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Explore the profound principles and unique philosophy that define Japanese artistic creation. This 
article delves into how tradition, mindfulness, and cultural values shape the aesthetic journey, offering 
insight into the enduring spirit and techniques that characterize the Japanese way of the artist.

These textbooks cover a wide range of subjects and are updated regularly to ensure 
accuracy and relevance.

Thank you for accessing our website.
We have prepared the document Art Philosophy Japan just for you.
You are welcome to download it for free anytime.

The authenticity of this document is guaranteed.
We only present original content that can be trusted.
This is part of our commitment to our visitors.

We hope you find this document truly valuable.
Please come back for more resources in the future.
Once again, thank you for your visit.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Art Philosophy Japan, available at no cost.

The Japanese Way of the Artist

Now in a single volume, three essential works on Japanese aesthetics, spirituality, and meditation

The Japanese Way of the Artist

Ikebana and tea ceremony, karate and calligraphy-all traditional Japanese arts and practices share 
certain ideals and techniques to achieve the same goals: serenity, mind/body harmony, awareness, 
and a sense of connection to the universe. This collection of three complete books provides H. E. 
Davey's unique insights into the rich universe of these Japanese spiritual, artistic, and martial traditions 
while introducing the reader to practical examples of two Japanese forms of "moving meditation" that 
exemplify the union of art and spiritual growth. Living the Japanese Arts & Ways presents 45 essential 
principles-like wabi, "immovable mind," and "stillness in motion"-that are universal in the Japanese 
classic tradition. Revealing little-known, ancient, and powerful teachings that link all classic Japanese 
arts, it explains how they can beneficially transform your life. Living the Japanese Arts & Ways was 
the recipient of the Spirituality & Health magazine Best Spirituality Books Award. Brush Meditation 
introduces beginners and non-artists alike to Japanese calligraphy, and shows how even the most 
elemental stroke of ink and brush reveals your physical and mental state. It's packed with amazing 
examples of the author's award-winning Japanese calligraphy. The Japanese Way of the Flower 
examines practical methods for looking at nature and leads the reader through simple meditations as 
a prelude to learning how to create easy ikebana compositions. This anthology contains an all-new 
introduction by the author. The entire text is complemented by diagrams, drawings, and photographs, 
plus information, resources, and glossaries of Japanese terms.

The Japanese Way of the Artist

“Davey uses words with clarity and simplicity to describe the non-word realm of practicing these 
arts.”—Publishers Weekly "From an economic standpoint, this compilation sells for a price comparable 
to the price of a single copy of either of the first two works. In addition, the third work, The Japanese 
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Way of the Flower: Ikebana as Moving Meditation, is no longer in print. This makes this compilation a 
very good deal and the quickest way to secure a copy of The Japanese Way of the Flower: Ikebana as 
Moving Meditation...In addition, the content of all three works is great. Any one of these books would 
be worth the price, and this book is great both as a Christmas present and a book for the beach." -- 
Michael Donnelly Sensei, veteran teacher of Aikido The three works anthologized here are essential to 
understanding the spiritual, meditative, and physical basis of all classical Japanese creative and martial 
arts. Living the Japanese Arts & Ways covers key concepts—like wabi and “stillness in motion”—while 
the other two books show the reader how to use brush calligraphy (shodo) and flower arranging 
(ikebana) to achieve mind-body unification. Illustrated with diagrams, drawings, and photographs.

Japan in Art and Industry

Japanese POP and CONTEMPORARY Art. For a number of years, the key phrase "Cool Japan" has 
gained popularrity around the world. The art, fashion, animation, cuisine and architecture that we 
Japanese have long taken for granted have beenlatched on to as new and exciting by consumers 
around the world. Arttists introduced here by BOOM are all contemporary art makers currently working 
in Japan. They vary in technique and age, and essentially have no common theme or genre. However, 
the one thread that links all of these artists is that, in this ever changing era, they continue to conceive 
and pursue new and unique methods of expression in their work. In every sense they are "artists living 
in the NOW". Through BOOM we hope audiences will experience that special "something" that is found 
in the very DNA of the Japanese people. That je ne sais quoi which has its basis in the traditions of 
Japanese art and is only emphasized through the expression and craftsmanship of the individual artists 
presented. These contemporary artists are the true life-breath of their generation. our greatest hope is 
that this volume may inspire an interest in both these extraordinary artists and their art.

