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This content explores the critical intersection of war journalism and Middle East conflicts, highlighting 
the unique challenges faced by war correspondents in the region. It examines the profound impact 
of conflict reporting on global perceptions and understanding, covering the techniques, dangers, and 
ethical considerations inherent in journalism in crisis zones.
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Media and Political Conflict

The news media have become the central arena for political conflicts today. It is, therefore, not surprising 
that the role of the news media in political conflicts has received a good deal of public attention in recent 
years. Media and Political Conflict provides readers with an understanding of the ways in which news 
media do and do not become active participants in these conflicts. The author's 'political contest' model 
provides an alternative approach to this important issue. The best way to understand the role of the 
news media in politics, he argues, is to view the competition over the news media as part of a larger 
and more significant contest for political control. The book is divided into two parts. While the first is 
devoted to developing the theoretical model, the second employs this approach to analyse the role of 
the news media in three conflicts: the Gulf war, the Palestinian intifada, and the attempt by the Israeli 
right wing to derail the Israeli-Palestinian peace accord.

Media, War and Terrorism

This collection of essays covers the media and public debate dimension of the events of 9/11 and 
beyond, from the point of view of Middle Eastern and Asian countries. The first part of the book 
deals with the use of the media as an instrument of warfare, the growing significance of religion, the 
emergence of transnational media and a transnational public sphere and the relationship between the 
West and the rest of the world. The second part of the book contains nine case studies relating to 
different parts of the Middle East and Asian world, all with a strong empirical focus, while at the same 
time elaborating the book's theoretical concerns.

People Like Us

A war correspondent’s bestselling, “commanding . . . eye-opening account” of five years on the Middle 
East frontlines (Publishers Weekly, starred review). In 1998, Joris Luyendijk was stationed just outside 
of Cairo. It wasn’t for his journalism skills. It was because he was fluent in Arabic. What followed—from 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict through the post 9/11 war in Iraq—would be literal trial-by-fire for the 
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young untested reporter. What he had going for him was his ability to communicate. Determined to 
cover the conflicts from the inside, Luyendijk spoke with stone throwers and staunch terrorists, taxi 
drivers, civil servants and professors, victims and aggressors, and all of their families. He chronicled 
first-hand experiences of dictatorship, occupation, fear, resilience, jubilation, and community. But the 
more Luyendijk witnessed, the less he understood. He became increasingly aware of the yawning gap 
between what he witnessed on the ground and what was being reported by the media. As a correspon-
dent, he was privy to a multitude of narratives with conflicting implications, and he saw over and over 
again that the favored stories were those that would be sure to confirm the popularly held, oversimplified 
beliefs of the outside world. “Disturbing, thought-provoking, and ultimately profound,” People Like Us 
shatters our perceptions of what we’re led to believe—a filtered, altered, and manipulated image of 
reality in the Middle East that has become a wholly designed theater of war for the western audience 
(Norman Solomon, author of War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death).

The Great War for Civilisation

Decorated British foreign correspondent Robert Fisk has been based in the Middle East for the last 
twenty-five years, reporting from the world's worst trouble-spots. This is his first-person account of fifty 
years of bloodshed and tragedy in the area, from the Palestinian-Israeli bloodbath to the shock and 
awe of the current war against Iraq.

Behind Enemy Lies

A journalistic account of Trump's wars in the Middle East from a highly acclaimed journalist who has 
been reporting on the area for decades In this urgent and timely book, Patrick Cockburn writes the 
first draft of the history of the current crisis in the Middle East. Here he charts the period from the 
recapture of Mosul in 2017 to Turkey's attack on Kurdish territory in November 2019, and recounts the 
new phase in the wars of disintegration that have plagued the region, leading to the assassination of 
Iranian General Sulemani. Cockburn offers panoramic on-the-ground analysis as well as a lifetime's 
study of the region. As author of The Rise of Islamic State, and the Age of Jihad, he has proved to be 
leading, critical commentator of US intervention and the chaos it has wrecked/ And here he shows how, 
since Trump entered the White House promising an end to the Forever War, peace appears a distant 
possibility with the continuation of conflict in Syria, Saudi Arabia's violent intervention in the Yemen, 
the fall of the Kurds, riots in Baghdad, and the continued aggression towards Iran. While ISIS has been 
defeated, it is not clear whether it has disappeared from the region. Trump's policies has appeared to 
pour petrol on the flames, emboldening the other superpowers involved in the proxy wars. Following 
the collapse of the deal with Iran, and the threat of war crimes, is a new balance of power possible?

