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Dive into the authoritative 'A History of Ethiopia' by Harold G. Marcus, an esteemed scholar offering 
an unparalleled exploration of this ancient and resilient nation. This seminal work provides a rigorous 
historical analysis, covering key periods and pivotal events that shaped Ethiopian history. Essential for 
students and scholars, it's a cornerstone resource for African history studies and understanding the 
Horn of Africa's complex past.
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A History of Ethiopia

In this eminently readable, concise history of Ethiopia, Harold Marcus surveys the evolution of the 
oldest African nation from prehistory to the present. For the updated edition, Marcus has written a new 
preface, two new chapters, and an epilogue, detailing the development and implications of Ethiopia as 
a Federal state and the war with Eritrea.

The Life and Times of Menelik II

A short but comprehensive treatment of the history and religion of Ethiopia, formerly called Abyssinia, 
from the mysterious Queen of Sheba to the time just before Mussolini's attack. A well written, informative 
book.

The Modern History of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa

A history of the Oromo peoples of Ethiopia; their culture, religion and political institutions.

The Modern History of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa

A socio-cultural reconstruction of modern,Ethiopia's social history, that will have far,reaching repercus-
sions in Ethiopianist discourse.

History of Ethiopia

In the wake of the overthrow of the Haile-Selassie regime in Ethiopia in 1974 and the coming to power 
of the military, a number of opposition forces launched insurrections. But only one movement, the 
Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) triumphed, liberating Tigray in 1989, and in an ethnic-based 
coalition which it dominated, assuming state power in 1991. This is the first chronicle of the history 
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of that struggle, and it is based largely on interviews with peasants who formed the core of the 
Tigrayan revolution and the TPLF leadership. It provides the necessary background to understanding 
post-1991 political developments in Ethiopia. It also offers an explanation of peasant-based revolution 
that contrasts with contemporary approaches by Marxists, Skocpol, and in particular the works of Wolf, 
Paige and Scott, all of whom largely ignore the political considerations and the role of the revolutionary 
party, which Dr Young identifies as a critical element in his study.

The Oromo of Ethiopia

The author describes how Ethiopia, Great Britain and the United States from their respective so-called 
national interest, related to each other in the 1940s.

The Making of Modern Ethiopia

Ethiopia 1893-1910 Portraits of the most powerful woman of her time, and the Ethiopian emperor who 
defeated Italy.

Peasant Revolution in Ethiopia

This international collection of essays offers a unique approach to the understanding of imperial 
Ethiopia, out of which the present state was created by the 1974 revolution. After the 1880s, Abyssinia, 
under Menilek II, expanded its ancient heartland to incorporate vast new territories to the south. Here, 
for the first time, these regions are treated as an integral part of the empire. The book opens with an 
interpretation of nineteenth-century Abyssinia as an African political economy, rather than as a variant 
on European feudalism, and with an account of the north's impact on peoples of the new south. Case 
studies from the southern regions follow four by historians and four by anthropologists, each examining 
aspects of the relationship between imperial rule and local society. In revealing the region's diversity 
and the relationship of the periphery to the centre, the volume illuminates some of the problems faced 
by post-revolutionary Ethiopia.

The Politics of Empire

First full-length history of the Oromo 1300-1700; explains their key part in the medieval Christian 
kingdom and demonstrates their importance in shaping Ethiopian history.

My Life and Ethiopia's Progress

The book opens with a review of Ethiopian prehistory, showing how the Ethiopian section of the African 
Rift Valley has come to be seen as the "cradle of humanity".

Empress Taytu and Menilek II

This work examines the Ethiopian imperial conquest and Oromo military resistance and the consequent 
feudal political economy and administration, centre periphery relations, the origins of identity based 
conflicts and continuity and change in Oromo’s socio-political institutions.

The Southern Marches of Imperial Ethiopia

Examines the religious and political evolution of Ethiopia that led to the foundation of the Christian 
dynastic rule now governing the country.

The Oromo and the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia

Adejumobi (history, Seattle U.) describes the history of Ethiopia for students and lay readers, devoting 
a large section to contemporary issues. The book includes an introductory overview of the country's 
geography, political institutions, economic structure, and culture. It explores shifting global and local 
power configurations from the late nineteenth century to the twentieth and related implications in 
Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa region, in addition to how the country sustained resources while involved 
with international, regional, and local politics. The country's independence, and social, political, and 
economic reforms are also discussed. Biographical sketches of important individuals are included.

