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Explore Jean Rhys's iconic novel, 'Wide Sargasso Sea,' a brilliant prequel to Charlotte Brontë's 
'Jane Eyre.' This postcolonial literature masterpiece delves into the tragic backstory of Antoinette 
Cosway (Bertha Mason), set against the vibrant yet decaying backdrop of the Caribbean. Discover 
the full narrative that explores themes of identity, madness, and colonial oppression, offering a crucial 
counter-narrative to the original gothic tale.

Each textbook in our library is carefully selected to enhance your understanding of 
complex topics.
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This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
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Wide Sargasso Sea

One of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World' A gorgeous clothbound edition of Jean Rhys's 
great masterpiece of desire and madness in the Caribbean, published for the novel's fiftieth anniversary. 
Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress Antoinette Cosway 
meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. After their marriage, 
however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband against her. Caught between 
his demands and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably driven towards 
madness, and her husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study of betrayal, 
a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece. 'She took one of 
the works of genius of the nineteenth century and turned it inside-out to create one of the works of 
genius of the twentieth century' Michele Roberts, The Times

Wide Sargasso Sea

This "tour de force" (New York Times Book Review) celebrates its 50th anniversary.

Focus on Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys

Antoinette Cosway is a Creole heiress living in Jamaica, who meets and marries a young Englishman, 
Mr Rochester. Taken from the vibrant, sensual Caribbean landscape to England, Antoinette finds herself 
the centre of disturbing rumours which gradually posion her husband's mind against her.

Penguin Student Edition Wide Sargasso Sea

Unlock the more straightforward side of Wide Sargasso Sea with this concise and insightful summary 
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys, which 
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was inspired by Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and tells the story of the most frequently overlooked char-
acter in that novel: Bertha Mason, the infamous “madwoman in the attic”. Rhys’s novel takes the reader 
back to Bertha’s childhood in the Caribbean, when she was known by the name Antoinette Cosway, and 
explores how her status as an outcast, her unhappy marriage and the pernicious influence of rumour 
and slander eventually transform her from a quiet child into the deranged character from Brontë’s 
novel. Wide Sargasso Sea was the last novel published by Jean Rhys prior to her death in 1979, and 
is generally considered her masterpiece. It was also partially influenced by Rhys’s own childhood in 
the Caribbean. Find out everything you need to know about Wide Sargasso Sea in a fraction of the 
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: •A complete plot summary •Character 
studies •Key themes and symbols •Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? 
Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading 
journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity 
to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with 
BrightSummaries.com!

Jean Rhys

Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: 2,00, University of Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Colonial and Postcolonial Literatures, 
language: English, abstract: Wide Sargasso Sea is one of the best-known literary postcolonial replies to 
the writing of Charlotte Bronte and a brilliant deconstruction of what is known as the author's "worlding" 
in Jane Eyre. The novel written by Jean Rhys tells the story of Jane Eyre's protagonist, Edward 
Rochester. The plot takes place in West Indies where Rochester met his first wife, Bertha Antoinette 
Mason. Wide Sargasso Sea influences the common reading and understanding of the matrix novel, as it 
rewrites crucial parts of Jane Eyre. The heroine in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Antoinette Cosway, 
is created out of demonic and bestialic Bertha Mason from Jane Eyre. Rhys's great achievement in her 
re-writing of the Bronte's text is her creation of a double to the madwoman from Jane Eyre. The heroine 
of Wide Sargasso Sea, the beautiful Antoinette Cosway, heiress of the post-emancipation fortune is 
created out of the demonc and bestialic Bertha Mason. The author transforms the first Mrs Rochester 
into an individual figure whose madness is caused by imperialistic and patriarchal oppression The 
vision of Bertha/Antoinette as an insane offspring from a family plagued by madness is no longer 
plausible to the reader. In this essay I would like to focus the factors which led to the madness of the 
protagonist. Although Bertha Mason and Jane Eyre seem to be enemies and contradictory characters 
in the Victorian novel, many critics find several similarities between the two heroines, their life and finally 
between Jane Eyre and Wide Sargasso Sea. Seeing Jane Eyre and Antoinette Cosway as sisters and 
doubles is very popular with some critics who dealt with the works of Charlotte Bronte and Jean Rhys. 
Nevertheless, I would like to focus in this essay on Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's criticism on viewing 
and interpreting the two heroines. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak in her essay "Three Women's Texts and a 
Critique of Imperialism" values also Jean Rhys for telling the story of Bertha Mason through the Creole 
perspective, but she criticises the author for marginalising the native inhabitants of West Indies.

