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Explore the profound life and words of Donald Davidson, a pivotal figure in 20th-century analytical
philosophy. This resource delves into his influential biography and key philosophical contributions,
focusing on his theories of language, mind, and the groundbreaking concept of radical interpretation
that shaped modern thought on meaning and belief.
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Donald Davidson: Life and Words

Donald Davidson (1917-2003) was one of the most prominent philosophers of the second half of the
twentieth century. His thinking about language, mind, and epistemology has shaped the views of several
generations of philosophers. This book brings together articles by a host of prominent philosophers to
provide new interpretations of Davidson’s key ideas about meaning, language and thought. The book
opens with short commemorative pieces by a wide range of people who knew Davidson well, giving us
glimpses into the life of a great philosopher, a beloved husband and father, a colleague, teacher and
friend. The chapter by Lepore and Ludwig and the ensuing heated debate with Frederick Stoutland
on how to interpret Davidson demonstrate why Davidson’s legacy has become a disputed intellectual
territory. The chapters by Kathrin Glier, Peter Pagin, Barry Smith, James Higginbotham and William
Child, all eminent philosophers of language, are prime examples of just one strand of this legacy, while
the piece by Sophie Gibb gives us an opening to Davidson’s enormous contribution to philosophy of
mind. Donald Davidson: Life and Words closes with a piece by Davidson himself, first published in 1995
in the International Journal of Philosophical Studies, where he brings together the various strands of
his work in a Unified Theory of speech and action. This book comprises key articles first published in
the International Journal of Philosophical Studies and previously unpublished commemorative pieces,
and serves as a fitting dedication to the work and memory of a great philosopher.
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Child, all eminent philosophers of language, are prime examples of just one strand of this legacy, while
the piece by Sophie Gibb gives us an opening to Davidson’s enormous contribution to philosophy of
mind. Donald Davidson: Life and Words closes with a piece by Davidson himself, first published in 1995
in the International Journal of Philosophical Studies, where he brings together the various strands of
his work in a Unified Theory of speech and action. This book comprises key articles first published in
the International Journal of Philosophical Studies and previously unpublished commemorative pieces,
and serves as a fitting dedication to the work and memory of a great philosopher.

Truth and Predication

This brief book takes readers to the very heart of what it is that philosophy can do well. Completed
shortly before Donald Davidson's death at 85, Truth and Predication brings full circle a journey moving
from the insights of Plato and Aristotle to the problems of contemporary philosophy. In particular,
Davidson, countering many of his contemporaries, argues that the concept of truth is not ambiguous,
and that we need an effective theory of truth in order to live well. Davidson begins by harking back to
an early interest in the classics, and an even earlier engagement with the workings of grammar; in the
pleasures of diagramming sentences in grade school, he locates his first glimpse into the mechanics
of how we conduct the most important activities in our life--such as declaring love, asking directions,
issuing orders, and telling stories. Davidson connects these essential questions with the most basic and
yet hard to understand mysteries of language use--how we connect noun to verb. This is a problem that
Plato and Aristotle wrestled with, and Davidson draws on their thinking to show how an understanding
of linguistic behavior is critical to the formulating of a workable concept of truth. Anchored in classical
philosophy, Truth and Predication nonetheless makes telling use of the work of a great number of
modern philosophers from Tarski and Dewey to Quine and Rorty. Representing the very best of Western
thought, it reopens the most difficult and pressing of ancient philosophical problems, and reveals them
to be very much of our day.

The Many Faces of Relativism

This book is a study of relativism as a dominant intellectual preoccupation of our time. Relativism asks
how we are to find a way out of intractable differences of perspectives and disagreements in various
domains. Standards of truth, rationality, and ethical right and wrong vary greatly and there are no
universal criteria for adjudicating between them. In considering this problem, relativism suggests that
what is true or right can only be determined within variable contexts of assessment. This book brings
together articles published in the International Journal of Philosophical Studies over a period of 17
years, as well as in a Special Issue of the journal published in 2004. The chapters in Section | discuss
some of the main forms of relativism. Section 1l sheds light on the different motivations for relativism,
assessing their strengths and weaknesses. Section Ill provides a detailed examination of the vexed
guestion of whether Ludwig Wittgenstein, in his later work, supported relativism. The varied responses
to this important question shed light on the issues discussed in Sections | and II. This collection is a
lively and engaging resource for scholars interested in the crucial impact relativism has had on the
way we think about the meaning of truth, and what is right and wrong. The chapters in this book were
originally published in the International Journal of Philosophical Studies.