A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1974



A major study of one of Africa's most fascinating leaders, this is the first volume of a projected three 
volume biography. The book covers Sellassie's early training as a member of the cultural and political 
elite and his first period as Emperor during which time he established himself as a major figure on the 
world stage and set about managing Ethiopia's political and economic entry into the modern world.

The Ethiopians

The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius are treasured today--as they have been over the centuries--as 
an inexhaustible source of wisdom. And as one of the three most important expressions of Stoicism, 
this is an essential text for everyone interested in ancient religion and philosophy. Yet the clarity and 
ease of the work's style are deceptive. Pierre Hadot, eminent historian of ancient thought, uncovers 
new levels of meaning and expands our understanding of its underlying philosophy. Written by the 
Roman emperor for his own private guidance and self-admonition, the Meditations set forth principles 
for living a good and just life. Hadot probes Marcus Aurelius's guidelines and convictions and discerns 
the hitherto unperceived conceptual system that grounds them. Abundantly quoting the Meditations 
to illustrate his analysis, the author allows Marcus Aurelius to speak directly to the reader. And Hadot 
unfolds for us the philosophical context of the Meditations, commenting on the philosophers Marcus 
Aurelius read and giving special attention to the teachings of Epictetus, whose disciple he was. The 
soul, the guiding principle within us, is in Marcus Aurelius's Stoic philosophy an inviolable stronghold of 
freedom, the "inner citadel." This spirited and engaging study of his thought offers a fresh picture of the 
fascinating philosopher-emperor, a fuller understanding of the tradition and doctrines of Stoicism, and 
rich insight on the culture of the Roman empire in the second century. Pierre Hadot has been working 
on Marcus Aurelius for more than twenty years; in this book he distills his analysis and conclusions 
with extraordinary lucidity for the general reader.

Conquest and Resistance in the Ethiopian Empire, 1880 - 1974

This book explores why Ethiopian kings pursued long-distance diplomatic contacts with Latin Europe 
in the late Middle Ages. It traces the history of more than a dozen embassies dispatched to the Latin 
West by the kings of Solomonic Ethiopia, a powerful Christian kingdom in the medieval Horn of Africa. 
Drawing on sources from Europe, Ethiopia, and Egypt, it examines the Ethiopian kings’ motivations for 
sending out their missions in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries – and argues that a desire to 
acquire religious treasures and foreign artisans drove this early intercontinental diplomacy. Moreover, 
the Ethiopian initiation of contacts with the distant Christian sphere of Latin Europe appears to have 
been intimately connected to a local political agenda of building monumental ecclesiastical architecture 
in the North-East African highlands, and asserted the Ethiopian rulers’ claim of universal kingship 
and rightful descent from the biblical king Solomon. Shedding new light on the self-identity of a late 
medieval African dynasty at the height of its power, this book challenges conventional narratives of 
African-European encounters on the eve of the so-called ‘Age of Exploration'.

Ethiopia: the Era of the Princes

In 1896 a massive Ethiopian army routed an invading Italian force and brought Italy’s conquest of Africa 
to an end. In defending its independence, Ethiopia cast doubt on the assumption that all Africans would 
fall under the rule of Europeans, and opened a breach that would lead to the continent’s painful struggle 
for freedom from colonial rule.

The History of Ethiopia

Radical international legal history of the expansionary project of statehood and its role in generating 
profound distributional inequalities

Haile Sellassie I

"How much history can be communicated by pressure on a guitar string?" Robert Palmer wondered in 
Deep Blues. Greil Marcus answers here: more than we will ever know. It is the history in the riff, in the 
movie or novel or photograph, in the actor's pose or critic's posturing--in short, the history in cultural 
happenstance--that Marcus reveals here, exposing along the way the distortions and denials that keep 
us oblivious if not immune to its lessons. Whether writing about the Beat Generation or Umberto 
Eco, Picasso's Guernica or the massacre in Tiananmen Square, The Manchurian Candidate or John 
Wayne's acting, Eric Ambler's antifascist thrillers or Camille Paglia, Marcus uncovers the histories 



