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Surviving In Symbols A Visit To The Pictish Nation
#Pictish Nation #Pictish symbols #ancient Scotland #Scottish history #Celtic art 

Embark on a captivating journey to the Pictish Nation, exploring the enigmatic world of their symbols. 
Discover how this ancient Scottish civilization communicated and preserved their legacy through 
intricate carvings, offering a unique insight into their enduring culture and art.

Every paper is peer-reviewed and sourced from credible academic platforms.

We truly appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Visit Pictish Nation you need is ready to access instantly.
Every visitor is welcome to download it for free, with no charges at all.

The originality of the document has been carefully verified.
We focus on providing only authentic content as a trusted reference.
This ensures that you receive accurate and valuable information.

We are happy to support your information needs.
Don’t forget to come back whenever you need more documents.
Enjoy our service with confidence.

In digital libraries across the web, this document is searched intensively.
Your visit here means you found the right place.
We are offering the complete full version Visit Pictish Nation for free.

Surviving in Symbols

Misunderstood and misinterpreted, the Picts have fascinated scholars for centuries. But, with new 
archaeological research, the 'material culture' of the Picts - their settlement, ways of life and burial 
practice - is slowly coming into focus and is fully represented in this fascinating book.

Surviving in Symbols

This study of the Picts aims to clarify the debate over their provenance, influence and eventual 
disappearance as they were subsumed into the greater Scottish ethnic mix with the arrival of the 
Vikings. It forms part of The Making of Scotland series.

The Picts of Scotland

Once the dominant culture in the northern reaches of the British Isles, the Picts, renowned for the 
blue tattoos that gave them their name, were known as a formidable enemy by the armies of Roman 
Emperor Severus. Their prominence rose as early as 350 BC and continued until at least AD 900. 
Then, 1,100 years ago, they vanished from history. Although many consider them the predecessors of 
modern Scots, little is known about them outside of limited archaeological artefacts and mentions of 
them left by the Romans. In this thorough and compelling exploration of extant historical sources, we 
finally have a clearer picture of this enigmatic people. Clayton N. Donoghue argues that much of what 
we consider culturally Scottish actually has its roots in the Picts, and that they had a more dynamic 
and rich culture than previously thought. This book fills in the gaps and helps to paint a clearer picture 
of a people that the Romans considered ferocious savages living in a desolate and frozen waste land. 
As we now know, this couldn’t be further from the truth.

The Politics of Heritage

This collection explores how the heritage industry and cultural policy have responded to questions of 
nation and national identity

From Caledonia to Pictland
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Shortlisted for the 2009 Saltire Society History Book of the Yea. rFrom Caledonia to Pictland examines 
the transformation of Iron Age northern Britain into a land of Christian kingdoms, long before 'Scotland' 
came into existence. Perched at the edge of the western Roman Empire, northern Britain was not 
unaffected by the experience, and became swept up in the great tide of processes which gave rise to 
the early medieval West. Like other places, the country experienced social and ethnic metamorphoses, 
Christianisation, and colonization by dislocated outsiders, but northern Britain also has its own unique 
story to tell in the first eight centuries AD.This book is the first detailed political history to treat these 
centuries as a single period, with due regard for Scotland's position in the bigger story of late Antique 
transition. From Caledonia to Pictland charts the complex and shadowy processes which saw the 
familiar Picts, Northumbrians, North Britons and Gaels of early Scottish history become established 
in the country, the achievements of their foremost political figures, and their ongoing links with the 
world around them. It is a story that has become much revised through changing trends in scholarly 
approaches to the challenging evidence, and that transformation too is explained for the benefit of 
students and general readers.

The Legend of John Macnab

John Sandiman is a librarian at a run-down Glasgow college full of feckless students and overseen by 
hopeless jobsworths. Fed up with his job, still mourning the cowardly way that Jessica, his ex-girlfriend, 
dumped him and bemoaning the apathy of the Scots, Sandiman dreams of the time when Caledonia 
was led by kings. So when Natalie, his colleague and drinking buddy, mentions something called The 
Book of Deer, he takes no notice. After all, there’s little a librarian can do to change the world. Or is 
there? What Sandiman did not anticipate was that a fictional character from Scotland’s past would come 
vibrantly to life, hurling him into a quest to face his own past and change his country’s future. Spanning 
two millennia from the sea kingdom of Dalriada to the Scottish referendum of 1997, The Legend of 
John Macnab takes readers behind events they thought they knew and brings them face-to-face with 
a forgotten icon more splendid than the Stone of Destiny.

