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By the Book

Sixty-five of the world's leading writers open up about the books and authors that have meant the 
most to them Every Sunday, readers of The New York Times Book Review turn with anticipation to 
see which novelist, historian, short story writer, or artist will be the subject of the popular By the 
Book feature. These wide-ranging interviews are conducted by Pamela Paul, the editor of the Book 
Review, and here she brings together sixty-five of the most intriguing and fascinating exchanges, 
featuring personalities as varied as David Sedaris, Hilary Mantel, Michael Chabon, Khaled Hosseini, 
Anne Lamott, and James Patterson. The questions and answers admit us into the private worlds of 
these authors, as they reflect on their work habits, reading preferences, inspirations, pet peeves, and 
recommendations. By the Book contains the full uncut interviews, offering a range of experiences and 
observations that deepens readers' understanding of the literary sensibility and the writing process. It 
also features dozens of sidebars that reveal the commonalities and conflicts among the participants, 
underscoring those influences that are truly universal and those that remain matters of individual taste. 
For the devoted reader, By the Book is a way to invite sixty-five of the most interesting guests into your 
world. It's a book party not to be missed.

The New York Times Book Review

A “delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most influential book review in America, 
featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable coverage over the past 125 years. Since its 
first issue on October 10, 1896, The New York Times Book Review has brought the world of ideas to the 
reading public. It is the publication where authors have been made, and where readers first encountered 
the classics that have enriched their lives. Now the editors have curated the Book Review’s dynamic 
125-year history, which is essentially the story of modern American letters. Brimming with remark-
able reportage and photography, this beautiful book collects interesting reviews, never-before-heard 
anecdotes about famous writers, and spicy letter exchanges. Here are the first takes on novels we 
now consider masterpieces, including a long-forgotten pan of Anne of Green Gables and a rave of 
Mrs. Dalloway, along with reviews and essays by Langston Hughes, Eudora Welty, James Baldwin, 
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Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of stunning vintage photographs, many of them sourced from the 
Times’s own archive, readers will discover how literary tastes have shifted through the years—and how 
the Book Review’s coverage has shaped so much of what we read today.

A Skeptic's Guide to Writers' Houses

There are many ways to show our devotion to an author besides reading his or her works. Graves 
make for popular pilgrimage sites, but far more popular are writers' house museums. What is it we 
hope to accomplish by trekking to the home of a dead author? We may go in search of the point of 
inspiration, eager to stand on the very spot where our favorite literary characters first came to life—and 
find ourselves instead in the house where the author himself was conceived, or where she drew her 
last breath. Perhaps it is a place through which our writer passed only briefly, or maybe it really was a 
longtime home—now thoroughly remade as a decorator's show-house. In A Skeptic's Guide to Writers' 
Houses Anne Trubek takes a vexed, often funny, and always thoughtful tour of a goodly number of 
house museums across the nation. In Key West she visits the shamelessly ersatz shrine to a hard-living 
Ernest Hemingway, while meditating on his lost Cuban farm and the sterile Idaho house in which he 
committed suicide. In Hannibal, Missouri, she walks the fuzzy line between fact and fiction, as she visits 
the home of the young Samuel Clemens—and the purported haunts of Tom Sawyer, Becky Thatcher, 
and Injun' Joe. She hits literary pay-dirt in Concord, Massachusetts, the nineteenth-century mecca 
that gave home to Hawthorne, Emerson, and Thoreau—and yet could not accommodate a surprisingly 
complex Louisa May Alcott. She takes us along the trail of residences that Edgar Allan Poe left behind in 
the wake of his many failures and to the burned-out shell of a California house with which Jack London 
staked his claim on posterity. In Dayton, Ohio, a charismatic guide brings Paul Laurence Dunbar to 
compelling life for those few visitors willing to listen; in Cleveland, Trubek finds a moving remembrance 
of Charles Chesnutt in a house that no longer stands. Why is it that we visit writers' houses? Although 
admittedly skeptical about the stories these buildings tell us about their former inhabitants, Anne Trubek 
carries us along as she falls at least a little bit in love with each stop on her itinerary and finds in each 
some truth about literature, history, and contemporary America.

William Maxwell

Best known as the longtime fiction editor at The New Yorker, William Maxwell worked closely with 
greats like Vladimir Nabokov, John Updike, Mary McCarthy, John Cheever, and many others. His own 
novels include They Came Like Swallows and So Long, See You Tomorrow, and have become so 
highly acclaimed that many now consider him to be one of the twentieth-century's most important 
writers. Barbara A. Burkhardt's William Maxwell: A Literary Life represents the first major critical study 
of Maxwell's life and work.Writing with an economy and elegance befitting her subject, Burkhardt 
addresses Maxwell's highly autobiographical fiction by skillfully interweaving his biography with her own 
critical interpretations. She begins each chapter with commentary on the biographical circumstances 
and literary influences that affected each of his compositions. By contextualizing his novels and short 
stories in terms of events including his mother's early death from influenza, his marriage, and the role 
of his psychoanalysis under the guidance of Theodore Reik, Burkhardt's subsequent literary analyses 
achieve an unprecedented depth.Drawing on a wide range of previously unavailable material, Burkhardt 
includes letters written to Maxwell by authors like Eudora Welty and Louise Bogan, excerpts from 
Maxwell's unpublished manuscripts and correspondence, and her own interviews with key figures 
from his life, including John Updike, Roger Angell, New Yorker fiction editor Robert Henderson, and 
Maxwell's family and friends. She also presents several lengthy sessions with Maxwell himself.A 
must for anyone already familiar with the understated charms of Maxwell's writing, this volume also 
represents a major addition to the growing collection of New Yorker lore, sure to fascinate anyone 
interested in the fiction, history, and personalities connected with the most influential weekly.Barbara 
A. Burkhardt is an assistant professor of English at the University of Illinois at Springfield. A close 
acquaintance of Maxwell, she organized his correspondence for the Maxwell archives at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign library, as well as writing the catalog for two exhibitions.

Lives of the Novelists

No previous author has attempted a book such as this: a complete history of novels written in the 
English language, from the genre's seventeenth-century origins to the present day. In the spirit of 
Dr. Johnson’s Lives of the Poets, acclaimed critic and scholar John Sutherland selects 294 writers 
whose works illustrate the best of every kind of fiction—from gothic, penny dreadful, and pornography 



to fantasy, romance, and high literature. Each author was chosen, Professor Sutherland explains, 
because his or her books are well worth reading and are likely to remain so for at least another century. 
Sutherland presents these authors in chronological order, in each case deftly combining a lively and 
informative biographical sketch with an opinionated assessment of the writer's work. Taken together, 
these novelists provide both a history of the novel and a guide to its rich variety. Always entertaining, and 
sometimes shocking, Sutherland considers writers as diverse as Daniel Defoe, Henry James, James 
Joyce, Edgar Allan Poe, Virginia Woolf, Michael Crichton, Jeffrey Archer, and Jacqueline Susann. 
Written for all lovers of fiction, Lives of the Novelists succeeds both as introduction and re-introduction, 
as Sutherland presents favorite and familiar novelists in new ways and transforms the less favored and 
less familiar through his relentlessly fascinating readings.

Bellweather Rhapsody

A young music prodigy goes missing from a hotel room that was the site of an infamous murder-suicide 
15 years earlier, renewing trauma for a bridesmaid who witnessed the first crime and rallying an 
eccentric cast of characters during a snowstorm that traps everyone on the grounds. 30,000 first 
printing.

So Long, See You Tomorrow

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY ANN PATCHETTIn rural Illinois two tenant farmers share much, 
finally too much, until jealously leads to murder and suicide. A tenuous friendship between lonely 
teenagers - the narrator, whose mother has died young, and Cletus Smith, the troubled witness to 
his parent's misery - is shattered. Fifty years on, the narrator mourns words left unsaid, and attempts 
a reconstruction of those devastating events and the atonement of a lifetime's regret.

Literary Life

Pulitzer Prize–winner Larry McMurtry follows up his memoir Books with this engrossing and deeply 
personal reflection on the life of a writer. Larry McMurtry is that rarest of artists, a prolific and 
genre-transcending writer who has delighted generations with his witty and elegant prose. In Literary 
Life, the sequel to Books, he expounds on the private trials and triumphs of being a writer. From his 
earliest inkling of his future career while at Rice University, to his tenure as a Wallace Stegner fellow at 
Stanford with Ken Kesey in 1960, to his incredible triumphs as a bestselling author, this intimate and 
charming autobiography is replete with literary anecdotes and packed with memorable observations 
about writing, writers, and the author himself. It is a work to be cherished not only by McMurtry’s 
admirers, but by the innumerable aspiring writers who seek to make their own mark on American 
literature.

