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Barbarism And Religion Vol 3: The First Decline And Fall offers an insightful exploration into the
complex historical dynamics that marked the initial stages of societal degradation and collapse. This
volume meticulously examines the intertwined roles of barbaric incursions and evolving religious
paradigms, showcasing how these forces contributed significantly to the unraveling of established
orders. It provides a crucial analysis of early historical transitions, shedding light on the mechanisms
behind the weakening and ultimate fall of ancient civilizations.
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Barbarism and Religion: Volume 3, The First Decline and Fall

'‘Barbarism and Religion' - Edward Gibbon's own phrase - is the title of a sequence of works by John
Pocock designed to situate Gibbon, and his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in a series of
contexts in the history of eighteenth-century Europe. This is a major intervention from one of the world's
leading historians, challenging the notion of any one 'Enlightenment’ and positing instead a plurality of
enlightenments, of which the English was one. The first two volumes of Barbarism and Religion were
warmly and widely reviewed, and won the Jacques Barzun Prize in Cultural History of the American
Philosophical Society. In this third volume in the sequence, The First Decline and Fall, John Pocock
offers an historical introduction to the first fourteen chapters of Gibbon's great work, recounting the end
of the classical civilisation Gibbon and his readers knew so much better than the worlds that followed.

Barbarism and Religion

In this first volume, The Enlightenments of Edward Gibbon, John Pocock follows Gibbon through his
youthful exile in Switzerland and his criticisms of the Encyclopédie and traces the growth of his historical
interests down to the conception of the Decline and Fall itself.

Barbarism and Religion

This is the third in a sequence of works by John Pocock designed to situate Edward Gibbon, and his
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in a series of contexts in the history of Europe. This is a major
intervention from one of the world's leading historians of ideas.

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 3, the First Decline and Fall

The third in the sequence, from one of the world's leading historians of ideas.


https://chilis.com.pe/search/barbarism-and-religion-vol-3
https://chilis.com.pe/search/barbarism-and-religion-vol-3
https://chilis.com.pe/search/historical-decline
https://chilis.com.pe/search/ancient-civilizations-fall
https://chilis.com.pe/search/religious-influence-history
https://chilis.com.pe/search/early-historical-periods
https://chilis.com.pe/search/early-historical-periods

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 4, Barbarians, Savages and Empires

'‘Barbarism and Religion' - Edward Gibbon's own phrase - is the title of a sequence of works by

John Pocock designed to situate Gibbon, and his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in a series
of contexts in the history of eighteenth-century Europe. In the fourth volume in the sequence, first
published in 2005, Pocock argues that barbarism was central to the history of western historiography, to
the history of the Enlightenment, and to Edward Gibbon himself. As a concept it was deeply problematic
to Enlightened historians seeking to understand their own civilised societies in the light of exposure to
newly discovered civilisations which were, until then, beyond the reach of history itself.

Barbarism and Religion

A major new sequence of works from one of the world's leading historians of ideas.

Barbarism and Religion

In this first volume, The Enlightenments of Edward Gibbon, John Pocock follows Gibbon through his
youthful exile in Switzerland and his criticisms of the Encyclopédie and traces the growth of his historical
interests down to the conception of the Decline and Fall itself.

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 6, Barbarism: Triumph in the West

This sixth and final volume in John Pocock's acclaimed sequence of works on Barbarism and Religion
examines Volumes Il and Il of Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, carrying
Gibbon's narrative to the end of empire in the west. It makes two general assertions: first, that this

is in reality a mosaic of narratives, written on diverse premises and never fully synthesized with one
another; and second, that these chapters assert a progress of both barbarism and religion from east
to west, leaving much history behind as they do so. The magnitude of Barbarism and Religion is
already apparent. Barbarism: Triumph in the West represents the culmination of a remarkable attempt
to discover and present what Gibbon was saying, what he meant by it, and why he said it in the ways
that he did, as well as an unparalleled contribution to the historiography of Enlightened Europe.

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 6, Barbarism: Triumph in the West

This sixth and final volume in John Pocock's acclaimed sequence of works on Barbarism and Religion
examines Volumes Il and Il of Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, carrying
Gibbon's narrative to the end of empire in the west. It makes two general assertions: first, that this

is in reality a mosaic of narratives, written on diverse premises and never fully synthesized with one
another; and second, that these chapters assert a progress of both barbarism and religion from east
to west, leaving much history behind as they do so. The magnitude of Barbarism and Religion is
already apparent. Barbarism: Triumph in the West represents the culmination of a remarkable attempt
to discover and present what Gibbon was saying, what he meant by it, and why he said it in the ways
that he did, as well as an unparalleled contribution to the historiography of Enlightened Europe.