War in the Age of Trump

Is the fall of ISIS the end of the perpetual war in the Middle East? In this urgent and timely book, Patrick 
Cockburn writes the first draft of the history of the current crisis in the Middle East. Here he charts the 
period from the recapture of Mosul in 2017 to Turkey’s attack on Kurdish territory in November 2019, 
and recounts the new phase in the wars of disintegration that have plagued the region. The ground 
battle with the caliphate is perhaps over, but was this the end of the conflict that has scarred these 
nations for decades? Cockburn offers panoramic on-the-ground analysis as well as a lifetime’s study of 
the region. And here he shows how peace appears a distant possibility with the continuation of conflict 
in Syria, Saudi Arabia’s violent intervention in the Yemen, riots in Baghdad and Tehran. At the same 
time, the rising aggression between Israel and Iran, the raising of stakes between the US, Russia and 
Turkey, shows that this remains the theatre of the proxy wars of the world’s superpowers. Has Trump 
abandoned the area for good, leaving a vacuum for others—Putin, Erdogan, Mohammed Bin Saud—to 
fill? He also looks at what might happen to the Islamic State: will it disappear now that it has lost its 
territory or emerge in a new form and with renewed violence?

Reporting the Middle East

How do the media cover the Middle East? Through a country-by-country approach, this book provides 
detailed analysis of the complexities of reporting from the Arab World. Each chapter provides an 
overview of a country, including the political context, relationships to international politics and the key 
elements relating to the place as covered in Western media. The authors explore how the media can be 
used to serve particular political agendas on both a regional and international level. They also consider 
the changes to the media landscape following the growth of digital and social media, showing how 



access to the media is no longer restricted to state or elite actors. By studying coverage of the Middle 
East from a whole range of news providers, this book shows how news formats and practices may 
be defined and shaped differently by different nations. It will be essential reading for scholars and 
practitioners of journalism, especially those focusing on the Arab World.

Media and Peace in the Middle East

The news media can play a central role in the promotion of peace. The role of the media does 
vary, however, and both researchers and practitioners must better understand the reasons for these 
variations. This report points to four major factors that impact this equation: (1) the amount of consensus 
among political elites in support of the peace process; (2) the number and intensity of crises associated 
with the process; (3) the extent to which shared media, used by both sides of the conflict, exist; and (4) 
the level of sensationalism as a dominant news value. The first two variables tells us something about 
the state of the political environment, while the final two relate to the media environment.

The News Media and Peace Processes

Tarek Cherkaoui reveals how geo-political and ideological legacies of the past, which divide the world 
into a dichotomy of 'us' against 'them', play a dominant role in reinforcing the ensuing polarisation of 
our media.

The News Media At War

The Arab media is in the midst of a revolution that will inform questions of war and peace in the Middle 
East, political and societal reform, and relations between the West and the Arab World. Drawing on the 
first broad cross-border survey of Arab journalists, first-person interviews with scores of reporters and 
editors, and his three decades' experience reporting from the Middle East, Lawrence Pintak examines 
how Arab journalists see themselves and their mission at this critical time in the evolution of the Arab 
media. He explores how, in a diverse Arab media landscape expressing myriad opinions, journalists are 
still under siege as governments fight a rear-guard action to manage the message. This innovative book 
breaks through the stereotypes about Arab journalists to reveal the fascinating and complex reality - 
and what it means for the rest of us.

The New Arab Journalist

Numerous studies address the flow of information between nations and states — especially in the era of 
globalization — and its contribution to the development of relations across physical borders. By contrast, 
little attention has been paid to the circumstances under which parties in conflict initiate and build 
barriers to free flow of information. The conflict in the Middle East may serve as a test bed of controlled 
disruption of information flow, as covered in Reporting the Middle East: Challenges and Chances. Two 
parallel types of confrontations appear to take place in the Middle East: the actual physical conflict, and 
the 'war of words,' conducted via the media, with each side firing its own verbal missiles. Reporting 
the Middle East: Challenges and Chances aims to show that the media arena is a key element in 
understanding the Middle East conflict. Media coverage of Middle Eastern affairs remains critical, if 
only because of its power in determining sources of information, setting decision makers' agendas, 
and influencing management of the physical confrontation.