The New York Times Book Review

A “delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most influential book review in America, 
featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable coverage over the past 125 years. Since its 
first issue on October 10, 1896, The New York Times Book Review has brought the world of ideas to the 
reading public. It is the publication where authors have been made, and where readers first encountered 
the classics that have enriched their lives. Now the editors have curated the Book Review’s dynamic 
125-year history, which is essentially the story of modern American letters. Brimming with remark-
able reportage and photography, this beautiful book collects interesting reviews, never-before-heard 
anecdotes about famous writers, and spicy letter exchanges. Here are the first takes on novels we 
now consider masterpieces, including a long-forgotten pan of Anne of Green Gables and a rave of 
Mrs. Dalloway, along with reviews and essays by Langston Hughes, Eudora Welty, James Baldwin, 
Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of stunning vintage photographs, many of them sourced from the 
Times’s own archive, readers will discover how literary tastes have shifted through the years—and how 
the Book Review’s coverage has shaped so much of what we read today.

Read Until You Understand: The Profound Wisdom of Black Life and Literature

A PBS NewsHour Best Book of the Year A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year in Nonfiction A 
brilliant scholar imparts the lessons bequeathed by the Black community and its remarkable artists 
and thinkers. Farah Jasmine Griffin has taken to her heart the phrase "read until you understand," a 
line her father, who died when she was nine, wrote in a note to her. She has made it central to this 



book about love of the majestic power of words and love of the magnificence of Black life. Griffin has 
spent years rooted in the culture of Black genius and the legacy of books that her father left her. A 
beloved professor, she has devoted herself to passing these works and their wisdom on to generations 
of students. Here, she shares a lifetime of discoveries: the ideas that inspired the stunning oratory of 
Frederick Douglass and Malcolm X, the soulful music of Marvin Gaye and Stevie Wonder, the daring 
literature of Phillis Wheatley and Toni Morrison, the inventive artistry of Romare Bearden, and many 
more. Exploring these works through such themes as justice, rage, self-determination, beauty, joy, and 
mercy allows her to move from her aunt’s love of yellow roses to Gil Scott-Heron’s "Winter in America." 
Griffin entwines memoir, history, and art while she keeps her finger on the pulse of the present, asking 
us to grapple with the continuing struggle for Black freedom and the ongoing project that is American 
democracy. She challenges us to reckon with our commitment to all the nation’s inhabitants and our 
responsibilities to all humanity.

Love, Nina

* * * WINNER OF THE 2014 NATIONAL BOOK AWARDS POPULAR NON-FICTION BOOK OF THE 
YEAR * * * 'I adored this book, and I could quote from it forever. It's real, odd, life-affirming, sharp, loving, 
and contains more than one reference to Arsenal FC' Nick Hornby,The Believer 'Adrian Mole meets 
Mary Poppins mashed up in literary north London . . . Enormous fun' Bookseller 'What a beady eye 
she has for domestic life, and how deliciously fresh and funny she is' Deborah Moggach, author of The 
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel Nina Stibbe's Love, Nina: Despatches from Family Life is the laugh-out-loud 
story of the trials and tribulations of a very particular family. In the 1980s Nina Stibbe wrote letters 
home to her sister in Leicester describing her trials and triumphs as a nanny to a London family. 
There's a cat nobody likes, a visiting dog called Ted Hughes (Ted for short) and suppertime visits 
from a local playwright. Not to mention the two boys, their favourite football teams, and rude words, a 
very broad-minded mother and assorted nice chairs. From the mystery of the unpaid milk bill and the 
avoidance of nuclear war to mealtime discussions on pie filler, the greats of English literature, swearing 
in German and sexually transmitted diseases, Love, Nina is a wonderful celebration of bad food, good 
company and the relative merits of Thomas Hardy and Enid Blyton. 'Breezy, sophisticated, hilarious, 
rude and aching with sweetness: Love, Nina might be the most charming book I've ever read' Maria 
Semple, author of 'Where'd You Go, Bernadette' 'Nina Stibbe is the funniest new writer to arrive in 
years. Love, Nina is her first book - a memoir so warm, so witty and so wise, it's like finding the friend 
you always deserved' Andrew O'Hagan

Lipstick Jihad

As far back as she can remember, Azadeh Moaveni has felt at odds with her tangled identity as an 
Iranian-American. In suburban America, Azadeh lived in two worlds. At home, she was the daughter 
of the Iranian exile community, serving tea, clinging to tradition, and dreaming of Tehran. Outside, she 
was a California girl who practiced yoga and listened to Madonna. For years, she ignored the tense 
standoff between her two cultures. But college magnified the clash between Iran and America, and after 
graduating, she moved to Iran as a journalist. This is the story of her search for identity, between two 
cultures cleaved apart by a violent history. It is also the story of Iran, a restive land lost in the twilight 
of its revolution. Moaveni's homecoming falls in the heady days of the country's reform movement, 
when young people demonstrated in the streets and shouted for the Islamic regime to end. In these 
tumultuous times, she struggles to build a life in a dark country, wholly unlike the luminous, saffron 
and turquoise-tinted Iran of her imagination. As she leads us through the drug-soaked, underground 
parties of Tehran, into the hedonistic lives of young people desperate for change, Moaveni paints a rare 
portrait of Iran's rebellious next generation. The landscape of her Tehran -- ski slopes, fashion shows, 
malls and cafes -- is populated by a cast of young people whose exuberance and despair brings the 
modern reality of Iran to vivid life.

They Came Like Swallows

Discover William Maxwell’s classic, heart-breaking portrait of an ordinary American family struck by the 
1918 Spanish Flu pandemic 'A story of such engaging warmth that it would thaw the heart of any critic... 
Will melt many a reader to tears’ TIME Elizabeth Morison is an ordinary woman. Yet, to eight-year-old 
Bunny, his mother is the centre of his universe. To Robert, her elder son, she is someone he must 
protect against the dangers of the outside world. And to her husband, James, she is the foundation 
on which his family rests and life without her is unimaginable. As the dark winter of 1918 dawns and 



the shadow of Spanish flu starts to disturb day-to-day life, a moving portrait of Elizabeth takes shape, 
set against the lives and fate of the Morison family. ‘As you read They Came Like Swallows, you catch 
yourself from time to time being astonished at how tightly you're gripping the pages... There isn't a word 
that has dated. It could have been written yesterday, or tomorrow’ Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

Writers on Writing

Collects inspirational essays celebrating the art of writing, including contributions from Russell Banks, 
Saul Bellow, and E.L. Doctorow.

Are You My Mother?

An expansive, moving and captivating graphic memoir from the author of Fun Home. Alison Bechdel's 
Fun Home was a literary phenomenon. While Fun Home explored Bechdel's relationship with her 
father, a closeted homosexual, this memoir is about her mother - a voracious reader, a music lover, a 
passionate amateur actor. Also a woman, unhappily married to a gay man, whose artistic aspirations 
simmered under the surface of Bechdel's childhood... and who stopped touching or kissing her daughter 
goodnight, for ever, when she was seven. Poignantly, hilariously, Bechdel embarks on a quest for 
answers concerning the mother-daughter gulf. 'As absorbing as it is graced with a deceptive lightness 
of touch, it is clever, brilliantly pieced together, and utterly unusual. Sunday Times 'It's a beautiful (and 
beautifully illustrated) look at the complexity and dysfunctionality of family through a unique lens - and 
frames things in such a way that you can't help but re-examine your own relationships, too.' Stylist

Books of the Century

More than one hundred years of book reviews and essays on literature from the pages of The New York 
times book review.

My Life with Bob

"For twenty-eight years, Pamela Paul has been keeping a diary that records the books she reads, rather 
than the life she leads. Or does it? Over time, it's become clear that this Book of Books, or Bob, as 
she calls him, tells a much bigger story. For Paul, as for many readers, books reflect her inner life--her 
fantasies and hopes, her dreams and ideas. And her life, in turn, influences which books she chooses, 
whether for solace or escape, diversion or self-reflection, information or entertainment. My Life with 
Bob isn't about what's in those books; it's about the relationship between books and readers"--

White Tears

'Like Donna Tartt's The Goldfinch... A stunning novel of ideas that becomes a page-turning thriller... ' 
Stylist 'A fast-paced, ambitious, hallucinatory mystery' Publishers Weekly A dizzying, nail-biting ghost 
story about modern America from the bestselling author of The Impressionist Two twenty-something 
New Yorkers: Seth, awkward and shy, and Carter, the trust fund hipster. They have one thing in common: 
an obsession with music. Rising fast on the New York producing scene, they stumble across an old 
blues song long forgotten by history -- and everything starts to unravel. Carter is drawn far down a path 
that allows no return, and Seth has no choice but to follow his friend into the darkness. Electrifying, 
subversive and wildly original, White Tears is a ghost story and a love story, a story about lost innocence 
and historical guilt. This unmissable novel penetrates the heart of a nation's darkness, encountering a 
suppressed history of greed, envy, revenge and exploitation, and holding a mirror up to the true nature 
of America today.

A Little Life

Moving to New York to pursue creative ambitions, four former classmates share decades marked by 
love, loss, addiction, and haunting elements from a brutal childhood.

