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Ralph Waldo Emerson, His Life, Genius, and Writings

This book is a biography of Ralph Waldo Emerson, including his life and times and his philosophy. It 
was published the year of his death.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, His Life, Genius and Writings

A biographical sketch of the life and career of Ralph Waldo Emerson, one of America's most influential 
thinkers and writers of the 19th century. The book provides insight into Emerson's philosophy, literature, 
and social and political views. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, 
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the 
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy 
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. 
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and 
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and 
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Ralph Waldo Emerson; His Life, Genius, and Writings. A Biographical Sketch

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, His Life, Genius, and Writings

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, His Life, Genius, And Writings

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a 
free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 
1882 edition. Excerpt: ... peaceably departed/rJfe'Teaves_ a widow, a inn Dr. Edward Emerson, nf 
Corjmrdj---and-two daughters. The eldest, EllenAhis devoted and helpful" companion whenever.Ji&-le 
L_ham j his amanuensis in later years, and, as Ihesometimes lovingly called her, hiajmemory "--is 
unmarried. The youngest, Edith, is marrigdjto Colonel-W.ij-_ Forbes, of Milton Hill, Mass., and has 
several children. When they visited England in 1872, bringing their children with them, Mr. Carlyle sat 
for a likeness, with Emerson's grandson, Ralph, then a fine boy of twelve or thirteen, standing by his 
knee. CRalph Waldo Emerson, the most original and independent thinker and greatest moral teacher 
that America has produced, was born at Boston on May 25th, 1803. He was a legitimate product of 
Puritanisn As far back as his family is traced it has been represented by ministers of the old faith of 
New England, the founder of it having voyaged thither with his congregation from Gloucestershire, 
in England, in 1635, and each of these, ministers was associated with some phase of that faith, 
whether Calvinism, Universalism, or Unitarianism. He sprang on both sides from clerical stock, and 
his ancestry forms an indispensable explanation and background of every page of his writings, f The 
Emerson family were intellectual, eloquent, with J trong individuality of character, ToBust and vigorous 
in their thinking--practical and philanthropic. (His father.was the Rev. William Emerson, pastor_of the 
First (Unitarian) Church of Boston, and was noted forhis vigorous mind, learnestness of purpose, and 
gentleness of manner. The boy lost Jiis father when he was but eight years oldT His mother was 
described as "a woman of great sensibility, modest, serene, and very devout She...

Ralph Waldo Emerson; His Life, Genius, and Writings. a Biographical Sketch - Primary Source Edition

Excerpt from Ralph Waldo Emerson: His Life, Genius, and Writings; A Biographical Sketch; To Which 
Are Added Personal Recollections of His Visits to England, Extracts From Unpublished Letters and 
Miscellaneous Characteristic Records The reader of the following pages will find in them many 
illustrative passages in connection with Emerson, without which any account of his life and work, 
however brief, would be inadequate. Among them may be named - his friendly relations with Margaret 
Fuller, per haps the most remarkable woman of culture of her time exercising, during her unfortunately 
brief life, an acknow ledged influence on the best thought of New England, his connection with The 
Dial, the most remarkable organ of high thought published in our time, -an account of that singular 
social experiment, The Brook Farm Community, idealized by the weird genius of Hawthorne in that 
saddest of fictions, The Blithedale Romance, the resignation of his pastoral charge in 1832, and his 
sermon and farewell letter in connection therewith, - his addresses on Robert Burns and Walter Scott, 
- and his notable speech in Manchester in 1847, in which he gave utterance to his confidence in, and 
admiration of, England. Among the Miscellaneous Characteristic Records and Anecdotes will be found 
some impressions and glimpses that enable us, by a side-light, as it were, to see Emerson almost 



face to face. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Purchase of this book includes free trial access to www.million-books.com where you can read more 
than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with typos. Excerpt from book: RECOLLECTIONS 
Emerson's Visits To England In 1833, 1847-8, And 1872-3. It was in the month of August, 1833?nearly 
fifty years ago?that I had the singular good fortune to make the acquaintance of Mr. Emerson, and to 
enjoy the privilege of several days' intercourse with him. I was then residing in Edinburgh, my native 
city, and he was on his way home, after his first visit to Europe. He had with him a letter of introduction 
to a friend of mine, who, luckily for me, was then so much engaged in professional duties, that he 
was unable to spare even a few hours to do the honours of the old Scottish metropolis; so the young 
American traveller was handed over to me, and I thus became an entertainer of angels unawares. In 
those early days Mr. Emerson was about thirty years of age, andhis name was then utterly unknown 
in the world of letters; for the period to which I refer was anterior, by several years, to his delivery of 
those remarkable addresses which took by surprise the most thoughtful of his countrymen, as well 
as of cultivated English readers. Neither had he published any of those addresses or essays which 
afterwards stamped him as the most original thinker in America. On Sunday, the 18th of August, 1833, 
I heard him deliver a discourse in the Unitarian Chapel, Young Street, Edinburgh, and I remember 
distinctly the effect which it produced on his hearers. It is almost needless to say that nothing like it had 
ever been heard by them before, and many of them did not know what to make of it. The originality of 
his thoughts, the consummate beauty of the language in which they were clothed, the calm dignity of 
his bearing, the absence of all oratorical effort, and the singular directness and simplicity of his manner, 
free from the least shadow of dogmatic assumption, made a d...