Between the Wind and the Water

The archaeological sites of Orkney give us an unparalleled glimpse into prehistory. Inscribed as the 
'Heart of Neolithic Orkney' World Heritage Site in 1999, four great monuments - the village of Skara 
Brae, the Ring of Brodgar, the Stones of Stenness and the burial mound of Maeshowe - are also at the 
center of the archipelago's story. This book looks at what makes these monuments so special. Caroline 
Wickham-Jones explores the Neolithic world in which they were built, how they came to be a focus 
through the ages, and what they mean today. Picts, saints, Vikings, antiquarians and tourists populate 
Orkney's past: a history which is channeled through these 'dances of stones'. This new second edition 
replaces the highly successful and widely used first edition, which sold over 1,000 copies. The text has 
been fully updated to take account of recent discoveries and research including the now world famous 
site Ness of Brodgar. In addition there are over thirty new images including stunning photographs of 
Orkney's archaeology and landscape.

The Birsay Bay Project

The Brough of Birsay was the power-center of the Viking earldom of Orkney and is one of Historic 
Environment Scotland’s key monuments and visitor attractions on the islands. This publication is the 
culmination of 60 years of investigations that took place on the site between 1954 and 2014. This 
new volume incorporates comprehensive accounts of work undertaken by Dr Ralegh Radford and Mr 
Stewart Cruden between 1954 and 1964, excavations by the Viking and Early Settlement Research 
Project under the direction of the author on site between 1974 and 1981, a rescue excavation in 
1993, a geophysical survey in 2007 and archival research up to 2014. Specialist artefactual and 
palaeobiological studies of metallurgical material, ogham inscriptions and a gilt-bronze mount of Insular 
origin are included, together with re-analysis of the radiocarbon dates from all sites in Birsay Bay, and 
a re-assessment of the architecture and dating of the church and related buildings on the Brough itself. 
The final two chapters put the Brough, as both a Pictish power-center and the hub of the Viking earldom, 
in the overall context of Birsay Bay and Viking and late Norse Orkney, and the wider world between the 
Pictish and late Norse/Medieval periods. As well as being the author’s third and final volume reporting 
on work for the Birsay Bay Project, this volume completes a trilogy of studies of the Brough itself, 
alongside Mrs Cecil Curle’s and Prof John Hunter’s earlier monographs.



Islands of the Evening

'[an] exploration of Scotland's past through the eyes of a scholarly hiker ... Magnificent' - New 
Statesman, Books of the Year Fourteen centuries ago, Irish saints journeyed to the Hebrides and 
Scotland's Atlantic shore. They sought spiritual solitude in remote places, but their mission was also to 
spread the word of God to the peoples of Scotland. Columba was the most famous of these pioneers 
who rowed their curraghs towards danger and uncertainty in a pagan land, but the many others are 
now largely forgotten. Alistair Moffat sets off in search of these elusive figures. As he follows in their 
footsteps, he finds their traces not so much in tangible remains as in the spirit and memory of the 
places that lay at the very edge of their world.

History of the Celts

Despite all the books that have been written on the Celts there is still new material to learn about these 
mysterious people who lived in Europe 2,000 years ago. In this book you will see for yourself just how 
much there is to discover. It is written in an easy, light manner that anyone can enjoy and is short enough 
that it won't take long to get through. The objective of this story is to provide a fresh perspective and to 
dispell some old beliefs; especially in areas like the Druids. They were not that bizarre as many have 
come to believe. Sit back and be pleasantly surprised....