embedded in our cultural moments and acts, and shows how, through our reading of the truths our 
culture tells and those it twists and conceals, we situate ourselves in that history and in the world. 
Rarely has a history lesson been so exhilarating. With the startling insights and electric style that have 
made him our foremost writer on American music, Marcus brings back to life the cultural events that 
have defined us and our time, the social milieu in which they took place, and the individuals engaged 
in them. As he does so, we see that these cultural instances--as lofty as The Book of J, as humble 
as a TV movie about Jan and Dean, as fleeting as a few words spoken at the height of the Berkeley 
Free Speech Movement, as enduring as a Paleolithic painting--often have more to tell us than the 
master-narratives so often passed off as faultless representations of the past. Again and again Marcus 
skewers the widespread assumption that history exists only in the past, that it is behind us, relegated 
to the dustbin. Here we see instead that history is very much with us, being made and unmade every 
day, and unless we recognize it our future will be as cramped and impoverished as our present sense 
of the past.

The Inner Citadel

Greil Marcus, author of Mystery Train, widely acclaimed as the best book ever written about America 
as seen through its music, began work on this new book out of a fascination with the Sex Pistols: 
that scandalous antimusical group, invented in London in 1975 and dead within two years, which 
sparked the emergence of the culture called punk. âeoeI am an antichrist!âe shouted singer Johnny 
Rottenâe"where in the world of pop music did that come from? Looking for an answer, with a high 
sense of the drama of the journey, Marcus takes us down the dark paths of counterhistory, a route 
of blasphemy, adventure, and surprise.This is no mere search for cultural antecedents. Instead, what 
Marcus so brilliantly shows is that various kinds of angry, absolute demandsâe"demands on society, 
art, and all the governing structures of everyday lifeâe"seem to be coded in phrases, images, and 
actions passed on invisibly, but inevitably, by people quite unaware of each other. Marcus lets us hear 
strange yet familiar voices: of such heretics as the Brethren of the Free Spirit in medieval Europe 
and the Ranters in seventeenth-century England; the dadaists in Zurich in 1916 and Berlin in 1918, 
wearing death masks, chanting glossolalia; one Michel Mourre, who in 1950 took over Easter Mass at 
Notre-Dame to proclaim the death of God; the Lettrist International and the Situationist International, 
small groups of Parisâe"based artists and writers surrounding Guy Debord, who produced blank-screen 
films, prophetic graffiti, and perhaps the most provocative social criticism of the 1950s and âe(tm)60s; 
the rioting students and workers of May âe(tm)68, scrawling cryptic slogans on city walls and bringing 
France to a halt; the Sex Pistols in London, recording the savage âeoeAnarchy in the U.K.âe and 
âeoeGod Save the Queen.âe Although the Sex Pistols shape the beginning and the end of the story, 
Lipstick Traces is not a book about music; it is about a common voice, discovered and transmitted in 
many forms. Working from scores of previously unexamined and untranslated essays, manifestos, and 
filmscripts, from old photographs, dada sound poetry, punk songs, collages, and classic texts from Marx 
to Henri Lefebvre, Marcus takes us deep behind the acknowledged events of our era, into a hidden 
tradition of moments that would seem imaginary except for the fact that they are real: a tradition of 
shared utopias, solitary refusals, impossible demands, and unexplained disappearances. Written with 
grace and force, humor and an insistent sense of tragedy and danger, Lipstick Traces tells a story as 
disruptive and compelling as the century itself.



Medieval Ethiopian Kingship, Craft, and Diplomacy with Latin Europe

Greater Ethiopia combines history, anthropology, and sociology to answer two major questions. Why 
did Ethiopia remain independent under the onslaught of European expansionism while other African 
political entities were colonized? And why must Ethiopia be considered a single cultural region 
despite its political, religious, and linguistic diversity? Donald Levine's interdisciplinary study makes 
a substantial contribution both to Ethiopian interpretive history and to sociological analysis. In his 
new preface, Levine examines Ethiopia since the overthrow of the monarchy in the 1970s. "Ethiopian 
scholarship is in Professor Levine's debt. . . . He has performed an important task with panache, urbanity, 
and learning."—Edward Ullendorff, Times Literary Supplement "Upon rereading this book, it strikes 
the reader how broad in scope, how innovative in approach, and how stimulating in arguments this 
book was when it came out. . . . In the past twenty years it has inspired anthropological and historical 
research, stimulated theoretical debate about Ethiopia's cultural and historical development, and given 
the impetus to modern political thinking about the complexities and challenges of Ethiopia as a country. 
The text thus easily remains an absolute must for any Ethiopianist scholar to read and digest."-J. Abbink, 
Journal of Modern African Studies