Barbarism and Religion

In this first volume, The Enlightenments of Edward Gibbon, John Pocock follows Gibbon through his
youthful exile in Switzerland and his criticisms of the Encyclopédie and traces the growth of his historical
interests down to the conception of the Decline and Fall itself.

The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire Volume 8

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made



generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 6, Barbarism: Triumph in the West

This sixth and final volume in John Pocock's acclaimed sequence of works on Barbarism and Religion
examines Volumes Il and Il of Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, carrying
Gibbon's narrative to the end of empire in the west. It makes two general assertions: first, that this

is in reality a mosaic of narratives, written on diverse premises and never fully synthesized with one
another; and second, that these chapters assert a progress of both barbarism and religion from east
to west, leaving much history behind as they do so. The magnitude of Barbarism and Religion is
already apparent. Barbarism: Triumph in the West represents the culmination of a remarkable attempt
to discover and present what Gibbon was saying, what he meant by it, and why he said it in the ways
that he did, as well as an unparalleled contribution to the historiography of Enlightened Europe.

Barbarism and Religion

A major new sequence of works from one of the world's leading historians of ideas.

Barbarism and Religion: Volume 5, Religion: The First Triumph

This volume in John Pocock's acclaimed sequence on Barbarism and Religion examines Gibbon's
controversial treatment of the early Christian church.

The Fall of the Roman Empire

The essays collected in this book present the first comprehensiveappreciation of The Fall of the
Roman Empire fromhistorical, historiographical, and cinematic perspectives. The bookalso provides
the principal classical sources on the period. It isa companion to Gladiator: Film and History (Blackwell,
2004)and Spartacus: Film and History (Blackwell, 2007) andcompletes a triad of scholarly studies

on Hollywood’sgreatest films about Roman history. A critical re-evaluation of the 1964 epic film The
Fall ofthe Roman Empire, directed by Anthony Mann, fromhistorical, film-historical, and contemporary
points of view Presents a collection of scholarly essays and classical sourceson the period of Roman
history that ancient and modern historianshave considered to be the turning point toward the eventual
fall ofRome Contains a short essay by director Anthony Mann Includes a map of the Roman Empire
and film stills, as well astranslations of the principal ancient sources, an extensivebibliography, and a
chronology of events

The Cambridge Companion to Edward Gibbon

Provides an accessible overview of the achievement of Edward Gibbon (1737-94), one of the world's
greatest historians.

Race, Nation, History

In Race, Nation, History, Oded Y. Steinberg examines the way a series of nineteenth-century scholars
in England and Germany first constructed and then questioned the periodization of history into ancient,
medieval, and modern eras, shaping the way we continue to think about the past and present of Western
civilization at a fundamental level. Steinberg explores this topic by tracing the deep connections
between the idea of epochal periodization and concepts of race and nation that were prevalent at the
time—especially the role that Germanic or Teutonic tribes were assumed to play in the unfolding of
Western history. Steinberg shows how English scholars such as Thomas Arnold, Williams Stubbs, and
John Richard Green; and German scholars such as Christian Karl Josias von Bunsen, Max Muller, and
Reinhold Pauli built on the notion of a shared Teutonic kinship to establish a correlation between the
division of time and the ascent or descent of races or nations. For example, although they viewed the
Germanic tribes' conquest of the Roman Empire in A.D. 476 as a formative event that symbolized the
transformation from antiquity to the Middle Ages, they did so by highlighting the injection of a new and
dominant ethnoracial character into the decaying empire. But they also rejected the idea that the fifth
century A.D. was the most decisive era in historical periodization, advocating instead for a historical
continuity that emphasized the significance of the Germanic tribes' influence on the making of the
nations of modern Europe. Concluding with character studies of E. A. Freeman, James Bryce, and J.



B. Bury, Steinberg demonstrates the ways in which the innovative schemes devised by this community
of Victorian historians for the division of historical time relied on the cornerstone of race.