O Caledonia

"Originally published in Great Britain in 1991 by Hamish Hamilton Ltd."--Title page verso.

Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart



Joyce Carol Oates adds to her extraordinary body of work with this stunning National Book Award 
Finalist filled with violence, love, racism, and a shared secret in mid-century New York. In the early 1950s 
in an industrial town, racial boundaries may keep people apart—or bring them together explosively. Iris 
Courtney, who is white, is the only witness when handsome Jinx Fairchild, a black basketball player, 
kills a white man in order to protect her. The secret link between Iris and Jinx is not only their attraction to 
each other, but a bond of passion and guilt that has formed between them. This one irrevocable, tragic 
act shapes their lives and alters their destinies in Joyce Carol Oates’s finest, emotion-packed novel—a 
work critics call a masterpiece, the best work of America’s best writer of contemporary realism.

Parenting, Inc.

"An entire industry preys on parental anxiety . . . Paul tries to lead us out of the catastrophization of 
childhood."--The New York Times Book Review Parenting coaches, ergonomic strollers, music classes, 
sleep consultants, luxury diaper creams, a never-ending rotation of DVDs that will make a baby smarter, 
socially adept, and bilingual before age three. Time-strapped, anxious parents hoping to provide the 
best for their baby are the perfect mark for the "parenting" industry. In Parenting, Inc., Pamela Paul 
investigates the whirligig of marketing hype, peer pressure, and easy consumerism that spins parents 
into purchasing overpriced products and raising overprotected, overstimulated, and over-provided-for 
children. Paul shows how the parenting industry has persuaded parents that they cannot trust their 
children's health, happiness, and success to themselves. She offers a behind-the-scenes look at the 
baby business so that any parent can decode the claims--and discover shockingly unuseful products 
and surprisingly effective services. Paul's book leads the way for every parent who wants to escape the 
spiral of fear, guilt, competition, and consumption that characterizes modern American parenthood.

How to Raise a Reader

An indispensable guide to welcoming children—from babies to teens—to a lifelong love of reading, 
written by Pamela Paul and Maria Russo, editors of The New York Times Book Review. Do you 
remember your first visit to where the wild things are? How about curling up for hours on end to discover 
the secret of the Sorcerer’s Stone? Combining clear, practical advice with inspiration, wisdom, tips, and 
curated reading lists, How to Raise a Reader shows you how to instill the joy and time-stopping pleasure 
of reading. Divided into four sections, from baby through teen, and each illustrated by a different artist, 
this book offers something useful on every page, whether it’s how to develop rituals around reading 
or build a family library, or ways to engage a reluctant reader. A fifth section, “More Books to Love: By 
Theme and Reading Level,” is chockful of expert recommendations. Throughout, the authors debunk 
common myths, assuage parental fears, and deliver invaluable lessons in a positive and easy-to-act-on 
way.

My Squirrel Days

Comedian and star of The Office and Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt Ellie Kemper delivers a hilarious, 
refreshing, and inspiring collection of essays “teeming with energy and full of laugh-out-loud moments” 
(Associated Press). “A pleasure. Ellie Kemper is the kind of stable, intelligent, funny, healthy woman 
that usually only exists in yogurt commercials. But she’s real and she’s all ours!” —Tina Fey “Ellie 
is a hilarious and talented writer, although we’ll never know how much of this book the squirrel 
wrote.”—Mindy Kaling Meet Ellie, the best-intentioned redhead next door. You’ll laugh right alongside 
her as she shares tales of her childhood in St. Louis, whether directing and also starring in her family 
holiday pageant, washing her dad’s car with a Brillo pad, failing to become friends with a plump squirrel 
in her backyard, eating her feelings while watching PG-13 movies, or becoming a “sports monster” 
who ends up warming the bench of her Division 1 field hockey team in college. You’ll learn how she 
found her comedic calling in the world of improv, became a wife, mother and New Yorker, and landed 
the role of a bridesmaid (while simultaneously being a bridesmaid) in Bridesmaids. You’ll get to know 
and love the comic, upbeat, perpetually polite actress playing Erin Hannon on The Office, and the 
exuberant, pink-pants-wearing star of Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt. If you’ve ever been curious about 
what happens behind the scenes of your favorite shows, what it really takes to be a soul cycle “warrior,” 
how to recover if you accidentally fall on Doris Kearns Goodwin or tell Tina Fey on meeting her for 
the first time that she has “great hair—really strong and thick,” this is your chance to find out. But it’s 
also a laugh-out-loud primer on how to keep a positive outlook in a world gone mad and how not to 
give up on your dreams. Ellie “dives fully into each role—as actor, comedian, writer, and also wife and 



new mom—with an electric dedication, by which one learns to reframe the picture, and if not exactly 
become a glass-half-full sort of person, at least become able to appreciate them” (Vogue.com).

Saturday

'Dazzling... Profound and urgent' Observer 'A book of great maturity, beautifully alive to the fragility 
of happiness and all forms of violence... Everyone should read Saturday' Financial Times Saturday, 
February 15, 2003. Henry Perowne, a successful neurosurgeon, stands at his bedroom window before 
dawn and watches a plane - ablaze with fire like a meteor - arcing across the London sky. Over 
the course of the following day, unease gathers about Perowne, as he moves amongst hundreds 
of thousands of anti-war protestors in the post-9/11 streets. A minor car accident brings him into 
confrontation with Baxter, a fidgety, aggressive man, who to Perowne's professional eye appears to be 
profoundly unwell. But it is not until Baxter makes a sudden appearance at the Perowne family home 
that Henry's earlier fears seem about to be realised...

A House for Mr Biswas

With an introduction by author Teju Cole, A House for Mr Biswas is Nobel Prize in Literature winner 
V. S. Naipaul's unforgettable masterpiece. Heart-rending and darkly comic, it has been hailed as one 
of the twentieth century's finest novels, a classic that evokes a man's quest for autonomy against the 
backdrop of post-colonial Trinidad. He was struck again and again by the wonder of being in his own 
house, the audacity of it: to walk in through his own front gate, to bar entry to whoever he wished, 
to close his doors and windows every night. Mr. Biswas has been told since the day of his birth that 
misfortune will follow him – and so it has. Meaning only to avoid punishment, he causes the death 
of his father and the dissolution of his family. Wanting simply to flirt with a beautiful woman, he ends 
up marrying her, and reluctantly relying on her domineering family for support. But in spite of endless 
setbacks, Mr. Biswas is determined to achieve independence, and so he begins his gruelling struggle 
to buy a home of his own.

Literary Brooklyn

For the first time, here is Brooklyn's story through the eyes of its greatest storytellers. Like Paris in the 
twenties or postwar Greenwich Village, Brooklyn today is experiencing an extraordinary cultural boom. 
In recent years, writers of all stripes—from Jhumpa Lahiri, Jennifer Egan, and Colson Whitehead to 
Nicole Krauss and Jonathan Safran Foer—have flocked to its patchwork of distinctive neighborhoods. 
But as literary critic and journalist Evan Hughes reveals, the rich literary life now flourishing in Brooklyn 
is part of a larger, fascinating history. With a dynamic mix of literary biography and urban history, Hughes 
takes us on a tour of Brooklyn past and present and reveals that hiding in Walt Whitman's Fort Greene 
Park, Hart Crane's Brooklyn Bridge, the raw Williamsburg of Henry Miller's youth, Truman Capote's 
famed house on Willow Street, and the contested streets of Jonathan Lethem's Boerum Hill is the story 
of more than a century of life in America's cities. Literary Brooklyn is a prismatic investigation into a 
rich literary inheritance, but most of all it's a deep look into the beloved borough, a place as diverse 
and captivating as the people who walk its streets and write its stories.

Cutting for Stone

Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a 
brash British surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance and bound 
together by a preternatural connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age 
as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution. Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back again, 
Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles—and 
two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.