The Battle of Adwa

An Economist and Sunday Times Best Book of the Year “Deserves to be hailed as a magnum opus.” 
—Tom Holland, The Telegraph “Ambitious...seeks to rehabilitate the Holy Roman Empire’s reputation 
by re-examining its place within the larger sweep of European history...Succeeds splendidly in rescuing 
the empire from its critics.” —Wall Street Journal Massive, ancient, and powerful, the Holy Roman 
Empire formed the heart of Europe from its founding by Charlemagne to its destruction by Napoleon 
a millennium later. An engine for inventions and ideas, with no fixed capital and no common language 
or culture, it derived its legitimacy from the ideal of a unified Christian civilization—though this did not 
prevent emperors from clashing with the pope for supremacy. In this strikingly ambitious book, Peter H. 
Wilson explains how the Holy Roman Empire worked, why it was so important, and how it changed over 
the course of its existence. The result is a tour de force that raises countless questions about the nature 
of political and military power and the legacy of its offspring, from Nazi Germany to the European Union. 
“Engrossing...Wilson is to be congratulated on writing the only English-language work that deals with 
the empire from start to finish...A book that is relevant to our own times.” —Brendan Simms, The Times 
“The culmination of a lifetime of research and thought...an astonishing scholarly achievement.” —The 
Spectator “Remarkable...Wilson has set himself a staggering task, but it is one at which he succeeds 
heroically.” —Times Literary Supplement

The Process of International Legal Reproduction

Building upon, but also moving beyond, previous scholarship that has focused on Richer's political 
allegiances and his views of kingship, this study by Justin Lake provides the most comprehensive 
synthesis of the History, examining Richer's use and abuse of his sources, his relationship to Gerbert, 
and the motives that led him to write.

Ethiopia Under Mussolini

"Global Africa will complicate conventional views of Africa as a place of violence, despair and victim-
hood--a place and space that other people, states, and organizations act on and steal from. Instead, 
they aim to document some of the significant global connections, circulations, and contributions that 
African people, ideas, and goods have made in the world--not just in the United States, but in South 
Asia, Latin America, Europe, and elsewhere. They will showcase new framings of Africa, but will not 
romanticize the conditions and circumstances in which too many people on the continent currently 
live. The essays in this volume will amplify those voices that offer complex and insightful explanations, 
strategies for solutions, and inspiration for the future."--Provided by publisher.

The Dustbin of History

Reframes the story of modern Ethiopia around the contributions of the Oromo people and the culturally 
fluid union of communities that shaped the nation's politics and society.

Lipstick Traces



This book is devoted to a deceptively simple but original argument: that copying is an essential part 
of being human, that the ability to copy is worthy of celebration, and that, without recognizing how 
integral copying is to being human, we cannot understand ourselves or the world we live in. In spite 
of the laws, stigmas, and anxieties attached to it, the word “copying” permeates contemporary culture, 
shaping discourse on issues from hip hop to digitization to gender reassignment, and is particularly 
crucial in legal debates concerning intellectual property and copyright. Yet as a philosophical concept, 
copying remains poorly understood. Working comparatively across cultures and times, Marcus Boon 
undertakes an examination of what this word means—historically, culturally, philosophically—and why 
it fills us with fear and fascination. He argues that the dominant legal-political structures that define 
copying today obscure much broader processes of imitation that have constituted human communities 
for ages and continue to shape various subcultures today. Drawing on contemporary art, music and 
film, the history of aesthetics, critical theory, and Buddhist philosophy and practice, In Praise of Copying 
seeks to show how and why copying works, what the sources of its power are, and the political stakes 
of renegotiating the way we value copying in the age of globalization.

