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Protestant Christianity

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Protestant Christianity Interpreted Through Its Development

Seventeen respected colleagues and former students of David C. Steinmetz have contributed to 
this important collection of essays produced in honor of Steinmetz's sixtieth birthday. The burden of 
the present volume is to examine the sources and resources and to illustrate the continuities and 
discontinuities in the exegetical tradition leading into and through the Reformation. Specifically, this 
collection of essays proposes to highlight the historical context of Reformation exegesis and to describe 
how a truly contextual understanding signals a highly illuminating turn in Reformation studies. The 
three essays included in Part 1 offer background perspectives on Reformation-era exegesis. Richard 
A. Muller provides background on biblical interpretation in the Reformation from the perspective of 
the Middle Ages. Karlfried Froelich examines the fourfold exegetical method presented on the eve 
of the Reformation by Johannes Trithemius. John B. Payne offers a view of Erasmus's exegetical 
method in its relation to the approaches of Zwingli and Bullinger. The five essays included in Part 2 
explore exegesis and interpretation in the early Reformation. Kenneth Hagen examines Luther's many 
approaches to the text of Psalm 116. Carl M. Leth discusses Balthasar Hubmaier's "Catholic" exegesis 
of the power of the keys in Matthew 16:18-19. Timothy J. Wengert takes on the issue of method, 
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specifically the impact of humanist rhetoric on the exegetical method of Philip Melanchthon. Irena 
Backus examines Martin Bucer's efforts to make sense of the difficult chronology of John 5-7 in the 
light of his dialogue with the exegetical tradition. W.P. Stephens addresses Zwingli's understanding of 
John 6:63, a text crucial to Zwingli's eucharistic debate with Luther. The seven essays included in Part 
3 examine continuity and change in mid-sixteenth-century biblical interpretation. Susan E Schreiner 
probes Calvin’s relation to the sixteenth-century debate regarding the grounds of certainty. Craig S. 
Farmer examines the exegesis of Bern theologian Wolfgang Musculus against the background of a 
catena of medieval readings of John 8. Joel E. Kok discusses the question of Bullinger’s status as 
an exegete in relation to Calvin, with a special focus on the exegesis of Romans. John L. Thompson 
considers the survival of allegorical argumentation in Peter Martyr Vermigli’s Old Testament exegesis. 
Lyle D. Bierma shows a clear relationship between Zacharias Ursinus’s exposition of Exodus 20:8-11 
and aspects of interpretations offered by Calvin, Vermigli, Bullinger, and Melanchthon. John L Farthing 
offers a fresh study of Girolamo Zanchi’s interpretation of Gomer’s harlotry in Hosea 1-3. Robert 
Kolb considers the doctrine of Christ in Nikolaus Selnecker’s interpretation of Psalms 8, 22, and 110. 
Following a concluding essay by the editors on the significance of precritical exegesis, the final section 
of the volume, prepared by Micken L. Mattox, presents an up-to-date bibliography of the writings of 
David C. Steinmetz.

Protestant Christianity Interpreted Through Its Development - Primary Source Edition

A treatment of the evolution of Christian thought from the birth of Christ, to the Apostles, to the early 
church, to the great flowering of Christianity across the world. The final volume begins with the towering 
theological leaders of the Protestant Reformation and traces the development of Christian thought 
through its encounter with modernity. Volume #2 9781426721915 Volume #1 9781426721892

Biblical Interpretation in the Era of the Reformation

A New Interpretation of Protestantism and Its Impact on the World The radical idea that individuals 
could interpret the Bible for themselves spawned a revolution that is still being played out on the world 
stage today. This innovation lies at the heart of Protestantism's remarkable instability and adaptability. 
World-renowned scholar Alister McGrath sheds new light on the fascinating figures and movements 
that continue to inspire debate and division across the full spectrum of Protestant churches and 
communities worldwide.