Housekeeping

From the Orange Prize winning author of HomeAcclaimed on publication as a contemporary classic, 
Housekeeping is the story of Ruth and Lucille, orphansgrowing up in the small desolate town of 
Fingerbone in the vast northwest of America.Abandoned by a succession of relatives, the sisters 
find themselves in the care of Sylvie, the remote and enigmatic sister of their dead mother. Steeped 
in imagery of the bleak wintry landscape around them, the sisters' struggle towards adulthood is 
powerfully portrayed in a novel about loss, loneliness and transience.'I love and have lived with this 



book . . . it holds a unique and quiet place among the masterpieces of 20th century American fiction.' 
Paul Bailey'I found myself reading slowly, than more slowly--this is not a novel to be hurried through, 
for every sentence is a delight.' Doris Lessing

100 Things We've Lost to the Internet

The acclaimed editor of The New York Times Book Review takes readers on a nostalgic tour of the 
pre-Internet age, offering powerful insights into both the profound and the seemingly trivial things we've 
lost. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY CHICAGO TRIBUNE AND THE 
DALLAS MORNING NEWS • “A deft blend of nostalgia, humor and devastating insights.”—People 
Remember all those ingrained habits, cherished ideas, beloved objects, and stubborn preferences 
from the pre-Internet age? They’re gone. To some of those things we can say good riddance. But many 
we miss terribly. Whatever our emotional response to this departed realm, we are faced with the fact 
that nearly every aspect of modern life now takes place in filtered, isolated corners of cyberspace—a 
space that has slowly subsumed our physical habitats, replacing or transforming the office, our local 
library, a favorite bar, the movie theater, and the coffee shop where people met one another’s gaze 
from across the room. Even as we’ve gained the ability to gather without leaving our house, many 
of the fundamentally human experiences that have sustained us have disappeared. In one hundred 
glimpses of that pre-Internet world, Pamela Paul, editor of The New York Times Book Review, presents a 
captivating record, enlivened with illustrations, of the world before cyberspace—from voicemails to blind 
dates to punctuation to civility. There are the small losses: postcards, the blessings of an adolescence 
largely spared of documentation, the Rolodex, and the genuine surprises at high school reunions. But 
there are larger repercussions, too: weaker memories, the inability to entertain oneself, and the utter 
demolition of privacy. 100 Things We’ve Lost to the Internet is at once an evocative swan song for a 
disappearing era and, perhaps, a guide to reclaiming just a little bit more of the world IRL.

Better Living Through Criticism: How to Think about Art, Pleasure, Beauty and Truth

Few could explain, let alone seek out, a career in criticism. Yet what A. O. Scott shows in Better Living 
Through Criticism is that we are, in fact, all critics: because critical thinking informs almost every aspect 
of artistic creation, of civil action, of interpersonal life. With penetrating insight and humour, Scott shows 
that while individual critics – himself included – can make mistakes and find flaws where they shouldn't, 
criticism as a discipline is one of the noblest, most creative and urgent activities. Using his own film 
criticism as a starting point – everything from an infamous dismissal of the international blockbuster 
The Avengers to his intense affection for Pixar's animated Ratatouille – Scott expands outwards, easily 
guiding readers through the complexities of Rilke and Shelley, the origins of Chuck Berry and the Rolling 
Stones, the power of Marina Abramovic and 'Ode on a Grecian Urn' Scott shows that real criticism was 
and always will be the breath of fresh air that allows true creativity to thrive. As he puts it: ‘The time for 
criticism is always now, because the imperative to think clearly, never goes away.’

Harriet the Spy

Soon to be an Apple TV+ animated series starring Golden Globe nominee Beanie Feldstein and Emmy 
Award winner Jane Lynch, it's no secret that Harriet the Spy is a timeless classic that kids will love! 
Harriet M. Welsch is a spy. In her notebook, she writes down everything she knows about everyone, 
even her classmates and her best friends. Then Harriet loses track of her notebook, and it ends up 
in the wrong hands. Before she can stop them, her friends have read the always truthful, sometimes 
awful things she’s written about each of them. Will Harriet find a way to put her life and her friendships 
back together? "What the novel showed me as a child is that words have the power to hurt, but they 
can also heal, and that it’s much better in the long run to use this power for good than for evil."—New 
York Times bestselling author Meg Cabot

Street Cop

Robert Coover's detective novelette, STREET COP, is set in a dystopian world of infectious 'living dead,' 
murderous robo-cops, aging street walkers, and walking streets. With drawings by Art Spiegelman, this 
short tale scrutinizes the arc of the American myth, exploring the working of memory in a digital world, 
police violence and the future of urban life. STREET COP is provocative and prophetic, asking us to 
interrogate the line between a condemnable system and a sympathetic individual.

Bitterblue



Return to Kristin Cashore's captivating Graceling Realm with a heart-wrenching tale set eight years 
after the events of Fire Eight years have passed since the young Princess Bitterblue and her country 
were saved from the vicious King Leck. Now Bitterblue is the queen of Monsea, and her land is at 
peace. But the influence of her father, a violent psychopath with mind-altering abilities, lives on. Her 
advisers, who have run the country on her behalf since Leck's death, believe in a forward-thinking plan: 
to pardon all of those who committed terrible acts during Leck's reign; and to forget every dark event 
that ever happened. Monsea's past has become shrouded in mystery, and it's only when Bitterblue 
begins sneaking out of her castle - curious, disguised and alone - to walk the streets of her own city, 
that she begins to realise the truth. Her kingdom has been under the thirty-five-year long spell of a 
madman, and now their only chance to move forward is to revisit the past. Whatever that past holds. 
Two thieves, who have sworn only to steal what has already been stolen, change her life forever. They 
hold a key to the truth of Leck's reign. And one of them, who possesses an unidentified Grace, may also 
hold a key to her heart ... Readers love Bitterblue: 'Bitterblue features a cast of well-written, compelling 
side characters, a hilarious appendix written by an actual character, a cast that is around 70% queer 
and 90% characters of colour, a f***ing glorious slow-burn mystery, a f***ing glorious character arc 
for a young woman in a tight space, and a narrative around colonialism that sticks out in my mind to 
this day. I cannot get past how much I adore this book' Goodreads reviewer, P P P P P 'This book! It was 
so wonderful and so sad at the same time! The feels..................... I love Queen Bitterblue so much!' 
Goodreads reviewer, P P P P P 'Bitterblue met all of my hopes and expectations (and they were high, let me tell 
you) . . . I can truthfully say Kristin Cashore is one of my favorite authors ever, and I will wholeheartedly 
devour anything she writes' Goodreads reviewer, P P P P P 'This series breaks my heart and patches it all 
back together again' Goodreads reviewer, P P P P P 'Bitterblue is near perfect. I haven't been this captivated 
while reading in a long, long time' Goodreads reviewer, P P P P P

Rectangle Time

Perfect for story time, New York Times Book Review editor Pamela Paul's funny and charming story 
about books, pets, and reading together will enchant readers of all ages. This spunky, self-assured cat 
has always loved Rectangle Time--when the boy and the man he lives with curl up with their rectangle 
and read aloud from it. The cat knows how helpful he is during Rectangle Time, of course--his presence 
is vital to the very ritual! But when the rectangle starts to get smaller, the stories start to get quieter, 
and worst of all, the boy no longer needs the cat's "help," the cat must find a way to reclaim his 
part in Rectangle Time, even if slightly different from before. In this fun, funny, and ultimately sweet 
story about growing up, embracing change, and the ways we all can misread social cues, we see the 
power of stories to bring everyone together--there's always room for everyone at story time. Praise for 
Rectangle Time: "The story subtly celebrates the pleasures of being read to and of growing toward 
reading independence. . . . A good option to hand educators needing to teach inference and for lovers 
of silly cats." --SLJ "A sweet story about falling in love with reading." --Kirkus "Comforting . . . clever." 
--Publishers Weekly "This readaloud is sure to become a read-along as the listener's own literacy and 
vocabulary skills increase." --BCCB "Truly delightful . . . kids will giggle over the familiar feline antics." 
--Booklist

Pornified

"Strips porn of its culture-war claptrap . . . Pornified may stand as a Kinsey Report for our time."—San 
Francisco Chronicle Porn in America is everywhere—not just in cybersex and Playboy but in popular 
video games, advice columns, and reality television shows, and on the bestseller lists. Even more 
striking, as porn has become affordable, accessible, and anonymous, it has become increasingly 
acceptable—and a big part of the personal lives of many men and women. In this controversial and 
critically acclaimed book, Pamela Paul argues that as porn becomes more pervasive, it is destroying 
our marriages and families as well as distorting our children's ideas of sex and sexuality. Based on 
more than one hundred interviews and a nationally representative poll, Pornified exposes how porn 
has infiltrated our lives, from the wife agonizing over the late-night hours her husband spends on porn 
Web sites to the parents stunned to learn their twelve-year-old son has seen a hardcore porn film. 
Pornified is an insightful, shocking, and important investigation into the costs and consequences of 
pornography for our families and our culture.

Life and Adventures of Jack Engle: an Auto-biography



In 1852, young Walt Whitman was working on two books. One would become one of the most famous 
volumes of poetry in American history, Leaves of Grass. The other, a novel, would be published under 
a pseudonym and serialized in a newspaper. This is that novel, a short, rollicking story of orphanhood, 
avarice, and adventure in New York City.

Breath, Eyes, Memory

The 20th anniversary edition of Edwidge Danticat's groundbreaking debut, now an established clas-
sic--revised and with a new introduction by the author, and including extensive bonus materials At the 
age of twelve, Sophie Caco is sent from her impoverished Haitian village to New York to be reunited 
with a mother she barely remembers. There she discovers secrets that no child should ever know, and a 
legacy of shame that can be healed only when she returns to Haiti—to the women who first reared her. 
What ensues is a passionate journey through a landscape charged with the supernatural and scarred 
by political violence. In her stunning literary debut, Danticat evokes the wonder, terror, and heartache 
of her native Haiti—and the enduring strength of Haiti’s women—with vibrant imagery and narrative 
grace that bear witness to her people’s suffering and courage.

