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This article explores the profound and lasting impact of the Holocaust in Hungary, reflecting on the 
tragic events that unfolded sixty years ago. It delves into the systematic persecution and destruction of 
the Hungarian Jewish community, examining the historical context, memory, and the critical importance 
of continued remembrance and education about this dark chapter in World War II history.
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The Holocaust in Hungary

According to most historians, the Holocaust in Hungary represented a unique chapter in the singular 
history of what the Nazis termed as the ?Final Solution? of the ?Jewish question? in Europe. More than 
seventy years after the Shoah, the origins and prehistory as well as the implementation and aftermath of 
the genocide still provide ample ground for scholarship. In fact, Hungarian historians began to seriously 
deal with these questions only after the 1980s. Since then, however, a consistently active and productive 
debate has been waged about the history and interpretation of the Holocaust in Hungary and with the 
passage of time, more and more questions have been raised in connection with its memorialization. 
This volume includes twelve selected scholarly papers thematically organized under four headings: 1. 
The newest trends in the study of the Holocaust in Hungary. 2. The anti-Jewish policies of Hungary 
during the interwar period 3. The Holocaust era in Hungary 4. National and international aspects of 
Holocaust remembrance. The studies reflect on the anti-Jewish atmosphere in Hungary during the 
interwar period; analyze the decision-making process that led to the deportations, and the options 
left open to the Hungarian government. They also provide a detailed presentation of the Holocaust in 
Transylvania and describe the experience of Hungarian Jewish refugees in Austria after the end of the 
war. ÿ

The Holocaust in Hungary

A fundamental study on contemporary problems related to the Holocaust in Hungary.
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This examination of the Holocaust in Hungary synthesizes the results of a wide range of investigations 
and evaluates the historical lessons of the Holocaust in one country. The first part contains historical 
overviews and introductions; the second part discusses historical antecedents in nine studies on histor-
ical, political-ideological, cultural, socioeconomic and psychological factors that led to the destruction 
of Hungarian Jewry. The third part of the book, covering the Holocaust era itself, is comprised of 12 
studies on the machinery of destruction. The final part includes 15 essays on the consequences of the 
Holocaust and on Jewish life in Hungary after the war.

The Holocaust in Hungary

The Holocaust in Hungary provides a comprehensive documentary account of one of the most brutal 
and effective killing campaigns in history. After Nazi Germany took control of Hungary late in World War 
II, Jews were rounded up with unprecedented speed and sent directly to Auschwitz. They would form 
the largest group of victims who perished in that camp. The complex interplay between German and 
Hungarian actors brought about the annihilation of a once-thriving Jewish community and the murder 
of hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women, and children. The authors present extensive reports, 
testimonies, and other primary sources of these events accompanied by in-depth commentary that 
spans the years from the late 1930s to the fractured political landscape of postwar Hungary.

The Nazis' Last Victims

The Nazis' Last Victims articulates and historically scrutinizes both the uniqueness and the universality 
of the Holocaust in Hungary, a topic often minimized in general works on the Holocaust. The result 
of the 1994 conference at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum on the fiftieth anniversary 
of the deportation of Hungarian Jewry, this anthology examines the effects on Hungary as the last 
country to be invaded by the Germans. The Nazis' Last Victims questions what Hungarians knew of 
their impending fate and examines the heightened sense of tension and haunting drama in Hungary, 
where the largest single killing process of the Holocaust period occurred in the shortest amount 
of time. Through the combination of two vital components of history writing—the analytical and the 
recollective—The Nazis' Last Victims probes the destruction of the last remnant of European Jewry in 
the Holocaust.

Genocide and Rescue

In this book historians examine one of the greatest tragedies of World War II, the deportation and 
murder of 435,000 Hungarian Jews during the last months of the war.

Handbook of Jewish Languages

This handbook, the first of its kind, includes descriptions of the ancient and modern Jewish languages 
other than Hebrew, including historical and linguistic overviews, numerous text samples, and compre-
hensive bibliographies.