A History of Christian Thought Volume III

This book offers a creative and illuminating discussion of Protestant theology. Veteran teacher Phillip 
Cary explains how Luther's theology arose from the Christian tradition, particularly from the spirituality 
of Augustine. Luther departed from the Augustinian tradition and inaugurated distinctively Protestant 
theology when he identified the gospel that gives us Christ as its key concept. More than any other 
theologian, Luther succeeds in carrying out the Protestant intention of putting faith in the gospel of 
Christ alone. Cary also explores the consequences of Luther's teachings as they unfold in the history 
of Protestantism.

Christianity's Dangerous Idea

In The Reformation of Ritual Susan Karant-Nunn explores the function of ritual in early modern German 
society, and the extent to which it was modified by the Reformation. Employing anthropological insights, 
and drawing on extensive archival research, Susan Karant-Nunn outlines the significance of the 
ceremonial changes. This comprehensive study includes an examination of all major rites of passage: 
birth, baptism, confirmation, engagement, marriage, the churching of women after childbirth, penance, 
the Eucharist, and dying. The author argues that the changes in ritual made over the course of the 
century reflect more than theological shifts; ritual was a means of imposing discipline and of making 
the divine more or less accessible. Church and state cooperated in using ritual as one means of gaining 
control of the populace.

The Meaning of Protestant Theology

Protestantism: Its Modern Meaning is a thoughtful interpretation of Protestant history, thought, and life. 
It moves quickly and selectively through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries with attention to the 
Reformation, Puritanism, Pietism, and the Enlightenment, and then focuses largely on the evangelical 



tradition in the United States, white and black. Without hiding Protestantism's flaws and diversities, the 
book pictures this great religious movement as a positive and dynamic force of past and present. - 
Robert T. Handy, Union Theological Seminary, NYC (back cover)

The Reformation of Ritual

A non-threatening entrance into texts from the Apostolic Fathers to Mary Daly.

Protestantism, Its Modern Meaning

This is the most comprehensive treatment ever written of the history of the Protestant Church in China 
over the last forty years. Philip Wickeri takes an unprecedented look at one of the most turbulent periods 
in Chinese history--the years from 1949 to the present. Wickeri explicates what Chinese Protestants 
have been saying about themselves in historical and theological perspective. His interpretation is based 
on one particular dynamic: how Chinese Protestants have sought to situate themselves in a socialist 
society within the unifying framework of the united front. After an overview of church, Marxism, and 
Christianity in China, Wickeri discusses the united front. He focuses on ideology, organization, and 
religious policy. Wickeri then explores the Three-Self Movement as both a Chinese and a Christian 
movement. His conclusion: the Three-Self Movement, despite problems, has made Christianity more 
accessible to the average Chinese and the church more acceptable to Chinese society.

A Journey Through Christian Theology

Since its publication in 1950, Protestant Biblical Interpretation has been a standard introduction to 
hermeneutics in evangelical colleges and seminaries. Twice revised, this textbook has sold well over 
100,000 copies. Now this venerable resource is available in a paperback edition. "Hermeneutics," writes 
the author, "is the science and art of Biblical interpretation. . . . As such it forms one of the most 
important members of the theological sciences. This is especially true for conservative Protestantism, 
which looks on the Bible as . . . the only authoritative voice of God to man." After surveying the history 
of biblical interpretation, the author devotes seventy pages to explicating "the Protestant system of 
hermeneutics." He then discusses the doctrinal, devotional, and practical uses of the Bible. Following 
a chapter on the hermeneutical dimension of the problem of biblical inerrancy and secular science, he 
concludes with chapters on the interpretation of types, prophecy, and parables.

