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Social interaction and personal relationships are fundamental to human well-being, encompassing 
the various ways individuals connect, communicate, and form meaningful bonds. These dynamics are 
crucial for fostering support systems, enhancing emotional health, and achieving overall life satisfaction.
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Social Interaction and Personal Relationships

`The team has achieved an admirable overall coherence in representing the range of ideas, method-
ologies and modes of analysis that will be found in this area of social life.... it is likely to find a place on 
the reading lists of many future social psychology courses' - Journal of Community and Applied Social 
Psychology Relationships play a central part in people's lives, and a number of exciting interdisciplinary 
perspectives have recently emerged to shed new light on what it means to be in a relationship with 
another human being. This volume offers an authoritative yet accessible examination of a wide variety 
of these perspectives, drawing from a broader than usual range of material and including c

Friendship and Social Interaction

A neglected topic in the field of personal relationships has been the study of friendships. Social 
psychologists have studied how and why individuals are attracted to one another and the processes of 
interaction during initial encounters, but they have not paid much attention to ongoing friend ships. A 
major goal of the present volume is to develop theories and integrate research on the development and 
maintenance of friendships. Another major goal is to build bridges between social psychologists and 
other social scientists by presenting an interdisciplinary approach. Although a majority of the contribu-
tors are social psychologists, other authors include sociol ogists as well as developmental, personality, 
and clinical psychologists. The chapters also present research on friendship based on a wide range of 
research methodologies, including laboratory research as well as longi tudinal, naturalistic, and clinical 
studies. Hence, the book incorporates a variety of conceptual and methodological approaches that 
should con tribute to a cross-fertilization of ideas among disciplines. The first chapter, by Barbara A. 
Winstead and Valerian J. Derlega, provides an overview of theory and research on friendship. The 
second chapter, by Daniel Perlman and Beverley Fehr, provides a summary and conceptual critique of 
social psychological theories of social attraction that are relevant to the study of friendship. Adopting 
a developmental approach, Duane Buhrmester and Wyndol Furman, in Chapter 3, demonstrate the 
particular importance of friendship during middle childhood and adolescence in fulfilling interpersonal 
needs.

The Social Psychology of Personal Relationships
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The Social Psychology of Personal Relationships provides a concise and highly readable introduction to 
the major social psychological perspectives on the study of personal relationships. The contributors, all 
internationally recognized scholars in their respective fields, address the study of personal relationships 
from the following key social psychological perspectives: attachment theory evolutionary psychology 
interdependence relations interracial relationships self-expansion theory self-presentation theory This 
important text also contains an innovative chapter on how to analyze data from dyadic relationship 
studies, along with meta-theoretical commentaries by Ickes and Duck, and by Acitelli, Duck and West. 
A useful reference for professionals whose research and/or clinical practice focuses on personal 
relationships, this book is also intended for advanced students in the areas of social psychology, clinical 
and counseling psychology, communication studies, family studies and sociology courses. The Social 
Psychology of Personal Relationships is one of a series of paperbacks dedicated to the study and 
application of processes by which individuals relate to each other in social and family settings. Each 
book provides an expanded and up-to-date version of a section in the original Handbook of Personal 
Relationships (second edition) edited by Steve Duck.

Personal Relationships and Personal Networks

The effort to understand personal relationships has traditionally focused on the individual characteris-
tics of participants. Personal Relationships and Personal Networks takes this analysis a step further, 
focusing on research linking participants' feelings and actions within a given personal relationship 
to the larger social context surrounding it. Author Malcolm R. Parks expands on the idea that the 
initiation, development, maintenance, and dissolution of relationships are inextricably connected to 
each participant's social network-a perspective that allows for a better appreciation of our connection 
to the world, and a greater understanding our significant power as social actors. This book offers a 
new way to consider basic notions about how relationships form, such as how particular people meet, 
and how relationships are started. Among many findings, the volume demonstrates that individuals 
in relationships feel closer and generally more connected when they also have a greater amount of 
contact with the members of each other's personal networks and when they believe that network 
members support their relationship. Additional topics discussed include how this social context model 
is applicable to different types of relationships; how participants interact with network members; how 
social networks are involved in the deterioration of personal relationships; and what drives change in 
relationships. Students, researchers, and professionals in a wide variety of disciplines such as commu-
nication, psychology, sociology, anthropology, family studies, clinical psychology, public health nursing, 
education, and social work will find this book useful, as will anyone seeking to better understand their 
own personal relationships.