Words and Life

Putnam offers a sweeping account of the sources of several central problems of philosophy. A unifying
theme of the volume is that reductionism, scientism, and old-style disenchanted naturalism tend to be
obstacles to philosophical progress.

Donald Davidson’s Triangulation Argument

According to many commentators, Davidson’s earlier work on philosophy of action and truth-theoretic
semantics is the basis for his reputation, and his later forays into broader metaphysical and episte-
mological issues, and eventually into what became known as the triangulation argument, are much
less successful. This book by two of his former students aims to change that perception. In Part One,
Verheggen begins by providing an explanation and defense of the triangulation argument, then explores
its implications for questions concerning semantic normativity and reductionism, the social character of
language and thought, and skepticism about the external world. In Part Two, Myers considers what the
argument can tell us about reasons for action, and whether it can overcome skeptical worries based
on claims about the nature of motivation, the sources of normativity and the demands of morality. The



book reveals Davidson’s later writings to be full of innovative and important ideas that deserve much
more attention than they are currently receiving.

Pragmatics, Truth and Underspecification

This collection of especially commissioned papers presents state of the art research on semantics,
pragmatics, presupposition, negation, existence, utterance semantics, metaphor, erotetic reasoning,
lexical meaning, the pragmatics of number terms, theories of truth and Moore’s Paradox.

Donald Davidson on Truth, Meaning, and the Mental

This volume offers a reappraisal of Donald Davidson's influential philosophy of thought, meaning, and
language, Twelve specially written essays by leading philosophers in the field illuminate a range of
themes and problems relating to these subjects, and engage in particular with Ernie Lepore and Kirk
Ludwig's interpretation of Davidson's thought.

Neo-Davidsonian Metaphysics

Much contemporary metaphysics, moved by an apparent necessity to take reality to consist of given
beings and properties, presents us with what appear to be deep problems requiring radical changes
in the common sense conception of persons and the world. Contemporary meta-ethics ignores
guestions about logical form and formulates questions in ways that make the possibility of correct
value judgments mysterious. In this book, Wheeler argues that given a Davidsonian understanding

of truth, predication, and interpretation, and given a relativised version of Aristotelian essentialism
compatible with Davidson’s basic thinking, many metaphysical problems are not very deep. Likewise,
many philosophers' claims that common sense needs to be modified are unfounded. He argues further
that a proper consideration of questions of logical form clarifies and illuminates meta-ethical questions.
Although the analyses and arguments he gives are often at odds with those at which Davidson arrived,
they apply the central Davidsonian insights about semantics, understanding, and interpretation.

Donald Davidson

Donald Davidson's work has been of seminal importance in the development of analytic philosophy and
his views on the nature of language, mind and action remain the starting point for many of the central
debates in the analytic tradition. His ideas, however, are complex, often technical, and interconnected in
ways that can make them difficult to understand. This introduction to Davidson's philosophy examines
the full range of his writings to provide a clear succinct overview of his ideas. The book begins with
an account of the assumptions and structure of Davidson's philosophy of language, introducing his
compositionalism, extensionalism and commitment to a Tarski-style theory of truth as the model for
theories of meaning. It goes on to show how that philosophical framework is to be applied and how it
challenges the traditional picture. Marc Joseph examines Davidson's influential work on action theory
and events and discusses the commonly made charge that his theory of action and mind leaves the
mental as a mere ‘epiphenomenon’ of the physical. The final section explores Davidson's philosophy of
mind, some of its consequences for traditional views of subjectivity and objectivity and, more generally,
the relation between minded beings and the physical and mental world they occupy.

Pragmatics, Truth and Underspecification

This collection of especially commissioned papers presents state of the art research on semantics,
pragmatics, presupposition, negation, existence, utterance semantics, metaphor, erotetic reasoning,
lexical meaning, the pragmatics of number terms, theories of truth and Moore's Paradox.

