
singing voice in film, contemporary cinema music, vocal performance movies, film sound design vocals, role of voice modern 
cinema

The Singing Voice In Contemporary Cinema
#singing voice in film #contemporary cinema music #vocal performance movies #film sound design vocals #role 
of voice modern cinema 

Explore the multifaceted role of the singing voice in contemporary cinema, examining how vocal 
performances contribute to narrative, character development, and emotional resonance. This analysis 
delves into the diverse applications of singing within modern film soundscapes, from integrated 
musical numbers to evocative background vocals, shaping the audience's experience and the cinematic 
aesthetic.

Our thesis collection features original academic works submitted by graduates from 
around the world.
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The Singing Voice in Contemporary Cinema

This volume focuses on the singing voice in contemporary cinema from 1945 to the present day, and 
rather than being restricted to one particular genre, considers how the singing voice has helped define 
and/or confuse genre classification. Typically heard in song, the singing voice is arguably the most 
expressive of all musical instruments. This volume celebrates the ways in which singing features in 
film. This includes the singing voice as protagonist, as narrator, as communicator, as entertainer, and 
as comedic interlude. Whether the singing voice in film is personally expressive, reflexive and distant, 
or synchronized for entertainment, there is typically interplay between the voice and visual elements. 
Extending beyond the body of literature on 'the musical', the volume is not about musicals per se. 
Rather, The Singing Voice in Contemporary Cinema discusses the singing voice as a distinct genre 
that focuses on the conceptualization and synchronization of the singing voice in the post-War era. It 
explores the relationship between screen, singing, singer and song; it celebrates the intersection of the 
singing voice and popular culture. In doing so, the volume will cross multiple disciplines including vocal 
studies, film studies, film sound studies, and music production (vocal processing).

The Singing Voice in Contemporary Cinema

This volume focuses on the singing voice in contemporary cinema and considers different contextual 
formations of singing and how they contribute to narrative, emotional affect and cultural sensitivities.The 
singing voice is arguably the most expressive of all musical instruments. This volume celebrates the 
ways in which singing features in film. This includes the singing voice as healer, as motivator, as 
entertainer, and as comedic interlude. Whether the singing voice in film is personally expressive, 
reflexive and distant, or synchronized for entertainment, there is typically interplay between the voice 
and visual elements. Extending beyond the body of literature on 'the musical', the volume is not about 
musicals per se. Rather, The Singing Voice in Contemporary Cinema discusses the singing voice as a 
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distinct agent that focuses on identity and identification. This book explores the relationship between 
screen, singing, singer and song; it celebrates the intersection of the singing voice and popular culture. 
In doing so, the volume will cross multiple disciplines including vocal studies, film studies, film sound 
studies, and music production (vocal processing).

Locating the Voice in Film

This book locates the voice in cinema in different national and transnational contexts, to explore how 
the critical approaches to the voice as well as the practices of sound design, technologies and even 
reception are often grounded in cultural specificity, to present readings which challenge traditional 
theories of the voice in film.

Contemporary Musical Film

Since the turn of the millennium, films such as Chicago (2002) and Phantom of the Opera (2004) have 
reinvigorated the popularity of the screen musical. This edited collection, bringing together a number of 
international scholars, looks closely at the range and scope of contemporary film musicals, from stage 
adaptations like Mamma Mia! (2008) and Les Miserables (2012), to less conventional works that elide 
the genre, like Team America: World Police (2004) and Quentin Tarantino's Kill Bill (2003/04). Looking 
at the varying aesthetic function of soundtrack and lyric in films like Disney's wildly popular Frozen 
(2013) and the Fast and the Furious franchise, or the self-reflexive commentary of the 'post-millennial 
rock musical', this wide-ranging collection breaks new ground in its study of this multifaceted genre.