Together Alone

Exploring locales such as city streets, bus stops, parking lots, bars, retail establishments, and discus-
sion groups, Together Alone ventures into what is often thought of as the realm of passing strangers 
to examine the nature of personal relationships conducted in public spaces. While most studies of 
social interaction have gone behind closed doors to focus on relationships in the family, school, and 
workplace, this innovative collection pushes the boundaries of the field by analyzing both fleeting and 
anchored relationships in the seldom-studied communal areas where much of contemporary life takes 
place. The contributors shed light on the diversity and character of day-to-day negotiations in public 
spaces and at the same time illuminate how these social ties paradoxically blend aspects of durability 
and brevity, of emotional closeness and distance, of being together and alone.

Communication and Personal Relationships

Focusing particularly on communication processes in relationships, this text presents the different 
theories about personal relationships that have emerged from different traditions in communication 
studies.

Smartphones within Psychological Science

Find out how the common smartphone is challenging and transforming psychological science.

Personal Relationships and Social Support



It is widely acknowledged that the support given by friends, intimates andother members of a social 
network is important to a person's well-being. Until recently, however, little attention has been paid to the 
relational processes and contexts through which social support is mediated. Personal Relationships 
and Social Support represents a major initiative in its focus upon social support as a phenomenon 
embedded in the everyday transactions and dynamics of people's interpersonal relationships. The 
authors consider such issues as the importance of the day-to-day talk' of social support within 
interpersonal relationships, the strategies that people use to mobilize support within particular relational 
contexts and the impact of people's daily life and work patterns on the need for, and ability to mobilize, 
support. The effect, in turn, of competence in support giving on the development and maintenance of 
interpersonal relationships is examined as are the possible negative consequences of particular kinds 
of support. Personal Relationships and Social Support brings together for the first time two strands of 
work, on social support and the nature of interpersonal relationships, which have tended to develop in 
isolation from each other. This path-breaking book will be essential reading for all those interested in 
new developments in theory and research in the field of human relationships.

Social Media and Personal Relationships

This book explores how digital communication generates new intimacies and meanings of friendship in 
a networked society, developing a theory of mediated intimacies to explain how social media contributes 
to dramatic changes in our ideas about personal relationships, through themes of self, youth, families, 
digital dating and online social capital.

Economics and Social Interaction

First published in 2005, Economics and Social Interaction is a fresh attempt to overcome the traditional 
inability of economics to deal with interpersonal phenomena that occur within the sphere of markets and 
productive organizations. It makes use of traditional economic concepts for understanding interpersonal 
events, while venturing beyond those concepts to give a better account of personalised interactions. 
In contrast to other books, Economics and Social Interaction offers the reader a rigorous effort at 
extending economic analysis to a difficult field in a consistent manner, sensitive to insights from other 
behavioural and social sciences. This collection represents an important contribution to a growing 
research agenda in the social sciences.

Handbook of Personal Relationships

As the field of social relationships has grown enormously, this edition has been revised to include a new 
section on family relationships, focusing on the central truth that the dynamics of personal relationships 
are a key basis of social life.

Maintaining Relationships Through Communication

Relational maintenance provides a rallying point for those seeking to discover the behaviors that 
individuals utilize to sustain their personal relationships. Theoretical models, research programs, and 
specific studies have examined how people in a variety of close relationships choose to define and 
maintain those relationships. In addition, relational maintenance turns our attention to communicative 
processes that help people sustain their close relationships. In this collection, editors Daniel J. 
Canary and Marianne Dainton focus on the communicative processes critical to the maintenance and 
enhancement of personal relationships. The volume considers variations in maintaining different types 
of personal relationships; structural constraints on relationship maintenance; and cultural variations in 
relational maintenance. Contributions to the volume cover a broad range of relational types, including 
romantic relationships, family relationships, long-distance relationships, workplace relationships, and 
Gay and Lesbian relationships, among others. Maintaining Relationships Through Communication: 
Relational, Contextual, and Cultural Variations synthesizes current research in relationship mainte-
nance, emphasizes the ways that behaviors vary in their maintenance functions across relational 
contexts, discusses alternative explanations for maintaining relationships, and presents avenues for 
future research. As such, it is intended for students and scholars studying interpersonal communication 
and personal relationships.

Relating Through Technology



This book offers a balanced, evidence-based account of the role of mobile and social media in personal 
relationships.

Interdependence, Interaction, and Close Relationships

Explores the latest developments in the processes underlying intimate relationships from an interde-
pendence theory perspective.