The Struggle for Understanding

An in-depth look at Elie Wiesel’s writings, from his earliest works to his final novels. Elie Wiesel 
(1928–2016) was one of the most important literary voices to emerge from the Holocaust. The Nazis 
took the lives of most of his family, destroyed the community in which he was raised, and subjected 
him to ghettoization, imprisonment in Auschwitz and Buchenwald, and a death march. It is remarkable 
not only that Wiesel survived and found a way to write about his experiences, but that he did so with 
elegance and profundity. His novels grapple with questions of tradition, memory, trauma, madness, 
atrocity, and faith. The Struggle for Understanding examines Wiesel’s literary, religious, and cultural 
roots and the indelible impact of the Holocaust on his storytelling. Grouped in sections on Hasidic 
origins, the role of the Other, theology and tradition, and later works, the chapters cover the entire 
span of Wiesel’s career. Books analyzed include the novels Dawn, The Forgotten, The Gates of the 
Forest, The Town Beyond the Wall, The Testament, The Time of the Uprooted, The Sonderberg Case, 
and Hostage, as well as his memoir, Night. What emerges is a portrait of Wiesel’s work in its full literary 
richness. Victoria Nesfield is Research Coordinator in the Humanities Research Centre at the University 
of York, in the United Kingdom. Philip Smith is Professor of English at the Savannah College of Art and 
Design Hong Kong.
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Bringing the Dark Past to Light

Despite the Holocaust's profound impact on the history of Eastern Europe, the communist regimes 
successfully repressed public discourse about and memory of this tragedy. Since the collapse of 
communism in 1989, however, this has changed. Not only has a wealth of archival sources become 
available, but there have also been oral history projects and interviews recording the testimonies of 
eyewitnesses who experienced the Holocaust as children and young adults. Recent political, social, and 
cultural developments have facilitated a more nuanced and complex understanding of the continuities 
and discontinuities in representations of the Holocaust. People are beginning to realize the significant 
role that memory of Holocaust plays in contemporary discussions of national identity in Eastern 
Europe. This volume of original essays explores the memory of the Holocaust and the Jewish past 
in postcommunist Eastern Europe. Devoting space to every postcommunist country, the essays in 
Bringing the Dark Past to Light explore how the memory of the "dark pasts" of Eastern European nations 
is being recollected and reworked. In addition, it examines how this memory shapes the collective 
identities and the social identity of ethnic and national minorities. Memory of the Holocaust has practical 
implications regarding the current development of national cultures and international relationships.

Polin: Studies in Polish Jewry Volume 31

In the early 1900s the Jewish communities of Poland and Hungary were the largest in the world and the 
most vibrant, yet despite the obvious similarities historians have preferred to highlight the differences 
and emphasize the central European character of Hungarian Jewry. Collectively, these essays offer a 
very different perspective.

Fascist Interactions

Although studies of fascism have constituted one of the most fertile areas of historical inquiry in recent 
decades, more and more scholars have called for a new agenda with more research beyond Italy 
and Germany, less preoccupation with definition and classification, and more sustained focus on the 
relationships among different fascist formations before 1945. Starting from a critical assessment of 
these imperatives, this rigorous volume charts a historiographical path that transcends rigid distinctions 
while still developing meaningful criteria of differentiation. Even as we take fascism seriously as a 
political phenomenon, such an approach allows us to better understand its distinctive contradictions 
and historical variations.

Patriots without a Homeland

Patriots without a Homeland dissects an important underexplored theme in Hungarian Jewry: Modern 
Orthodoxy. This study clearly demonstrates that beginning from the late nineteenth century, a strong 
modernizing trend developed within Orthodoxy based on the adoption of Hungarian national identity 
alongside the preservation of tradition. Modern Orthodoxy was receptive to the Hungarian language, 
culture, and religion. However, the attempt to integrate failed. The book traces the journey of Hungarian 
Jews from Emancipation to the Holocaust and seeks to understand the reasons for the Jews’ complete 
trust in Hungarian integrity. For instance, why did they believe until the very last moment that the 
Holocaust would not affect them? How could they fail to notice the impending disaster? This is the story 
of a community that felt rooted in the land and contributed greatly to its well-being, but was eventually 
rejected: the story of patriots without a homeland.