Seeking the Common Ground

This book offers ecumenical essays that focus on Reformation Christianity and on current Luther-
an-Catholic understandings and relationships. It addresses important issues, including the meaning of 
the Reformation, the reception of Luther in Germany and beyond, contemporary ecumenical dialogues, 
and pathways to the future. There is also some inclusion of Jewish and Orthodox traditions as well as 
attention to global issues. Taken as a whole, the primary method of this book is theology informed 
by history, hermeneutics, ethics, and social theory. Within the structure of the book can be found the 
classic hermeneutical circle: What was the meaning of the Reformation for Luther in his own time? 
What are various ways in which Luther and the Reformation have been interpreted in history? How 
does knowledge of these things help us today to understand the Reformation and to move forward?

Protestant Biblical Interpretation

The story of Catholicism and Protestantism in China, Japan, and Korea has been told in great detail. 
The existing literature is especially rich in documenting church and missionary activities as well as 
how varied regions and cultures have translated Christian ideas and practices. Less evident, however, 
are studies that contextualize Christianity within the larger economic, political, social, and cultural 
developments in each of the three countries and its diasporas. The contributors to Encountering 
Modernity address such concerns and collectively provide insights into Christianity’s role in the 
development of East Asia and as it took shape among East Asians in the United States. The work 
brings together studies of Christianity in China, Taiwan, Korea, and Japan and its diasporas to expand 
the field through new angles of vision and interpretation. Its mode of analysis not only results in a 
deeper understanding of Christianity, but also produces more informed and nuanced histories of East 
Asian countries that take seriously the structures and sensibilities of religion—broadly understood and 
within a national and transnational context. It critically investigates how Protestant Christianity was 
negotiated and interpreted by individuals in Korea, China (with a brief look at Taiwan), and Japan 



starting in the nineteenth century as all three countries became incorporated into the global economy 
and the international nation-state system anchored by the West. People in East Asia from various 
walks of life studied and, in some cases, embraced principles of Christianity as a way to frame and 
make meaningful the economic, political, and social changes they experienced because of modernity. 
Encountering Modernity makes a significant contribution by moving beyond issues of missiology and 
church history to ask how Christianity represented an encounter with modernity that set into motion 
tremendous changes throughout East Asia and in transnational diasporic communities in the United 
States.

Ecumenical Perspectives Five Hundred Years After Luther’s Reformation

This Companion brings together new contributions from internationally renowned scholars in order to 
examine the past, present and future of Protestantism. Co-edited by leading Protestant theologians 
Alister E. McGrath and Darren C. Marks, with contributions from internationally renowned scholars. 
Opens with an investigation into the formation of Protestant identity across Europe, North America, 
Asia, Australasia and Africa. Includes coverage of leading Protestant thinkers, such as Luther, Calvin, 
Schleiermacher and Barth. Considers the interaction of Protestantism with different areas of modern 
life, including the arts, politics, the law and science. Debates the future of Protestantism in both Western 
and non-Western settings.

Encountering Modernity

How the Five Solas Can Renew Biblical Interpretation In recent years, notable scholars have argued 
that the Protestant Reformation unleashed interpretive anarchy on the church. Is it time to consider 
the Reformation to be a 500-year experiment gone wrong? World-renowned evangelical theologian 
Kevin Vanhoozer thinks not. While he sees recent critiques as legitimate, he argues that retrieving the 
Reformation's core principles offers an answer to critics of Protestant biblical interpretation. Vanhoozer 
explores how a proper reappropriation of the five solas--sola gratia (grace alone), sola fide (faith alone), 
sola scriptura (Scripture alone), solus Christus (in Christ alone), and sola Deo gloria (for the glory 
of God alone)--offers the tools to constrain biblical interpretation and establish interpretive authority. 
He offers a positive assessment of the Reformation, showing how a retrieval of "mere Protestant 
Christianity" has the potential to reform contemporary Christian belief and practice. This provocative 
response and statement from a top theologian is accessibly written for pastors and church leaders.