Ralph Waldo Emerson, His Life, Genius, and Writings; a Biographical Sketch to Which Are Added 
Personal Recollections of His Visits to England, Extract

Disseminating his genius through celebrated essays and the hundreds of public lectures he gave 
across the United States, Ralph Waldo Emerson led the Transcendentalist movement of the mid-19th 
century and was lionised as a champion of individualism and a staunch critic of the countervailing 
pressures of society. The Delphi Poets Series offers readers the works of literature’s finest poets, with 
superior formatting. This volume presents the complete works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, with beautiful 
illustrations and the usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated with images relating 
to Emerson’s life and works * Detailed introduction to the life of Emerson * Excellent formatting of 
the poems * Special chronological and alphabetical contents tables for the poetry * Hundreds of rare 
poems appearing here for the first time in digital publishing * Easily locate the poems you want to read * 
Includes Emerson’s letters – spend hours exploring the poet’s personal correspondence * The complete 
prose works, with all the essays * A generous selection of early, middle and late journals – appearing 
here for the first time in digital publishing * Features two biographies – discover Emerson’s literary 
life * Scholarly ordering of texts into chronological order and literary genres CONTENTS: The Poetry 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson BRIEF INTRODUCTION: RALPH WALDO EMERSON THE COMPLETE 
POEMS The Poems LIST OF POEMS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER LIST OF POEMS IN ALPHA-
BETICAL ORDER The Books NATURE: ADDRESSES AND LECTURES ESSAYS. FIRST SERIES 
ESSAYS, SECOND SERIES REPRESENTATIVE MEN MEMOIRS OF MARGARET FULLER OSSOLI 
by R. F. Fuller ENGLISH TRAITS THE CONDUCT OF LIFE SOCIETY AND SOLITUDE LETTERS AND 
SOCIAL AIMS LECTURES AND BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES MISCELLANIES NATURAL HISTORY 
OF INTELLECT AND OTHER PAPERS The Essays LIST OF ESSAYS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
LIST OF ESSAYS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER The Letters THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THOMAS 
CARLYLE AND RALPH WALDO EMERSON The Journals SELECTED JOURNALS The Biographies 
RALPH WALDO EMERSON by Oliver Wendell Holmes BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH by Edward W. 
Emerson Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our range of exciting titles

Ralph Waldo Emerson



This late 19th-century work is a biography of American thinker Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Letters and Social Aims, published in 1875, contains essays originally published early in the 1840s 
as well as those that were the product of a collaborative effort among Emerson, his daughter Ellen 
Tucker Emerson, his son Edward Waldo Emerson, and his literary executor James Eliot Cabot. The 
volume takes up the topics of Poetry and Imagination, Social Aims, Eloquence, Resources, The 
Comic, Quotation and Originality, Progress of Culture, Persian Poetry, Inspiration, Greatness, and, 
appropriately for Emerson's last published book, Immortality. The historical introduction demonstrates 
for the first time the decline in Emerson's creative powers after 1865; the strain caused by the 
preparation of a poetry anthology and delivery of lectures at Harvard during this time; the devastating 
effect of a house fire in 1872; and how the Emerson children and Cabot worked together to enable 
Emerson to complete the book. The textual introduction traces this collaborative process in detail 
and also provides new information about the genesis of the volume as a response to a proposed 
unauthorized British edition of Emerson's works. Historical Introduction by Ronald A. BoscoNotes and 
Parallel Passages by Glen M. JohnsonText Established and Textual Introduction and Apparatus by Joel 
Myerson

Delphi Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson (Illustrated)

Drawing primarily from previously unpublished manuscripts in the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial 
Association Collection in the Houghton Library at Harvard University, recent editions of Emerson's 
correspondence, journals and notebooks, sermons, and early lectures have provided authoritative 
texts that inspire readers to consider Emerson's place in American culture afresh. The two-volume 
Later Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1843–1871, presents the texts of forty-eight complete and 
unpublished lectures delivered during the crucial middle years of Emerson's career. They offer his 
thoughts on New England and “Old World” history and culture, poetic theory, education, the history and 
uses of intellect—as well as his ideas on race relations and women's rights, subjects that sparked many 
debates. These final volumes contain some of Emerson's most timelessly relevant work and are sure 
to engage and inform any reader interested in discovering one of our country's greatest intellectuals. 
The following sections, although appearing only in the volume designated, contain information that 
pertains to both volumes and are available on the University of Georgia Press website. Volume 1: 
1843–1854 contains: Preface Works Frequently Cited Historical and Textual Introduction Volume 2: 
1855–1871 contains: Manuscript Sources of Emerson's Later Lectures in the Houghton Library of 
Harvard University Index to Works by Emerson General Index

Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson

By the end of the nineteenth century, Ralph Waldo Emerson was well on his way to becoming the 
“Wisest American” and the “Sage of Concord,” a literary celebrity and a national icon. With that 
fame came what Robert Habich describes as a blandly sanctified version of Emerson held widely 
by the reading public. Building Their Own Waldos sets out to understand the dilemma faced by 
Emerson’s early biographers: how to represent a figure whose subversive individualism had been 
eclipsed by his celebrity, making him less a representative of his age than a caricature of it. Drawing 
on never-before-published letters, diaries, drafts, business records, and private documents, Habich 
explores the making of a cultural hero through the stories of Emerson’s first biographers— George 
Willis Cooke, a minister most recently from Indianapolis who considered himself a disciple; the English 
reformer and newspaper mogul Alexander Ireland, a friend for half a century; Moncure D. Conway, a 
Southern abolitionist then residing in London, who called Emerson his “spiritual father and intellectual 
teacher”; the poet and medical professor Oliver Wendell Holmes, with Emerson a member of Boston’s 
gathering of literary elite, the Saturday Club; James Elliot Cabot, the family’s authorized biographer, 
an architect and amateur philosopher with unlimited access to Emerson’s unpublished papers; and 
Emerson’s son Edward, a physician and painter whose father had passed over him as literary executor 
in favor of Cabot. Just as their biographies reveal a complex, socially engaged Emerson, so too do 
the biographers’ own stories illustrate the real-world perils, challenges, and motives of life-writing in 
the late nineteenth century, when biographers were routinely vilified as ghoulish and disreputable 
and biography as a genre underwent a profound redefinition. Building Their Own Waldos is at once 
a revealing look at Emerson’s constructed reputation, a case study in the rewards and dangers of 
Victorian life-writing, and the story of six authors struggling amidst personal misfortunes and shifting 



expectations to capture the elusive character of America’s “representative man,” as they knew him and 
as they needed him to be.

Collected Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Volume VIII: Letters and Social Aims

In Virtue's Hero, Len Gougeon draws on a huge array of primary documents--unpublished speeches, 
the correspondence of abolitionists, family papers, records of abolition society meetings, and more--to 
offer a detailed and comprehensive account of Emerson's antislavery position. --from publisher de-
scription

Catalogue of the Alexander Ireland Collection in the Free Reference Library

Introduction: Recalling Emerson -- Emerson's memory loss -- Knowing by heart -- Streams of thought 
-- Coda: Inside information

The Complete Writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson

Excerpt from A Biography of Ralph Waldo Emerson: Set Forth as His Life Essay Emerson's total round 
of years does not quite run up to four score (1803-1882). A superficial view will trace in it many turns, 
tortuosities, even shrilling contradictions; so the first biographic problem emerges: how is this involved 
refractory mass to be set forth in some kind of transparent order, and its chaotic dispersion unified? A 
mere chronologic record of successive events in human life is not light-bringing, even if needful as the 
prime material foundation. Some way or other we must be led to see and to express the man's ultimate 
process as revealed in his character and stamped upon the whole of it and the parts. A very intricate 
piece of humanity is our Emerson, labyrinthine, and somewhat gnarled in spots perchance; but when 
seen and felt in the entirety of his existence, he integrates all its recalcitrant fragments, and attunes to 
one key-note its varied discords. His wholeness makes him whole in all his seeming deflections and 
his differences. Can a biography show this his order in its order? About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

The Later Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1843-1871

By 1888, twenty years after the publication of Little Women, Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) was one 
of the most popular and successful authors America had yet produced. In her pre-Little Women days, 
she concocted blood-and-thunder tales for low wages; post-Little Women, she specialized in domestic 
novels and short stories for children. Collected here for the first time are the reminiscences of people 
who knew her, the majority of which have not been published since their original appearance in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. Many of the printed recollections in this book appeared after Alcott 
became famous and showcase her as a literary lion, but others focus on her teen years, when she was 
living the life of Jo March; these intimate glimpses into the life of the Alcott family lead the reader to 
one conclusion: the family was happy, fun, and entertaining, very much like the fictional Marches. The 
recollections about an older and wealthier Alcott show a kind and generous, albeit outspoken, woman 
little changed by her money and status. From Annie Sawyer Downs’s description of life in Concord 
to Anna Alcott Pratt’s recollections of the Alcott sisters’ acting days to Julian Hawthorne’s neighborly 
portrait of the Alcotts, the thirty-six recollections in this copiously illustrated volume tell the private and 
public story of a remarkable life.

Building Their Own Waldos

Excerpt from A Biography of Ralph Waldo Emerson: Set Forth as His Life Essay These larger. Arcs 
of his biographical cycle are, therefore, the beginning, middle, and end of our book, revealing the 
basic organization and mean ing of his completed achievement. About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 



be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Life of Thomas Carlyle

Virtue's Hero
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