Reporting The Middle East: Challenges And Chances

Cockburn was the first Western journalist to warn of the dangers posed by Islamic State. His originality 
and breadth of vision make The Age of Jihad the most in-depth analysis of the regional crisis in the 
Middle East to date. 2001 heralded a new age of disintegration in the Middle East. This has had a 
murderous impact on the people who live there but also the world beyond. Beginning with the US-led 
invasion of Afghanistan, Cockburn explores the vast geopolitical struggle that is the Sunni-Shia conflict, 
a clash that shapes the war on terror, western military interventions, the evolution of the insurgency, 
the civil wars in Yemen, Libya and Syria, the Arab Spring, the fall of regional dictators, and the rise of 
Islamic State.

The Age of Jihad

In this World War II military history, Rommel's army is a day from Cairo, a week from Tel Aviv, and the SS 
is ready for action. Espionage brought the Nazis this far, but espionage can stop them—if Washington 



wakes up to the danger. As World War II raged in North Africa, General Erwin Rommel was guided 
by an uncanny sense of his enemies' plans and weaknesses. In the summer of 1942, he led his Axis 
army swiftly and terrifyingly toward Alexandria, with the goal of overrunning the entire Middle East. 
Each step was informed by detailed updates on British positions. The Nazis, somehow, had a source 
for the Allies' greatest secrets. Yet the Axis powers were not the only ones with intelligence. Brilliant 
Allied cryptographers worked relentlessly at Bletchley Park, breaking down the extraordinarily complex 
Nazi code Enigma. From decoded German messages, they discovered that the enemy had a wealth 
of inside information. On the brink of disaster, a fevered and high-stakes search for the source began. 
War of Shadows is the cinematic story of the race for information in the North African theater of World 
War II, set against intrigues that spanned the Middle East. Years in the making, this book is a feat of 
historical research and storytelling, and a rethinking of the popular narrative of the war. It portrays the 
conflict not as an inevitable clash of heroes and villains but a spiraling series of failures, accidents, and 
desperate triumphs that decided the fate of the Middle East and quite possibly the outcome of the war.

War of Shadows

A documentary containing the author's experiences covering these two pivotal wars offering readers a 
portrait of major world events.

War in the Middle East

From exclusive travels with former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to intimate moments with 
combatants in the battle for Beirut, to the forbidden world of drug smugglers in Lebanon, to the Iranian 
Revolution, and finally to the rise of Desert Storm, Salhani transports readers behind the scenes of 
many groundbreaking news stories.

Black September to Desert Storm

Fisk has amassed a devoted readership over the years, with his insightful, witty and always outspoken 
articles on international politics and mankind's war-torn recent history. These comment articles cover 
an array of topics, from his soldier grandfather to handwriting to the Titanic, President Bush, terrorism 
and Iraq.

The Age of the Warrior

In the most dramatic and intimate account of battle reporting since Michael Herr's classic Dispatches, 
NBC News's award-winning Middle East Bureau Chief, Richard Engel, offers an unvarnished and often 
emotional account of five years in Iraq. Engel is the longest serving broadcaster in Iraq and the only 
American television reporter to cover the country continuously before, during, and after the 2003 U.S. 
invasion. Fluent in Arabic, he has had unrivaled access to U.S. military commanders, Sunni insurgents, 
Shiite militias, Iraqi families, and even President George W. Bush, who called him to the White House 
for a private briefing. He has witnessed nearly every major milestone in this long war. War Journal 
describes what it was like to go into the hole where U.S. Special Operations Forces captured Saddam 
Hussein. Engel was there as the insurgency began and watched the spread of Iranian influence over 
Shiite religious cities and the Iraqi government. He watched as Iraqis voted in their first election. He 
was in the courtroom when Saddam was sentenced to death and interviewed General David Petraeus 
about the surge. In vivid, sometimes painful detail, Engel tracks the successes and setbacks of the war. 
He describes searching, with U.S troops, for a missing soldier in the dangerous Sunni city of Ramadi; 
surviving kidnapping attempts, IED attacks, hotel bombings, and ambushes; and even the smell of 
cakes in a bakery attacked by sectarian gangs and strewn with bodies of the executed. War Journal 
describes a sectarian war that American leaders were late to understand and struggled to contain. 
It is an account of the author's experiences, insights, bittersweet reflections, and moments from his 
private video diary -- itself the subject of a highly acclaimed documentary on MSNBC. War Journal is 
the story of the transformation of a young journalist who moved to the Middle East with $2,000 and 
a belief that the region would be "the story" of his generation into a seasoned reporter who has at 
times believed that he would die covering the war. It is about American soldiers, ordinary Iraqis, and 
especially a few brave individuals on his team who continually risked their lives to make his own daring 
reporting possible.