In Search of Angels

“This account of four west coast journeys in search of the remnants of the earliest Christian missionaries 
is intriguing . . . Moffat is an engaging guide.” —The Scotsman Fourteen centuries ago, Irish saints 
brought the Word of God to the Hebrides and Scotland’s Atlantic shore. These “white martyrs” sought 
solitude, remoteness, even harshness, in places apart from the world where they could fast, pray and 
move closer to an understanding of God: places where they could see angels. Columba, who founded 
the famous monastery at Iona, was the most well-known of these courageous men who rowed their 
curraghs towards danger and uncertainty in a pagan land, but the many others are now largely forgotten 
by history. In this book, Alistair Moffat journeys from the island of Eileach an Naoimh at the mouth of the 
Firth of Lorne to Lismore, Iona and then north to Applecross, searching for traces of these extraordinary 
men. He finds them not often in any tangible remains, but in the spirit of the islands and remote places 
where they passed their exemplary lives. Brendan, Moluag, Columba, Maelrubha and others brought 
the Gaelic language and echoes of how the saints saw their world can still be heard in its cadences. And 
the tradition of great piety endures. “This account of four journeys to three small islands and a remote 
peninsula in the Scottish north-west has an air of exotic adventure.” —The Times Literary Supplement 
“I was drawn to Moffat’s personal response to pilgrimage as he retraced the spiritual journeys of the 
early monks . . . This delightful book is part history, part pilgrimage.” —Church Times

Worlds of Arthur

King Arthur is probably the most famous and certainly the most legendary medieval king. From the 
early ninth century through the middle ages, to the Arthurian romances of Victorian times, the tales 
of this legendary figure have blossomed and multiplied. And in more recent times, there has been a 
continuous stream of books claiming to have discovered the 'facts' about, or to unlock the secret or 
truth behind, the 'once and future king'. Broadly speaking, there are two Arthurs. On the one hand is the 
traditional 'historical' Arthur, waging a doomed struggle to save Roman civilization against the relentless 
Anglo-Saxon tide during the darkest years of the Dark Ages. On the other is the Arthur of myth and 
legend - accompanied by a host of equally legendary people, places, and stories: Lancelot, Guinevere, 
Galahad and Gawain, Merlin, Excalibur, the Lady in the Lake, the Sword in the Stone, Camelot, the 
Round Table. The big problem with all this is that 'King Arthur' might well never have existed. And if he did 
exist, it is next to impossible to say anything at all about him. As this challenging new look at the Arthur 
legend makes clear, all books claiming to reveal 'the truth' behind King Arthur can safely be ignored. 
Not only the 'red herrings' in the abundant pseudo-historical accounts, even the 'historical' Arthur is 
largely a figment of the imagination: the evidence that we have - whether written or archaeological - is 
simply incapable of telling us anything detailed about the Britain in which he is supposed to have lived, 
fought, and died. The truth, as Guy Halsall reveals in this fascinating investigation, is both radically 
different - and also a good deal more intriguing.

The Age of the Picts



The Pictish nation, forged in the shadow of the Roman empire, was the dominant power in northern 
Britain for more than five hundred years. Those who have tailed to find a satisfactory account of Pictish 
history will find this book invaluable. It provides a fresh look at the whole Pictish story, placing it firmly 
in its true historical context and reassessing topics such as the legend of Drust son of Erp and St 
Columba's mission to the Picts. There are unusual but useful comparisons with contemporary events 
in Wales and England as well as new and controversial interpretations of Sueno's Stone and Pictish 
symbols, and a fresh explanation of what happened in 843 when the Scots took over Pictland. Illustrated 
throughout by over forty maps, photographs and line illustrations, The Age of the Picts is a stimulating 
survey which will interest not only the student of Dark Age history but also anyone fascinated by the 
mystery of the Picts.

The Alistair Moffat History Collection

Uncover the story of Scotland with Alistair Moffat's history collection. From the Ice Age to the modern 
day, this bundle leaves no stone unturned. Journey through the long-lost kingdoms of Roman times and 
the Dark Ages, uncover the bloodshed wrought by the Border Reivers for two centuries, track down 
the true King Arthur, and learn the true story of how Scotland became the nation it is today. 'Moffat 
plunders the facts and fables to create a richly-detailed and comprehensive analysis of a nation's past' 
– Scots Magazine Titles included in this bundle are: The Faded Map Arthur and the Lost Kingdoms The 
Reivers Scotland: A History From Earliest Times

The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland

No further information has been provided for this title.