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (Book Analysis)

In this Reader's Guide, Carl Plasa provides a comprehensive survey and analysis of the most 
stimulating critical responses to Wide Sargasso Sea. The opening chapter outlines initial reactions 
to the novel from English and Caribbean critics, charting the differences between them. Chapter Two 
explores Wide Sargasso Sea 's dialogue with Jane Eyre and the theoretical questions it has raised. 
Succeeding chapters examine how critics have assessed the racial politics of Rhys's text, discuss the 
novel's African Caribbean cultural legacy, and explore how critics read the work both in terms of its 
moment of production and the early Victorian period in which it is set.

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Seminar paper from the year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Compar-
ative Literature, grade: 2,7, University of Constance, course: British and American Studies, language: 
English, abstract: This work focuses on the question of identity in the novel "Wide Sargasso Sea". 
Antoinette, the female protagonist of Jean Rhys’ novel "Wide Sargasso Sea\

A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea



Wild Sargasso Sea is Jean Rhys's story of Antoinette Cosway, the first Mrs Rochester of Charlotte 
Bronte's Jane Eyre. Set in Jamaica, this work paints a portrait of a young girl doomed by society, the 
past and the future to become the most notorious madwoman in English literature.

Jean Rhys

This book revisits Jean Rhys’s ground-breaking 1966 novel to explore its cultural and artistic influence 
in the areas of not only literature and literary criticism, but fashion design, visual art, and the theatre 
as well. Building on symposia that were held in London and New York in 2016 in honour of the novel’s 
half-century, this collection demonstrates just how timely Rhys’s insights into colonial history, sexual 
relations, and aesthetics continue to be. The chapters include an extensive interview with novelist Caryl 
Phillips, who in 2018 published a novel about Rhys’s life, an account of how Wide Sargasso Sea can be 
read through the lens of the #MeToo Movement, a clothing line inspired by the novel, and new critical 
directions. As both a celebration and scholarly evaluation, the collection shows how enduring Rhys’s 
novel is in its continuing literary influence and social commentary.

On the Question of Identity in the Novel Wide Sargasso Sea of Jean Rhys

Julia Martin is in Paris and at the end of her rope. Once beautiful, she was taken care of by men. Now 
after being dropped by her latest lover, she visits London to see her ailing mother and meets up with her 
distrustful sister, Norah. This is a haunting picture of two desperate women in a desperate predicament.

Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea

Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: 1.0, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, course: The Victorian Afterlife, 12 entries 
in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Bertha Mason in Charlotte Bront 's Jane Eyre is a 
character without history or personality. She is depicted as a mere beast, bent on destroying her 
husband. The reader knows -and dreads- her from both Jane's and Rochester's perspective. Rochester 
claims that Bertha's lunacy was the sole trigger for the disaster that followed, but the narration reveals 
hints that suggest other factors may have contributed to the destruction of their marriage. Jean Rhys 
proposed a past for Bertha and her husband. Her novel Wide Sargasso Sea creates a life for Bertha, on 
the background of which her madness is neither surprising nor inevitable. Whereas there is no doubt 
that she does become insane at the end of Rhys's novel, the reason for this is not her evil nature but 
a destructive relationship along with her transportation away from everything she ever knew into the 
cold of England. Wide Sargasso Sea is more than a prequel to a famous Victorian novel. It speaks out 
not only for Bertha but for all the other West Indian women who found themselves in similar situations.