The Fountainhead

The Fountainhead, one of the most thought-provoking novels of the twentieth century, advocates 
individualism through the story of a gifted young architect who rejects the tyranny of conventional public 
opinion. Three personalities vividly depict the struggle for personal integrity in a world that prioritises 
conformity above creativity: Gail Wynand, the newspaper mogul and self-made millionaire whose power 
was bought by sacrificing his ideals to the lowest common denominator of public taste; and Dominique 
Francon, the devastating beauty whose desperate search for meaning has been twisted, through 
despair, into a quest to destroy the single object of her affection.

On Such A Full Sea

On Such a Full Sea takes Chang-rae Lee's elegance of prose, his masterly storytelling, and his 
long-standing interests in identity, culture, work, and love, and lifts them to a new plane. Stepping 
from the realistic and historical territories of his previous work, Lee brings us into a world created from 
scratch. Against a vividly imagined future America, Lee tells a stunning, surprising, and riveting story 
that will change the way readers think about the world they live in. In a future, long-declining America, 
society is strictly stratified by class. Long-abandoned urban neighbourhoods have been repurposed as 
highwalled, self-contained labour colonies. And the members of the labour class-descendants of those 
brought over en masse many years earlier from environmentally ruined provincial China-find purpose 
and identity in their work to provide pristine produce and fish to the small, elite, satellite charter villages 
that ring the labour settlement. In this world lives Fan, a female fish-tank diver, who leaves her home 
in the B-Mor settlement (once known as Baltimore), when the man she loves mysteriously disappears. 
Fan's journey to find him takes her out of the safety of B-Mor, through the anarchic Open Counties, 
where crime is rampant with scant governmental oversight, and to a faraway charter village, in a quest 
that will soon become legend to those she left behind.
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The Brooklyn Immersionists were a community of artists, musicians and writers that immersed them-
selves and their creations in an industrial area of Williamsburg... 167 KB (21,796 words) - 03:54, 12 
March 2024
Brooklyn is a 2015 romantic period drama film directed by John Crowley and written by Nick Hornby, 
based on the 2009 novel of the same name by Colm Tóibín... 37 KB (3,349 words) - 14:09, 12 March 
2024
This is a timeline and chronology of the history of Brooklyn, New York. Brooklyn is the most populous 
of New York City's boroughs, and was settled in 1646... 151 KB (14,585 words) - 00:42, 2 February 
2024
Brooklyn Heights is a residential neighborhood within the New York City borough of Brooklyn. The 
neighborhood is bounded by Old Fulton Street near the... 102 KB (11,352 words) - 08:14, 14 March 
2024
Holger, The West Indian Americans ( Greenwood Press: 2001). Hughes, Evan. Literary Brooklyn: The 
writers of Brooklyn and the story of American city life (Holt... 171 KB (16,131 words) - 01:20, 11 March 
2024
eastern Brooklyn in New York City. The neighborhood is generally bordered by Crown Heights to the 
northwest; Bedford–Stuyvesant and Cypress Hills to the north;... 149 KB (15,508 words) - 03:16, 15 
March 2024
in the New York City borough of Brooklyn, bordered by Greenpoint to the north; Bedford–Stuyvesant to 
the south; Bushwick and East Williamsburg to the east;... 169 KB (17,226 words) - 22:39, 19 February 
2024
Hughes, Evan. Literary Brooklyn: The Writers of Brooklyn and the Story of American City Life. New 
York: Henry Holt and Company, LLC, 2011: 19. ISBN 978-0-8050-8986-8... 4 KB (486 words) - 11:34, 
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in the northwestern part of the New York City borough of Brooklyn. The neighborhood is bounded by 
Flushing Avenue and the Brooklyn Navy Yard to the north... 80 KB (8,715 words) - 08:25, 14 March 
2024
in southeastern Brooklyn, New York City. It is on a peninsula abutting Jamaica Bay and is bordered by 
Avenue U on the northwest and the Mill Basin/Mill... 77 KB (7,532 words) - 20:16, 19 January 2024
was an American writer. Two of his novels, Last Exit to Brooklyn (1964) and Requiem for a Dream 
(1978), explore worlds in the New York area and were adapted... 21 KB (2,499 words) - 10:38, 1 
February 2024
HarperCollins. p. 465. Hughes, Evan (2011). Literary Brooklyn: The Writers of Brooklyn and the Story 
of American City Life. Macmillan. ISBN 978-1429973069. Retrieved... 61 KB (7,149 words) - 21:21, 10 
March 2024
American writer and film director. His notable works include The New York Trilogy (1987), Moon Palace 
(1989), The Music of Chance (1990), The Book of... 54 KB (6,195 words) - 01:37, 4 March 2024
Brooklyn, New York City, within the area once known as South Brooklyn. Park Slope is roughly bounded 
by Prospect Park and Prospect Park West to the east... 130 KB (13,768 words) - 08:14, 14 March 2024
1964) is an American novelist, essayist, and short story writer. His first novel, Gun, with Occasional 
Music, a genre work that mixed elements of science... 39 KB (4,006 words) - 22:45, 13 February 2024
7, 1980) was an American novelist, short story writer and essayist. He broke with existing literary forms 
and developed a new type of semi-autobiographical... 46 KB (5,254 words) - 15:44, 14 March 2024
is an American novelist and story writer, best known for his works Witz (2010), Book of Numbers (2015), 
and Moving Kings (2017). Cohen won the 2022 Pulitzer... 14 KB (1,086 words) - 11:19, 5 March 2024
an American writer and literary critic. His literary reviews appeared in The New York Times, the New 
York Herald-Tribune, The New Republic and The New... 14 KB (1,314 words) - 03:26, 9 February 2024
11, 1990) was an American writer, literary critic, and editor who wrote for The New York Times. In 
addition to his many reviews and columns, he published... 21 KB (2,439 words) - 04:01, 13 March 
2024
American novelist and short story writer. Along with Saul Bellow, Joseph Heller, Norman Mailer and 
Philip Roth, he was one of the best known American... 24 KB (2,541 words) - 17:23, 11 February 2024

Literature from the axis of Evil

A collection of short stories and fictional excerpts by writers from such nations as Iraq, North Korea, 
and Cuba offers insight into the realities of daily life for individuals living under the regimes of villainized 
countries.

Literature from the 'Axis of Evil'

Subject of a full-length segment on Morning Edition when it first appeared in hardcover, Literature from 
the “Axis of Evil” quickly went to the top of the Amazon bestseller list. Its publication was celebrated 
by authors including Azar Nafisi and Alice Walker, and the Bloomsbury Review named it a “book 
of the year.” In thirty-five works of fiction and poetry, writers from countries Americans have not 
been allowed to hear from—until the Treasury Department revised its regulations recently—offer an 
invaluable window on daily life in “enemy nations” and humanize the individuals living there. The book 
includes works from Syria, Lybia, the Sudan, Cuba, as well as from Iran, Iraq, and North Korea. As 
editor Alane Mason writes in the introduction, “Not knowing what the rest of the world is thinking and 
writing is both dangerous and boring.”

Literature from the Axis of Evil

The governments might be considered quote unquote the enemy' but definitely not the people. These 
stories and poems offer an alternate view' which is very different from the politicized and polarized 
view of these nations. AZAR NAFISI' AUTHOR OF READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN Subject of a full 
- length segment on Morning Edition when it first appeared in hardcover' Literature from the Axis of 
Evil quickly went to the top of the Amazon bestseller list. Its publication was celebrated by authors 
including Azar Nafisi and Alice Walker' and the Bloomsbury Review named it a book of the year. In 
thirty - five works of fiction and poetry' writers from countries Americans have not been allowed to hear 
from until the Treasury Department revised its regulations recently offer an invaluable window on daily 
life in enemy nations and humanize the individuals living there. The book includes works from Syria' 
Lybia' the Sudan' Cuba' as well as from Iran' Iraq' and North Korea. As editor Alane Mason writes in 



the introduction' Not knowing what the rest of the world is thinking and writing is both dangerous and 
boring.