War Journal



Up-to-date through 2015, this edition examines the development, history and current state of war 
journalism. From the Mexican War in 1846 to the current Conflicts in the Middle East and everything in 
between, this important reference tool provides a unique, around the world look at how conflicts were 
covered. Explore the influences of the flow of information on the battlefield and the home front.

The Encyclopedia of War Journalism, 1807-2015

Middle Eastern newspapers evolved in the 19th century and were shaped during a period of accelerated 
change into a unique political, social and cultural role. Drawing on a wealth of sources, this study 
explores the press as a fundamental Middle Eastern institution.

The Media's War Against Israel

THE TRIUMPH OF IMAGE over reality and reason is the theme of this book. New communication 
technologies have made possible the transportation of images and words in real time to hundreds of 
millions of people around the world. We thought we witnessed the Gulf War as we sat, mesmerized 
by the imagery. But the studies from the many countries assembled for this book suggest that it 
was not the war in the Persian Gulf that we witnessed but rather imagery orchestrated to convey 
a sense of triumph and thus to achieve results that reality and reason could never have achieved. 
The book offers contributions from thirty-five authors in eighteen countries, including short samplings 
from the media of several regions. The authors explore the social, economic, and political context of 
media coverage in their countries, the domination of one image in most of them, and the struggle for 
alternative perspectives. The authors probe the dynamics of image-making and pose some challenges 
for the future as well as provide us with a unique glimpse of how the world outside of the United 
States (as well as many Americans) viewed the war in the Persian Gulf and how the dynamics of 
image-making and information control operate. Triumph of the Image will be useful to scholars and 
students in communications and mass media, international relations, political science, cultural studies, 
propaganda, censorship, and contemporary history as well as to the general public.

The Press in the Arab Middle East

A YOUNG JOURNALIST'S FORAY DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE OF MEDIA-LED REPORTING - A 
TALE OF DISILLUSIONMENT AND SELF-EXAMINATION SET IN THE WORLD'S MOST HEAD-
LINE-GRABBING REGIONS. In Fit to Print, a bestseller in Holland, Joris Luyendijk tells the story 
of his five years as a correspondent in the Middle East. Extremely young for a correspondent but 
fluent in Arabic, he speaks with stone throwers and terrorists, taxi drivers and professors, victims 
and agressors, and community leaders and families. Chronicling first-hand experiences of dictatorship, 
occupation, terror, and war, his stories cast light on a number of major crises, from the Iraq War to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. But the more Luyendijk witnesses, the less he understands, and he becomes 
increasingly aware of the yawning gap between what he sees on the ground and what is later reported in 
the media. As a correspondent, he is privy to a multitude of narratives with conflicting implications, and 
he sees over and over again that the media favors the stories that will be sure to confirm the popularly 
held, oversimplified beliefs of westerners. In Fit to Print, Luyendijk deploys powerful examples, leavened 
with humour, to demonstrate the ways in which the media gives us a filtered, altered, and manipulated 
image of reality in the Middle East.

Triumph Of The Image

The Syrian conflict constitutes one of the most covered events in this century. Although the coverage of 
the Syrian uprising and civil war alternated between periods of saturation and silence, it is indisputable 
that they received an enormous amount of media attention. The Syrian Conflict in the News analyses 
the coverage of the Syrian conflict in the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Wall Street 
Journal, focusing on how the three newspapers framed six key events in Syria from March 2011 to April 
2018, including the Ghouta chemical attack, the Russian intervention in Syria and US-led airstrikes. 
Gabriel Huland argues that US foreign policy dominates the frames of the conflict, which suggests that 
mainstream newspapers are excessively indexed to elite narratives. In the United States, the Syrian 
crisis prompted an intense debate about the appropriate degree of US involvement in the civil war and 
how the country should behave in the face of growing Russian and Iranian influence in the Middle East. 
The overreliance on elite narratives resulted in the underrepresentation of local voices and other players 
who were in a more advantaged position to devise solutions to the conflict. By analysing the frames of 
the Syrian uprising and civil war in three mainstream newspapers and the relationship between media 



and international conflicts, The Syrian Conflict in the News sheds light on crucial aspects of the crisis 
currently pervading US journalism.