Before the Deluge

Ever since the French Revolution, Madame de Pompadour's comment, "Apres moi, le déluge" (after
me, the deluge), has looked like a callous if accurate prophecy of the political cataclysms that began in
1789. But decades before the Bastille fell, French writers had used the phrase to describe a different
kind of selfish recklessness--not toward the flood of revolution but, rather, toward the flood of public
debt. In Before the Deluge, Michael Sonenscher examines these fears and the responses to them,
and the result is nothing less than a new way of thinking about the intellectual origins of the French
Revolution. In this nightmare vision of the future, many prerevolutionary observers predicted that the
pressures generated by modern war finance would set off a chain of debt defaults that would either
destroy established political orders or cause a sudden lurch into despotic rule. Nor was it clear that
constitutional government could keep this possibility at bay. Constitutional government might make
public credit more secure, but public credit might undermine constitutional government itself. Before
the Deluge examines how this predicament gave rise to a widespread eighteenth-century interest in
figuring out how to establish and maintain representative governments able to realize the promise of
public credit while avoiding its peril. By doing so, the book throws new light on a neglected aspect of
modern political thought and on the French Revolution.

From Gibbon to Auden

For several decades G. W. Bowersock has been one of our leading historians of the classical world.
This volume collects seventeen of his essays, each illustrating how the classical past has captured
the imagination of some of the greatest figures in modern historiography and literature. The essays
here range across three centuries, the eighteenth to the twentieth, and are divided chronologically. The
great Enlightenment historian Edward Gibbon is in large part the unifying force of this collection as he
appears prominently in the first four essays, beginning with Bowersock's engaging introduction to the
methods and genius behind The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Gibbon's profound influence
is revealed in subsequent essays on Jacob Burckhardt, the nineteenth-century scholar famous for his
history of the Italian Renaissance but whose work on late antiquity is only now being fully appreciated;
the modern Greek poet Constantine Cavafy, whose annotations on Gibbon's Decline and Fall tell us
much about his own historical poems; and finally W. H. Auden, whose poem and little known essay
"The Fall of Rome" were, in quirky ways, tributes to Gibbon. The collection reprints Auden's poem and
essay in full. The result is a rich survey of the early modern and modern uses of the classical past by
one of its most important contemporary commentators.

The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome

The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome is the clearest and most accessible guide

to the world of classical antiquity ever produced. This multivolume reference work is a comprehen-
sive overview of the major cultures of the classical Mediterranean world--Greek, Hellenistic, and
Roman--from the Bronze Age to the fifth century CE. It also covers the legacy of the classical world
and its interpretation and influence in subsequent centuries. The Encyclopedia brings the work of the
best classical scholars, archaeologists, and historians together in an easy-to-use format. The articles,
written by leading scholars in the field, seek to convey the significance of the people, places, and
historical events of classical antiquity, together with its intellectual and material culture. Broad overviews
of literature, history, archaeology, art, philosophy, science, and religion are complimented by articles
on authors and their works, literary genres and periods, historical figures and events, archaeologists
and archaeological sites, artists and artistic themes and materials, philosophers and philosophical
schools, scientists and scientific areas, gods, heroes, and myths. Areas covered include: - Greek and
Latin Literature - Authors and Their Works - Historical Figures and Events - Religion and Mythology -
Art, Artists, Artistic Themes, and Materials - Archaeology, Philosophers, and Philosophical Schools -
Science and Technology - Politics, Economics, and Society - Material Culture and Everyday Life

Late Roman Towns in Britain

In this book, Adam Rogers examines the late Roman phases of towns in Britain. Critically analysing
the archaeological notion of decline, he focuses on public buildings, which played an important role,
administrative and symbolic, within urban complexes. Arguing against the interpretation that many



of these monumental civic buildings were in decline or abandoned in the later Roman period, he
demonstrates that they remained purposeful spaces and important centres of urban life. Through a
detailed assessment of the archaeology of late Roman towns, this book argues that the archaeological
framework of decline does not permit an adequate and comprehensive understanding of the towns
during this period. Moving beyond the idea of decline, this book emphasises a longer-term perspective
for understanding the importance of towns in the later Roman period.