Rewriting Revolution

North Korea, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), is firmly fixed in the Western 
imagination as a barbaric vestige of the Cold War, a “rogue” nation that refuses to abide by international 
norms. It is seen as belligerent and oppressive, a poor nation bent on depriving its citizens of their basic 
human rights and expanding its nuclear weapons program at the expense of a faltering economy. Even 
the North’s literary output is stigmatized and dismissed as mere propaganda literature praising the 
Great Leader. Immanuel Kim’s book confronts these stereotypes, offering a more complex portrayal 
of literature in the North based on writings from the 1960s to the present. The state, seeking to 
“write revolution,” prescribes grand narratives populated with characters motivated by their political 
commitments to the leader, the Party, the nation, and the collective. While acknowledging these 
qualities, Kim argues for deeper readings. In some novels and stories, he finds, the path to becoming 
a revolutionary hero or heroine is no longer a simple matter of formulaic plot progression; instead it 
is challenged, disrupted, and questioned by individual desires, decisions, doubts, and imaginations. 
Fiction in the 1980s in particular exhibits refreshing story lines and deeper character development along 
with creative approaches to delineating women, sexuality, and the family. These changes are so striking 
that they have ushered in what Kim calls a Golden Age of North Korean fiction. Rewriting Revolution 
charts the insightful literary frontiers that critically portray individuals negotiating their political and 
sexual identities in a revolutionary state. In this fresh and thought-provoking analysis of North Korean 
fiction, Kim looks past the ostensible state propaganda to explore the dynamic literary world where 
individuals with human emotions reside. His book fills a major lacuna and will be of interest to literary 
scholars and historians of East Asia, as well as to scholars of global and comparative studies in socialist 
countries.

Iraq's Modern Arabic Literature

This book covers 60 years of translations, studies, and other writings, which represent Iraq's national 
literature, including recent works of numerous Iraqi writers living in Western exile. By drawing attention 
to a largely overlooked but relevant and extensive literature accessible in English, it will serve as an 
invaluable guide to students of contemporary Iraq, modern Arabic literature and other fields such as 
women's studies, postcolonial studies, third world literature, American-Arab/Muslim Relations, and 
disapora studies.

Historical Dictionary of Democratic People's Republic of Korea

This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Democratic People's Republic of Korea contains a 
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 400 
cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and 
culture.

Inventing the Axis of Evil

Argues that the "axis of evil" label applied by Bush in his 2002 State of the Union address is illusory, 
challenging current beliefs and fear-mongering practices with historical and political information about 
each targeted nation. Reprint.

A Documentary History of Modern Iraq

Previously published histories and primary source collections on the Iraqi experience tend to be 
topically focused or dedicated to presenting a top-down approach. By contrast, Stacy Holden's A 
Documentary History of Modern Iraq gives voice to ordinary Iraqis, clarifying the experience of the 
Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds, Jews, and women over the past century. Through varied documents ranging 
from short stories to treaties, political speeches to memoirs, and newspaper articles to book excerpts, 
the work synthesizes previously marginalized perspectives of minorities and women with the voices 
of the political elite to provide an integrated picture of political change from the Ottoman Empire in 
1903 to the end of the second Bush administration in 2008. Covering a broad range of topics, this 
bottom-up approach allows readers to fully immerse themselves in the lives of everyday Iraqis as they 
navigate regime shifts from the British to the Hashemite monarchy, the political upheaval of the Persian 



Gulf wars, and beyond. Brief introductions to each excerpt provide context and suggest questions for 
classroom discussion. This collection offers raw history, untainted and unfiltered by modern political 
framework and thought, representing a refreshing new approach to the study of Iraq.

The Business of Writing

Whether you’re unclear on what to expect from your first book deal or just a little puzzled by your 
editor’s whims, The Business of Writing is the book for you. In it, literary agent and publishing veteran 
Jennifer Lyons empowers aspiring and experienced writers with everything they need to know about 
the business of selling books, from publicity to legal and financial aspects of the trade. A senior agent 
for seventeen years before opening her own literary agency, Lyons has taught numerous courses 
on the business of writing at Sarah Lawrence College, and has visited both undergraduate and 
graduate writing programs to share her expert knowledge. This enjoyable guide brings Jennifer’s 
in-depth tutorials to the broader public, balancing accessible, bulleted information for writers on the 
critical stages of acquiring and maintaining representation with interviews with professionals in the 
field. Interviewees include a Harper’s magazine editor, a contracts manager, and other publishing 
professionals that you can expect to encounter as you advance in your career. Covering everything 
from how to write the perfect query letter to deconstructing the terminology of a publishing contract, 
this indispensable handbook to the writer’s trade will give you a thorough introduction to the nuts and 
bolts of publishing.

Times of Mobility

In an era of increased mobility and globalisation, a fast growing body of writing originates from authors 
who live in-between languages and cultures. In response to this challenge, transnational perspective 
offers a new approach to the growing body of cultural texts with an emphasis on experiences of 
migration, transculturation, bilingualism and (cultural) translation. The introductory analysis and the 
fifteen essays in this collection critically interrogate complex relations between transnational and 
translation studies, bringing to this dialogue a much needed gender perspective. Divided into three 
parts (From Transnational to Translational; Reading Across Borders and Transnational in Translation), 
they address a range of issues relevant for this debate, from theoretical problems to practical questions 
of literary criticism and translation, understood as an act of cultural interpretation. The volume mostly 
deals with contemporary literary and cultural production, but also with classical texts and modernist 
literature. Its particular quality is a strong (although not exclusive) focus on Central and East European 
literatures, and more generally on women writers. Its interdisciplinary, transnational and intercultural 
perspective makes it relevant across disciplinary boundaries, from literary and translation studies to 
gender studies, cultural studies and migration studies.

Closing His Eyes

Luay Hamza Abbas: Iraqi author, born in Basra, Iraq in 1965. He received his Ph.D. in Arabic Literature, 
in 2002 from the University of Basra. He is the author of four short-story collections and four novels. In 
addition to his works of fiction, he has published four texts of literary and cultural criticism.

A Persian Mosaic

CONTENTS Editors’ Foreword M.R. Ghanoonparvar: A Selected Bibliography The Liminal World of The 
Blind Owl by Mardin Aminpour The Pre-Islamic Past in Modern Iranian Culture: A Cultural Materialist 
Reading by Mahyar Entezari Mapping Dystopia in Ebrahim Golestan’s Mud Brick and Mirror by Somy 
Kim “As Fellow Asians?” Irano-Japanese Relations in the Interwar Period by Mikiya Koyagi Shah 
Isma’il Comes to Herat: An Anecdote from Vasefi’s “Amazing Events” (Badayi’ al-Vaqayi’) by Azfar Moin 
Enlightenment and Shades of Gray: Magic Realism in Women without Men by Dylan Oehler-Stricklin 
Remembrance, Reflection, and Retention: Involuntary Memory in Ayenehha-ye Dardar by Farkhondeh 
Shayesteh The Documentary Moment: War and Viewer Subjectivity in Bahman Ghobadi’s Turtles Can 
Fly by Blake Atwood Teaching Culture in the Persian Language Classroom by Shahla Adel Indefi-
nite/Restrictive Maker as Evidence for a Raising/Promotion Analysis of Persian Restrictive Relative 
Clauses by Behrad Aghaei

Captivating Westerns



Tracing the transnational influences of what has been known as a uniquely American genre, “the 
Western,” Susan Kollin’s Captivating Westerns analyzes key moments in the history of multicultural 
encounters between the Middle East and the American West. In particular the book examines how 
experiences of contact and conflict have played a role in defining the western United States as a 
crucial American landscape. Kollin interprets the popular Western as a powerful national narrative and 
presents the cowboy hero as a captivating figure who upholds traditional American notions of freedom 
and promise, not just in the region but across the globe. Captivating Westerns revisits popular uses 
of the Western plot and cowboy hero in understanding American global power in the post-9/11 period. 
Although various attempts to build a case for the war on terror have referenced this quintessential 
American region, genre, and hero, they have largely overlooked the ways in which these celebrated 
spaces, icons, and forms, rather than being uniquely American, are instead the result of numerous 
encounters with and influences from the Middle East. By tracing this history of contact, encounter, and 
borrowing, this study expands the scope of transnational studies of the cowboy and the Western and 
in so doing discloses the powerful and productive influence the Middle East has had on the American 
West.

The Destruction of Cultural Heritage in Iraq

Discussion of the issues surrounding the destruction of cultural property in times of conflict has become 
a key issue for debate around the world. This book provides an historical statement as of 1st March 
2006 concerning the destruction of the cultural heritage in Iraq. In a series of chapters it outlines the 
personal stories of a number of individuals who were - and in most cases continue to be - involved. 
These individuals are involved at all levels, and come from various points along the political spectrum, 
giving a rounded and balanced perspective so easily lost in single authored reports. It also provides 
the first views written by Iraqis on the situation of archaeology in Iraq under Saddam and an overview 
and contextualisation of the issues surrounding the looting, theft and destruction of the archaeological 
sites, the Iraqi National museum and the libraries in Baghdad since the war was launched in 2003. 
Beyond this, it examines our attitudes towards the preservation of cultural and heritage resources and, 
in particular, the growing political awareness of their importance. Although related to a single conflict, 
taking place at a specific time in history, the relevance of this work goes far beyond these self-imposed 
boundaries. PETER STONE is Professor of Heritage Studies and Head of School of Arts and Cultures 
at Newcastle University; JOANNE FARCHAKH BAJJALY is a Lebanese archaeologist and Middle East 
correspondent for the French magazine Archéologia.