Brought to Life by the Voice

A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. To produce 
the song sequences that are central to Indian popular cinema, singers' voices are first recorded in the 
studio and then played back on the set to be lip-synced and danced to by actors and actresses as 
the visuals are filmed. Since the 1950s, playback singers have become revered celebrities in their own 
right. Brought to Life by the Voice explores the distinctive aesthetics and affective power generated 
by this division of labor between onscreen body and offscreen voice in South Indian Tamil cinema. In 
Amanda Weidman's historical and ethnographic account, playback is not just a cinematic technique, 
but a powerful and ubiquitous element of aural public culture that has shaped the complex dynamics 
of postcolonial gendered subjectivity, politicized ethnolinguistic identity, and neoliberal transformation 
in South India.

Music in Contemporary Indian Film

Music in Contemporary Indian Film: Memory, Voice, Identity provides a rich and detailed look into the 
unique dimensions of music in Indian film. Music is at the center of Indian cinema, and India’s film 
music industry has a far-reaching impact on popular, folk, and classical music across the subcontinent 
and the South Asian diaspora. In twelve essays written by an international array of scholars, this book 
explores the social, cultural, and musical aspects of the industry, including both the traditional center 
of "Bollywood" and regional film-making. Concentrating on films and songs created in contemporary, 
post-liberalization India, this book will appeal to classes in film studies, media studies, and world music, 
as well as all fans of Indian films.

Multivocality

Multivocality frames vocality as a way to investigate the voice in music, as a concept encompassing 
all the implications with which voice is inscribed-the negotiation of sound and Self, individual and 
culture, medium and meaning, ontology and embodiment. Like identity, vocality is fluid and constructed 
continually; even the most iconic of singers do not simply exercise a static voice throughout a lifetime. 
As 21st century singers habitually perform across styles, genres, cultural contexts, histories, and 
identities, the author suggests that they are not only performing in multiple vocalities, but more critically, 
they are performing multivocality-creating and recreating identity through the process of singing with 
many voices. Multivocality constitutes an effort toward a fuller understanding of how the singing voice 
figures in the negotiation of identity. Author Katherine Meizel recovers the idea of multivocality from 
its previously abstract treatment, and re-embodies it in the lived experiences of singers who work on 
and across the fluid borders of identity. Highlighting singers in vocal motion, Multivocality focuses on 



their transitions and transgressions across genre and gender boundaries, cultural borders, the lines 
between body and technology, between religious contexts, between found voices and lost ones.

Serial Killing on Screen

This book explores the representation of real-life serial murders as adapted for the screen and popular 
culture. Bringing together a selection of essays from international scholars, Serial Killing on Screen: 
Adaptation, True Crime and Popular Culture examines the ways in which the screen has become 
a crucial site through which the most troubling of real-life crimes are represented, (re)constructed 
and made accessible to the public. Situated at the nexus of film and screen studies, theatre studies, 
cultural studies, criminology and sociology, this interdisciplinary collection raises questions about, and 
implications for, thinking about the adaptation and representation of true crime in popular culture, and 
the ideologies at stake in such narratives. It discusses the ways in which the adaptation of real-life 
serial murder intersects with other markers of cultural identity (gender, race, class, disability), as well 
as aspects of criminology (offenders, victims, policing, and profiling) and psychology (psychopathy, 
sociopathy, and paraphilia). This collection is unique in its combined focus on the adaptation of crimes 
committed by real-life criminal figures who have gained international notoriety for their plural offences, 
including, for example, Ted Bundy, Ian Brady and Myra Hindley, Aileen Wuornos, Jack the Ripper, 
and the Zodiac, and for situating the tales of these crimes and their victims’ stories within the field of 
adaptation studies.

