to the ferocious assault on Afghanistan. In the event, the media
chose to barely make mention of the fact that the British Army had fought in that country on three
occasions in the previous 160 years and the awesome repercussions felt by the Soviet Union after

its ill-considered invasion in 1982 were chiefly referred to by way of snide comment and innuendo.
One wondered when the historical perspective was to enter the equation.” "This book first appeared in
1993 and is now updated and expanded with the precise aim of providing the all-important historical
background to the current pre-occupation with Afghanistan. This new printing will enable discussion
to be more informed, tactics and strategy more soundly evaluated, and comment grounded in fact



rather than assumption and hearsay."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

History of the War in Afghanistan

This new edition of Frank Ledwidge’s eye-opening analysis of British involvement in Irag and
Afghanistan unpicks the causes and enormous costs of military failure. Updated throughout, and with
fresh chapters assessing and enumerating the overall military performance since 2011—including
Libya, ISIS, and the Chilcot findings—Ledwidge shows how lessons continue to go unlearned. “A
brave and important book; essential reading for anyone wanting insights into the dysfunction within
the British military today, and the consequences this has on the lives of innocent civilians caught up in
war."—Times Literary Supplement

History of the War in Afghanistan

Written by the author of the official British military analysis of the Irag campaigns, Blood, Metal and Dust
is the first authoritative military history of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to tell the detailed story of
what happened on the ground. From the high-ranking officer who wrote the still-classified British military
analysis of the war in Iraq comes the authoritative history of two conflicts which have overshadowed
the beginning of the 21st century. Inextricably linked to the ongoing “War on Terror,” the wars in Irag and
Afghanistan dominated more than a decade of international politics, and their influence is felt to this
day. Blood, Metal and Dust is the first military history to offer a comprehensive overview of the wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq, providing in-depth accounts of the operations undertaken by both US and
UK forces. Brigadier Ben Barry explores the wars which shaped the modern Middle East, providing a
detailed narrative of operations as they unfolded. With unparalleled access to official military accounts
and extensive contacts in both the UK and the US militaries, Brigadier Barry is uniquely placed to tell
the story of these controversial conflicts, and offers a rounded account of the international campaigns
which irrevocably changed the global geopolitical landscape.

History of the War in Afghanistan V3 (1858)

There have been few books which put the conflicts into the broadest perspective, and even fewer that
also include in their narrative descriptions of the numerous wars and conflicts on the Northwest Frontier
as well as Afghanistan. This book includes information on all such wars in Afghanistan, not just those
involving British armies, and also describes their background. For the past four years Kevin Baker has
been Lecturer and now Visiting Fellow at the Australian Defence Force Academy (UNSW at ADFA).

The Afghanistan War

'Gripping ... A terrific action narrative' Max Hastings 'Reads like a Tom Clancy thriller, yet every word is
true ... This is modern warfare close-up and raw' Andrew Roberts Bestselling and Orwell Prize-winning
author Toby Harnden tells the gripping and incredible story of the six-day battle that began the War

in Afghanistan and how it set the scene for twenty years of conflict. The West is in shock. Al-Qaeda
has struck the US on 9/11 and thousands are dead. Within weeks, UK Special Forces enter the fray
in Afghanistan alongside the CIA's Team Alpha and US troops. Victory is swift, but fragile. Hundreds
of jihadists surrender and two operatives from Team Alpha enter Qala-i Jangi — the 'Fort of War' —

to interrogate them. The prisoners revolt, one CIA man falls, and the other is trapped inside the fort.
Seven members of the SBS — elite British Special Forces — volunteer for the rescue force and race
into danger and the unknown. The six-day battle that follows proves to be one of the bloodiest of the
Afghanistan war as the SBS and their American comrades face an enemy determined to die in the mud
citadel. Superbly researched, First Casualty is based on unprecedented access to the CIA, SBS, and
US Special Forces. Orwell Prize-winning author Toby Harnden recounts the gripping story of that first
battle in Afghanistan and how the haunting foretelling it contained — unreliable allies, ethnic rivalries,
suicide attacks, and errant bombs — was ignored, fueling the twenty-year conflict to come.

Waging War in Waziristan
Afghan Wars
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