Stability and Change in Relationships

Understanding interpersonal relationships requires understanding actors, behaviors, and contexts. This 
2002 volume presents research from a variety of disciplines that examine personal relationships on 
all three levels. The first section focuses on the factors that influence individuals to enter, maintain, 
and dissolve relationships. The second section emphasizes ongoing processes that characterize 
relationships and focuses on issues such as arguing and sacrificing. The third and final section 
demonstrates that the process of stability and change are embedded in social, cultural, and historical 
contexts. Chapters address cultural universals as well as cross-cultural differences in relationship 
behaviors and outcomes. The emergence of relational forms, such as the interaction between people 
and computers, is also explored. Stability and Change in Relationships will be of interest to a broad 
range of fields, including psychology, sociology, communications, gerontology, and counselling.

Personal Relationships: Developing personal relationships

The situation and things that people bring with them; Physical situation; Personality, social characteris-
tics, and group composition; Impressions of the group; Social influence; Helping and hurting; Friendship 
and attraction; Nature of the group: structure and function; Social interaction and task; Roles and 
relationships; Leadership.

Small Groups and Social Interaction

The Cambridge Handbook of Personal Relationships serves as a benchmark of the current state of 
scholarship in this dynamic field synthesizing the extant theoretical and empirical literature, tracing its 
historical roots, and making recommendations for future directions. The volume addresses a broad 
range of established and emerging topics including: theoretical and methodological issues that influ-
ence the study of personal relationships; research and theory on relationship development, the nature 
and functions of personal relationships across the lifespan; individual differences and their influences 
on relationships; relationship processes such as cognition, emotion, and communication; relational 
qualities such as satisfaction and commitment; environmental influences on personal relationships; and 
maintenance and repair of relationships. The authors are experts from a variety of disciplines including 
several subfields of psychology, communication, family studies and sociology who have made major 
contributions to the understanding of relationships.

The Cambridge Handbook of Personal Relationships

The Dark Side of Interpersonal Communication examines the multifunctional ways in which seemingly 
productive communication can be destructive—and vice versa—and explores the many ways in which 
dysfunctional interpersonal communication operates across a variety of personal relationship contexts. 
This second edition of Brian Spitzberg and William Cupach’s classic volume presents new chapters and 
topics, along with updates of several chapters in the earlier edition, all in the context of surveying the 
scholarly landscape for new and important avenues of investigation. Offering much new content, this 
volume features internationally renowned scholars addressing such compelling topics as uncertainty 
and secrecy in relationships; the role of negotiating self in cyberspace; criticism and complaints; teasing 
and bullying; infidelity and relational transgressions; revenge; and adolescent physical aggression 
toward parents. The chapters are organized thematically and offer a range of perspectives from both 
junior scholars and seasoned academics. By posing questions at the micro and macro levels, The 
Dark Side of Interpersonal Communication draws closer to a perspective in which the darker sides 
and brighter sides of human experience are better integrated in theory and research. Appropriate 
for scholars, practitioners, and students in communication, social psychology, sociology, counseling, 
conflict, personal relationships, and related areas, this book is also useful as a text in graduate courses 
on interpersonal communication, ethics, and other special topics.



The Dark Side of Interpersonal Communication

This work on relationships lays emphasis on communication as an integral part of successful close 
relationships.

Interpersonal Communication and Human Relationships

The Personal Relationships series has stimulated a great deal of interest in the rapidly developing 
area of personal relationship research. this fifth and final volume aims to illustrate and synthesize the 
different principles that lie within the various approaches to repairing relationships. It concentrates on 
two major themes: first, the importance of relationships as a support system; second, the possibility 
of repairing damaged or ineffective relationships. this is of particular significance in the light of rising 
divorce statistics and the increase of long-term social problems resulting from childhood relationship 
difficulties. The book shows the profound practical impact of the current theoretical and empirical 
research on the repair of relationships, and contains chapters dealing with specific problems, such 
as lonliness, drugs and their effect on relationships, divorce and health. The material is presented in 
such a way as to be of practical value to anyone working with relationship repair. Social and clinical 
psychologists, sociologists, therapists and social workers will all find this volume invaluable.