Wide Sargasso Sea at 50

One of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World' 'Rhys took one of the works of genius of 
the 19th Century and turned it inside-out to create one of the works of genius of the 20th Century' 
Michele Roberts Jean Rhys's masterpiece tells the story of Jane Eyre's 'madwoman in the attic', 
Bertha Rochester. Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress 
Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. 
After their marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband against 
her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably 
driven towards madness, and her husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study 
of betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece. Edited 
with an introduction and notes by Angela Smith

After Leaving Mr. Mackenzie

Essay from the year 2012 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Comparative 
Literature, grade: Distinction, The Open University, course: M.A. English, language: English, abstract: 
This essay interrogates the way in which Jean Rhys utilises a backdrop of potent gothic mechanisms 
and echoes the stricken anarchy of post emancipation colonial rule in 'Wide Sargasso Sea' to enhance 
the audience’s reading and to enable her protagonist to hold a slanted mirror to the world of 'Jane 
Eyre'. Rhys utilises a backdrop of potent gothic mechanisms and echoes the stricken anarchy of 
post emancipation colonial rule in her writing to enhance the audience’s reading and to enable her 
protagonist to hold a slanted mirror to the world of 'Jane Eyre'. At first, it seems incongruous that the 



vibrant, post colonialist backdrop of 'Wide Sargasso Sea', soaked by the ‘brazen sun’ (1) should be 
so richly entangled with the shadowy landscapes of the European gothic. 'Jane Eyre' is punctuated 
by claustrophobic English imagery to add an atmospheric sense of terror, particularly noticeable in 
Brontë’s description of the violent Thornfield countryside, where the landscape seems animated by 
some nameless, feral horror; the beck is ‘a torrent, turbid and curbless: it tore asunder the wood, and 
sent a raving sound through the air, often thickened with wild rain or whirling sleet; and for the forest 
on its banks, that showed only ranks of skeleton.’ (p.64)

Rochester and Bertha in Jane Eyre and Wide Sargasso Sea: An Impossible Match

One of the BBC's '100 Novels that Shaped the World' Jean Rhys's spell-binding novel Wide Sargasso 
Sea, inspired by Jane Eyre and winner the Royal Society of Literature Award is beautifully repackaged 
as part of the Penguin Essentials range. 'There is no looking glass here and I don't know what I am like 
now... Now they have taken everything away. What am I doing in this place and who am I?' If Antoinette 
Cosway, a spirited Creole heiress, could have foreseen the terrible future that awaited her, she would 
not have married the young Englishman. Initially drawn to her beauty and sensuality, he becomes 
increasingly frustrated by his inability to reach into her soul. He forces Antoinette to conform to his rigid 
Victorian ideals, unaware that in taking away her identity he is destroying a part of himself as well as 
pushing her towards madness. Set against the lush backdrop of 1830s Jamaica, Jean Rhys's powerful, 
haunting masterpiece was inspired by her fascination with the first Mrs Rochester, the mad wife in 
Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre. 'Compelling, painful and exquisite' Guardian 'Brilliant. A tale of dislocation 
and dispossession, which Rhys writes with a kind of romantic cynicism, desperate and pungent' The 
Times 'Rhys turns a menacing cipher into a grieving, plausible young woman, and one whose story 
says whole worlds about global mixtures, about the misunderstandings between the colonized, the 
colonizers and the people who can't easily say which they are' Time Jean Rhys was born in Dominica 
in 1890, the daughter of a Welsh doctor and a white Creole mother, and came to England when she 
was sixteen. Her first book, a collection of stories called The Left Bank, was published in 1927. This 
was followed by Quartet (originally Postures, 1928), After Leaving Mr Mackenzie (1930), Voyage in 
the Dark (1934) and Good Morning, Midnight (1939). None of these books was particularly successful 
and with the outbreak of war they went out of print. Jean Rhys dropped from sight until nearly twenty 
years later she was discovered living reclusively in Cornwall. During those years she had accumulated 
the stories collected in Tigers are Better-Looking. In 1966 she made a sensational reappearance with 
Wide Sargasso Sea, which won the Royal Society of Literature Award and the W. H. Smith Award. 
Her final collection of stories, Sleep It Off Lady, appeared in 1976 and Smile Please, her unfinished 
autobiography, was published posthumously in 1979. Jean Rhys died in 1979.