The Protestant Tradition

This 2000 book analyses the revival of charismatic Protestant Christianity as an example of globaliza-
tion. Simon Coleman shows that, along with many social movements, these religious conservatives 
are negotiating their own interpretations of global and postmodern processes. They are constructing 
an evangelical arena of action and meaning within the liminal, chaotic space of the global. The book 
examines globalization not only as a social process, but also as an embodied practice involving forms 
of language and ritualized movement. Charismatic Christianity is presented through its material culture 
- art, architecture and consumer products - as well as its rhetoric and theology. The book provides 
an account of the incorporation of electronic media such as television, videos and the Internet into 
Christian worship. Issues relating to the conduct of fieldwork in contexts of globalization are raised in 
an account which is also a major ethnography of a Faith ministry.

The Blackwell Companion to Protestantism

Can Christians and churches be both catholic and Reformed? In this volume, two accomplished young 
theologians argue that to be Reformed means to go deeper into true catholicity rather than away 
from it. Their manifesto for a catholic and Reformed approach to dogmatics seeks theological renewal 
through retrieval of the rich resources of the historic Christian tradition. The book provides a survey of 
recent approaches toward theological retrieval and offers a renewed exploration of the doctrine of sola 
scriptura. It includes a substantive afterword by J. Todd Billings.

Biblical Authority after Babel

The book sheds light on various chapters in the long history of Protestant-Jewish relations, from the 
Reformation to the present. Going beyond questions of antisemitism and religious animosity, it aims to 
disentangle some of the intricate perceptions, interpretations, and emotions that have characterized 



contacts between Protestantism and Judaism, and between Jews and Protestants. While some papers 
in the book address Luther’s antisemitism and the NS-Zeit, most papers broaden the scope of the 
investigation: Protestant-Jewish theological encounters shaped not only antisemitism but also the 
Jewish Reform movement and Protestant philosemitic post-Holocaust theology; interactions between 
Jews and Protestants took place not only in the German lands but also in the wider Protestant universe; 
theology was crucial for the articulation of attitudes toward Jews, but music and philosophy were 
additional spheres of creativity that enabled the process of thinking through the relations between 
Judaism and Protestantism. By bringing together various contributions on these and other aspects, 
the book opens up directions for future research on this intricate topic, which bears both historical 
significance and evident relevance to our own time.

The Globalisation of Charismatic Christianity

This book offers the first detailed examination of the life and works of biblical commentator Thomas 
Brightman (1562-1607), analysing his influential eschatological commentaries and their impact on 
both conservative and radical writers in early modern England. It examines in detail the hermeneutic 
strategies used by Brightman and argues that his method centred on the dual axes of a Jewish 
restoration to Palestine and the construction of a strong English national identity. This book suggests 
that Brightman’s use of conservative modes of “literal” exegesis led him to new interpretations which 
had a major impact on early modern English eschatology. A radically historicised mode of exegesis 
sought to provide interpretations of the Old Testament that would have made sense to their original 
readers, leading Brightman and those who followed him to argue for the physical restoration of the 
Jews to the Holy Land. In doing so, the standard Reformed identification of Old Testament Israel with 
elect Christians was denied. This book traces the evolution of the controversial idea that Israel and the 
church both had separate unfulfilled scriptural promises in early modern England and shows how early 
modern exegetes sought to re-construct a distinctly English Christian identity through reading their 
nation into prophecy. In examining Brightman’s hermeneutic strategies and their influence, this book 
argues for important links between a “literal” hermeneutic, ideas of Jewish restoration and national 
identity construction in early modern England. Its central arguments will be of interest to all those 
researching the history of biblical interpretation, the role of religion in constructing national identity and 
the background to the later development of Christian Zionism. This important study provides a new 
examination of Thomas Brightman's hermeneutical method, particularly his ideas on the restoration 
of the Jews. The author's thorough analysis of Brightman's approach also has more general and 
wider implications for understanding the development of English apocalyptic interpretation into the later 
seventeenth-century.' - Dr Warren Johnston, Associate Professor of History, Algoma University. Andrew 
Crome's ground-breaking study of Thomas Brightman offers a new and sometimes surprising account 
of the development of millennial thinking in and beyond early modern England. This masterly account 
demonstrates the extent to which an emerging Zionism supported an emerging English nationalism, 
while outlining the historical roots of some of the most important of contemporary geopolitical themes." - 
Professor Crawford Gribben, Professor of Early Modern British History, Queen's University Belfast. This 
important study provides a new examination of Thomas Brightman's hermeneutical method, particu-
larly his ideas on the restoration of the Jews. The author's thorough analysis of Brightman's approach 
also has more general and wider implications for understanding the development of English apocalyptic 
interpretation into the later seventeenth-century.' - Dr Warren Johnston, Associate Professor of History, 
Algoma University.