Fit to Print

Called 'the king of Correspondents', Henry W. Nevinson (1856-1941) captured the political zeitgeist in 
his newspaper journalism and books about conflicts across the globe. He provided astute, first-hand 
observations on events such as war between Greece and Turkey, the Siege of Ladysmith in South 
Africa, the aftermath of the 1905 Russian Revolution and the Gallipoli tragedy in the First World War, his 
copy obtained in perilous situations. He bravely exposed the persistence of slavery in Angola, unrest in 
India and conflict in Ireland, his vivid and exquisite prose shocking and enlightening British readers. He 
cultivated controversy with his brave stance on issues like women's suffrage and the self-determination 
of small nations such as Georgia. His first wife, Margaret Wynne Nevinson, was a suffragette and writer, 
their son the celebrated artist C.R. W. Nevinson. In the 1920s Henry Nevinson accompanied Ramsay 
MacDonald on the first visit of a British Prime Minister to an American President. His perspectives, 
whether on the Middle East, the Balkans, Russia or the United States, illuminate many of the conflicts 
which resonate in today's uncertain world.

The Syrian Conflict in the News

This timely book presents a multifaceted look at war, media, and propaganda from international 
perspectives. Focusing on the media's role in global conflicts, prominent authors, journalists, scholars, 
and researchers provide an insightful overview of the impact of globalization on media practices. They 
explore war coverage, propaganda techniques, public opinion, and the effects of media globalization 
on human affairs and communication, as well as the cultural-political implications for the United States 
and other countries around the world.

War, Journalism and the Shaping of the Twentieth Century

Turkey is on the front line of the war which is consuming Syria and the Middle East. Its role is 
complicated by the long-running conflict with the Kurds on the Syrian border - a war that has killed 
as many as 80,000 people over the last three decades. In 2011 President Erdogan promised to make 
a deal with the PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party), but the talks marked a descent into assassinations, 
suicide bombings and the killing of civilians on both sides. The Kurdish peace process finally collapsed 
in 2014 with the spillover of the Syrian civil war. With ISIS moving through northern Iraq, Turkey has 
declared war on Western allies such as the Kurdish YPG (People's Protection Unit) - the military who 
rescued the Yezidis and fought with US backing in Kobane. Frontline Turkey shows how the Kurds' 
relationship with Turkey is at the very heart of the Middle Eastern crisis, and documents, through 
front-line reporting, how Erdogan's failure to bring peace is the key to understanding current events 
in Middle East.

War, Media, and Propaganda

In his award-winning new collection, one of Hungary's top writers takes us to the edge--where fiction 
meets journalism

Frontline Turkey

The role of war correspondents is crucial to democracy and the publics discovery of the truth. Without 
them, the temptation to manipulate events with propaganda would be irresistible to politicians of all 
hues.It starts by examining how journalists have plied their trade over the years most particularly from 
the Crimean War onwards. Their impact on the conduct of war has been profound and the author, an 
experienced journalist, explains in his frank and readable manner how this influence has shaped the 
actions of politicians and military commanders. By the same token the media is a potentially valuable 
tool to those in authority and this two-way relationship is examined.Technical developments and 24 hour 
news have inevitably changed the nature of war reporting and their political masters ignore this at their 
peril and the author examines the key milestones on this road.Using his own and others experiences in 
recent conflicts, be they Korea, Falklands, Balkans, Iraq or Afghanistan, the author opens the readers 
eyes to an aspect of warfare that is all too often overlooked but can be crucial to the outcome. The 
publics attitude to the day-to-day conduct of war is becoming ever more significant and this fascinating 
book examines why.

The Most Beautiful Night of the Soul



"A riveting memoir of years of living dangerously."—Kirkus Reviews For the countless readers who have 
admired Philip Caputo's classic memoir of Vietnam, A Rumor of War, here is his powerful recounting of 
his life and adventures, updated with a foreword that assesses the state of the world and the journalist's 
art. As a journalist, Caputo has covered many of the world's troubles, and in Means of Escape, he tells 
the reader in moving and clear-eyed prose how he made himself into a writer, traveler, and observer 
with the nerve to put himself at the center of the world's conflicts. As a young reporter he investigated the 
Mafia in Chicago, earning acclaim as well as threats against his safety. Later, he rode camels through 
the desert and enjoyed Bedouin hospitality, was kidnapped and held captive by Islamic extremists, and 
was targeted and hit by sniper fire in Beirut, with memories of Vietnam never far from the surface. And 
after it all, he went into Afghanistan. Caputo's goal has always been to bear witness to the crimes, 
ambitions, fears, ferocities, and hopes of humanity. With Means of Escape, he has done so.