Boom

Originally published in 1892 by the Fine Art Society in London and simultaneously in Yokohama, 
Shanghai, and Hong Kong, this book shows the context and growing interest in the arts and crafts of 
this newly discovered burgeoning country with such artistry central to its everyday life. The work looks 
at every aspect of Japanese art and looks at its relation to Japanese culture and society.

Japan And Its Art

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a 
free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 
1903 edition. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER VIII. MODERN JAPANESE ART HE political changes which had 
taken place in Japan -- the opening of the islands to foreign commerce in 1859, the inevitable struggle 
between the decrepit Shogunate and its recalcitrant vassals, the complete downfall of the former in 
1867, and the establishment of a new political organization, presided over by the Mikado, affecting the 
expressions of its national life to the very core, did not leave the arts untouched. For a decade or so, 
when the nation was seized with a sudden passion for Western ideas, art was sadly neglected, almost 
forgotten. The reorganization of the constitution, the reform of the laws, the formation of an army and 
navy, the construction of highways, railroads, lighthouses, telegraph lines, and the establishment of 
a national system of education, had first to be attended to. The artists, deprived of native patronage, 
starved or found employment in cheap production for the foreign market, and the profession involuntarily 
turned to Europe for guidance. The visible superiority of the Occident in all other matters eventually led 
to a study of the methods and principles of Western art. A number of young men made their way to 
European and American studios, and trained themselves to charcoal studies from Greek casts, and 
oil studies from nature and still life, in the same manner as our art students do. It was even found 
necessary to import Italian painters and sculptors, and to establish art academies, which hitherto had 
been unknown. The results of this influence were twofold. It has created, firstly, a new school, based 
entirely on the art of the West, in which European methods and materials have been adopted to the 
complete exclusion of the Japanese. Secondly, it has penetrated into...

Japanese Art

The Art of Japanese Architecture presents a complete overview of Japanese architecture in its historical 
and cultural context. The book begins with a discussion of early prehistoric dwellings and concludes 
with a description of works by important modern Japanese architects. Along the way it discusses the 
iconic buildings and architectural styles for which Japan is so justly famous--from elegant Shinden and 



Sukiya aristocratic villas like the Kinkakuji "Golden Pavilion" in Kyoto, to imposing Samurai castles like 
Himeji and Matsumoto, and tranquil Zen Buddhist gardens and tea houses to rural Minka thatched-roof 
farmhouses and Shinto shrines. Each period in the development of Japan's architecture is described 
in detail and the most important structures are shown and discussed--including dozens of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. The aesthetic trends in each period are presented within the context of Japanese 
society at the time, providing a unique in-depth understanding of the way Japanese architectural styles 
and buildings have developed over time and the great variety that is visible today. The book is profusely 
illustrated with hundreds of hand-drawn 3D watercolor illustrations and color photos as well as prints, 
maps and diagrams. The new edition features dozens of new photographs and a handy hardcover 
format that is perfect for travelers.

The Art of Japanese Architecture

The art of Japanese woodblock printing, known as ukiyo-e ("pictures of the floating world"), reflects 
the rich history and way of life in Japan hundreds of years ago. Ukiyo-e: The Art of the Japanese Print 
takes a thematic approach to this iconic Japanese art form, considering prints by subject matter: geisha 
and courtesans, kabuki actors, sumo wrestlers, erotica, nature, historical subjects and even images of 
foreigners in Japan. An artist himself, author Frederick Harris—a well-known American collector who 
lived in Japan for 50 years—pays special attention to the methods and materials employed in Japanese 
printmaking. The book traces the evolution of ukiyo-e from its origins in metropolitan Edo (Tokyo) art 
culture as black and white illustrations, to delicate two-color prints and multicolored designs. Advice to 
admirers on how to collect, care for, view and buy Japanese ukiyo-e woodblock prints rounds out this 
book of charming, carefully selected prints.