Personal Relationships

Communication, Intimacy, and Close Relationships offers an account of the nature of intimate rela-
tionships and their effects on people's self-concepts. The development and maintenance of intimate 
relationships are examined, along with people's motives and goals in pursuing intimacy; the nature 
of social exchanges in intimate relationships; and the consequences for individuals who find them-
selves socially isolated. The critical role of communication in intimate relationships is given emphasis. 
Comprised of seven chapters, this book begins with a discussion on the role of self-disclosure in 
intimate relationships as well as the risks that individuals incur when they self-disclose. The next chapter 
presents a cognitive interaction model of the nature of intimacy and intimate relationships within the 
context of cognitive-social learning theory and a systems theory approach to communication. The effect 
of people's motives on relationships is then considered, together with the role of two fundamental 
human motives - power and intimacy - on love and friendship. The remaining chapters focus on the 
importance of the identification process - that is, how people fix their own and others' identities in 
social interaction - in developing relationships; patterns of nonverbal exchange in close relationships; 
how and why loneliness occurs; and the nature of social exchange processes in intimate relationships. 
The book concludes with an epilogue that provides a perspective on why people may find it difficult or 
easy to form intimate relationships. This monograph should be a valuable resource for psychologists 
and sociologists.

Communication, Intimacy, and Close Relationships

Originally published in 1986, this book is a result of the first International Conference on Personal 
Relationships held in 1982. The conference itself was a significant event in publicly bringing together 
major figures whose work was starting to define the new area of personal relationships. The chapters 
are arranged to follow the structure of the conference program, with major opening and closing 
discussions covering the whole field and the rest of the chapters grouped under the headings of 
Depiction and Taxonomy of Relationships; Development and Growth of Relationships and Disorder 
and Repair of Relationships. The result is by no means a comprehensive treatment of the field, but the 
editors hoped that the book highlighted significant issues in personal relationship research as well as 
some excellent examples of the ways in which issues and problems were being tackled at the time. They 
also hoped that it would have an effect on the future development of the field of personal relationships 
by indicating its value and potential.



The Emerging Field of Personal Relationships

6 Temporal Context in Love and Science: The Weave of Temporal Sensitivity (Model 5); Time and 
Temporality; From Context to Temporal Context; Lovers and Scientists: Knowledge for Them Both; The 
Appreciation of Process and Sequence; Temporal Context in the Social Sciences; Communication and 
Temporal Context; Research Notes: Behavioral and Sequential Analysis of Intimate Communication; 
Sociology and Temporal Context; Research Notes: Demographics on Relationship Transitions; Other 
Temporal Contexts of Intimacy; Conclusion.

Time and Intimacy

Recent research has made it increasingly clear that close personal relationships are the cornerstone 
of interpersonal behaviour and social contact and that such relationships are more than merely 
common in human experience, they are necessary for survival. Research indicating that the quality 
of one's intimate relationships predict the frequency, severity, and prognosis of both psychological and 
medical complaints and also possibly mediate the influence of environmental stress on adjustment 
and well-being. It is clear that much work needs to be done in order to fully understand the nature and 
influence of relationships in our lives.

Advances in Personal Relationships

Communication in Personal Relationships Across Cultures examines the communication practices of 
non-Western cultures. The international cast of contributors assembled here leaves behind the biases 
typical of most research and theorizing done in this area of communication and enables the reader 
to develop a thorough understanding of how people communicate in non-Western societies. Chapters 
focus on communication practices in China, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Brazil, Iran, Africa, and totalitarian 
societies. Through both emic and etic approaches, this groundbreaking volume explores how members 
of a culture understand their own communication, and compares the similarities and differences of 
specific aspects of communication across cultures. --From publisher's description.

Communication in Personal Relationships Across Cultures

This book is an introduction to the fields of group dynamics and social interaction. It begins from the 
assumption that people live together in relationships which are personal, but also part of a larger social 
structure. The book argues that formal relationships and personal intimacy are not mutually exclusive. 
The author uses examples from everyday experience, and writes in a manner that should make the 
text accessible to a layperson.

In Social Relationships

The past two decades have seen a tremendous increase in research and scholarship devoted to 
personal relationships. From rather scattered beginnings a recognizable and recognized field has 
emerged, whose strength and health is reflected in a wide array of indicators. The editors contend 
that while the vigor of the field is often shown in the diversity and innovation of its research, it is in the 
theoretical domain that they find evidence of a real coming of age. This volume provides grounds for 
arguing that the diversity of theorizing is particularly healthy at this point. The reader will notice that 
there is some diversity in terms of how much theory and research is contained in each chapter -- some 
are purely theoretical; others are complemented by original pieces of empirical research. The editors 
and contributors are from different countries -- another way in which the diversity of this book manifests 
itself. The variety of the frameworks presented are seen as a strength, as building on established 
strengths elsewhere to feed into relationship research and enhance its vitality. Each chapter makes 
its own contribution to thinking and research about personal relationships. As a group they add to an 
exciting collection that not only reflects a richness of conceptual backing, but also a wide range of 
usable theoretical structures.