A Feminist Theory of Refusal

An acclaimed political theorist offers a fresh, interdisciplinary analysis of the politics of refusal, 
highlighting the promise of a feminist politics that does not simply withdraw from the status quo but also 
transforms it. The Bacchae, Euripides’s fifth-century tragedy, famously depicts the wine god Dionysus 
and the women who follow him as indolent, drunken, mad. But Bonnie Honig sees the women differently. 
They reject work, not out of laziness, but because they have had enough of women’s routine obedience. 
Later they escape prison, leave the city of Thebes, explore alternative lifestyles, kill the king, and 
then return to claim the city. Their “arc of refusal,” Honig argues, can inspire a new feminist politics 
of refusal. Refusal, the withdrawal from unjust political and economic systems, is a key theme in 
political philosophy. Its best-known literary avatar is Herman Melville’s Bartleby, whose response to 
every request is, “I prefer not to.” A feminist politics of refusal, by contrast, cannot simply decline to 
participate in the machinations of power. Honig argues that a feminist refusal aims at transformation 
and, ultimately, self-governance. Withdrawal is a first step, not the end game. Rethinking the concepts 
of refusal in the work of Giorgio Agamben, Adriana Cavarero, and Saidiya Hartman, Honig places 
collective efforts toward self-governance at refusal’s core and, in doing so, invigorates discourse on 
civil and uncivil disobedience. She seeks new protagonists in film, art, and in historical and fictional 
figures including Sophocles’s Antigone, Ovid’s Procne, Charlie Chaplin’s Tramp, Leonardo da Vinci’s 
Madonna, and Muhammad Ali. Rather than decline the corruptions of politics, these agents of refusal 
join the women of Thebes first in saying no and then in risking to undertake transformative action.

North Korea

Depicted as an insular and forbidding police state with an “insane” dictator at its helm, North Ko-
rea—charter member of Bush’s “Axis of Evil”—is a country the U.S. loves to hate. Now the CIA says 
it possesses nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, as well as long-range missiles capable of 



delivering them to America’s West Coast. But, as Bruce Cumings demonstrates in this provocative, 
lively read, the story of the U.S.-Korea conflict is more complex than our leaders or our news media 
would have us believe. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of Korea, and on declassified government 
reports, Cumings traces that story, from the brutal Korean War to the present crisis. Harboring no 
illusions regarding the totalitarian Kim Jong Il regime, Cumings nonetheless insists on a more nuanced 
approach. The result is both a counter-narrative to the official U.S. and North Korean versions and a 
fascinating portrayal of North Korea, a country that suffers through foreign invasions, natural disasters, 
and its own internal contradictions, yet somehow continues to survive.

Amerasia Journal

The Routledge Handbook of Translation, Feminism and Gender provides a comprehensive, 
state-of-the-art overview of feminism and gender awareness in translation and translation studies today. 
Bringing together work from more than 20 different countries – from Russia to Chile, Yemen, Turkey, 
China, India, Egypt and the Maghreb as well as the UK, Canada, the USA and Europe – this Handbook 
represents a transnational approach to this topic, which is in development in many parts of the world. 
With 41 chapters, this book presents, discusses, and critically examines many different aspects of 
gender in translation and its effects, both local and transnational. Providing overviews of key questions 
and case studies of work currently in progress, this Handbook is the essential reference and resource 
for students and researchers of translation, feminism, and gender.

The Routledge Handbook of Translation, Feminism and Gender

The Routledge Handbook of Persian Literary Translation offers a detailed overview of the field of Persian 
literature in translation, discusses the development of the field, gives critical expression to research on 
Persian literature in translation, and brings together cutting-edge theoretical and practical research. 
The book is divided into the following three parts: (I) Translation of Classical Persian Literature, (II) 
Translation of Modern Persian Literature, and (III) Persian Literary Translation in Practice. The chapters 
of the book are authored by internationally renowned scholars in the field, and the volume is an essential 
reference for scholars and their advanced students as well as for those researching in related areas 
and for independent translators of Persian literature.

The Routledge Handbook of Persian Literary Translation

In 2012, the world arrived in London for the Olympics...and Ann Morgan went out to meet it. She read 
her way around all the globeâe(tm)s 196 independent countries (plus one extra), sampling one book 
from every nation. It wasn't easy. Many languages have next to nothing translated into English; there are 
tiny, tucked-away places where very little is written down at all; some governments don't like to let works 
of art leak out to corrupt Westerners. Her literary adventures shed light on the issues that affect us all: 
personal, political, national and global. Using her quest as a starting point, this book explores questions 
such as: What is cultural heritage? How do we define national identity? Is it possible to overcome 
censorship and propaganda? And how can we celebrate, challenge and change our remarkable world?

Reading the World

By exploring how translation has shaped the literary contexts of six Iraqi woman writers, this book offers 
new insights into their translation pathways as part of their stories’ politics of meaning-making. The 
writers in focus are Samira Al-Mana, Daizy Al-Amir, Inaam Kachachi, Betool Khedairi, Alia Mamdouh 
and Hadiya Hussein, whose novels include themes of exile, war, occupation, class, rurality and 
storytelling as cultural survival. Using perspectives of feminist translation to examine how Iraqi women’s 
story-making has been mediated in English translation across differing times and locations, this book 
is the first to explore how Iraqi women’s literature calls for new theoretical engagements and why this 
literature often interrogates and diversifies many literary theories’ geopolitical scope. This book will be 
of great interest for researchers in Arabic literature, women’s literature, translation studies and women 
and gender studies.

Reading Iraqi Women’s Novels in English Translation

In January 2002, President George W. Bush declared Iran, Iraq, and North Korea constituents of an 
"axis of evil." US strategy toward each of these countries has clearly varied since, yet similar issues 
and policy options have emerged for US relations with all three. Reshaping Rogue States seeks to 



improve our understanding of Iran, Iraq, and North Korea as well as of current and future policy 
options to combat the threats these nations pose. The book's comprehensive analysis of preemption 
and regime change debates the circumstances under which each policy might be justified or legal 
under international law. Prominent strategists and policymakers consider alternatives to preemption 
-- including prevention, counterproliferation, and cooperative security -- and draw conclusions from 
efforts to bring about regime change in the past.Reshaping Rogue States also reviews the differing 
policy challenges presented by each so-called axis member. Specifically, it considers how the United 
States might strike a balance with North Korea through multilateral negotiations; the changes within 
Iran that call for changes in US policy; and the dilemmas the United States faces in post-Saddam Iraq, 
including continuing insurgency, instability, and the feasibility of democracy.

Reshaping Rogue States

This edited book addresses the diversity across time and space of the sites, actors and practices 
of feminist translation from 1945-2000. The contributors examine what happens when a politically 
motivated text is translated linguistically and culturally, the translators and their aims, and the strategies 
employed when adapting texts to locally resonating discourses. The collection aims to answer these 
questions through case studies and a conceptual rethinking of the process of politically engaged 
translation, considering not only trained translators and publishers, but also feminist activists and 
groups, NGOs and writers. The book will be of interest to students and researchers in the fields of 
translation studies, gender/women's studies, literature and feminist history.

Translating Feminism

Despite recent interest in forgiveness and reconciliation, relatively little research has been conducted 
on forgiveness in literary studies. A Poetics of Forgiveness explores the profound links between 
creativity and forgiveness, and argues that creative production and interpretation can play a vital role in 
practices of forgiveness. Developing a model of "poetic forgiveness" through the work of Julia Kristeva, 
Jacques Derrida, and Kelly Oliver, A Poetics of Forgiveness asks how forgiveness is expressed in 
literature and other art forms, and what creative works can bring to secular debates on forgiveness 
and conflict resolution. Jill Scott explores these questions in a wide variety of historical and cultural 
contexts, from Homer s Iliad to 9/11 novels, from postwar Germany to post-Apartheid South Africa, in 
canonical texts and in diverse media, including film, photography, and testimony.

A Poetics of Forgiveness

Ideal for high school students and undergraduates, this volume explores contemporary life and culture 
in Libya. Libya is one of Africa's largest nations, but its topography is dominated by a huge southern 
desert with some of the hottest temperatures recorded anywhere in the world. Culture and Customs 
of Libya explores the daily lives of the 90 million men, women, and children who struggle to get by in 
this authoritarian state, where only a fraction of the land is arable and 90 percent of the people live 
in less than 10 percent of the area, primarily along the Mediterranean coast. In this comprehensive 
overview of modern Libyan life, readers can explore topics such as religion, contemporary literature, 
media, art, housing, music, and dance. They will learn about education and employment and will see 
how traditions and customs of the past—including those from Libya's long domination by the Ottoman 
Empire and 40 years as an Italian colony—are kept alive or have evolved to fit into today's modern age.