Reformed Catholicity

Since the iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and ninth centuries, the visual arts have been the 
subject of much ecclesiastical discussion and contention. In particular, since the mid-1960s Protestant 
scholars and clergy have been paying more attention to the potential role of the visual arts in theology 
and liturgy of the Christian Church. As a result, numerous programs were begun under a variety of 
nomenclature, e.g., Religion and the Arts, Theology and the Arts, etc. Most of the essays in this book 
were originally presented as part of the Pruit Symposium on "Interpreting Christian Art, " held at 
Baylor University in October 2000. The symposium provided the opportunity to bring together scholars, 
clergy, and laity who are interested in the question of how religious art can contribute to the life of the 
contemporary Christian community. The resulting essays are a rich fare in interdisciplinary exploration 
of Christian art by art historians, theologians, and biblical scholars. Essayists include Margaret Miles, 
Robin M. Jensen, Graydon F. Snyder, Charles Barber, Anthony Cutler, William M. Jensen, Paolo Berdini, 
John W. Cook, and the editors, Heidi J. Hornik and Mikeal C. Parsons.

Jews and Protestants

Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation is one of the tracts written by Martin Luther in 
1520. In this work, he defined for the first time the signature doctrines of the priesthood of all believers 
and the two kingdoms. After the church made a strong attempt at drawing distinct lines on saying who 
had authority in the spiritual sphere and its matters. This division of Christians into spheres motivated 
Luther to write on the "three walls" the "Romanists" created to protect themselves from reform: "Spiritual 
Power over Temporal" – The first wall of the "Romanists" that Luther criticized was that of the division of 
the spiritual and temporal state. "Authority to Interpret Scripture" – In the second part of the letter to the 
Christian nobility of the German nation, Luther debates the point that it is the Pope's sole authority to 
interpret, or confirm interpretation of, scriptures "Authority to Call a Council" – The final part to Luther's 
letter is the largest demonstration of his desire to see authority in control over the spiritual sphere shift 
to the temporal sphere.

The Restoration of the Jews: Early Modern Hermeneutics, Eschatology, and National Identity in the 
Works of Thomas Brightman

This is not an anit-Roman-Catholic book, nor is it a defense of Protestantism as such. Rather, it is an 
answer to the question that is basic for everyone, whether Catholic or Protestant: What is the essence 
of the Christian faith?

Interpreting Christian Art

Visionary strength was given to the piety, polity, and political activity of Protestantism in its formative 
periods through the way in which the Apocalypse was read. By identifying with the text depicting 
two witnesses, or prophets, who preach at the end of history, are slain by the beast from the abyss 
(understood to be Antichrist), and rise again victoriously, representatives of the Protestant movement 
found a measure of self-identity. This text, Revelation 11:3-13, became the lens through which many 
envisioned the movement of history from the first advent of Christ to his promised return. It was used by 
earlier reform movements, but it lent special definition to the work of Protestant ministers through the 
nineteenth century, suggesting different approaches to social organization. Preaching in the Last Days 
is a study in the history of how the Apocalypse was read. It is also an examination of how social groups 
are formed through ideas occasioned by texts. It offers an account of the interplay between religious 
and social history during the time of the development of Protestantism. Petersen's study provides a 
fascinating look at the theological significance of how we read biblical texts and the insights this offers on 
the development of culture, the Christian movement, and its churches. The book is especially important 
for understanding the assumptions behind the ways in which the book of Revelation is being read and 
used in our own day.