The Archaeology of Roman Britain

Within the colonial history of the British Empire there are difficulties in reconstructing the lives of people
that came from very different traditions of experience. The Archaeology of Roman Britain argues that
a similar critical approach to the lives of people in Roman Britain needs to be developed, not only for
the study of the local population but also those coming into Britain from elsewhere in the Empire who
developed distinctive colonial lives. This critical, biographical approach can be extended and applied
to places, structures, and things which developed in these provincial contexts as they were used and
experienced over time. This book uniquely combines the study of all of these elements to access the
character of Roman Britain and the lives, experiences, and identities of people living there through
four centuries of occupation. Drawing on the concept of the biography and using it as an analytical tool,
author Adam Rogers situates the archaeological material of Roman Britain within the within the political,
geographical, and temporal context of the Roman Empire. This study will be of interest to scholars of
Roman archaeology, as well as those working in biographical themes, issues of colonialism, identity,
ancient history, and classics.

Lineages of European Political Thought

This book examines some of the salient historiographical and conceptual issues that animate current
scholarly debates about the nature of the medieval contribution to modern Western political ideas

Edward Gibbon and the Shape of History

Edward Gibbon's presentation of character in both the 'History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire' and in his posthumously published 'Memoirs' demonstrates a prevailing interest in the values
of transcendent heroism and individual liberty, but also an insistent awareness of the dangers these
values pose to coherence and narrative order. Roberts explores the 'Decline and Fall' as a work of
scholarship and of literature, tracing both its expansive outline and its expressive detalils.

Juvenescence

Argues that humanity is growing steadily younger, as society retains more physical and mental
characteristics of youth, which is a luxury required for flashes of genius and innovative drive.

The Rhetoric of Tenses in Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations

An examination of the language and style of the work to demonstrate Smith’s engagement with the
challenges which history and actuality offer to his beliefs in the natural system of liberty.

City of Demons

Although it would appear in studies of late antique ecclesiastical authority and power that scholars
have covered everything, an important aspect of the urban bishop has long been neglected: his

role as demonologist and exorcist. When the emperor Constantine made Christianity the official
religion of the realm, bishops and priests everywhere struggledE to OChristianizeO the urban spaces
still dominated by Greco-Roman monuments and festivals. During this period of upheaval, when
congregants seemingly attended everything but their own OorthodoxO church, many ecclesiastical
leaders began simultaneously to promote aggressive and insidious depictions of the demonic. In City
of Demons, Dayna S. Kalleres investigates this developing discourse and the church-sponsored rituals
that went along with it, showing how shifting ecclesiastical demonologies and evolving practices of
exorcism profoundly shaped Christian life in the fourth century.

Common Law and Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750



A study of how English legal culture, with its strong emphasis on common law, engaged with the new
ideas of the Enlightenment.

Reimagining Politics after the Terror

In the wake of the Terror, France's political and intellectual elites set out to refound the Republic

and, in so doing, reimagined the nature of the political order. They argued vigorously over imperial
expansion, constitutional power, personal liberty, and public morality. In Reimagining Politics after the
Terror, Andrew Jainchill rewrites the history of the origins of French Liberalism by telling the story

of France's underappreciated "republican moment" during the tumultuous years between 1794 and
Napoleon's declaration of a new French Empire in 1804. Examining a wide range of political and
theoretical debates, Jainchill offers a compelling reinterpretation of the political culture of post-Terror
France and of the establishment of Napoleon's Consulate. He also provides new readings of works by
the key architects of early French Liberalism, including Germaine de Staél, Benjamin Constant, and, in
the epilogue, Alexis de Tocqueville. The political culture of the post-Terror period was decisively shaped
by the classical republican tradition of the early modern Atlantic world and, as Jainchill persuasively
argues, constituted France's "Machiavellian Moment." Out of this moment, a distinctly French version
of liberalism began to take shape. Reimagining Politics after the Terror is essential reading for anyone
concerned with the history of political thought, the origins and nature of French Liberalism, and the end
of the French Revolution.

Late Antiquity in Contemporary Debate

Late Antiquity, once known only as the period of protracted decline in the ancient world (Bas-Empire),
has now become a major research area. In recent years, a wide-ranging historiographic debate on
Late Antiquity has also begun. Replacing Gibbon’s categories of decline and decadence with those of
continuity and transformation has not only brought to the fore the concept of the Late Roman period,
but has made the alleged hiatus between the Roman, Byzantine and Mediaeval ages less important,
while also driving to the margins the question of the end of the Roman Empire. This has broadened
the scope of research on Late Antiquity enormously and made the issue of periodization of crucial
significance. The resulting debate has escaped the confines of Europe and now embraces almost all
historiographic cultures around the world. This book sheds new light on this debate, collecting papers
given at the 22nd International Congress of Historical Sciences (CISH/ICHS) in Jinan, China. They
recall key moments of the discovery of the world of Late Antiquity, and show how it is possible to
reach a definition of an age, analysing different sectors of history, using disparate sources, and with
the guidance of very varied interpretative models.