Ukiyo-e

Secrets of the Brush imparts Zen-like life lessons for finding peace of mind and beauty in living. It 
explains shodo and meditation through an innovative format that blends biography, autobiography, and 
calligraphic art. The author details life-changing Eastern principles by combining old Asian texts, cult 
movies, punk rock, and more, with over 50 years of experience in the Japanese arts. These concepts will 
increase your skill in Asian fine arts, martial arts, tea ceremony, and meditation. Even fans of Western 
art can use Secrets of the Brush to transform their craft.The book is packed with new artwork from 
one of the Western world's leading shodo exponents. Full-page illustrations and an extensive glossary 
complete this guide to life and an ancient Japanese art.

Secrets of the Brush

A collection of imaginative (and even humorous) illustrations of hell and other underworld realms in 
Japanese art works. A great reference for artists and illustrators.

The Art of the Japanese Book

"The book also addresses issues of canon formation: by what complex process are some artists 
and objects singled out to communicate rhetorical or aesthetic meaning while others lapse into the 
background."--BOOK JACKET.

0D : 0D’‹‹

Presents 17 classic Japanese stories as told through 30 illustrated handscrolls ranging from the 13th 
to 19th centuries.

The Artist as Professional in Japan

This is an insightful and intelligent re-thinking of Japanese art history & its Western influences. This 
broad-ranging and profoundly influential analysis describes how Western art institutions and vocabu-
lary were transplanted to Japan in the late nineteenth century. In the 1870-80s, artists and government 
administrators in Japan encountered the Western 'system of the arts' for the first time. Under pressure 
to exhibit and sell its artistic products abroad, Japan's new Meiji government came face-to-face with 
the need to create European-style art schools and museums - and even to establish Japanese words 
for art, painting, artist, and sculpture. "Modern Japanese Art" is a full re-conceptualization of the field 
of Japanese art history, exposing the politics through which the words, categories, and values that 



structure our understanding of the field came to be while revealing the historicity of Western and 
non-Western art history.

Storytelling in Japanese Art

Recently the West has been inundated by a steady flow of images from manga, anime, and the 
video games that are a key part of todays Japanese visual culture. At the same time, Japanese 
contemporary artists are gaining a higher profile overseas: many Westerners are already familiar 
with Takashi Murakamis brightly colored, cartoonlike characters, or with Junko Mizunos grotes-cute 
Lolita-style girls. Perhaps less familiar are the absurd fighting machines of Kenji Yanobe, the many 
disguises of Tomoko Sawada, or the grotesque fairytale landscapes of Tomoko Konoike. Warriors of 
Art features the work of forty of the latest and most relevant contemporary Japanese artists, from 
painters and sculptors, to photographers and performance artists, with lavish full-color spreads of their 
key works. Author Yumi Yamaguchi offers an insightful introduction to the main themes of each artist, 
and builds up a fascinating portrait of the society that has given birth to them: a Japan that still bears 
the scars of atomic destruction, a Japan with a penchant for the cute and the childish, a Japan whose 
manga and anime industries have come to dominate the world. Warriors of Art takes its title from a 
phrase used to describe Taro Okamoto (1911-1996), perhaps the first truly influential contemporary 
artist to emerge in postwar Japan, who fought to bring modern art to a wider audience. Following in 
Okamotos footsteps, the forty artists featured in this book are a new generation of warriors, attacking 
our senses with a shocking mix of the cute, the grotesque, the sexy, and the violent, forcing us to sit 
up and take notice of their vision of Japan.

Modern Japanese Art and the Meiji State

The complex and coherent development of Japanese art during the course of the nineteenth century 
was inadvertently disrupted by a political event: the Meiji Restoration of 1868. Scholars of both 
the preceding Edo (1615–1868) and the succeeding Meiji (1868–1912) eras have shunned the 
decades bordering this arbitrary divide, thus creating an art-historical void that the former view as 
a period of waning technical and creative inventiveness and the latter as one threatened by Meiji 
reforms and indiscriminate westernization and modernization. Challenging Past and Present, to the 
contrary, demonstrates that the period 1840–1890, as seen progressively rather than retrospectively, 
experienced a dramatic transformation in the visual arts, which in turn made possible the creative 
achievements of the twentieth century. The first group of chapters takes as its theme the diverse cultural 
currents of the transitional period, particularly as they applied to art.The second section deals with 
the inconsistent yet determinedly pragmatic courses pursed by artists, entrepreneurs, and patrons to 
achieve a secure footing in the uncertain terrain of early Meiji. Further chapters look at how painters and 
sculptors sought to absorb and integrate foreign influences and reinterpret their own stylistic mediums.