Modern Classics Wide Sargasso Sea

This is Jean Rhys' powerful and compassionate story of the first Mrs Rochester, haunted by her 
brother's death and the madness of her mother, she is trapped in a marriage with a man who wants to 
take her away from Jamaica to England.

An Enhanced Reading of Jean Rhys' Wide Sargasso Sea. Considering Source Texts Other than Jane 
Eyre

A Companion to the British and Irish Novel 1945-2000 serves as an extended introduction and 
reference guide to the British and Irish novel between the close of World War II and the turn of the 
millennium. Covers a wide range of authors from Samuel Beckett to Salman Rushdie Provides readings 
of key novels, including Graham Greene’s ‘Heart of the Matter’, Jean Rhys’s ‘Wide Sargasso Sea’ and 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s ‘The Remains of the Day’ Considers particular subgenres, such as the feminist novel 
and the postcolonial novel Discusses overarching cultural, political and literary trends, such as screen 
adaptations and the literary prize phenomenon Gives readers a sense of the richness and diversity of 
the novel during this period and of the vitality with which it continues to be discussed

Penguin Essentials Wide Sargasso Sea

A student-friendly guide to the life, work, context and reception of the author of Wide Sargasso Sea.

Wide Sargasso Sea



A Christmas Carol is Charles Dickens’ most famous book and arguably the world’s most read Christmas 
story. Here, we follow Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly and mean-spirited businessman, who undergoes 
a total transformation and becomes a kind person after being haunted by ghosts on Christmas Eve. 
It is one of the great classics of world literature, here accompanied by other classics from Dickens’ 
Christmas repertoire, like A Christmas Tree and The Seven Poor Travellers. CHARLES DICKENS 
[1812–1870], born in Portsmouth, England, was the most popular English-language novelist of his time. 
He created a fictional world that reflected the social and technological changes during the Victorian era. 
Among his most famous works are David Copperfield, Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, A Tale of Two 
Cities, A Christmas Carol, and The Pickwick Papers.

A Companion to the British and Irish Novel 1945 - 2000

The last of the four novels Jean Rhys wrote in interwar Paris, Good Morning, Midnight is the culmination 
of a searing literary arc, which established Rhys as an astute observer of human tragedy. Her 
everywoman heroine, Sasha, must confront the loves-- and losses-- of her past in this mesmerizing 
and formally daring psychological portrait.

The Wide Sargasso Sea

The renowned poet and author of The Handmaid's Tale "brings a swift, powerful energy" to this "intimate 
and immediate" poetry collection (Publishers Weekly). These beautifully crafted poems -- by turns dark, 
playful, intensely moving, tender, and intimate -- make up Margaret Atwood's most accomplished and 
versatile gathering to date, setting foot on the middle ground / between body and word. Some draw 
on history, some on myth, both classical and popular. Others, more personal, concern themselves with 
love, with the fragility of the natural world, and with death, especially in the elegiac series of meditations 
on the death of a parent. But they also inhabit a contemporary landscape haunted by images of the 
past. Generous, searing, compassionate, and disturbing, this poetry rises out of human experience to 
seek a level between luminous memory and the realities of the everyday, between the capacity to inflict 
and the strength to forgive.

The Cambridge Introduction to Jean Rhys

The first collected and annotated edition of Carroll's brilliant, witty poems, edited by Gillian Beer. 'Twas 
brillig, and the slithy toves / Did gyre and gimble in the wabe...' wrote Lewis Carroll in his wonderfully 
playful poem of nonsense verse, 'Jabberwocky'. This new edition collects together the marvellous range 
of Carroll's poetry, including nonsense verse, parodies, burlesques, and more. Alongside the title piece 
are such enduringly wonderful pieces as 'The Walrus and the Carpenter', 'The Mock Turtle's Song', 
'Father William' and many more. This edition also includes notes, a chronology and an introduction by 
Gillian Beer that discusses Carroll's love of puzzles and wordplay and the relationship of his poetry with 
the Alice books 'Opening at random Gillian Beer's new edition of Lewis Carroll's poems, Jabberwocky 
and Other Nonsense, guarantees a pleasurable experience - not all of it nonsensical' - Times Literary 
Supplement Lewis Carroll was the pen-name of the Reverend Charles Lutwidge Dodgson. Born in 
1832, he was educated at Rugby School and Christ Church, Oxford, where he was appointed lecturer 
in mathematics in 1855, and where he spent the rest of his life. In 1861 he took deacon's orders, but 
shyness and a stammer prevented him from seeking the priesthood. His most famous works, Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland (1865) and Through the Looking-Glass (1872), were originally written for 
Alice Liddell, the daughter of the Dean of his college. Charles Dodgson died of bronchitis in 1898. 
Gillian Beer is King Edward VII Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Cambridge and 
past President of Clare Hall College. She is a Fellow of the British Academy and of the Royal Society 
of Literature. Among her works are Darwin's Plots (1983; third edition, 2009), George Eliot (1986), 
Arguing with the Past: Essays in Narrative from Woolf to Sidney (1989), Open Fields: Science in Cultural 
Encounter (1996) and Virginia Woolf: The Common Ground (1996).