Address To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation

"Calvin, the Bible, and History investigates John Calvin's distinctive historicizing approach to scripture. 
The book explores how historical consciousness manifests itself in Calvin's engagement with the Bible, 
sometimes leading him to unusual, unprecedented, and occasionally deeply controversial exegetical 
conclusions. It reshapes the image of Calvin as a biblical interpreter by situating his approach within the 
context of premodern Christian biblical interpretation, recent Protestant hermeneutical trends, and early 



modern views of history. In an introductory overview of Calvin's method and seven chapters focusing on 
his interpretation of a different biblical books or authors, Barbara Pitkin analyzes his engagement with 
scripture from the Pentateuch to his reception of the apostle Paul. Each chapter examines intellectual 
or cultural contexts, situating Calvin's readings within traditional and contemporary exegesis, broader 
cultural trends, or historical developments, and explores the theme of historical consciousness from a 
different angle, focusing, for example, on Calvin's historicizing treatment of Old Testament prophecy, 
or his reflection of contemporary historiographical trends, or his efforts to relate the biblical past to 
present historical conditions. An epilogue explores the significance of these findings for understanding 
Calvin's concept of history. Collectively these linked case studies illustrate the multi-faceted character 
and expansive impact of his sense of history on his reading of the Bible. They demonstrate that Calvin's 
biblical exegesis must be seen in the context of the rising enthusiasm for defining adequate and more 
formalized approaches to the past that is evident in the writings of Renaissance humanists, early 
modern historical theorists, and religious reformers across the confessional spectrum"--

The Christian Century

In this multidisciplinary interpretation of world Christianity and the changing shape of the global religious 
landscape, scholars consider the complex dynamics shaping Christianity's recent expansion in all 
parts of the globe. They view the explanations of homogenization or American cultural influence as 
being necessarily limited and point to the far more varied intersections of external influence and 
indigenous appropriation. The geographical coverage and the voices from various corners of the globe 
exemplify the shift of Christianity's center of gravity away from the northern hemisphere. New voices, 
new methods, and new perspectives emerge here. Contributors: Afe Adogame Edith L. Blumhofer Joel 
Carpenter Paul Freston Anthony dela Fuente Jehu J. Hanciles Brian M. Howell Ogbu U. Kalu Sebastian 
C. H. Kim Philomena Njeri Mwaura John Parratt Dana L. Robert Brian Stanley Diane Stinton Feiya Tao 
Kevin Xiyi Yao

Positive Protestantism

Reading Christian Theology in the Protestant Tradition offers a distinctive approach to the value of 
classic works through the lens of Protestantism. Protestant theology did not start with the Reformation, 
but built on the Medieval thought. Thus this book begins with the first Christian theologians, covering 
2000 years of theological writing from the church fathers to Moltmann. Five major periods of church 
history are represented in 12 key works each, carefully explained and interpreted by an expert in the 
field. The focus lies not only on the context of the work itself but also on its reception and influence on 
the Protestant tradition.

Preaching in the Last Days

Reading Christian Theology in the Protestant Tradition offers a distinctive approach to the value of 
classic works through the lens of Protestantism. While it is anachronistic to speak of Christian theology 
prior to the Reformation as "Protestant\