The Pictish Nation

When the Romans withdrew from Britain, the north of the country was ruled by the most mysterious 
of the ancient British races, the Picts. Much of what is known about these “painted” warriors, comes 
from the remains of the fortifications that they left scattered around Scotland. Although the Picts are 
famous as sea raiders, they were also subjected to attacks from a number of opponents. To their south, 
the Romano-British reoccupied the abandoned Roman fortifications and hired Saxon mercenaries to 
strike against the Picts. Meanwhile, from the west a new group, the Scoti, attacked from Ireland. This 
book covers the fortification of the ancient Picts in all their conflicts and discusses the importance of 
these sites as religious centres and seats of power, while using the latest archeological evidence to 
help unravel the mystery of this ancient race.

Strongholds of the Picts

The royal centre of Forteviot in Strathearn, Perthshire is one of the most famous early medieval sites 
in Scotland. It has traditionally been regarded as a royal capital, first of the powerful Pictish kingdom of 
Fortriu and then of the early Scots. But the royal centre is poorly understood. Much of it disappeared in 
the early 19th century, swept away by the Water of May, leaving only fragmentary sculpture. However, 
the function, date, and iconography of the magnificent arch, discovered in the river bed in 1836, have 
until now remained obscure. This first full-scale study of this famous site sheds new light on Pictish 
kingship and the Church, enabling one of the most powerful Pictish kings, Unuist son of Uurguist, to 
emerge from the shadows of historical obscurity.

Forteviot

Excerpt from The Pictish Nation: Its People Its Church A history of the Nation and Church of the Picts 
is centuries overdue. Others have contemplated the task; but they shrank from it almost as soon as 
they began to enter the maze of deliberately corrupted versions of ancient manuscripts, of spurious 
memoranda introduced into ancient documents, of alleged donations to Gaidheals or Scots of what 
had been Pictish property, and of fabulous claims to great antiquity made for pretended missions of the 
Church of Rome to the Britons, the Picts, and the Scots. To these the late Dr. Wm. F. Skene referred 
when he stated, in spite of his regard for the Scotic ecclesiastics, that 'the fictitious antiquity given 
by Roman ecclesiastics to the settlement of the Scots is accompanied by 'a supposed introduction of 
Christianity, by Roman agents, equally devoid of historic foundation.' Several mediaeval fabricators of 
early history are now known and have been exposed. The late Bishop Forbes timidly drew attention to 
the fabulists employed by the prelates of Armagh, York, and Glasgow, in the interests of their Sees and 



the claims of their Churches to antiquity and primacy. These fabulists were sometimes more honest 
under one employer than under another. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

The Pictish Nation

The Picts were an ancient nation who ruled most of northern and eastern Scotland during the Dark 
Ages. Despite their historical importance, they remain shrouded in myth and misconception. Absorbed 
by the kingdom of the Scots in the ninth century, they lost their unique identity, their language and 
their vibrant artistic culture. Amongst their few surviving traces are standing stones decorated with 
incredible skill and covered with enigmatic symbols - vivid memorials of a powerful and gifted people 
who bequeathed no chronicles to tell their story, no sagas to describe the deed of their kings and 
heroes. In this book Tim Clarkson pieces together the evidence to tell the story of this mysterious 
people from their emergence in Roman times to their eventual disappearance.

The Picts

Stuart McHardy examines the Pictish symbols which have been discovered on various items across 
Scotland. The book sets out a cohesive interpretation of the Pictish past, using a variety of both temporal 
and geographical sources. This interpretation serves as a backdrop for his analysis of the symbols 
themselves, providing a context for his suggestion that there was an underlying series of ideas and 
beliefs behind the creation of the symbols.