Literature of the Holocaust

During and in the aftermath of the dark period of the Holocaust, writers across Europe and America 
sought to express their feelings and experiences through their writings. This book provides a compre-
hensive account of these writings through essays from expert scholars, covering a wide geographic, 
linguistic, thematic and generic range of materials. Such an overview is particularly appropriate at a 
time when the corpus of Holocaust literature has grown to immense proportions and when guidance 
is needed in determining a canon of essential readings, a context to interpret them, and a paradigm 
for the evolution of writing on the Holocaust. The expert contributors to this volume, who negotiate 
the literature in the original languages, provide insight into the influence of national traditions and the 



importance of language, especially but not exclusively Yiddish and Hebrew, to the literary response 
arising from the Holocaust.

Children during the Holocaust

Children during the Holocaust, from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum's Center for 
Advanced Holocaust Studies, tells the story of the Holocaust through the eyes, and fates, of its 
youngest victims. The ten chapters follow the arc of the persecutory policies of the Nazis and their 
sympathizers and the impact these measures had on Jewish children and adolescents—from the 
years leading to the war, to the roundups, deportations, and emigrations, to hidden life and death in 
the ghettos and concentration camps, and to liberation and coping in the wake of war. This volume 
examines the reactions of children to discrimination, the loss of livelihood in Jewish homes, and the 
public humiliation at the hands of fellow citizens and explores the ways in which children's experiences 
paralleled and diverged from their adult counterparts. Additional chapters reflect upon the role of 
non-Jewish children as victims, perpetrators, and bystanders during World War II. Offering a collection 
of personal letters, diaries, court testimonies, government documents, military reports, speeches, 
newspapers, photographs, and artwork, Children during the Holocaust highlights the diversity of 
children's experiences during the nightmare years of the Holocaust.

Hungary in World War II

The story of Hungary's participation in World War II is part of a much larger narrative-one that has 
never before been fully recounted for a non-Hungarian readership. As told by Deborah Cornelius, it is 
a fascinating tale of rise and fall, of hopes dashed and dreams in tatters. Using previously untapped 
sources and interviews she conducted for this book, Cornelius provides a clear account of Hungary's 
attempt to regain the glory of the Hungarian Kingdom by joining forces with Nazi Germany-a decision 
that today seems doomed to fail from the start. For scholars and history buff s alike, Hungary in 
World War II is a riveting read.Cornelius begins her study with the Treaty of Trianon, which in 1920 
spelled out the terms of defeat for the former kingdom. The new country of Hungary lost more than 
70 percent of the kingdom's territory, saw its population reduced by nearly the same percentage, and 
was stripped of fi ve of its ten most populous cities. As Cornelius makes vividly clear, nearly all of the 
actions of Hungarian leaders during the succeedingdecades can be traced back to this incalculable 
defeat.In the early years of World War II, Hungary enjoyed boom times-and the dream of restoring the 
Hungarian Kingdom began to rise again. Caught in the middle as the war engulfed Europe, Hungary 
was drawn into an alliance with Nazi Germany. When the Germans appeared to give Hungary much 
of its pre-World War I territory, Hungarians began to delude themselves into believing they had won 
their long-sought objective. Instead, the final year of the world war brought widespread destruction 
and a genocidal war against Hungarian Jews. Caught between two warring behemoths, the country 
became a battleground for German and Soviet forces. In the wake of the war, Hungary suffered further 
devastation under Soviet occupation and forty-five years of communist rule.The author first became 
interested in Hungary in 1957 and has visited the country numerous times, beginning in the 1970s. 
Over the years she has talked with many Hungarians, both scholars and everyday people. Hungary in 
World War II draws skillfully on these personal tales to narrate events before, during, and after World 
War II. It provides a comprehensive and highly readable history of Hungarian participation in the war, 
along with an explanation of Hungarian motivation: the attempt of a defeated nation to relive its former 
triumphs.