A Christmas Carol and Other Christmas Writings

The tortured life of Jean Rhys, author of The Wild Sargasso Sea.

Good Morning, Midnight

Essay from the year 2017 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: A, , course: Caribbean 
Literature, language: English, abstract: This paper analyses the liminal existence of Antoinette in Jean 



Rhys’ "Wide Sargasso Sea" and Bertha Mason in Charlotte Bronte’s "Jane Eyre". The paper analyses 
the condition of the characters, especially the creole heiress in both of these novels, under the light 
of Victor Turner’s theory of Liminality. In doing so, it aims to highlight the importance of a sense of 
belonging and a foothold in shaping a person’s identity and sanity.

Morning in the Burned House

Neglected and forgotten for many years, the arresting, elliptical novels written by Dominican-born Jean 
Rhys are now widely acclaimed. Her last and most famous novel, Wide Sargasso Sea, her retelling of 
Jane Eyre, is a central text for the imaginative re-examination of gender and colonial power relations. 
Helen Carr's account draws on both recent feminism and postcolonial theory, and places Rhys's work 
in relation to modernist and postmodernist writing.

Jabberwocky and Other Nonsense

A 2017 RT Reviewer's Choice Nominee for Best Digital Historical! One of Goodreads' Best Romances 
of July A RT Book Review Top Pick! “Sebastian proves she is a new force to be reckoned with in 
historical romances.”—Booklist Rogue. Libertine. Rake. Lord Courtenay has been called many things 
and has never much cared. But after the publication of a salacious novel supposedly based on his 
exploits, he finds himself shunned from society. Unable to see his nephew, he is willing to do anything 
to improve his reputation, even if that means spending time with the most proper man in London. Julian 
Medlock has spent years becoming the epitome of correct behavior. As far as he cares, if Courtenay 
finds himself in hot water, it’s his own fault for behaving so badly—and being so blasted irresistible. But 
when Julian’s sister asks him to rehabilitate Courtenay’s image, Julian is forced to spend time with the 
man he loathes—and lusts after—most. As Courtenay begins to yearn for a love he fears he doesn’t 
deserve, Julian starts to understand how desire can drive a man to abandon all sense of propriety. But 
he has secrets he’s determined to keep, because if the truth came out, it would ruin everyone he loves. 
Together, they must decide what they’re willing to risk for love.

A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea

'An exquisite collection from an exciting new voice in short fiction' Lady A woman battles bluebottles as 
she plots an ill-judged encounter with a stranger; a young husband commutes a treacherous route to his 
job in the city, fearful for the wife and small daughter he has left behind; a mother struggles to understand 
her nine-year-old son's obsession with dead birds and the apocalypse. In Danielle McLaughlin's stories, 
the world is both beautiful and alien. Men and women negotiate their surroundings as a tourist might 
navigate a distant country: watchfully, with a mixture of wonder and apprehension. Here are characters 
living lives in translation, ever at the mercy of distortions and misunderstandings, striving to make sense 
both of the spaces they inhabit and of the people they share them with.