Theoretical Frameworks for Personal Relationships

with Linda K. Acitelli, Peter A. Andersen, Charles R. Berger, Marcia Dixson, Beverly Fehr, Julie 
Fitness, Garth J. O. Fletcher & James M. Honeycutt What special knowledge must a person have to 
participate in a relationship? What special language structures do persons typically use in entering or 
conducting relationships? Individuals in Relationships provides answers to these questions and offers 



an interdisciplinary look at the individual processes necessary to, and presumed in, relationships. It 
deals with the cognitive--the mental processes individuals bring to relationships, ranging from their 
thought patterns and attributional styles to the ways in which they recall relationship events and 
treat or manipulate shared knowledge. Further, it covers such topics as mutual understanding in 
relationships, cognitive schemata in personal relationships, and memory structures for the beginning 
and end of relationships. Using the theme of cognition as a starting point, this comprehensive volume 
lays the groundwork for further exploration of individuals in relationships, specifically, the broader 
social contextual factors of such relationships. A volume featuring the latest scholarship that examines 
cognitive relationship processes, Individuals in Relationships is particularly useful for a wide range 
of scholars and professionals interested in personal relationships, social psychology, communication 
studies, family studies, sociology, and gender studies. "The volume does a fine job of describing the 
mental representations and cognitive processes people bring to their close relationships. . . . Clearly, 
one of the strengths of this volume is its coherence. The emphasis on cognition is defined at the 
outset, and is successfully developed throughout. . . . Taken together, the chapters that compose this 
volume accomplish two important tasks. First, they provide an excellent review of the literature on 
social cognition in close relationships. This, by itself, is a good reason for those interested in personal 
relationships to have the book on their shelf. Second, the chapters supply a preliminary blueprint for 
future research on cognitive processes in relationships. By discussing controversial issues, describing 
methodological dilemmas, and positing interesting research questions and hypotheses, the authors 
point readers toward a number of gaps in the current literature. It is the author2s ability to analyze past 
work and look toward future work that makes Individuals in Relationships a particularly stimulating 
volume." --Journal of Marriage and the Family

Individuals in Relationships

Interpersonal relationships are the core of our societal system and have been since before the dawn of 
civilization. In today's world, friends, lovers, companions, and confidants make valuable contributions 
to our everyday lives. These are the relationships whose members are not automatically participants 
as a result of their birth and kin affiliations. The focus is on these relationships that must be forged 
from the sometimes indifferent, and sometimes hostile world. Yet, there is still much that is not known 
about how these relationships evolve, how partners communicate in on-going relationships, how people 
keep their relationships together, and how they cope when they fall apart. Primary to the focus of this 
book is the underlying theme of evolving interpersonal relationships from the initial encounter to the 
mature alliance. The contributors to this volume provide a contemporary perspective for the study of 
interpersonal relationships. Fresh areas of scholarly inquiry are presented and existing approaches are 
re-examined. Research in the introductory chapters breaks new ground, and appraises the ultimate 
question of what impact initial interactions have on further relational development. The mid-section of 
the volume concerns communication issues that confront the members of a relationship in process, 
focusing on how conflict and jealousy are communicated to a relational partner. This research considers 
relational development as well as obstacles and barriers to evolving relationships. The concluding 
chapters probe the question: Ultimately do all good things have to come to an end? Employing 
innovative techniques to examine maturing and disengaging relationships, the research presented here 
focuses on how interpersonal relationships become committed and mature.

Interpersonal Communication

Understanding Research in Personal Relationships is a comprehensive introduction to the key readings 
on human and close relationships. Organized into twelve thematic chapters with editorial commentary 
throughout, the editors offer a critical reading of the major research articles in the field of relationship 
studies published in the last few years. Scholarly papers, two per chapter, are presented in an abridged 
form and critiqued in a carefully structured way that instructs students on the way to read research, 
and to critically evaluate research in this field. The book, therefore, has a thoroughly didactic focus as 
the student is given historical, theoretical and methodological contexts to each article as well as an 
explanation of key terms and ideas.

Understanding Research in Personal Relationships

This volume explores the interaction between psychosocial considerations, social support and public 
attitudes in both individual and professional responses to HIV. The contributors explore the changing 



nature of relationships - on the personal level and with the caring professions and agencies - which the 
onset and//or disclosure of HIV sets in train.