Calvin, the Bible, and History

AQUINAS AMONG THE PROTESTANTS This major new book provides an introduction to Thomas 
Aquinas’s influence on Protestantism. The editors, both noted commentators on Aquinas, bring together 
a group of influential scholars to demonstrate the ways that Anglican, Lutheran, and Reformed thinkers 
have analyzed and used Thomas through the centuries. Later chapters also explore how today’s 
Protestants might appropriate the work of Aquinas to address a number of contemporary theological 
and philosophical issues. The authors set the record straight and disavow the widespread impression 
that Aquinas is an irrelevant figure for the history of Protestant thought. This assumption has dominated 
not only Protestant historiography but also Roman Catholic accounts of the Reformation and Protestant 
intellectual life. The book opens the possibility for contemporary reception, engagement, and critique 
and even intra-Protestant relations and includes: Information on the fruitful appropriation of Aquinas 
in Anglican, Lutheran, and Reformed theologians over the centuries Important essays from leading 
scholars on the teachings of Aquinas New perspectives on Thomas Aquinas’s position as a towering 
figure in the history of Christian thought Aquinas Among the Protestants is a ground-breaking and 
interdenominational work for students and scholars of Thomas Aquinas and theology more generally.

Interpreting Contemporary Christianity



A treatment of the evolution of Christian thought from the birth of Christ, to the Apostles, to the early 
church, to the great flowering of Christianity across the world. The final volume begins with the towering 
theological leaders of the Protestant Reformation and traces the development of Christian thought 
through its encounter with modernity.

Reading Christian Theology in the Protestant Tradition

Bo Ivar Reicke (1914Ð1987) was born and schooled in Stockholm, Sweden. In 1933 he matriculated 
in the Faculty of Arts of the University of Stockholm, transferring, however, in 1935 to the University 
of Uppsala, where in 1937 he received his degree in the areas of the history of religions and classical 
Greek and philosophy. From 1938 he continued his studies in the Faculty of Theology of the same 
university. Graduating in 1941, he became ordained in December of the same year as a minister of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Sweden. He immediately continued with doctoral studies, choosing 
the exegesis of the Old and New Testaments as his field of research. In May 1946 he presented in print 
and publicly defended his dissertation, The Disobedient Spirits and Christian Baptism: A Study of 1 
Pet. III.19 and Its Context, [Acta Seminarii Neotestamentici Upsaliensis Edenda Curavit A. Fridrichsen, 
13] (Lund 1946). In the official statement to the university, his New Testament teacher, Professor A. 
Fridrichsen, describes the dissertation as a weighty contribution to the solution of an old exegetical 
problem and goes on to recommend the author for a position on the Uppsala Faculty. In the following 
years, Reicke taught New Testament exegesis as assistant professor in his home faculty. In September 
of 1953 he received the call of the Faculty of Theology of the University of Basel, Switzerland, to fill the 
chair in New Testament. Moving to Basel with his family, Reicke served there for thirty years until his 
retirement in 1984. In addition to lecturing around the world and training about forty doctoral students, 
he was the author of a number of books (see below). Still actively writing and lecturing, Bo Reicke died 
in Basel in May of 1987.

Reading Christian Theology in the Protestant Tradition

This book provides a significant new interpretation of China's rapid urbanization by analyzing its impact 
on the spread of Protestant Christianity in the People's Republic. Demonstrating how the transition from 
rural to urban churches has led to the creation of nationwide Christian networks, the author focuses 
on Linyi in Shandong Province. Using her unparalleled access as both an anthropologist and member 
of the congregation, she presents a much-needed insider's view of the development, organization, 
operation and transformation of the region's unregistered house churches. Whilst most studies are 
concerned with the opposition of church and state, this work, by contrast, shows that in Linyi there 
is no clear-cut distinction between the official TSPM church and house churches. Rather, it is the 
urbanization of religion that is worthy of note and detailed analysis, an approach which the author 
also employs in investigating the role played by Christianity in Beijing. What she uncovers is the impact 
of newly-acquired urban aspirations for material goods, success and status on the reshaping of local 
Christian beliefs, practices and rites of passage. In doing so, she creates a thought-provoking account 
of religious life in China that will appeal to social anthropologists, sociologists, theologians and scholars 
of China and its society.