Pagan Symbols of the Picts

First mentioned by name in AD 297, the Picts inhabited Northern Britain from the end of the 3rd century 
AD to the 9th. They rose to power in the devastation following Emperor Septimus Severus's repression 
of the Caledonians in AD 208, and dominated Northern Britain for over 500 years, before vanishing 
mysteriously. The Picts represent a high point of Celtic civilisation, remaining free and unconquered 
beyond the borders of the Roman world, and rising to become the first barbarians to form a recognisable 
'nation'. This title takes a detailed look at their origins, and examines Pictish heroic and warrior society, 
covering education and training, appearance and equipment, the status of women, and the experience 
of battle.

Pictish Warrior AD 297-841

Interdisciplinary studies are increasingly widely recognised as being among the most fruitful approach-
es to generating original perspectives on the medieval past. In this major collection of 27 papers, 
contributors transcend traditional disciplinary boundaries to offer new approaches to a number of 
themes ranging in time from late antiquity to the high Middle Ages. The main focus is on material culture, 
but also includes insights into the compositional techniques of Bede and the Beowulf-poet, and the 
strategies adopted by anonymous scribes to record information in unfamiliar languages. Contributors 
offer fresh insights into some of the most iconic survivals from the period, from the wooden doors 
of Sta Sabina in Rome to the Ruthwell Cross, and from St Cuthbert’s coffin to the design of its final 
resting place, the Romanesque cathedral at Durham. Important thematic surveys reveal early medieval 
Welsh and Pictish carvers interacting with the political and intellectual concerns of the wider Insular 
and continental world. Other contributors consider what it is to be Viking, revealing how radically 
present perceptions shape our understanding of the past, how recent archaeological work reveals the 
inadequacy of the traditional categorisation of the Vikings as ‘incomers’, and how recontextualising 
Viking material culture can lead to unexpected insights into famous historical episodes such as King 
Edgar’s boat trip on the Dee. Recent landmark finds, notably the runic-inscribed Saltfleetby spindle 
whorl and the sword pommel from Beckley, are also published here for the first time in comprehensive 
analyses which will remain the fundamental discussions of these spectacular objects for many years 
to come.This book will be indispensable reading for everyone interested in medieval culture.

Crossing Boundaries



The New Penguin History of Scotland brings together the work of Scotland's foremost historians in a 
volume that is essential reading for anyone interested in Scotland and her people. Exploring the last 
8,000 years of the country's history, from the scarcely documented Neolithic period to the current state 
of the nation, The New Penguin History of Scotland draws on the latest scholarship and a wide range 
of other disciplines-archaeology, social sciences, economics, science, religion, and literature. With 
individual chapters written by a leading expert on each particular period, The New Penguin History of 
Scotland illuminates the many ways in which the nation's history has shaped its national identity-going 
beyond the stories of kings, bishops, and battles to bring to life the history of the country's environment, 
family, and community. Lavishly illustrated, this engaging book will quickly establish itself as the most 
authoritative and comprehensive history of Scotland available today.

The Writers Directory

Consisting of 67 islands, the Orkneys lie to the north of the Scottish mainland. This work gives an 
overview of their history. Starting with the prehistoric period, it goes on to discuss the flowering of the 
Celtic Church in the sixth and seventh centuries and the subsequent invasion by the vikings

The New Penguin History of Scotland

A British historian explores the mysterious Scottish culture of the Iron Age and Early Middle Ages whose 
enigmatic symbols adorn standing stones. The Picts were an ancient nation who ruled most of northern 
and eastern Scotland during the Dark Ages. Despite their historical importance, they remain shrouded 
in myth and misconception. Absorbed by the kingdom of the Scots in the ninth century, they lost their 
unique identity, their language and their vibrant artistic culture. Among their few surviving traces are 
standing stones decorated with incredible skill and covered with enigmatic symbols. The Pictish Stones 
offer some of the few remaining clues to the powerful and gifted people who bequeathed no chronicles 
to tell the sagas of their kings and heroes. In this book, Medieval historian Tim Clarkson pieces together 
the evidence to tell the story of this mysterious people from their emergence in Roman times to their 
eventual disappearance.