The Voice as Something More

In the contemporary world, voices are caught up in fundamentally different realms of discourse, 
practice, and culture: between sounding and nonsounding, material and nonmaterial, literal and 
metaphorical. In The Voice as Something More, Martha Feldman and Judith T. Zeitlin tackle these 
paradoxes with a bold and rigorous collection of essays that look at voice as both object of desire and 
material object. Using Mladen Dolar’s influential A Voice and Nothing More as a reference point, The 
Voice as Something More reorients Dolar’s psychoanalytic analysis around the material dimensions 
of voices—their physicality and timbre, the fleshiness of their mechanisms, the veils that hide them, 
and the devices that enhance and distort them. Throughout, the essays put the body back in voice. 
Ending with a new essay by Dolar that offers reflections on these vocal aesthetics and paradoxes, this 
authoritative, multidisciplinary collection, ranging from Europe and the Americas to East Asia, from 
classics and music to film and literature, will serve as an essential entry point for scholars and students 
who are thinking toward materiality.

Contemporary Israeli Cinema

Through analysis of the complex discourse surrounding trauma and loss, this book provides a neces-
sary examination of temporality and ethics in Israeli film and television since the turn of the millennium. 
The author examines posttraumatic idioms of fragmentation and incoherence, highlighting the rising 
resistance towards generic categories, and the turn to unconventional and paradoxical structures 
with unique aesthetics. Maintaining that contemporary Israeli cinema has undergone an ethical shift, 
the author examines the revealing traumas and denied identities that also seek alternative ways to 
confront ethical question of accountability. It discusses the relationships between trauma, nationalism, 
and cinema through the intertwined perspectives of feminism, queer theory, and critical race and 
postcolonial studies, showing how national traumas are constructed by notions of gendered, sexual, 
and racial identity. This innovative text highlights the complexities of discourse surrounding trauma and 
loss, informed by multiple categories of difference. Across each chapter various elements of Israeli 
film are explored, spanning from strategies used to critically examine victim-perpetrator dynamics, 
co-existence in temporal space, women’s cinema in Israel, displacement, and queer communities and 
identity. Beyond its direct contribution to cinema studies and Israel studies, the book will be of interest 
to trauma and memory studies, postcolonial studies, gender and sexuality studies, Jewish studies, 
Middle Eastern studies, and cultural studies.

Sounds Like Helicopters

Explores how modernist films use classical music in ways that restore the music’s original subversive 
energy. Classical music masterworks have long played a key supporting role in the movies—silent films 
were often accompanied by a pianist or even a full orchestra playing classical or theatrical repertory 
music—yet the complexity of this role has thus far been underappreciated. Sounds Like Helicopters 



corrects this oversight through close interpretations of classical music works in key modernist films 
by Francis Ford Coppola, Werner Herzog, Luis Buñuel, Stanley Kubrick, Jean-Luc Godard, Michael 
Haneke, and Terrence Malick. Beginning with the famous example of Wagner’s “Ride of the Valkyries” 
in Apocalypse Now, Matthew Lau demonstrates that there is a significant continuity between classical 
music and modernist cinema that belies their seemingly ironic juxtaposition. Though often regarded 
as a stuffy, conservative art form, classical music has a venerable avant-garde tradition, and key films 
by important directors show that modernist cinema restores the original subversive energy of these 
classical masterworks. These films, Lau argues, remind us of what this music sounded like when it 
was still new and difficult; they remind us that great music remains new music. The pattern of reliance 
on classical music by modernist directors suggests it is not enough to watch modernist cinema: one 
must listen to its music to sense its prehistory, its history, and its obscure, prophetic future. “To learn 
how classical music and modernist cinema were destined to be lovers, long before Adorno learned to 
talk, read Matthew Lau’s inventive book, which shows us how to see music, and how to hear cinema. 
After taking a spin with Isabelle Huppert, Franz Schubert will never be the same again, thanks to 
the meticulous Lau, who shows us how some of classical music’s not-yet-kindled radicalism required 
modernist cinema’s perversely revivifying touch. What’s more, Lau manages to offer, in his conclusion, 
a subtle, stirring plea for a society—a politics—that makes room for difficult cinema and complex 
music. For such a society’s emergence, Lau’s book may be the instruction manual, teaching salvific, 
insurrectional solfège.” — Wayne Koestenbaum, author of The Anatomy of Harpo Marx