The Routledge History of Antisemitism

Antisemitism is a topic on which there is a wide gap between scholarly and popular understanding, and 
as concern over antisemitism has grown, so too have the debates over how to understand and combat 
it. This handbook explores its history and manifestations, ranging from its origins to the internet. Since 
the Holocaust, many in North America and Europe have viewed antisemitism as a historical issue 
with little current importance. However, recent events show that antisemitism is not just a matter of 
historical interest or of concern only to Jews. Antisemitism has become a major issue confronting and 
challenging our world. This volume starts with explorations of antisemitism in its many different shapes 
across time and then proceeds to a geographical perspective, covering a broad scope of experiences 
across different countries and regions. The final section discusses the manifestations of antisemitism 
in its varied cultural and social forms. With an international range of contributions across 40 chapters, 
this is an essential volume for all readers of Jewish and non-Jewish history alike.

Projected Shadows



Projected Shadows presents a new collection of essays exploring films from a psychoanalytic perspec-
tive, focusing specifically on the representation of loss in European cinema. This theme is discussed in 
its many aspects, including: loss of hope and innocence, of youth, of consciousness, of freedom and 
loss through death. Many other themes familiar to psychoanalytic discourse are explored in the process, 
such as: Establishment and resolution of Oedipal conflicts Representation of pathological characters 
on the screen Use of unconscious defence mechanisms The interplay of dreams, reality and fantasy 
Projected Shadows aims to deepen the ongoing constructive dialogue between psychoanalysis and 
film. Andrea Sabbadini has assembled a remarkable number of internationally renowned contributors, 
both academic film scholars and psychoanalysts from a variety of cultural backgrounds, who use an 
array of contemporary methodologies to apply psychoanalytic thinking to film. This original collection will 
appeal to anyone passionate about film, as well as professionals, academics and students interested 
in the relationship between psychoanalysis and the arts.

Traces of the Holocaust

A multi-perspectival, broadly thematic exploration of ghettoization and deportation in Hungary as 
spatio-temporal processes, integrating the so-called 'spatial turn' in the humanities into Holocaust 
Studies.

The Beginnings of Anti-Jewish Legislation

The Nazi 1933 Civil Service Law and the 1935 Nuremberg Laws are often considered the first 
anti-Jewish decrees in interwar Europe. Mária M. Kovács convincingly argues that Hungary’s numerus 
clausus law of 1920, which introduced a Jewish quota at Hungary’s institutions of higher learning, 
was, in fact, interwar Europe’s first antisemitic law. By defining—and discriminating against—Jews 
as a separate “racial” or “national” group, it abrogated the principle of equal rights that had been 
enshrined into law; as such, it marked an abrupt reversal of Jewish emancipation in Hungary. Moreover, 
the numerus clausus law set the stage for subsequent “Jewish Laws” (in the late 1930s and early 
1940s) that sought to solve Hungary’s “Jewish Question” by means of extraordinary legal measures 
that targeted Jews alone. This book examines the origins and implementation of the numerus clausus, 
as well as the attempts to dampen its impact on Hungary’s international reputation, focusing on the 
debates surrounding it promulgation (1920), its modification (1928) and its eventual application to other 
areas of Jewish life (1938–45).

The Politics of Genocide

The Politics of Genocide: The Holocaust in Hungary, Condensed Edition is an abbreviated version of 
the classic work first published in 1981 and revised and expanded in 1994. It includes a new historical 
overview, and retains and sharpens its focus on the persecution of the Jews. Through a meticulous 
use of Hungarian and many other sources, the book explains in a rational and empirical context 
the historical, political, communal, and socioeconomic factors that contributed to the unfolding of this 
tragedy at a time when the leaders of the world, including the national and Jewish leaders of Hungary, 
were already familiar with the secrets of Auschwitz. The Politics of Genocide is the most eloquent and 
comprehensive study ever produced of the Holocaust in Hungary. In this condensed edition, Randolph 
L. Braham includes the most important revisions of the 1994 second edition as well as new material 
published since then. Scholars of Holocaust, Slavic, and East-Central European studies will find this 
volume indispensable.