Origins of Pictish Symbolism

Trusty's Hill is an early medieval fort at Gatehouse of Fleet, Dumfries and Galloway. The hillfort 
comprises a fortified citadel defined by a vitrified rampart around its summit, with a number of 
enclosures looping out along lower-lying terraces and crags. The approach to its summit is flanked 
on one side by a circular rock-cut basin and on the other side by Pictish Symbols carved on to the 
face of a natural outcrop of bedrock. This Pictish inscribed stone is unique in Dumfries and Galloway, 
and southern Scotland, and has long puzzled scholars as to why the symbols were carved so far from 
Pictland and even if they are genuine. The Galloway Picts Project, launched in 2012, aimed to recover 
evidence for the archaeological context of the inscribed stone, but far from validating the existence of 
Picts in this southerly region of Scotland, the archaeological context instead suggests that the carvings 
relate to a royal stronghold and place of inauguration for the local Britons of Galloway around AD 600. 
Examined in the context of contemporary sites across southern Scotland and northern England, the 
archaeological evidence from Galloway suggests that this region may have been the heart of the lost 
Dark Age kingdom of Rheged, a kingdom that was in the late sixth century pre-eminent amongst the 
kingdoms of the north. The new archaeological evidence from Trusty's Hill enhances our perception 
of power, politics, economy and culture at a time when the foundations for the kingdoms of Scotland, 
England and Wales were being laid.

The Orkney Book

A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 'As brilliant a history of the Vikings as one could possibly hope to read' 
Tom Holland The 'Viking Age' is traditionally held to begin in June 793 when Scandinavian raiders 
attacked the monastery of Lindisfarne in Northumbria, and to end in September 1066, when King 
Harald Hardrada of Norway died leading the charge against the English line at the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge. This book, the most wide-ranging and comprehensive assessment of the current state of our 
knowledge, takes a refreshingly different view. It shows that the Viking expansion began generations 
before the Lindisfarne raid, and traces Scandinavian history back centuries further to see how these 
people came to be who they were. The narrative ranges across the whole of the Viking diaspora, from 
Vinland on the eastern American seaboard to Constantinople and Uzbekistan, with contacts as far away 



as China. Based on the latest archaeology, it explores the complex origins of the Viking phenomenon 
and traces the seismic shifts in Scandinavian society that resulted from an economy geared to maritime 
war. Some of its most striking discoveries include the central role of slavery in Viking life and trade, 
and the previously unsuspected pirate communities and family migrations that were part of the Viking 
'armies' - not least in England. Especially, Neil Price takes us inside the Norse mind and spirit-world, 
and across their borders of identity and gender, to reveal startlingly different Vikings to the barbarian 
marauders of stereotype. He cuts through centuries of received wisdom to try to see the Vikings as 
they saw themselves - descendants of the first human couple, the Children of Ash and Elm. Healso 
reminds us of the simultaneous familiarity and strangeness of the past, of how much we cannot know, 
alongside the discoveries that change the landscape of our understanding. This is an eye-opening and 
surprisingly moving book.

The Picts

One hundred years on from J Romilly Allen and Joseph Anderson's 1903 landmark publication, The 
Early Christian Monuments of Scotland, twenty six essays explore the current state of knowledge of 
early medieval sculpture in Scotland. They demonstrate the unique value of this material in contributing 
to our understanding of the society and people that created it between 1000 to 1500 years ago. 
Today's approaches and techniques offer new insights, as well as great hope, for what might be 
learnt from future study of 'familiar' and new material alike. The essays exemplify the ever-diversifying, 
interdisciplinary approaches that are being taken to the study of early medieval sculpture. Key themes 
that emerge include: the interdependence of conservation, research and access; the need for a 
21st-century inventory of the sculpture; the breadth and value of the wide range of the research 
tools that now exist; conservation issues, including the politics of how and where sculpture should 
be protected, and the pressing need to identify priorities for action; and, what is probably the most 
important development over the last 100 years, the increase in awareness of the range of values and 
significances that attaches to early medieval sculpture, including appreciation of context.