Voicing the Cinema

Theorists of the soundtrack have helped us understand how the voice and music in the cinema impact 
a spectator's experience. James Buhler and Hannah Lewis edit in-depth essays from many of film 
music's most influential scholars in order to explore fascinating issues around vococentrism, the voice 
in cinema, and music’s role in the integrated soundtrack. The collection is divided into four sections. 
The first explores historical approaches to technology in the silent film, French cinema during the 
transition era, the films of the so-called New Hollywood, and the post-production sound business. The 
second investigates the practice of the singing voice in diverse repertories such as Bergman's films, 
Eighties teen films, and girls' voices in Brave and Frozen. The third considers the auteuristic voice of the 
soundtrack in works by Kurosawa, Weir, and others. A last section on narrative and vococentrism moves 
from The Martian and horror film to the importance of background music and the state of the soundtrack 
at the end of vococentrism. Contributors: Julie Brown, James Buhler, Marcia Citron, Eric Dienstfrey, 
Erik Heine, Julie Hubbert, Hannah Lewis, Brooke McCorkle, Cari McDonnell, David Neumeyer, Nathan 
Platte, Katie Quanz, Jeff Smith, Janet Staiger, and Robynn Stilwell

Contemporary Irish Cinema

Movies from and about Ireland have attracted huge augiences, capturing top international prizes 
(The Crying Game) and an Academy Award (My Left Foot). In this text, contributors take a variety 
of approaches to the treatment of films and film makers. They probe cinema's rewriting of Irish history, 
from Michael Collins and In the Name of the Father to Lost Beginnings.

The Musical as Event. Modes of Address in Contemporary Film Musicals

Master's Thesis from the year 2014 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,0, 
University of Göttingen (Philosophische Fakultät), language: English, abstract: At the beginning of the 
year 2010, movie critic Bob Mondello triumphantly declared “It's going to be another musical decade,” 
noting the way the previous ten years have prompted a movie musical “resurgence” paving the road for 
a bright music-filled future. When looking at the history of musicals over the course of time, this does 
not always seem to be the case. In spite of the fact that the film musical was an audience favorite during 
its “Golden Age” era (1927 until the mid-1950s) and celebrating great successes such as 42nd Street 
(1933) or Singin’ in the Rain (1952), it seems to have deteriorated in quality and reputation. Since recent 
movie musicals apparently have hit a different, more successful, nerve with audiences, the question 
is why the genre now sees an uplift in box office numbers. Which elements of recent movie musicals 
keep audiences glued to the screen? How do they work in tapping into audiences’ emotions, prompting 
them to participate? This thesis will be influenced by the methodology of reception study scholar Janet 
Staiger. Staiger’s 1992 Interpreting Film: Studies in the Historical Reception of American Cinema and 
Perverse Spectators (2000) reconsider the way audiences make sense of films. With her historical 
materialist approach taking into account all “traces” of audiences interacting with filmic material, she 



sets out to find an understanding of why certain films prove to be successful with audiences at certain 
times (Kemper). She investigates the “modes of address and exhibition,” “establishes the identities and 
interpretative strategies and tactics brought by spectators to the cinema” and acknowledges cultural 
groups such as fans who “produce their own conventionalized modes of reception” (23; emphasis in 
original). It is the purpose of this thesis, then, to take up the approach of looking at the “contact zone” 
(Kemper) between films and audiences in order to investigate filmic addresses fostering audience 
engagement. In doing so, an assortment of recent film musicals that have achieved considerable box 
office success including Moulin Rouge!, Across the Universe, Hairspray, and Mamma Mia! will be 
analyzed with regard to particular addresses picked up by audiences, thereby creating the “event” of 
movie-going. The central question investigated here then asks: Which elements of a particular film 
are focused on by critical reports and how do these elements shape the movie-going experience, 
participation, and engagement of viewers?