A Way Through the Global Techno-Scientific Culture

Computers are supposed to be smart, yet they frustrate both ordinary users and computer technol-
ogists. Why are people frustrated by smart machines? Computers don't fit people. People think in
terms of comparisons, stories, and analogies, and seek feedback, whereas computers are based on a
fundamental design that does not fit with analogical and feedback thinking. They impose a binary, an
all-or-nothing, approach to everything. Moreover, the social world and institutions that have developed
around computer technology hide and reinforce the lack of alignment between computers and people.
This book suggests a solution: we do not have to accept the way things are now and work around



the bad social and technical design of computers. Rather, it proposes a diverse, distributed, critical
discussion of how to design and build both computer technology and its social institutions.

Linguistics Meets Philosophy

Linguistics and philosophy, while being two closely-related fields, are often approached with very
different methodologies and frameworks. Bringing together a team of interdisciplinary scholars, this
pioneering book provides examples of how conversations between the two disciplines can lead to
exciting developments in both fields, from both a historical and a current perspective. It identifies a
number of key phenomena at the cutting edge of research within both fields, such as reporting and as-
cribing, describing and referring, narrating and structuring, locating in time and space, typologizing and
ontologizing, determining and questioning, arguing and rejecting, and implying and (pre-)supposing.
Each chapter takes on a phenomena and explores it through a set of questions which are posed and
answered at the outset of each chapter. An accessible and engaging resource, it is essential reading for
researchers and students in both disciplines, and will empower exciting and illuminating conversations
for years to come.

Bentham and the Arts

Bentham and the Arts considers the sceptical challenge presented by Bentham’s hedonistic utilitar-
ianism to the existence of the aesthetic, as represented in the oft-quoted statement that, ‘Prejudice
apart, the game of push-pin is of equal value with the arts and sciences of music and poetry. If the
game of push-pin furnish more pleasure, it is more valuable than either. This statement is one part of a
complex set of arguments on culture, taste, and utility that Bentham pursued over his lifetime, in which
sensations of pleasure and pain were opposed to aesthetic sensibility. Leading scholars from a variety
of disciplines reflect on the implications of Bentham'’s radical utilitarian approach for our understanding
of the history and contemporary nature of art, literature, and aesthetics more generally.

Essays on Actions and Events

Donald Davidson has prepared a new edition of his classic 1980 collection of Essays on Actions and
Events, including two additional essays. In this seminal investigation of the nature of human action,
Davidson argues for an ontology which includes events along with persons and other objects. Certain
events are identified and explained as actions when they are viewed as caused and rationalized by
reasons; these same events, when described in physical, biological, or physiological terms, may be
explained by appeal to natural laws. The mental and the physical thus constitute irreducibly discrete
ways of explaining and understanding events and their causal relations. Among the topics discussed
are: freedom to act; weakness of the will; the logical form of talk about actions, intentions, and causality;
the logic of practical reasoning; Hume's theory of the indirect passions; and the nature and limits of
decision theory. The introduction, cross-references, and appendices emphasize the relations between
the essays and explain how Davidson's views have developed.

American Composition and Rhetoric by Donald Davidson in Collaboration with Ivar Lou Myhr

Living in Words: Literature, Autobiographical Language, and the Composition of Selfhood pursues
three main questions: What role does literature play in the constitution of a human being? What is
the connection between the language we see at work in imaginative fiction and the language we
develop to describe ourselves? And is something more powerful than just description at work -- that is,
does self-descriptive or autobiographical language itself play an active role in shaping and solidifying
our identities? This adventurous book suggests that interdisciplinary work interweaving philosophy
and literature can answer these questions. Main sections investigate the relational model of the self
derived from American pragmatism, the sense of rightness that can attach to descriptions of ourselves
and our actions, the analogy between interpreting works of art and the interpretation of persons, the
special power of literature as a self-compositional tool and the "architecture” of self-narratives and
the corresponding growth of self-understanding, what we can learn from cautionary tales concerning
the tragic lack of self-knowledge, the possibility of "rewriting” and "rereading” the self, and overall,

the assembly of real-life structures of self-definition through our reflective engagement with literature.
Throughout, the book develops a model of active, self-constitutive literary reading that provides
language for, and sharpens, self-individuation and sensibility. Conjoining a relational conception of
selfhood to a narrative conception of self-understanding, Living in Words makes a powerful claim that



aesthetic experience and our engagement with the arts is a far more serious matter in human life and
society than it in some quarters is taken to be.