Warriors of Art

It is through the practice of the arts, and not through rules or theory that moral and spiritual values are 
taught in Japan. Author Robert E. Carter examines five arts (or "ways" in Japan): the martial art of 
aikido, Zen landscape gardening, the Way of Tea, the Way of Flowers, and pottery making. Each art 
is more than a mere craft, for each takes as its goal not just the teaching of ethics but the formation 
of the ethical individual. Transformation is the result of diligent practice and each art recognizes the 
importance of the body. Training the mind as well as the body results in important insights, habits, 
and attitudes that involve the whole person, both body and mind. This fascinating book features the 
author's interviews with masters of the arts in Japan and his own experiences with the arts, along with 
background on the arts and ethics from Japanese philosophy and religion. Ultimately, the Japanese 
arts emerge as a deep cultural repository of ideal attitudes and behavior, which lead to enlightenment 
itself.

The Art of Japanese Prints

Spend time in New York City and, soon enough, you will encounter some of the Japanese nationals who 
live and work there—young English students, office workers, painters, and hairstylists. New York City, 
one of the world’s most vibrant and creative cities, is also home to one of the largest overseas Japanese 
populations in the world. Among them are artists and designers who produce cutting-edge work in fields 
such as design, fashion, music, and art. Part of the so-called “creative class” and a growing segment of 
the neoliberal economy, they are usually middle-class and college-educated. They move to New York 



for anywhere from a few years to several decades in the hope of realizing dreams and aspirations 
unavailable to them in Japan. Yet the creative careers they desire are competitive, and many end up 
working illegally in precarious, low paying jobs. Though they often migrate without fixed plans for return, 
nearly all eventually do, and their migrant trajectories are punctuated by visits home. Japanese New 
York offers an intimate, ethnographic portrait of these Japanese creative migrants living and working 
in NYC. At its heart is a universal question—how do adults reinvent their lives? In the absence of any 
material or social need, what makes it worthwhile for people to abandon middle-class comfort and 
home for an unfamiliar and insecure life? Author Olga Sooudi explores these questions in four different 
venues patronized by New York’s Japanese: a grocery store and restaurant, where hopeful migrants 
work part-time as they pursue their ambitions; a fashion designer’s atelier and an art gallery, both sites 
of migrant aspirations. As Sooudi’s migrant artists toil and network, biding time until they “make it” in 
their chosen industries, their optimism is complicated by the material and social limitations of their lives. 
The story of Japanese migrants in NYC is both a story about Japan and a way of examining Japan from 
beyond its borders. The Japanese presence abroad, a dynamic process involving the moving, settling, 
and return to Japan of people and their cultural products, is still underexplored. Sooudi’s work will 
help fill this lacuna and will contribute to international migration studies, to the study of contemporary 
Japanese culture and society, and to the study of Japanese youth, while shedding light on what it 
means to be a creative migrant worker in the global city today.

Challenging Past and Present

The most comprehensive book on the system of Reiki ever published, this book will become an 
invaluable asset for Reiki novices, students and teachers alike. Bringing together every important piece 
of information that has been taught, discussed or written about Reiki since its development in the early 
1900s, it includes information from sources such as living students of the Reiki teachers, Mikao Usui, 
Chujiro Hayashi and Hawayo Takata.

The Japanese Arts and Self-Cultivation

Reiki techniques originated in Japan, in an intensely spiritual period of that country's history. This 
fully-illustrated book traces the system's evolution from a spiritual self-development system to a direct 
hands-on practice. The journey moves from Japan to the USA, out to the world, and back to Japan. 
Focussing on the basic elements in their historical context, this guide contains beautifully grounded 
information that captures a unique sense of the system's traditional Japanese roots. The clarity and 
accessibility of the teachings in the book redefine and strengthen the concept of Reiki as it is practised 
today.