Greater Ethiopia

America is a nation making itself up as it goes alongÑa story of discovery and invention unfolding 
in speeches and images, letters and poetry, unprecedented feats of scholarship and imagination. In 
these myriad, multiform, endlessly changing expressions of the American experience, the authors and 
editors of this volume find a new American history. In more than two hundred original essays, A New 
Literary History of America brings together the nationÕs many voices. From the first conception of a 
New World in the sixteenth century to the latest re-envisioning of that world in cartoons, television, 
science fiction, and hip hop, the book gives us a new, kaleidoscopic view of what ÒMade in AmericaÓ 
means. Literature, music, film, art, history, science, philosophy, political rhetoricÑcultural creations of 
every kind appear in relation to each other, and to the time and place that give them shape. The 
meeting of minds is extraordinary as T. J. Clark writes on Jackson Pollock, Paul Muldoon on Carl 
Sandburg, Camille Paglia on Tennessee Williams, Sarah Vowell on Grant WoodÕs American Gothic, 
Walter Mosley on hard-boiled detective fiction, Jonathan Lethem on Thomas Edison, Gerald Early 
on Tarzan, Bharati Mukherjee on The Scarlet Letter, Gish Jen on Catcher in the Rye, and Ishmael 
Reed on Huckleberry Finn. From Anne Bradstreet and John Winthrop to Philip Roth and Toni Morrison, 
from Alexander Graham Bell and Stephen Foster to Alcoholics Anonymous, Life, Chuck Berry, Alfred 
Hitchcock, and Ronald Reagan, this is America singing, celebrating itself, and becoming something 
altogether different, plural, singular, new. Please visit www.newliteraryhistory.com for more information.

Heart of Europe

This book is an historical investigative account of the history of the expanding and often nebulous 
borders of Ethiopia, beginning from ancient times to 1800. It deals with areas that have for years been 
contentious and problematic for the adjacent peoples in the region: Land of Bahr Nagash, Ifat, Adal, 
Fatagar, Dawaro, Bali, Damot, Gurage, Waj, Gamo, Ganz, Kafa, etc.

Richer of Saint-Remi

In Ethiopian Christianity Philip Esler presents a rich and comprehensive history of Christianity's flour-
ishing. But Esler is ever careful to situate this growth in the context of Ethiopia's politics and culture. In so 
doing, he highlights the remarkable uniqueness of Christianity in Ethiopia. Ethiopian Christianity begins 
with ancient accounts of Christianity's introduction to Ethiopia by St. Frumentius and King Ezana in the 
early 300s CE. Esler traces how the church and the monarchy closely coexisted, a reality that persisted 
until the death of Haile Selassie in 1974. This relationship allowed the emperor to consider himself 
the protector of Orthodox Christianity. The emperor's position, combined with Ethiopia's geographical 
isolation, fostered a distinct form of Christianity--one that features the inextricable intertwining of the 
ordinary with the sacred and rejects the two-nature Christology established at the Council of Chalcedon. 
In addition to his historical narrative, Esler also explores the cultural traditions of Ethiopian Orthodoxy 
by detailing its intellectual and literary practices, theology, and creativity in art, architecture, and music. 
He provides profiles of the flourishing Protestant denominations and Roman Catholicism. He also 
considers current challenges that Ethiopian Christianity faces--especially Orthodoxy's relations with 
other religions within the country, in particular Islam and the Protestant and Roman Catholic churches. 
Esler concludes with thoughtful reflections on the long-standing presence of Christianity in Ethiopia 



and hopeful considerations for its future in the country's rapidly changing politics, ultimately revealing 
a singular form of faith found nowhere else.

Global Africa

Between the years 1964 and 1974, Ethiopian post-secondary students studying at home, in Europe, 
and in North America produced a number of journals. In them, these students explored the relationship 
between social theory and social change within the project of building a socialist Ethiopia. Ethiopia 
in Theory examines the literature of this student movement, together with the movement's afterlife in 
Ethiopian politics and society, in order to ask a vital question: what does it mean to write today about 
the appropriation and indigenisation of Marxist and mainstream social science ideas in an Ethiopian 
and African context? And, further, what does the archive of revolutionary thought in Africa teach us 
about the practice of critical theory more generally?

New Trends in Ethiopian Studies

Globalisation is here. This text provides an historical perspective, exploring the circumstances in which 
the globally integrated world of an earlier era broke down under the pressure of unexpected events.

Congressional Record

The Other Abyssinians
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