Living in Words

For scholars working on almost any aspect of American thought, The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia to
Philosophers in America presents an indispensable reference work. Selecting over 700 figures from
the Dictionary of Early American Philosophers and the Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers,
this condensed edition includes key contributors to philosophical thought. From 1600 to the present day,
entries cover psychology, pedagogy, sociology, anthropology, education, theology and political science,
before these disciplines came to be considered distinct from philosophy. Clear and accessible, each en-
try contains a short biography of the writer, an exposition and analysis of his or her doctrines and ideas,
a bibliography of writings and suggestions for further reading. Featuring a new preface by the editor
and a comprehensive introduction, The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia to Philosophers in America includes
30 new entries on twenty-first century thinkers including Martha Nussbaum and Patricia Churchland.
With in-depth overviews of Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Noah Porter, Frederick Rauch, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson, this is an invaluable one-stop research volume to
understanding leading figures in American thought and the development of American intellectual
history.

The Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of Philosophers in America
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Donald Davidson

This book discusses the ideas of Donald Davidson, on the nature of understanding and meaning,
and the nature of truth and knowledge, providing an account of Davidson's holistic and hermeneutical
conception of linguistic interpretation, and, more generally, of the mind.

Donald Davidson and the Mirror of Meaning

"A delightful book ... | should like to have written it myself." — Bertrand Russell First published in
1936, this first full-length presentation in English of the Logical Positivism of Carnap, Neurath, and
others has gone through many printings to become a classic of thought and communication. It not
only surveys one of the most important areas of modern thought; it also shows the confusion that
arises from imperfect understanding of the uses of language. A first-rate antidote for fuzzy thought and
muddled writing, this remarkable book has helped philosophers, writers, speakers, teachers, students,
and general readers alike. Mr. Ayers sets up specific tests by which you can easily evaluate statements
of ideas. You will also learn how to distinguish ideas that cannot be verified by experience — those
expressing religious, moral, or aesthetic experience, those expounding theological or metaphysical
doctrine, and those dealing with a priori truth. The basic thesis of this work is that philosophy should
not squander its energies upon the unknowable, but should perform its proper function in criticism and
analysis.

Language, Truth and Logic

A Companion to Donald Davidson presents newlycommissioned essays by leading figures within
contemporaryphilosophy. Taken together, they provide a comprehensive overviewof Davidson’s work
across its full range, and an assessmentof his many contributions to philosophy. Highlights the
breadth of Davidson's work acrossphilosophy Demonstrates the continuing influence his work has
on thephilosophical community Includes newly commissioned contributions from leading figuresin
contemporary philosophy Provides an in-depth exposition and analysis of Davidson's workacross the
range of areas to which he contributed, includingphilosophy of action, epistemology, metaphysics,
philosophy oflanguage, and philosophy of mind

A Companion to Donald Davidson

>

Philosophy as Criticism



This work describes major changes in the conceptual language of the humanities, particularly in the
discourse of history. In seven closely related essays, the author traces the development of academic
vocabularies through the dynamically shifting cultural, political, and linguistic landscapes of the 20th
century.

From History to Theory

This book questions what sovereignty looks like when it is de-ontologised; when the nothingness at
the heart of claims to sovereignty is unmasked and laid bare. Drawing on critical thinkers in political
theology, such as Schmitt, Agamben, Nancy, Blanchot, Paulhan, The Politics of Nothing asks what
happens to the political when considered in the frame of the productive potential of the nothing? The
answers are framed in terms of the deep intellectual histories at our disposal for considering these
fundamental questions, carving out trajectories inspired by, for example, Peter Lombard, Shakespeare
and Spinoza. This book offers a series of sensitive and creative reflections that suggest the possibilities
offered by thinking through sovereignty via the frame of nihilism. This book was originally published as
a special issue of Culture, Theory and Critique.