Dying for the Truth

50 of the world's best known reporters tell the story of what really happened in Iraq in this gripping and 
gritty narrative history of the war. They discuss the war, the violence they faced and how it impacted 
their work. But perhaps the most chilling observation is that most saw the disaster unfolding in Iraq 
long before they were allowed to report it. Includes contributions from New York Times correspondent 
Dexter Filkins, Pulitzer Prize winner Anthony Shadid and Independent reporter Patrick Cockburn, as 
well as 21 stunning full-colour photographs.

Means of Escape

You are being lied to by people who don't even exist. Digital deception is the new face of information 
warfare. Social media has been weaponised by states and commercial entities alike, as bots and trolls 
proliferate and users are left to navigate an infodemic of fake news and disinformation. In the Persian 
Gulf and the wider Middle East, where authoritarian regimes continue to innovate and adapt in the face 
of changing technology, online deception has reached new levels of audacity. From pro-Saudi entities 
that manipulate the tweets of the US president, to the activities of fake journalists and Western PR 
companies that whitewash human rights abuses, Marc Owen Jones' meticulous investigative research 
uncovers the full gamut of tactics used by Gulf regimes and their allies to deceive domestic and 
international audiences. In an age of global deception, this book charts the lengths bad actors will 
go to when seeking to impose their ideology and views on citizens around the world.

Reporting Iraq

‘Determination, grit and humour shine through’ Lindsey Hilsum, Observer Nineteen Arab women 
journalists speak out about what it’s like to report on their changing homelands in this first-of-its-kind 
essay collection. A growing number of intrepid Arab and Middle Eastern sahafiyat – female journalists – 
are working tirelessly to shape nuanced narratives about their changing homelands, often risking their 
lives on the front lines of war. Here, nineteen of these women tell us, in their own words, about what it’s 
like to report on conflicts that (quite literally) hit close to home. Their daring and heartfelt stories, told 
here for the first time, shatter stereotypes about the region’s women and provide an urgently needed 
perspective on a part of the world that is frequently misunderstood. With a foreword by CNN chief 
international anchor Christiane Amanpour. INCLUDING ESSAYS BY: Donna Abu-Nasr, Aida Alami, 
Hannah Allam, Jane Arraf, Lina Attalah, Nada Bakri, Shamael Elnoor, Zaina Erhaim, Asmaa al-Ghoul, 
Hind Hassan, Eman Helal, Zeina Karam, Roula Khalaf, Nour Malas, Hwaida Saad, Amira Al-Sharif, 
Heba Shibani, Lina Sinjab, and Natacha Yazbeck



Digital Authoritarianism in the Middle East

Based on first-hand reporting from Syria and Washington, journalist Reese Erlich unravels the complex 
dynamics underlying the Syrian civil war. Through vivid, on-the-ground accounts and interviews with 
both rebel leaders and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, Erlich gives the reader a better understand-
ing of this momentous power struggle and why it matters. Through his many contacts inside Syria, 
the author reveals who is supporting Assad and why; he describes the agendas of the rebel factions; 
and he depicts in stark terms the dire plight of many ordinary Syrian people caught in the cross-fire. 
The book also provides insights into the role of the Kurds, the continuing influence of Iran, and the 
policies of American leaders who seem interested only in protecting US regional interests. Disturbing 
and enlightening at once, this timely book shows you not only what is happening inside Syria but why 
it is so important for the Middle East, the US, and the world.