Biographical Dictionary of Japanese Art

Westerners have long been fascinated by Japanese art, but many viewers are unable to fully enjoy 
the work because they are unfamiliar with its distinctive attributes. Now, Stephen Addiss presents a 
complete introduction to one of the world's oldest and most admired art traditions. He discusses the 
composition, color, form, and subject matter of more than 60 outstanding works.

Japanese New York

Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely 
scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, 
modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

Reiki Sourcebook (Revised Ed.)

Maximum Embodiment presents a compelling thesis articulating the historical character of Yoga, 
literally the “Western painting” of Japan. The term designates what was arguably the most important 
movement in modern Japanese art from the late nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries. Perhaps 
the most critical marker of Yoga was its association with the medium of oil-on-canvas, which differed 
greatly from the water-based pigments and inks of earlier Japanese painting. Yoga encompassed both 
establishment fine art and avant-gardist insurgencies, but in both cases, as the term suggests, it was 
typically focused on techniques, motifs, canons, or iconographies that were obtained in Europe and 
deployed by Japanese artists. Despite recent advances in Yoga studies, important questions remain 
unanswered: What specific visuality did the protagonists of Yoga seek from Europe and contribute to 



modern Japanese society? What qualities of representation were so dearly coveted as to stimulate 
dedication to the pursuit of Yoga? What distinguished Yoga in Japanese visual culture? This study 
answers these questions by defining a paradigm of embodied representation unique to Yoga painting 
that may be conceptualized in four registers: first, the distinctive materiality of oil paint pigments on 
the picture surface; second, the depiction of palpable human bodies; third, the identification of the act 
and product of painting with a somatic expression of the artist’s physical being; and finally, rhetorical 
metaphors of political and social incorporation. The so-called Western painters of Japan were driven 
to strengthen subjectivity by maximizing a Japanese sense of embodiment through the technical, 
aesthetic, and political means suggested by these interactive registers of embodiment. Balancing 
critique and sympathy for the twelve Yoga painters who are its principal protagonists, Maximum 
Embodiment investigates the quest for embodiment in some of the most compelling images of modern 
Japanese art. The valiant struggles of artists to garner strongly embodied positions of subjectivity 
in the 1910s and 1930s gave way to despairing attempts at fathoming and mediating the horrifying 
experiences of real life during and after the war in the 1940s and 1950s. The very properties of 
Yoga that had been so conducive to expressing forceful embodiment now produced often gruesome 
imagery of the destruction of bodies. Combining acute visual analysis within a convincing conceptual 
framework, this volume provides an original account of how the drive toward maximum embodiment in 
early twentieth-century Yoga was derailed by an impulse toward maximum disembodiment.

Japanese Art

This is a collectiion of the works of contemporary sculptor Masayuki Nagare. Born into a former samurai 
household in 1923, Nagare was a rebellious young man who later became a fighter pilot in the Imperial 
Japanese Navy. Though he had long been interested in art, it was only after the war that his career as 
a painter, designer, and sculptor began in earnest.

Japanese Art Of Reiki

Japanese art, like so many expressions of Japanese culture, is fascinatingly rich in its contrasts and 
paradoxes. Since the country opened its doors to the outside world in the mid-nineteenth century. 
Japanese art and culture have enjoyed an immense popularity in the West. When in 1993 renowned 
scholar Penelope Mason wrote the the first edition of History of Japanese Art, it was the first such 
volume in thirty yearsto chart a detailed overview of the subject. It remains the only comprehensive 
survey of its kind in English. This second edition ties together more closely the development of all 
the media within a well-articulated historical and social context. New to the Second Edition Extended 
coverage of Japanese art beyond 1945 New discoveries both in archeology and scholarship New 
material on calligraphy, ceramics, lacquerware, metalware, and textiles An extended glossary A 
comprehensively updated bibliography 94 new illustrations