The Female Voice in the Twentieth Century

By integrating theoretical approaches to the female voice with the musicological investigation of female 
singers’ practices, the contributors to this volume offer fresh viewpoints on the material, symbolic and 
cultural aspects of the female voice in the twentieth century. Various styles and genres are covered, 
including Western art music, experimental composition, popular music, urban folk and jazz. The volume 
offers a substantial and innovative appraisal of the role of the female voice from the perspective 
of twentieth-century performance practices, the centrality of female singers’ experimentations and 
extended vocal techniques along with the process of the ‘subjectivisation’ of the voice.

Singing and the Actor

Singing and the Actor takes the reader step by step through a practical training programme relevant to 
the modern singing actor and dancer. A variety of contemporary voice qualities including Belting and 
Twang are explained, with excercises for each topic.

Dynamics of the Singing Voice

During the past decades, "Dynamics of the singing voice" has successfully been established as a 
reference text for teachers of singing, singers, choral conductors and organists, speech and voice 
therapists, laryngologists and other health professionals, psychologists and those in linguistics. It 
discusses the physiological, psychological, musical and emotional aspects of the voice, particularly as 
they relate to singing but also to speaking. The book provides a greater understanding of how the voice 
works and the many factors involved in singing as well as an objective discussion of singing without 
reference to specific techniques. In this fifth edition, the author has now updated and rearranged the 
content. Furthermore she has added a new chapter on vocal pedagogic aspects in order to meet the 
requirements of the art of singing of the 21st century. Thus this new book provides the reader with 
the established concepts in combination with the latest knowledge about modern approaches to the 
singing voice.

The Voice in Cinema

Chion analyzes imaginative uses of the human voice by directors like Lang, Hitchcock, Ophuls, Duras, 
and de Palma.

New Blood in Contemporary Cinema

Since the turn of the millennium, a growing number of female filmmakers have appropriated the 
aesthetics of horror for their films. In this book, Patricia Pisters investigates contemporary women 
directors such as Ngozi Onwurah, Claire Denis, Lucile Hadzihalilovic and Ana Lily Amirpour, who put 'a 
poetics of horror' to new use in their work, expanding the range of gendered and racialised perspectives 
in the horror genre. Exploring themes such as rage, trauma, sexuality, family ties and politics, New Blood 
in Contemporary Cinema takes on avenging women, bloody vampires, lustful witches, scary mothers, 
terrifying offspring and female Frankensteins. By following a red trail of blood, the book illuminates a 
new generation of women directors who have enlarged the general scope and stretched the emotional 
spectrum of the genre.

Screening songs in Hispanic and Lusophone cinema



In this volume, eighteen experts from a variety of academic backgrounds explore the use of songs in 
films from the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking worlds. This volume illustrates how – rather than 
simply helping to tell the story of – songs in Hispanic and Lusophone cinema commonly upset the 
hierarchy of the visual over the aural, thereby rendering their hearing a complex and rich subject for 
analysis. Screening songs... constitutes a ground-breaking, interdisciplinary collection. Of particular 
interest to scholars and academics in the areas of Film Studies, Hispanic Studies, Lusophone Studies 
and Musicology, this volume opens up the study of Hispanic and Lusophone cinema to vital, new, 
critical approaches. The soundtracks of films as varied as City of God, All About My Mother, Bad 
Education and Buena Vista Social Club are analysed alongside those of lesser-known works that 
range from the melodramas of Mexican cinema’s golden age to Brazilian and Portuguese musical 
comedies from the 1940s and 1950s. Fiction films are studied alongside documentaries, the work of 
established directors like Pedro Almodóvar, Carlos Saura and Nelson Pereira dos Santos alongside 
that of emerging filmmakers, and performances by iconic stars like Caetano Veloso and Chavela Vargas 
alongside the songs of Spanish Gypsy groups, Mexican folk songs and contemporary Brazilian rap.