Culture and Customs of Libya

Axis of Evil World Tour goes beyond the superficial coverage found in much of the media to bring a 
boots-on-the-ground look at three of the most enigmatic, difficult-to-enter countries on the planet-Iran, 
Iraq, and North Korea. North Korea: Visit the tense yet quiet DMZ that divides North from South, one 
of the eeriest places on earth. Spend time touring Pyongyang, the showcase capital that houses the 
regime and its elites. Travel halfway across the country to the beautiful "Heavenly Fragrance" mountain 
for a visit to the surreal, cult-like "museums" housing gifts to the country's leaders, Kim Il-sung and Kim 
Jong-il. Iraq: What's it like to live on a U.S. military base during the war in Iraq? Spend two months as 
part of the Iraqi Survey Group, the international team that was tasked with finding Saddam's weapons 
of mass destruction. Iran: What do Iranians think of the U.S. and Americans? You might be surprised. 
Travel around the country and take an inside look at Khomeini's tomb, hear about Iran's own fight 
against Al Qaeda, and take a look inside the secret world of the mullahs that really run Iran. Head to 
AxisofEvilTour.com for photos, book excerpts, and video clips.

New Statesman

The Axis of Evil Magazine

The Muslim World Book Review

In the nearly 25 years since the ascent of an Islamic regime, Iran has become one of the most prominent 
supporters of terror worldwide. Today Iran actively employs terror to achieve its international objectives. 
The Axis of Evil outlines the operations and goals of Shiite and Iranian terror. As Shaul Shay shows, 
Iran has done its utmost to conceal its involvement in terror activities and avoids leaving incriminating 
"fingerprints" that might prompt retaliatory action by victims of this terrorism. In consequence, most 
of what we know about Iranian terror activity has been gleaned from the capture and trials of Iranian 
terrorists or terrorists acting on Iran's behalf. The Axis of Evil deals extensively with Iran's involvement 
in terrorist activity against Israel through Hizballah after the Israel Defense Forces' withdrawal from 
Lebanon (May 2000) and the instigation of the Al-Aksa Intifada (September 2000-2003). It examines 
Iran's attitude towards the State of Israel since the rise of Knomeini, confirming that Iran sees Israel 
as a primary source of the world's wrongdoings and the epitome of evil. In turn, Israel has become 
one of Iran's archenemies. Over the years, Iran has strengthened its ideological links with radical Arab 
and Palestinian circles. In addition, it actively supports Hizballah, which acts on behalf of Iran from its 
base in Lebanon and perpetrates terror attacks against Israel and against representatives of Western 
and Arab countries in Lebanon as well as in the international arena. This book is a comprehensive and 
in-depth study of Shiite and Iranian terror activity. In addition to drawing attention to the significance of 
Iran's contributions to terror, it provides readers with a better understanding of Iran's activities in light 
of the global war against terrorism as well as the deployment of American troops along Iran's borders 
with Afghanistan and Iraq.

Axis of Evil World Tour

This book demystifies North Korea by looking beyond the ‘axis of evil’ label.

The Axis of Evil: Iran, Iraq, and North Korea

Essay from the year 2019 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Region: Near East, Near Orient, 
grade: 68, University of Winchester, language: English, abstract: This paper is going to tackle whether 
Bush’s 2002 articulation of an "Axis of Evil" in fighting the 'war on terror' was a mistake or not. To 
answer this question, this essay will look at Iraq as an example because Iraq was invaded by the US 
in 2003. On the one hand, Bush’s articulation that the "Axis of Evil" could be seen as helpful in fighting 
the war on terror as the US argued, that Iraq had acquired chemical weapons and Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD). On the other hand, invading Iraq could have been a huge mistake because the 
problem of Al-Qaeda became stronger and there were many terror attacks in Europa after the Iraq 
invasion. Thus, the "Axis of Evil" could be helpful, but there were some problematic things. This essay 
will first explore, what the "Axis of Evil" was. Then the essay will turn to illustrate the question if a state 
can be a terrorist. It will argue what evidence there is that a state is involved in terrorism. Finally, this 
essay will discuss the outcome of the 'war on terror', and conclude if the invasion of the Iraq by the US 
was a mistake or not. The terrorist attacks in New York and Washington on the 11th September 2001 
represent a symbolic declaration of war by Islamic fundamentalists to Western civilization. However, 



in January 2002, George W. Bush in his speech to the Washington Post demonstrated the existence 
of an international "Axis of Evil" by addressing North Korea, Iran and Iraq. Further, under Secretary of 
State John Bolton said that Cuba, Libya and Syria could be grouped with these as rogue states. Bush 
added that states like these and their terrorist allies constitute an axis of evil.

The Axis Of Evil

This is an essential overview to the conflicts in the Gulf, and should be read by anyone with an interest 
in the region, its politics and its interactions with the US and UN.

North Korea

In Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies, Barbara Slavin untangles the love-hate relationship between Iran 
and the United States that has brought the two countries to the brink of war. Slavin reveals that relations 
between Washington and Tehran have been riddled with contradictions for decades and details missed 
opportunities for reconciliation under both the Clinton and Bush administrations, including diplomatic 
rebuffs to Iran in Bush's first term based on the mistaken belief that the U.S. invasion of Iraq would 
weaken Iran's Islamic government. On e of the few reporters to interview high-profile Iranian officials, 
including Iran's current and last two presidents, Slavin describes all the key constituencies in Iran 
society from the clerics, to the Revolutionary Guards, to reformers and Iranian youth. She unveils 
Iran and shows it to be a country that both adores and fears the United States. Despite government 
propaganda that portrays the U.S. as the "Great Satan," many Iranians have come to idolize staples 
of American pop culture while holding on to their own traditions. The United States, on the other hand, 
has demonized Iran as a member of an "axis of evil" that supports terrorists and represses its own 
people who, in the words of U.S. officials, "deserve better." As Iran moves toward becoming a nuclear 
power, Slavin believes that the power brokers in Washington may be suffering from the same lack of 
understanding and foresight that led the U.S. into prolonged warfare in Iraq. Distrustful of each other's 
intentions yet longing at some level to reconcile, neither Tehran nor Washington knows how this story 
will end. Anyone interested in understanding the dynamics of this pivotal international relationship will 
find Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies a crucial and compelling read.

George W. Bush's Axis of Evil. Helpfulness in Fighting the War on Terror

A rogue Chinese missile field commander duped Axis of Evil member nations into a joint attack on the 
United States with a North Korean super missile. When the commander pressed the launch button, 
a seven-nation, 60-megaton nuclear warhead was blasted into a flight path that was meant to end on 
California’s fragile San Andreas Fault. Fortunately for the United States, its Central Intelligence Agency 
learned of the pending missile attack and was able to respond with Operation Nonferrous, the only 
viable, quick-reaction plan it had available. TAKING OUT NORTH KOREA’S SUPER MISSILE (The 
Axis of Evil & West Coast 11/26) describes in complete detail all of the events that occurred before and 
after the launch button was depressed at the Lop Nor, China, missile complex on November 26. It is 
must-read material for anybody deeply concerned about rapidly unfolding, spiraling-out-of-control type 
of world events that can lead to nuclear war. It is must-read material also for those in love, those who 
have lost loved ones (esp. an infant), and for those special couples blessed with true conjugal love.

Neighbors, Not Friends

An invaluable primer on the US-Iran conflict by U.S. and Iranian scholars.

Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies

"The book examines the relationship between nuclear proliferation and regional order in East Asia and 
the Middle East, looking at what factors shape the perceptions and responses of relevant regional 
actors to North Korea and Iran, why some of these regional actors cooperate with the United States 
while others do not, and the consequences of shifting relations among these countries"--

Taking Out North Korea's Super Missile: (The Axis of Evil & West Coast 11/26)

Iran and Iraq, though neighbors for many centuries, share both a common and a contentious history. 
Though both are Muslim nations, they have long been divided by their differing affiliations with the 
Shia and Sunni branches of Islam and by a cultural tension between Persian and Arab. These tensions 
have occasionally erupted into all-out warfare, most recently in the 1980s, when half a million Iraqis and 



Iranians were killed in a decade-long war. Today, however, following the toppling of the repressive Sunni 
dictator Saddam Hussein, Iraq's previously oppressed Shia majority is forging ties with Shia-dominated 
Iran and creating a new, potentially destabilizing balance of power in this part of the Middle East. 
This book explores the long, rich, complex, and charged history between these two Muslim nations 
and analyzes what path they seem to be heading down in the future, a journey that has weighty 
consequences for the western world and the United States.

Russia's Policies Toward the Axis of Evil

What do Iran, Iraq and the People's Republic of North Korea have in common? Not a lot, argue the 
contributors to the current issue of Index on Censorship. Plus frontline reports from the war of words 
surrounding humanitarian aid. With new writing by Faleh Jabar, Mohammed Khodayr, Nilou Mobasser, 
Tadashi Tamaki, John Lloyd, Caroline Moorehead, Aryeh Neier, David Rieff, Mark Thompson and Alex 
de Waal. Plus a play from Argentina's Theatre of Identity translated by Andrew Graham-Yooll and the 
regular cartoon from Martin Rowson.

Targeting Iran

Global Rogues and Regional Orders
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