The Literary Correspondence of Donald Davidson and Allen Tate

Conceptualism is the view that cognizers can have mental representations of the world only if they
possess the adequate concepts by means of which they can specify what they represent. By contrast,
non-conceptualism is the view that mental representations of the world do not necessarily presuppose
concepts by means of which the content of these representations can be specified, thus cognizers
can have mental representations of the world that are non-conceptual. Consequently, if conceptualism
is true then non-conceptualism must be false, and vice versa. This incompatibility makes the current
debate over conceptualism and non-conceptualism a fundamental controversy since the range of
conceptual capacities that cognizers have certainly has an impact on their mental representations of
the world, on how sense perception is structured, and how external world beliefs are justified. Con-
ceptualists and non-conceptualists alike refer to Kant as the major authoritative reference point from
which they start and develop their arguments. The appeal to Kant attempts to pave the way for a robust
answer to the question of whether or not there is non-conceptual content. Since the incompatibility of
the conceptualist and non-conceptualist readings of Kant indicate a paradigm case, hopes have risen
that the answer to the question of whether Kant is a conceptualist or a non-conceptualist might settle
the contemporary controversy across the board. This volume searches for that answer. This book is
based on a special issue of the International Journal of Philosophical Studies.

The Politics of Nothing

Does perception provide us with direct and unmediated access to the world around us? The so-called
‘argument from illusion ' has traditionally been supposed to show otherwise: from the subject's point
of view, perceptual illusions are often indistinguishable from veridical perceptions; hence, perceptual
experience, as such, cannot provide us with knowledge of the world, but only with knowledge of how
things appear to us. Disjunctive accounts of perceptual experience, first proposed by John McDowell
and Paul Snowdon in the early 1980s and at the centre of current debates in the philosophy of percep-
tion, have been proposed to block this argument. According to the traditional view, a case of perception
and a subjectively indistinguishable illusion or hallucination can exemplify what is fundamentally the
same kind of mental state even though they differ in how they relate to the non-mental environment.
In contrast, according to the disjunctive account, the concept of perceptual experience should be
seen as essentially disjunctive, encompassing (at least) two distinct kinds of mental states, namely
genuinely world-involving perceptions and mere appearances. This book presents seven recent essays
on disjunctivism first published in two special issues of Philosophical Explorations: An International
Journal for the Philosophy of Mind and Action.

Kant and Non-Conceptual Content

The Edge of Life: Human Dignity and Contemporary Bioethics resituates bioethics in fundamental
outlook by challenging both the dominant Kantian and utilitarian approaches to evaluating how new
technologies apply to human life. Drawing on an analysis of the dignity of the human person, both
as an agent and as the recipient of action, The Edge of Life presents a "theoretical” approach to the
problems of contemporary bioethics and applies this approach to various disputed questions. Should
conjoined twins be split, if the division will end the life of the weaker twin? Was Bush's stem cell



research decision morally acceptable? Are the 'quality of life' and 'sanctity of life' ethics irreconcilably
incompatible? Accessible to both scholars and students, The Edge of Life focuses particularly on the
controversial issues surrounding the beginning and ending of human life, tackling some of the toughest
practical questions of bioethics including new reproductive technologies (artificial wombs), stem cell
research, abortion and physician assisted suicide, as well as many of its vexing theoretical disputes.

Disjunctivism

Donald Davidson was one of the most famous and influential philosophers of the twentieth century.
The Structure of Truth presents his 1970 Locke Lectures in print for the first time. They comprise

an invaluable historical document which illuminates how Davidson was thinking about the theory of
meaning, the role of a truth theory therein, the ontological commitments of a truth theory, the notion
of logical form, and so on, at a pivotal moment in the development of his thought. Unlike Davidson's
previously published work, the lectures are written so as to be presented to an audience as a fully
organized and coherent exposition of his program in the philosophy of language. Had they been widely
available in the years following 1970, the reception of Davidson's work might have been very different.
Given the systematic nature of their presentation of Davidson's semantic program, these lectures will
be of interest to anyone working in the philosophy of language.