Cathy Berberian: Pioneer of Contemporary Vocality

Cathy Berberian (1925-1983) was a vocal performance artist, singer and composer who pioneered a 
way of composing with the voice in the musical worlds of Europe, North America and beyond. As a 
modernist muse for many avant-garde composers, Cathy Berberian went on to embody the principles 
of postmodern thinking in her work, through vocality. She re-defined the limits of composition and 
challenged theories of the authorship of the musical score. This volume celebrates her unorthodox path 
through musical landscapes, including her approach to performance practice, gender performativity, 
vocal pedagogy and the culturally-determined borders of art music, the concert stage, the popular LP 
and the opera industry of her times. The collection features primary documentation-some published 
in English for the first time-of Berberian’s engagement with the philosophy of voice, new music, early 
music, pop, jazz, vocal experimentation and technology that has come to influence the next generation 
of singers such as Theo Bleckmann, Susan Botti, Joan La Barbara, Rinde Eckert Meredith Monk, 
Carol Plantamura, Candace Smith and Pamela Z. Hence, this timely anthology marks an end to the 
long period of silence about Cathy Berberian’s championing of a radical rethinking of the musical past 
through a reclaiming of the voice as a multifaceted phenomenon. With a Foreword by Susan McClary.

A Companion to Contemporary French Cinema

A Companion to Contemporary French Cinema presents a comprehensive collection of original essays 
addressing all aspects of French cinema from 1990 to the present day. Features original contributions 
from top film scholars relating to all aspects of contemporary French cinema Includes new research 
on matters relating to the political economy of contemporary French cinema, developments in cinema 
policy, audience attendance, and the types, building, and renovation of theaters Utilizes groundbreaking 
research on cinema beyond the fiction film and the cinema-theater such as documentary, amateur, and 
digital filmmaking Contains an unusually large range of methodological approaches and perspectives, 
including those of genre, gender, auteur, industry, economic, star, postcolonial and psychoanalytic 
studies Includes essays by important French cinema scholars from France, the U.S., and New Zealand, 
many of whose work is here presented in English for the first time

Contemporary Cinema of Africa and the Diaspora

Analyzing art house films from the African continent and theAfrican diaspora, this book showcases a 
new generation of auteurswith African origins from political, aesthetic, and spectatorshipperspectives. 
Focuses on art house cinema and discusses commercial Africancinema Enlarges our understanding 
of African film to include thematicand aesthetic influence Highlights aesthetic and political aspects 
including racialidentity, women’s issues, and diaspora Heavily illustrated with over 90 film stills Features 
selected stills integral to the filmic analysis infull color Moves beyond Western-oriented analytical 
paradigms

Listening with a Feminist Ear

Listening with a Feminist Ear is a study of the cultural politics and possibilities of sound in cinema. 
Eschewing ocularcentric and siloed disciplinary formations, the book takes seriously the radical 
theoretical and methodological potential of listening. It models a feminist interpretive practice that 
is not just attuned to how power and privilege are materialized in sound, but that engenders new, 



counter-hegemonic imaginaries. Focusing on mainstream Bombay cinema, Sundar identifies singing, 
listening, and speaking as key sites in which gendered notions of identity and difference take form. 
Charting new paths through seven decades of film, media, and cultural history, Sundar identifies key 
shifts in women’s playback voices and the Islamicate genre of the qawwali. She also conceptualizes 
spoken language as sound, and turns up the volume on a capacious, multilingual politics of belonging 
that scholarly and popular accounts of nation typically render silent. All in all, Listening with a Feminist 
Ear offers a critical sonic sensibility that reinvigorates debates about the gendering of voice and body 
in cinema, and the role of sound and media in conjuring community.