Varieties of Antisemitism

The essays in this volume articulate the historical ground on which this artistic exploration of the 
Holocaust and anti-Semitism depends. They also elaborate the spectrum that connects them, in terms 
of their historical location and ideological emphases, and thus suggest the ways in which they are 
connected in terms of rhetorical discourse. The essays are governed by the sense that anti-Semitism 
has not been a unitary experience or event. Rather it is its varieties that are explored--rexactly 
those aspects that have made it so difficult to grasp, and that led to the wide-ranging events and 
murdering methods of the Holocaust. Thus the editors eschew the causal explanation of Hitler's 
Willing Executioners as they seek to provide more nuanced understanding. Murray Baumgarten directs 
the Jewish Studies program at the University of California, Santa Cruz. Peter Kenez teaches at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. Bruce Thompson is a lecturer in History and Literature at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz.

Holocaust Public Memory in Postcommunist Romania

How is the Holocaust remembered in Romania since the fall of communism? Alexandru Florian and an 
international group of contributors unveil how and why Romania, a place where large segments of the 
Jewish and Roma populations perished, still fails to address its recent past. These essays focus on the 
roles of government and public actors that choose to promote, construct, defend, or contest the memory 
of the Holocaust, as well as the tools—the press, the media, monuments, and commemorations—that 
create public memory. Coming from a variety of perspectives, these essays provide a compelling view of 
what memories exist, how they are sustained, how they can be distorted, and how public remembrance 
of the Holocaust can be encouraged in Romanian society today.

Populism, Memory and Minority Rights

Populism, Memory and Minority Rights provides a forum for discussion on crucial themes of global and 
regional importance on the accommodation of ethno-cultural diversity, related normative developments 
and debates in minority protection.

Collaboration with the Nazis

Examines the changes in representing collaboration, especially in the destruction of European Jewry, 
in the public discourse and the historiography of various countries In Europe. This book shows how 
representations and responses have been conditioned by national and political trends and constraints.

Genocide Perspectives IV

Genocide isn't past tense and the Nazi and Bosnian eras are not yet closed. The demonising of people 
as 'unworthy' and expendable is ever-present and the consequences are all too evident in the daily 
news. These fourteen essays by Australian scholars confront the issues: the need for a measuring scale 
that encompasses differences and similarities between seemingly divergent cases of the crime; the 
complicity of bureaucracies, the healing professions and the churches in this 'crime of crimes'; the quest 
for historical justice for genocide victims generally following the Nuremberg Trials; the fate of children 
in the Nazi and postwar eras; the 'worthiness' of Armenians, Jews and Romani people in twentieth 
century Europe; and the imperative to tackle early warning signs of an incipient genocide. Colin Tatz 
is a founding director of the Australian Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, visiting fellow in 
Politics and International Relations at the Australian National University, and honorary visiting fellow 
at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies. He teaches and publishes in 
comparative race politics, youth suicide, migration studies, and sports history.

Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies

Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- Introduction to Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies -- Part 
One: History, Theory, and Methodology for Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies -- The Study of 
Hungarian Culture as Comparative Central European Cultural Studies -- Literacy, Culture, and History 
in the Work of Thienemann and Hajnal -- Vámbéry, Victorian Culture, and Stoker's Dracula -- Memory 
and Modernity in Fodor's Geographical Work on Hungary -- The Fragmented (Cultural) Body in Polcz's 
Asszony a fronton (A Woman on the Front) -- Part Two: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies of 
Literature and Culture -- Contemporary Hungarian Literary Criticism and the Memory of the Socialist 