Translatio Studiorum

The present volume collects seventeen case studies that characterize the various kinds of translationes
of the European culture of the last two and a half millennia from ancient Greece to Rome, from the
Medieval world to the Renaissance up to the Modernity.

A Companion to Hobbes

Offers comprehensive treatment of Thomas Hobbes’s thought, providing readers with different ways of
understanding Hobbes as a systematic philosopher As one of the founders of modern political philos-
ophy, Thomas Hobbes is best known for his ideas regarding the nature of legitimate government and
the necessity of society submitting to the absolute authority of sovereign power. Yet Hobbes produced
a wide range of writings, from translations of texts by Homer and Thucydides, to interpretations of
Biblical books, to works devoted to geometry, optics, morality, and religion. Hobbes viewed himself

as presenting a unified method for theoretical and practical science—an interconnected system of
philosophy that provides many entry points into his thought. A Companion to Hobbes is an expertly
curated collection of essays offering close textual engagement with the thought of Thomas Hobbes

in his major works while probing his ideas regarding natural philosophy, mathematics, human nature,
civil philosophy, religion, and more. The Companion discusses the ways in which scholars have tried
to understand the unity and diversity of Hobbes’s philosophical system and examines the reception of
the different parts of Hobbes'’s philosophy by thinkers such as René Descartes, Margaret Cavendish,
David Hume, and Immanuel Kant. Presenting a diversity of fresh perspectives by both emerging and
established scholars, this volume: Provides a comprehensive treatment of Hobbes’s thought in his
works, including Elements of Law, Elements of Philosophy, and Leviathan Explores the connecting



points between Hobbes’ metaphysics, epistemology, mathematics, natural philosophy, morality, and
civil philosophy Offers readers strategies for understanding how the parts of Hobbes’s philosophical
system fit together Examines Hobbes’s philosophy of mathematics and his attempts to understand
geometrical objects and definitions Considers Hobbes’s philosophy in contexts such as the natural
state of humans, gender relations, and materialist worldviews Challenges conceptions of Hobbes'’s
moral theory and his views about the rights of sovereigns Part of the acclaimed Blackwell Companions
to Philosophy series, A Companion to Hobbes is an invaluable resource for scholars and advanced
students of Early modern thought, particularly those from disciplines such as History of Philosophy,
Political Philosophy, Intellectual History, History of Politics, Political Theory, and English.

The Science of Culture in Enlightenment Germany

In the late 1770s, as a wave of revolution and republican unrest swept across Europe, scholars
looked with urgency on the progress of European civilization. Carhart examines their approaches to
understanding human development by investigating the invention of a new analytic category, "culture.”

Broken Cities

Drawing on literature, legal texts, epigraphic evidence, and the narratives embodied in monuments and
painting, Broken Cities is an expansive and nuanced study that holds great significance for the field of
historiography.

American Zion

DIV The Bible has always been an integral part of American political culture. Yet in the years before
the Civil War, it was the Old Testament, not the New Testament, that pervaded political rhetoric. From
Revolutionary times through about 1830, numerous American politicians, commentators, ministers,
and laymen depicted their young nation as a new, God-chosen Israel and relied on the Old Testament
for political guidance. In this original book, historian Eran Shalev closely examines how this powerful
predilection for Old Testament narratives and rhetoric in early America shaped a wide range of debates
and cultural discussions—from republican ideology, constitutional interpretation, southern slavery, and
more generally the meaning of American nationalism to speculations on the origins of American Indians
and to the emergence of Mormonism. Shalev argues that the effort to shape the United States as

a biblical nation reflected conflicting attitudes within the culture—proudly boastful on the one hand
but uncertain about its abilities and ultimate destiny on the other. With great nuance, American Zion
explores for the first time the meaning and lasting effects of the idea of the United States as a new
Israel and sheds new light on our understanding of the nation’s origins and culture during the founding
and antebellum decades. /div

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire;

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Scottish Philosophy in the Eighteenth Century

‘A History of Scottish Philosophy' is a series of collaborative studies, each volume being devoted to

a specific period. This volume focuses on the intellectual context, and influence of Hutcheson, Hume,
Smith, and Reid; moral and political philosophy, the sciences of man, and religion. The chapters explore
the distinctively Scottish context of the Scottish Enlightenment, and juxtapose the work of canonical
philosophers with contemporaries now very seldom read.