Our Women on the Ground

Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Communications - Movies and Television, grade: 
1,0, Northwestern University, language: English, abstract: World War II saw the beginning of radio 
broadcasting of wars. Walter Cronkite, stationed in London, reported from the city as it was hit by 
German bombers. He reported on the everyday life and suffering of the Londoners in his characteristic 
mixture of in-formativeness and gripping imagery. The reporter risked his life in standing on the roof of 
his hotel for better oversight of the nightly air raids and also for transmission reasons. Later in the war, 
Cronkite also accompanied British planes as they flew air raids against German cities, especially Berlin. 
What makes Cronkite’s reports so special is their gripping style and their deep humanism. Cronkite 
could narrate with an intensity that made it possible for the average American who had never left his 
country to actually feel the atmosphere of dread in London. This is a strength in a reporter, because 
it allows for an emotional involvement of the audience, beyond their intellectual understanding. Before 
the advent of the television, this was even more important. This does not mean, however, that today 
such a quality would be less important - the images transported by the camera need to be selected 
and put into context too. In that way Cronkite is still a role model for current journalism. The other stark 
point of this reporter was his deep respect for every human, every individual, nearly independent of 
his or her nationality. For me, it was amazing to hear Cronkite report with the same eye for suffering 
on London and Berlin, although he only saw the latter from above. However, he imagined the suffering 
there must be in the city, being one sea of flames after the raid. In my eyes, there is no higher praise 
for a reporter than to say he gave his audience a sense of humanity, a sense of the universality of the 
human struggle and suffering - such reporting goes far beyond what we can expect to see today, both 
in U.S. and German television.

Inside Syria

Having joined the BBC as a trainee in 1984, Jeremy Bowen first became a foreign correspondent four 
years later. He had witnessed violence already, both at home and abroad, but it wasn't until he covered 
his first war -- in El Salvador -- that he felt he had arrived. Armed with the fearlessness of youth he 
lived for the job, was in love with it, aware of the dangers but assuming the bullets and bombs were 
meant for others. In 2000, however, after eleven years in some of the world's most dangerous places, 
the bullets came too close for comfort, and a close friend was killed in Lebanon. This, and then the 
birth of his first child, began a process of reassessment that culminated in the end of the affair. Now, in 
his extraordinarily gripping and thought-provoking new book, he charts his progress from keen young 
novice whose first reaction to the sound of gunfire was to run towards it to the more circumspect veteran 
he is today. It will also discuss the changes that have taken place in the ways in which wars are reported 
over the course of his career, from the Gulf War to Bosnia, Afghanistan to Rwanda.

Journalism in Times of War

"The three gigantic media corporations, the BBC, CNN and Al-Jazeera, are largely responsible for 
refining and shaping our views of events in the world. Their informational and communicative arm 
is unprecedented in the history of human communication. This book deals with their Middle East 
coverage, particularly the Israeli-Palestinian struggle and the war in Iraq."--[book cover].

War Stories



These candid conversations capture the difficulties of reporting during crisis and war, particularly the 
tension between government and the press. The participants include distinguished journalists—Amer-
ican and foreign, print and broadcast—and prominent public officials, past and present. They illuminate 
the struggle to balance free speech and the right to know with the need to protect sensitive information 
in the national interest. As the Information Age collides with the War on Terrorism, that challenge 
becomes even more critical and daunting. "We are very careful in what we talk about publicly. We 
do not want to paint a picture for the bad guys. So we don't talk very much at all about what we're 
going to do going forward."—Victoria Clarke, Department of Defense "This was a war that was very 
different. It was conducted primarily by about 200 to 250 special forces soldiers on the ground. There 
were no reporters with those soldiers until after the fall of Kandahar, until the war was essentially over. 
There were no eyes and ears, and that's the way the Pentagon wants it."—John McWethy, ABC News 
"I covered Capitol Hill for a very long time and was always astounded by the nonpolitical motivation 
of a lot of people that are up there who really do want to make the world better, want to make the 
U.S. better. So don't come away believing that because there are political implications that there are 
always political motivations."—Candy Crowley, CNN "There is a feeling among the community, Muslim 
Americans, and also overseas that we might become the new enemy. But so far nobody knows whether 
it is just because of the war or if it's going to last."—Hafez Al-Mirazi, Al-Jazeera Cosponsored with the 
Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy at the Kennedy School, Harvard University.

News from the BBC, CNN, and Al-Jazeera

"Ever since its launch over a decade ago, Al-Jazeera has influenced broadcast journalism globally and 
transformed the Arab television news sphere. Its coverage of wars and conflicts in the region has earned 
the pan-Arabic news network many admirers and a few powerful adversaries, as Tal Samuel-Azran's 
book ably demonstrates. This is an empirically strong contribution to the literature on the politics of 
global news."---Daya Thussu, Professor of International Communication, University of Westminster, 
London --Book Jacket.

The Media and the War on Terrorism

The Media War in the Middle East
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