Past -- The Absurd as a Form of Realism in Hungarian Literature -- On the German and English Versions 
of Márai's A gyertyák csonkig égnek (Die Glut and Embers) -- Exile, Homeland, and Milieu in the Oral 
Lore of Carpatho-Rusyn Jews -- Part Three: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies and the Other 
Arts -- Nation, Gender, and Race in the Ragtime Culture of Millennial Budapest -- Jewish (Over)tones 
in Viennese and Budapest Operetta -- Curtiz, Hungarian Cinema, and Hollywood -- Lost Dreams and 
Sacred Visions in the Art of Ámos -- Art Nouveau and Hungarian Cultural Nationalism -- Part Four: 
Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies and Gender Studies -- Hungarian Political Posters, Clinton, 
and the (Im)possibility of Political Drag -- The Cold War, Fashion, and Resistance in 1950s Hungary -- 
Sándor/Sarolta Vay, a Gender Bender in Fin-de-Siècle Hungary -- Women Managers Communicating 
Gender in Hungary -- Part Five: Comparative Hungarian Cultural Studies of Contemporary Hungary -- 
Commemoration and Contestation of the 1956 Revolution in Hungary -- About the Jewish Renaissance 
in Post-1989 Hungary -- Aspects of Contemporary Hungarian Literature and Cinema.

Historical Dictionary of Holocaust Cinema

The Historical Dictionary of Holocaust Cinema examines the history of how the Holocaust is presented 
in film, including documentaries, feature films, and television productions. It contains a chronology 
of events needed to give the films and their reception a historical context, an introductory essay, a 
bibliography, a filmography of more than 600 titles, and over 100 cross-referenced dictionary entries on 
films, directors, and historical figures. Foreign language films and experimental films are included, as 
well as canonical films. This book is a must for anyone interested in the scope of films on the Holocaust 
and also for scholars interested in investigating ideas for future research.

The Holocaust's Jewish Calendars

Calendars map time, shaping and delineating our experience of it. While the challenges to tracking 
Jewish conceptions of time during the Holocaust were substantial, Alan Rosen reveals that many took 
great risks to mark time within that vast upheaval. Rosen inventories and organizes Jewish calendars 
according to the wartime settings in which they were produced—from Jewish communities to ghettos 
and concentration camps. The calendars he considers reorient views of Jewish circumstances during 
the war and show how Jews were committed to fashioning traditional guides to daily life, even in the 
most extreme conditions. In a separate chapter, moreover, he elucidates how Holocaust-era diaries 
sometimes served as surrogate Jewish calendars. All in all, Rosen presents a revised idea of time, 
continuity, the sacred and the mundane, the ordinary and the extraordinary even when death and 
destruction were the order of the day. Rosen’s focus on the Jewish calendar—the ultimate symbol of 
continuity, as weekday follows weekday and Sabbath follows Sabbath—sheds new light on how Jews 
maintained connections to their way of conceiving time even within the cauldron of the Holocaust.

Yellow Star, Red Star

Yellow Star, Red Star asks why Holocaust memory continues to be so deeply troubled—ignored, 
appropriated, and obfuscated—throughout Eastern Europe, even though it was in those lands that 
most of the extermination campaign occurred. As part of accession to the European Union, Jelena 
Suboti� shows, East European states were required to adopt, participate in, and contribute to the 
established Western narrative of the Holocaust. This requirement created anxiety and resentment in 
post-communist states: Holocaust memory replaced communist terror as the dominant narrative in 
Eastern Europe, focusing instead on predominantly Jewish suffering in World War II. Influencing the 
European Union's own memory politics and legislation in the process, post-communist states have 
attempted to reconcile these two memories by pursuing new strategies of Holocaust remembrance. 
The memory, symbols, and imagery of the Holocaust have been appropriated to represent crimes of 
communism. Yellow Star, Red Star presents in-depth accounts of Holocaust remembrance practices 
in Serbia, Croatia, and Lithuania, and extends the discussion to other East European states. The 
book demonstrates how countries of the region used Holocaust remembrance as a political strategy 
to resolve their contemporary "ontological insecurities"—insecurities about their identities, about their 
international status, and about their relationships with other international actors. As Suboti� concludes, 
Holocaust memory in Eastern Europe has never been about the Holocaust or about the desire to 
remember the past, whether during communism or in its aftermath. Rather, it has been about managing 
national identities in a precarious and uncertain world.