Constitutional Moments

“Constitution” is a rich term in Western political culture, encompassing political and juridical doctrine
as well as government practices through the ages. This volume examines “constitutional moments” in
history, those occasions or episodes when significant steps were taken in the definition or redefinition of
polities. Their actors were writers or politicians, rulers or ruled, who found inspiration in a distant past or
instead looked towards a future to be drawn anew. This book sheds light on such moments from Ancient
Greece to the present day, mostly in Europe but also in the Ottoman world and the Americas, thereby
uncovering a revealing variety of constitutional thinking and action throughout history. Contributors are:
Jon Arrieta, Niall Bond, Luc Brisson, Peter Cholakov, Nora Chonowski, Angela De Benedictis, F. Sinem
Eryilmaz, Hakon Evju, Pablo Fernandez Albaladejo, Javier FernAndez Sebastian, Merieke Gebhardt,
Xavier Gil, Mark J. Hill, Ferenc Horcher, Jaska Kainulainen, Thomas Lorman, Adriana Luna-Fabritius,
Ere Nokkala, Brian Kjaer Olesen, Andras Pap, Nikola Regent, Alberto Mariano Rodriguez Martinez,
Pablo Sanchez Ledn, José Reis Santos, and Ersin Yildiz.

The Oxford World History of Empire

This is the first world history of empire, reaching from the third millennium BCE to the present.

By combining synthetic surveys, thematic comparative essays, and numerous chapters on specific
empires, its two volumes provide unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout history and across
continents, from Asia to Europe and from Africa to the Americas. Only a few decades ago empire
was believed to be a thing of the past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most
enduring forms of political organization and power. We cannot understand the dynamics and resilience
of empire without moving decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular periods, such
as the relatively short age of European colonialism. The history of empire, as these volumes amply
demonstrate, needs to be drawn on the much broader canvas of global history. Volume Two: The History
of Empires tracks the protean history of political domination from the very beginnings of state formation
in the Bronze Age up to the present. Case studies deal with the full range of the historical experience of
empire, from the realms of the Achaemenids and Asoka to the empires of Mali and Songhay, and from
ancient Rome and China to the Mughals, American settler colonialism, and the Soviet Union. Forty-five
chapters detailing the history of individual empires are tied together by a set of global synthesizing
surveys that structure the world history of empire into eight chronological phases.

Rethinking Lessing's Laocoon

Gotthold Ephraim Lessing first published Laokoon, oder uber die Grenzen der Mahlerey und Poesie
(Laocoon, or on the Limits of Painting and Poetry) in 1766. Over the last 250 years, Lessing's essay
has exerted an incalculable influence on western critical thinking. Not only has it directed the history
of post-Enlightenment aesthetics, it has also shaped the very practices of 'poetry’ and 'painting’ in a
myriad of different ways. In this anthology of specially commissioned chapters - comprising the first ever
edited book on the Laocoon in English - a range of leading critical voices has been brought together to
reassess Lessing's essay on its 250th anniversary. Combining perspectives from multiple disciplines
(including classics, intellectual history, philosophy, aesthetics, media studies, comparative literature,
and art history), the book explores the Laocoon from a plethora of critical angles. Chapters discuss
Lessing's interpretation of ancient art and poetry, the cultural backdrops of the eighteenth century,
and the validity of the Laocoon's observations in the fields of aesthetics, semiotics, and philosophy.
The volume shows how the Laocoon exploits Greek and Roman models to sketch the proper spatial
and temporal 'limits' (Grenzen) of what Lessing called 'poetry' and 'painting’; at the same time it
demonstrates how Lessing's essay is embedded within Enlightenment theories of art, perception, and
historical interpretation, as well as within nascent eighteenth-century ideas about the 'scientific’ study of
Classical antiquity (Altertumswissenschaft). To engage critically with the Laocoon, and to make sense
of its legacy over the last 250 years, consequently involves excavating various ‘classical presences'
by looking back to the Graeco-Roman past, the volume demonstrates, Lessing forged a whole new
tradition of modern aesthetics.
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