HIV and Social Interaction

This book examines how intimate relationships are built, negotiated and maintained through social 
media. The study takes a cross-platform approach, analysing three social media platforms of different 
genres – Badoo, Couchsurfing and Facebook – and exploring two interactive forces that shape the 
way people communicate through social media: the platforms’ architecture and policies, and actual 
practises of use. Combining analysis of the political economy of social media with users’ perspectives 
of their own practises – as well as exploring the tensions between the two – the book provides a detailed 
picture of intimacy as a complex structure of continuity and change.

Personal Relationships and Intimacy in the Age of Social Media

Understanding Personal Relationships introduces readers to the new interdisciplinary field of personal 
relationships. It does so by integrating central themes from the fields of social psychology, sociology, 
clinical psychology and family studies. In a comprehensive, bibliographic essay, the editors give an 
overview of the growth of the field and predict future areas of research and clinical practice. Early 
chapters deal with some of the theoretical issues in the study of personal relationships, while other 
contributors discuss the motivational issues in relationships. Five chapters examine specific types of 
relationships: those which are established (like marriage); those which are in a state of transition; 
those which are under stress; and those which have broken. Through its breadth of coverage and the 
presentation of writers from several different disciplines, this volume conveys the spirit of pioneering 
and practical optimism that characterizes the new interdisciplinary approach to understanding personal 
relationships.

Understanding Personal Relationships

This volume is composed of the best papers submitted to the HOIT2000 conference held in Wolver-
hampton, U. K. in June 2000. The conference, entitled "IT at home: Virtual influences on everyday life\

Home Informatics and Telematics

Lynne M. Webb (Ph. D., University of Oregon) is Professor in Communication at the University of 
Arkansas. She previously served as a tenured faculty member at the Universities of Florida and 
Memphis. Her research examines young adults' interpersonal communication in romantic and family 
contexts. Her research appears in over 50 essays published in scholarly journals and edited volumes, 
including computers in Human Behavior, Communication Education, Health Communication, and 
Journal of Family Communication. --Book Jacket.

Computer-mediated Communication in Personal Relationships

Providing a thorough review and synthesis of work on communication skills and skill enhancement, 
this Handbook serves as a comprehensive and contemporary survey of theory and research on social 
interaction skills. Editors John O. Greene and Brant R. Burleson have brought together preeminent 
researchers and writers to contribute to this volume, establishing a foundation on which future study 
and research will build. The handbook chapters are organized into five major units: general theoretical 
and methodological issues (models of skill acquisition, methods of skill assessment); fundamental 
interaction skills (both transfunctional and transcontextual); function-focused skills (informing, persuad-
ing, supporting); skills used in management of diverse personal relationships (friendships, romances, 
marriages); and skills used in varied venues of public and professional life (managing leading, teaching). 
Distinctive features of this handbook include: * broad, comprehensive treatment of work on social 
interaction skills and skill acquisition; * up-to-date reviews of research in each area; and * emphasis 
on empirically supported strategies for developing and enhancing specific skills. Researchers in 
communication studies, psychology, family studies, business management, and related areas will find 
this volume a comprehensive, authoritative source on communications skills and their enhancement, 
and it will be essential reading for scholars and students across the spectrum of disciplines studying 
social interaction.

Handbook of Communication and Social Interaction Skills



This encyclopedia provides a structure to understand the essential rudiments of human behaviour and 
interpersonal relationships

Interpersonal Behaviour

with Graham Allan, Irwin Altman, Leslie A. Baxter, Niall Bolger, Barbara B. Brown, Joseph Ginat, 
Shannon Kelleher, Renate Klein, Robert M. Milardo, Catherine H. Stein, Carol M. Werner & Julia 
T. Wood Social Context and Relationships moves beyond exploring the personal factors involved 
in relationships and reveals the impact of outside forces--culture, society, values, economics, and 
more--on the conduct of relationships. Confronting practical realities, this compelling volume focuses 
on how such issues as limited opportunity, restraints on freedom, compulsions of coercive family 
norms, responsibilities, poverty, bigotry, gender, physical separation, and limited geographic mobility 
influence personal relationships. Because the contributors successfully argue for the redirection of 
research--from the over-application of an individual perspective to the inclusion of contextual fea-
tures--students and scholars in social psychology, communication studies, family studies, sociology, 
and gender studies will discover much of value in this fascinating volume.

Encyclopedia of Human Relationships

Social Context and Relationships
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