The Routledge Companion to Global Film Music in the Early Sound Era

In a major expansion of the conversation on music and film history, The Routledge Companion to 
Global Film Music in the Early Sound Era draws together a wide-ranging collection of scholarship 
on music in global cinema during the transition from silent to sound films (the late 1920s to the 
1940s). Moving beyond the traditional focus on Hollywood, this Companion considers the vast range 
of cinema and music created in often-overlooked regions throughout the rest of the world, providing 
crucial global context to film music history. An extensive editorial Introduction and 50 chapters from an 
array of international experts connect the music and sound of these films to regional and transnational 
issues—culturally, historically, and aesthetically—across five parts: Western Europe and Scandinavia 
Central and Eastern Europe North Africa, The Middle East, Asia, and Australasia Latin America Soviet 
Russia Filling a major gap in the literature, The Routledge Companion to Global Film Music in the Early 
Sound Era offers an essential reference for scholars of music, film studies, and cultural history.

Voice Studies

Voice Studies brings together leading international scholars and practitioners, to re-examine what 
voice is, what voice does, and what we mean by "voice studies" in the process and experience of 
performance. This dynamic and interdisciplinary publication draws on a broad range of approaches, 
from composing and voice teaching through to psychoanalysis and philosophy, including: voice training 
from the Alexander Technique to practice-as-research; operatic and extended voices in early baroque 
and contemporary underwater singing; voices across cultures, from site-specific choral performance in 
Kentish mines and Australian sound art, to the laments of Kraho Indians, Korean pansori and Javanese 
wayang; voice, embodiment and gender in Robertson’s 1798 production of Phantasmagoria, Cathy 
Berberian radio show, and Romeo Castellucci’s theatre; perceiving voice as a composer, listener, or 
as eavesdropper; voice, technology and mobile apps. With contributions spanning six continents, the 
volume considers the processes of teaching or writing for voice, the performance of voice in theatre, 
live art, music, and on recordings, and the experience of voice in acoustic perception and research. It 
concludes with a multifaceted series of short provocations that simply revisit the core question of the 
whole volume: what is voice studies?

British Women's Cinema

British Women’s Cinema examines the place of female-centred films throughout British film history, 
from silent melodrama and 1940s costume dramas right up to the contemporary British ‘chick flick’.

International Film Musical

A unique study of the film musical, a global cinema tradition.

Embodied Voices

Explores cultural manifestations of female vocality in the light of theories of subjectivity, the body, and 
sexual difference.

Singing and the Actor

Singing and the Actor takes the reader step by step through a practical training programme relevant to 
the modern singing actor and dancer. A variety of contemporary voice qualities including Belting and 
Twang are explained, with excercises for each topic.

Encyclopedia of Indian Cinema



First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The 21st-Century Voice

In The 21st Century Voice: Contemporary and Traditional Extra-Normal Voice, Michael Edward Edger-
ton considers contemporary vocal techniques within an advanced acoustic and anatomical framework. 
Throughout, he proposes new directions for vocal exploration. Much more than a treatise on twenti-
eth-century vocal science and study, The 21st Century Voice explores experimental methods of sound 
production, offering a systematic series of approaches and methods for assessing, engaging, and, in 
some instances, overcoming the assumed limits of vocal singing.

Singing a New Tune

A survey of film musicals incorporates interviews with directors and screenwriters, an overview of the 
genre from the 1920s to the 1990s, and discusses fourteen film musicals from 1996 to 2004, along 
with musicals on TV.

The Blue Box

Looks at films that map the spectator's private fantasy onto the one being played out on the screen, 
following Kristeva's sparse, but revolutionary, film theory.

The Palgrave Handbook of Music in Comedy Cinema

This handbook tackles the understudied relationship between music and comedy cinema by analysing 
the nature, perception, and function of music from fresh perspectives. Its approach is not only multidis-
ciplinary, but also interdisciplinary in its close examination of how music and other cinematic devices 
interact in the creation of comedy. The volume addresses gender representation, national identities, 
stylistic strategies, and employs inputs from cultural studies, musicology, music theory, psychology, 
cognitivism, semiotics, formal and stylistic film analysis, and psychoanalysis. It is organised in four 
sections: general introductions, theoretical investigations, music and comedy within national cinemas, 
and exemplary case studies of films or authors.