Aquinas Among the Protestants

Doctoral Thesis / Dissertation from the year 2012 in the subject Theology - Historic Theology, Ecclesias-
tical History, grade: Summa cum laude, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (FACULTY OF THEOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF PASTORAL AND SOCIAL THEOLOGY), language: English, abstract: In summary the 
main points of this PhD thesis could be listed as follows: - The Evangelical Church in Germany and 
the RC Church in Germany after 1965 are compared by an orthodox theologian. - The structures of 
the Churches under investigation and the ecclesiastical institutions or coalitions are presented. - Texts 
are studied, especially magazine articles and sources, mostly unknown to the orthodox theologians, 
for a period spreading from just before the Second Vatican Council up to the present. - The relations 
of the protestants and the Roman Catholics of Germany are investigated and interpreted through the 
attitude of the Evangelical Church of Germany towards the encyclicals of the Pope of Rome after the 
conclusion of the Vatican Council (1965) and thereafter, as well as through the common papers of the 
bilateral dialogues and the recent ecumenical movement in Germany. - The recent developments of the 
ecumenical movement in Germany and the main issues of the discussions. - The theological areas of 
conflict or agreement of both sides on the basis of their texts and their general attitude on socio-moral 
issues. - The recent developments on the formation of the ecclesiastical scene in Germany. - The 



contribution of Orthodoxy in Germany at present and in the future. - The formation of a consciousness 
‘ecumenical movement of the profiles’ and the mitigation of the conviction for the actual unification of 
the Churches.

A History of Christian Thought: From the Protestant Reformation to the twentieth century

Karl Barth (1886-1968) is generally acknowledged to be the most important European Protestant 
theologian of the twentieth century, a figure whose importance for Christian thought compares with 
that of Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, John Calvin, Martin Luther, and Friedrich Schleiermacher. Author 
of the Epistle to the Romans, the multi-volume Church Dogmatics, and a wide range of other works 
- theological, exegetical, historical, political, pastoral, and homiletic - Barth has had significant and 
perduring influence on the contemporary study of theology and on the life of contemporary churches. 
In the last few decades, his work has been at the centre of some of the most important interpretative, 
critical, and constructive developments in in the fields of Christian theology, philosophy of religion, 
and religious studies. The Oxford Handbook of Karl Barth is the most expansive guide to Barth's 
work published to date. Comprising over forty original chapters, each of which is written by an expert 
in the field, the Handbook provides rich analysis of Barth's life and context, advances penetrating 
interpretations of the key elements of his thought, and opens and charts new paths for critical and 
constructive reflection. In the process, it seeks to illuminate the complex and challenging world of 
Barth's theology, to engage with it from multiple perspectives, and to communicate something of 
the joyful nature of theology as Barth conceived it. It will serve as an indispensable resource for 
undergraduates, postgraduates, academics, and general readers for years to come.

The Disobedient Spirits and Christian Baptism

Scholars have long recognized that Jonathan Edwards loved the Bible, but preoccupation with his roles 
in Western "public" life and letters has eclipsed the significance of his biblical exegesis. In Edwards 
the Exegete, Douglas A. Sweeney fills this lacuna, exploring Edwards' exegesis and its significance 
for Christian thought and intellectual history. As Sweeney shows, throughout Edwards' life the lion's 
share of his time was spent wrestling with the words of holy writ. After reconstructing Edwards' lost 
exegetical world and describing his place within it, Sweeney summarizes his four main approaches 
to the Bible-canonical, Christological, redemptive-historical, and pedagogical-and analyzes his work 
on selected biblical themes that illustrate these four approaches, focusing on material emblematic 
of Edwards' larger interests as a scholar. Sweeney compares Edwards' work to that of his most 
frequent interlocutors and places it in the context of the history of exegesis, challenging commonly 
held notions about the state of Christianity in the age of the Enlightenment. Edwards the Exegete 
offers a novel guide to the theologian's exegetical work, clearing a path that other specialists are sure 
to follow. Sweeney's significant reassessment of Edwards' place in the Enlightenment makes a major 
contribution to Edwards studies, eighteenth-century studies, the history of exegesis, the theological 
interpretation of Scripture, and homiletics.
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