The Edge of Life

An examination of the role of ostension—the bodily manifestation of intention—-in word learning, and
an investigation of the philosophical puzzles it poses. Ostension is bodily movement that manifests our
engagement with things, whether we wish it to or not. Gestures, glances, facial expressions: all betray
our interest in something. Ostension enables our first word learning, providing infants with a prelinguistic
way to grasp the meaning of words. Ostension is philosophically puzzling; it cuts across domains
seemingly unbridgeable—public—private, inner—outer, mind—body. In this book, Chad Engelland offers a
philosophical investigation of ostension and its role in word learning by infants. Engelland discusses os-
tension (distinguishing it from ostensive definition) in contemporary philosophy, examining accounts by
Quine, Davidson, and Gadamer, and he explores relevant empirical findings in psychology, evolutionary
anthropology, and neuroscience. He offers original studies of four representative historical thinkers
whose work enriches the understanding of ostension: Wittgenstein, Merleau-Ponty, Augustine, and
Aristotle. And, building on these philosophical and empirical foundations, Engelland offers a meticulous
analysis of the philosophical issues raised by ostension. He examines the phenomenological problem
of whether embodied intentions are manifest or inferred; the problem of what concept of mind allows
ostensive cues to be intersubjectively available; the epistemological problem of how ostensive cues,
notoriously ambiguous, can be correctly understood; and the metaphysical problem of the ultimate
status of the key terms in his argument: animate movement, language, and mind. Finally, he argues for
the centrality of manifestation in philosophy. Taking ostension seriously, he proposes, has far-reaching
implications for thinking about language and the practice of philosophy.

The Structure of Truth

During the middle of the twentieth century, philosophers generally agreed that, by contrast with science,
philosophy should offer no substantial thoughts about the general nature of concrete reality. Instead,
philosophers offered conceptual truths. It is widely assumed that, since 1970, things have changed
greatly. This book argues that's an illusion that prevails because of the failure to differentiate between
"concretely substantial" and "concretely empty"ideas.

Ostension

Table of contents

Empty Ideas

The question of the relativity of interpretations and the relevance of the author's intentions for
interpretation has been at the center of controversy for the past century in different philosophical
traditions, but there has been very little effort to examine the different ways this question has been
addressed in contemporary philosophy within the space of a single book. Relativism and Intentionalism
in Interpretation. Davidson, Hermeneutics, and Pragmatism brings diverse philosophical viewpoints to
bear on these issues, addressing them through analytic philosophy, hermeneutics, and pragmatism.



Kalle Puolakka develops a view of interpretation drawing on Donald Davidson's late philosophy of
language and mind defending the role of authorial intentions against criticisms intentionalist views
have received particularly in hermeneutics and pragmatism. In addition to relativism and intentionalism,
the book discusses such issues as the role of imagination and aesthetic experience in interpretation,
and it presents a thorough critique of hermeneutic conceptions of interpretation which emphasize the
essential historical nature of our understanding. Relativism and Intentionalism in Interpretation shows
how it is possible to combine a pluralistic attitude towards art without resurrecting the role of the author's
intentions in interpretation.

Donald Davidson

In this provocative work, John McCumber asks us to understand Hegel's system as a new approach
to linguistic communication. Hegel, he argues, is concerned with building community and mutual
comprehension rather than with completing metaphysics or developing historical critique. According
to McCumber's radial interpretation, Hegel constructs a complex ideal of how we should use certain
words. This ideal philosophical vocabulary is flexible and open to revision, and is constructed according
to principles available at all time and all places; it is responsive to, but not dictated by, the shared
language of cultured discourse whose concepts it attempts to refine and universalize.

Relativism and Intentionalism in Interpretation

Quine was one of the 20th century’s great philosophers. This volume begins with a number of interviews
Quine gave about his perspectives on 20th-century logic, science and philosophy, the ideas of others,
and philosophy generally. Also included are his most important articles, reviews, and comments on
other philosophers, from Carnap to Strawson.