Contemporary Film Music

The purpose of this book, through its very creation, is to strengthen the dialogue between practitioner 
and theorist. To that end, a film academic and musicologist have collaborated as editors on this book, 
which is in turn comprised of interviews with composers alongside complementary chapters that focus 
on a particular feature of the composer’s approach or style. These chapters are written by a fellow 
composer, musicologist, or film academic who specializes in that element of the composer’s output. 
In the interview portions of this book, six major film composers discuss their work from the early 
1980s to the present day: Carter Burwell, Mychael Danna, Dario Marianelli, Rachel Portman, Zbigniew 
Preisner, and A.R. Rahman. The focus is on the practical considerations of film composition, the 
relationship each composer has with the moving image, narrative, technical considerations, personal 
motivations in composing, the relationships composers have with their directors, and their own creative 
processes. Contemporary Film Music also explores the contemporary influence of electronic music, 
issues surrounding the mixing of soundtracks, music theory, and the evolution of each composer’s 
musical voice.

Soundtrack Available

DIVEssays on film soundtracks composed of popular music (rather than the composed film score) both 
in relation to the films, and circulating separately on record./div

Vocal Projections

Vocal Projections: Voices in Documentary examines a previously neglected topic in the field of 
documentary studies: the political, aesthetic, and affective functions that voices assume. On topics 
ranging from the celebrity voice over to ventriloquism, from rockumentary screams to feminist vocal 
politics, these essays demonstrate myriad ways in which voices make documentary meaning beyond 
their expository, evidentiary and authenticating functions. The international range of contributors offers 
an innovative approach to the issues relating to voices in documentary. While taking account of the 



existing paradigm in documentary studies pioneered by Bill Nichols, in which voice is equated with 
political rhetoric and subjective representation, the contributors move into new territory, addressing 
current and emerging research in voice, sound, music and posthumanist studies.

Constructing Nationhood in Modern East Asia

A cutting-edge collection exploring identity-making in East Asia This is an interdisciplinary study of 
the cultural politics of nationalism and national identities in modern East Asia. Combining theoretical 
insights with empirical research, it explores the cultural dimensions of nationhood and identity-making 
in China, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. The essays address issues ranging from the complex 
relations between popular culture and national consciousness to the representation of ethnic/racial 
identity and gendered discourse on nationalism. The cutting-edge research on the diverse forms 
of cultural preacceptance and the various ways in which this participates in the construction and 
projection of national and ethnic identities in East Asia illuminates several understudied issues in 
Asian studies, including the ambiguity of Hong Kong identity during World War II and the intricate 
politics of the post-war Taiwanese trial of collaboration. Addressing a wide range of theoretical and 
historical issues regarding cultural dimensions of nationalism and national identities all over East Asia, 
these essays draw insights from such recent theories as cultural studies, postcolonial theories, and 
archival-researched cultural anthropology. The book will be important reading for students of Asian 
studies as well as for serious readers interested in issues of nationalism and culture. Kai-wing Chow 
is Associate Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures. Kevin Doak is Associate Professor of 
History. Poshek Fu is Associate Professor of History and Cinema Studies. All three teach at University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

Lipsynching

What does it mean when a singing voice is detached from an originating body through recording? And 
how does this affect consumers of recorded song? This book examines the practice of lipsynching 
to pre-recorded song in both professional and vernacular contexts, covering over a century of diverse 
artistic practices from early cinema through to the current popularity of self-produced internet lipsynch-
ing videos. It examines the ways in which we listen to, respond to, and use recorded music, not only 
as a commodity to be consumed but as a culturally-sophisticated and complex means of identification, 
a site of projection, introjection, and habitation, and, through this, a means of personal and collective 
creativity.
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