The Lost Dark Age Kingdom of Rheged

Who was King Arthur? A man or a myth? Was he a living, breathing figure in medieval history, or is he 
merely a timeless literary character in a beloved fairy tale? King Arthur is a monumental figure as we 
know him—but will the search for the real King Arthur prove the legend, or will it undermine his majesty? 
The King Arthur Quest takes a deep look into discovering the true person behind the great legend of 
King Arthur—and whether the man really existed at all. Author Clayton Donoghue investigates a number 
of sources of the stories behind the man, and it turns out that the legendary king was real all right but 
that he may not be as exciting as what some people like Geoffrey Monmouth have made the king out 
to be. Nevertheless, the real King Arthur lived in the Dark Ages when Briton was being overrun by 
the Irish, the Picts and the Anglo-Saxons, and these were desperate times of survival completely void 
of knights in shining armour—yet from this turbulence, clerics and scribes managed to keep records 
that survive today, revealing Arthur’s true identity. King Arthur may not have been part of the age of 
chivalry—or even a king at all. Yet tracing his legacy in both history and in fiction can tell us something 
about who he was and why he was important, both for the people arising out of the Dark Ages and for 
us today.

The Children of Ash and Elm

What we know of prehistoric Europe stems from archeological finds, ranging from cave paintings to 
the frozen body of a hunter exposed by a retreating glacier. This means that our knowledge is largely 
of the ordinary individual - the hunter-gatherer, farmer, or Metallurgist - rather than ofkings. In this 
intriguing book, Jane McIntosh gathers the results of recent archaeological discoveries and scholarly 
research, covering all aspects of life in prehistoric Europe: the geography of the continent, economy, 
settlement, trade, transport, industry and crafts, religion, death and burial,warfare, language, the arts, 
and more. Throughout, McIntosh stresses the lives lived by the majority, rather than the privileged 
elite (as is so often the case in recorded history). Not that evidence of the latter is lacking: exquisite 
jewelry, elaborately woven cloth, and finely wrought weaponstell us a great deal about the rulers of this 
lost world. Including more than 75 illustrations and maps, the Handbook to Life in Prehistoric Europe 
provides an accessible introduction to the 7000-year period that immediately preceded the Roman 
Empire.



Able Minds and Practiced Hands

Twenty-three contributions by leading archaeologists from across Europe explore the varied forms, 
functions and significances of fortified settlements in the 8th to 10th centuries AD. These could be sites 
of strongly martial nature, upland retreats, monastic enclosures, rural seats, island bases, or urban 
nuclei. But they were all expressions of control - of states, frontiers, lands, materials, communities 
- and ones defined by walls, ramparts or enclosing banks. Papers run from Irish cashels to Welsh 
and Pictish strongholds, Saxon burhs, Viking fortresses, Byzantine castra, Carolingian creations, 
Venetian barricades, Slavic strongholds, and Bulgarian central places, and coverage extends fully 
from north-west Europe, to central Europe, the northern Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Strongly 
informed by recent fieldwork and excavations, but drawing also where available on the documentary 
record, this important collection provides fully up-to-date reviews and analyses of the archaeologies of 
the distinctive settlement forms that characterized Europe in the Early Middle Ages.

The King Arthur Quest

In this book, Alistair Moffat brings vividly to life the story of this great nation, from the dawn of prehistory 
through to the twenty-first century. Ambitious, richly detailed and highly readable, Scotland: A History 
From Earliest Times skilfully weaves together a dazzling array of fact and anecdote from a vast range 
of sources. The result is an imaginative, informative, balanced and varied portrait of Scotland, seen not 
just through the experience of the kings, saints, warriors, aristocrats and politicians who populate the 
pages of conventional history books, but also through that of ordinary people who have lived Scotland's 
history and have played their own important part in shaping its destiny.

Handbook to Life in Prehistoric Europe

Scotland: A History, 8000 BC-AD 2000

Field Guide to the Pictish Symbol Stones

Proceedings of the First International Conference of the Significance of Portages. 29th Sept-2nd Oct 
2004, in Lyngdal, Vest-Agder, Norway. 24 papers.

The Symbol Stones of Scotland
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