Wide Sargasso Sea

Argues that by meeting the vast administrative challenge of the British Empire - thorough maps and 
surveys, censuses and statistics - Victorian administrators developed a new symbiosis of knowledge 
and power. The book draws on works by Rudyard Kipling, H.G. Wells and Bram Stoker.

After Mrs Rochester

Her grand attempt to tell what she felt was the story of Jane Eyre's 'madwoman in the attic', Bertha 
Rochester, Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea is edited with an introduction and notes by Angela Smith in 
Penguin Classics. Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of 1930s Jamaica, white Creole heiress 
Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. 
After their marriage, however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband against 
her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of belonging, Antoinette is inexorably 
driven towards madness, and her husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study 
of betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is Jean Rhys's brief, beautiful masterpiece. Jean 
Rhys (1894-1979) was born in Dominica. Coming to England aged 16, she drifted into various jobs 
before moving to Paris, where she began writing and was 'discovered' by Ford Madox Ford. Her novels, 
often portraying women as underdogs out to exploit their sexualities, were ahead of their time and 
only modestly successful. From 1939 (when Good Morning, Midnight was written) onwards she lived 
reclusively, and was largely forgotten when she made a sensational comeback with her account of 



Jane Eyre's Bertha Rochester, Wide Sargasso Sea, in 1966. If you enjoyed Wide Sargasso Sea, you 
might like Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre, also available in Penguin Classics. 'She took one of the works 
of genius of the nineteenth century and turned it inside-out to create one of the works of genius of the 
twentieth century' Michele Roberts, The Times

The portrayal of Antoinette in Wide Sargasso Sea and Bertha Mason in Jane Eyre as a Liminal 
Persona

The fortieth anniversary reissue of the best-selling "tour de force" (Walter Allen, New York Times Book 
Review).

Jean Rhys

LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILEYS WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION AND SHORTLISTED FOR THE 
DESMOND ELLIOTT PRIZE 2016 Part mystery, part psychological drama, Julia Rochester's The 
House at the Edge of the World is a darkly comic, unorthodox and thrilling debut When I was eighteen, 
my father fell off a cliff. It was a stupid way to die. John Venton's drunken fall from a Devon cliff leaves his 
family with an embarrassing ghost. His twin children, Morwenna and Corwin, flee in separate directions 
to take up their adult lives. Their mother, enraged by years of unhappy marriage, embraces merry 
widowhood. Only their grandfather finds solace in the crumbling family house, endlessly painting their 
story onto a large canvas map. His brightly coloured map, with its tiny pictures of shipwrecks, forgotten 
houses, saints and devils, is a work of his imagination, a collection of local myths and histories. But it 
holds a secret. As the twins are drawn grudgingly back to the house, they discover that their father's 
absence is part of the map's mysterious pull. The House at the Edge of the World is the compellingly 
told story of how family and home can be both a source of comfort and a wholly destructive force. 
Cutting to the undignified half-truths every family conceals, it asks the questions we all must confront: 
who are we responsible for and, ultimately, who do we belong to? 'A story that carries you along - clever 
plotting and a startling outcome. An impressive first novel' Penelope Lively 'Wonderfully crisp and funny 
and it's so full of vivid, surprising images that the reader almost doesn't notice the moment that deep 
secrets begin to be revealed' Emma Healey, author of Elizabeth is Missing Julia Rochester grew up on 
the Exe Estuary in Devon. She studied in London, Berlin and Cambridge and has worked for the BBC 
Portuguese Service and for Amnesty International as Researcher on Brazil. She lives in London with 
her husband and daughter.

The Ruin of a Rake

Jean Rhys' writings are examined through the frames of feminist criticism and literary theory, providing 
close readings of the texts and their language. The book explores the various forms of feminine dissent 
at work in Jean Rhys' fiction. She is shown to develop an ethics of subversion through resistance 
to closure, irony, parody and her daring rewriting of Jane Eyre. Each novel is treated as a complete 
aesthetic whole, with substantial references to the short stories, for a more penetrating insight into 
Jean Rhys' fictional universe.

Dinosaurs on Other Planets

Story of a young woman in the Caribbean whose family's past will be used against her by her 
cold-hearted and prideful husband, Rochester.

The Wide Sargasso Sea

The Imperial Archive
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