The Company of Words

A groundbreaking reference work on the revolutionary philosophy and intellectual legacy of Richard
Rorty A provocative and often controversial thinker, Richard Rorty and his ideas have been the subject
of renewed interest to philosophers working in epistemology, metaphysics, analytic philosophy, and
the history of philosophy. Having called for philosophers to abandon representationalist accounts of
knowledge and language, Rorty introduced radical and challenging concepts to modern philosophy,
generating divisive debate through the new form of American pragmatism which he advocated and
the renunciation of traditional epistemology which he espoused. However, while Rorty has been one
of the most widely-discussed figures in modern philosophy, few volumes have dealt directly with the
expansive reach of his thought or its implications for the fields of philosophy in which he worked. The
Blackwell Companion to Rorty is a collection of essays by prominent scholars which provide close,
and long-overdue, examination of Rorty’s groundbreaking work. Divided into five parts, this volume-
covers the major intellectual movements of Rorty’s career from his early work on consciousness and
transcendental arguments, to the lasting impacts of his major writings, to his approach to pragmatism
and his controversial appropriations from other philosophers, and finally to his later work in culture,
politics, and ethics. Offers a comprehensive, balanced, and insightful account of Rorty's approach to
philosophy Provides an assessment of Rorty’s more controversial thoughts and his standing as an
“anti-philosopher’s philosopher” Contains new and original exploration of Rorty’s thinking from leading
scholars and philosophers Includes new perspectives on topics such as Rorty's influence in Central
Europe Despite the relevance of Rorty’s work for the wider community of philosophers and for those
working in fields such as international relations, legal and political theory, sociology, and feminist
studies, the secondary literature surrounding Rorty’s work and legacy is limited. A Companion to Rorty
address this absence, providinga comprehensive resource for philosophers and general readers.

Quine in Dialogue

This volume breaks new grounds by bringing together a great variety of innovative contributions on
triangulation, epistemology, and mind. The notion of “triangulation”, developed by Donald Davidson
(1917-2003) during the last two decades of his life, has changed our understanding of the relationship
between subjective, intersubjective, and objective, and shed new light on concepts such as externalism,
internalism, communication, interpretation, and language. At the same time, however, it has been
strongly criticized for several aspects. The papers collected in this volume—written by established
contributors—aim to provide new insights into the contemporary debate on triangulation. The upshot
is not only a deeper understanding of Davidson’s ideas but also a new appreciation of some central



problems of epistemology and the philosophy of mind with regard to adjoining disciplines such as, for
instance, cognitive sciences and the philosophy of language.

A Companion to Rorty

Linguistic Turns rewrites the intellectual and cultural history of early twentieth-century Europe. In chap-
ters that study the work of Saussure, Russell, Wittgenstein, Bakhtin, Benjamin, Cassirer, Shklovskii,
the Russian Futurists, Ogden and Richards, Sorel, Gramsci, and others, it shows how European
intellectuals came to invest 'language’ with extraordinary force, at a time when the social and political
order of the continent was itself in question. By examining linguistic turns in concert rather than

in isolation, the volume changes the way we see them—no longer simply as moves in individual
disciplines, but as elements of a larger constellation, held together by common concerns and anxieties.
In a series of detailed readings, the volume reveals how each linguistic turn invested ‘language as such'’
with powers that could redeem not just individual disciplines but Europe itself. It shows how, in the
hands of different writers, language becomes a model of social and political order, a tool guaranteeing
analytical precision, a vehicle of dynamic change, a storehouse of mythical collective energy, a template
for civil society, and an image of justice itself. By detailing the force linguistic turns attribute to language,
and the way in which they contrast 'language as such' with actual language, the volume dissects the
investments made in words and sentences and the visions behind them. The constellation of linguistic
turns is explored as an intellectual event in its own right and as the pursuit of social theory by other
means.

Triangulation

From Sources of the Self to A Secular Age, Charles Taylor has shown how we create ways of being,
as individuals and as a society. Here, he demonstrates that language is at the center of this generative
process. Language does not merely describe; it constitutes meaning, and the shared practice of speech
shapes human experience.

Linguistic Turns, 1890-1950

The Language Animal
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