Modern Japanese Prints

The Art of Persistence examines the relations between art and politics in transwar Japan, exploring 
these via a microhistory of the artist, memoirist, and activist Akamatsu Toshiko (also known as 
Maruki Toshi, 1912–2000). Scaling up from the details of Akamatsu’s lived experience, the book 
addresses major events in modern Japanese history, including colonization and empire, war, the 
nuclear bombings, and the transwar proletarian movement. More broadly, it outlines an ethical position 
known as persistence, which occupies the grey area between complicity and resistance: Like resilience, 
persistence signals a commitment to not disappearing—a fierce act of taking up space but often from 
a position of privilege, among the classes and people in power. Akamatsu grew up in a settler-colonial 
family in rural Hokkaido before attending arts college in Tokyo and becoming one of the first women 
to receive formal training as an oil painter in Japan. She later worked as a governess in the home 
of a Moscow diplomat and traveled to the Japanese Mandate in Micronesia before returning home 
to write and illustrate children’s books set in the Pacific. She married the surrealist poet and painter 
Maruki Iri (1901–1995), and together in 1948—and in defiance of Occupation censorship—they began 
creating and exhibiting the Nuclear Series, some of the most influential and powerful artwork depicting 
the aftermath of the Hiroshima bombing. For the next forty or more years, the couple toured the world 
to protest war and nuclear proliferation and were nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1995. With 
abundant excerpts and drawings from Akamatsu’s journals and sketchbooks, The Art of Persistence 
offers a bridge between scholarship on imperial Japan and postwar memory cultures, arguing for the 
importance of each individual’s historical agency. While uncovering the longue durée of Japan’s visual 



cultures of war, it charts the development of the national(ist) “literature for little citizens” movement and 
Japan’s postwar reorientation toward global multiculturalism. Finally, the work proposes ways to enlist 
artwork generally, and the museum specifically, as a site of ethical engagement.

Japanese Art

Explore the ancient technique of Japanese ink painting. The art of sumi-e, which means "ink picture," 
combines calligraphy and ink-painting to produce brush painting compositions of rare beauty. This 
beauty is paradoxical--ancient but modern, simple but sophisticated, bold but subdued--no doubt 
reflecting the art's spiritual basis in Zen Buddhism. At the same time, sumi-e painting is firmly rooted in 
the natural world, its various techniques serving as the painter's language for describing the wonders 
of nature. Buddhist priests brought the ink stick and the bamboo-handled brush to Japan from China 
in the sixth century, and over the past fourteen centuries, Japan has developed a rich heritage of 
ink-painting. Today the artistry of sumi-e can be admired in books, reproductions, and museums, but the 
techniques of the art have been much less accessible. As a result, little information has been available 
to the inquisitive Western artist attracted to Japanese sumi-e. This book, designed to help remedy that 
deficiency, is the product of the author's study with her teacher, Ukai Uchiyama, master calligraphist 
and artist. It contains extensive explanations of technique as well as detailed painting instructions and 
diagrams.

The Art of the Japanese Screen

The Western discovery of Japanese paintings at nineteenth-century world’s fairs and export shops 
catapulted Japanese art to new levels of international popularity. With that popularity, however, came 
criticism, as Western writers began to lament a perceived end to pure Japanese art and a rise in 
westernized cultural hybrids. The Japanese response: nihonga, a traditional style of painting that 
reframed existing techniques to distinguish them from Western artistic conventions. Making Modern 
Japanese-Style Painting explores the visual characteristics and social functions of nihonga and traces 
its relationship to the past, its viewers, and emerging notions of the modern Japanese state. Chelsea 
Foxwell sheds light on interlinked trends in Japanese nationalist discourse, government art policy, 
American and European commentary on Japanese art, and the demands of export. The seminal artist 
Kano Hogai (1828–88) is one telling example: originally a painter for the shogun, his art eventually 
evolved into novel, eerie images meant to satisfy both Japanese and Western audiences. Rather 
than simply absorbing Western approaches, nihonga as practiced by Hogai and others broke with 
pre-Meiji painting even as it worked to neutralize the rupture. By arguing that fundamental changes to 
audience expectations led to the emergence of nihonga—a traditional interpretation of Japanese art 
for a contemporary, international market—Making Modern Japanese-Style Painting offers a fresh look 
at an important aspect of Japan’s development into a modern nation.

Paris in Japan

"Volume accompanies the exhibition ... presented at Japan Society Gallery, New York, from October 5, 
2007, through January 13, 2008"--T.p. verso.

How to Look At Japanese Art

Artistic Japan
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