World War II Memory and Contested Commemorations in Europe and Russia



Instrumentalization of the wartime past for political gain is the subject of this study of eleven World War 
II commemorations. Using a comparative, conceptually original approach, Yoder identifies the actors 
who manipulate memory surrounding wartime anniversaries, such as the bombing of Dresden and 
ceremonies to honor fallen soldiers and fascist collaborators. The cases of memory contestation span 
three geographic regions, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, and Russia, recognizing that each de-
veloped distinctive interpretations of the war and different patterns of memory politics. This empirically 
rich study reveals the grievances that motivate memory challengers and their strategies for shaping the 
commemoration discourses and rituals. The memory challengers' toolkit includes varieties of emotional 
manipulation, subtle distortion, revisionism and full-scale denial. The study finds that, while there are 
differences in context and strategy across cases and regions, there are also areas of convergence. 
Moreover, a memory challenge in one country can spill over into others with serious consequences for 
foreign relations. While World War II Memory and Contested Commemorations in Europe and Russia 
deals with debates and narratives about events in the last century, its focus is on power, persuasion, 
and identity in the present.

The Holocaust and World War II

The Holocaust and World War II: In History and In Memory is a thematic volume of nineteen articles 
based on papers presented at the 9th Middle Tennessee State University International Holocaust Stud-
ies Conference in October, 2009. It focuses on the connection between World War II and the Holocaust 
as it was lived as well as how it is remembered, commemorated and taught. It is interdisciplinary in 
terms of subject and content, and it explores a variety of methodological approaches to the topic, 
including historical analysis, pedagogy, oral testimony, literary criticism and museology. The volume 
features three articles written by the conference’s featured speakers. Two of them were authored by 
the keynote speaker, internationally acclaimed historian Gerhard L. Weinberg. Arguably the world’s 
foremost authority on WWII, Weinberg is the author of A World at Arms: A Global History of World War II 
and several other prize-winning books. He contributes “World War II: A Brief History” and an article titled 
“Roosevelt, Truman and the Holocaust” that evaluates the difficult decisions concerning the Holocaust 
made by two American presidents. The second featured speaker, Raffael Scheck, author of Hitler’s 
African Victims: The German Army Massacres of Black French Soldiers in 1940, contributes an article 
titled “Racial Hatred: The German Army Massacres of Black French Soldiers in 1940” to this volume. 
Scheck’s essay places the experiences of these black French African prisoners of war into the broader 
context of the treatment of black people by the Nazis. The remaining sixteen articles, contributed by 
prominent scholars from North America, Europe and Asia, represent a broad spectrum of disciplines, 
methodological approaches, and points of view concerning the Holocaust and the Second World War. 
The editors believe this anthology will be both an important acquisition for libraries and a useful tool 
for scholars, teachers, researchers and general readers interested in the World War II era as well as 
in the Holocaust.

Between States

Winner of the 2010 George Louis Beer Prize of the American Historical Association. The struggle 
between Hungary and Romania for control of Transylvania seems at first sight a side-show in the story 
of the Nazi New Order and the Second World War. These allies of the Third Reich spent much of the 
war arguing bitterly over Transylvania's future, and Germany and Italy were drawn into their dispute 
to prevent it from spiraling into a regional war. But precisely as a result of this interaction, the story of 
the Transylvanian Question offers a new way into the history of how state leaders and national elites 
have interpreted what "Europe" means. Tucked into the folds of the Transylvanian Question's bizarre 
genealogy is a secret that no one ever tried to keep, but that has remained a secret nonetheless: small 
states matter. The perspective of small states puts the struggle for mastery among its Great Powers 
into a new perspective.

The Oxford Handbook of Genocide Studies

Genocide has scarred human societies since Antiquity. In the modern era, genocide has been a 
global phenomenon: from massacres in colonial America, Africa, and Australia to the Holocaust of 
European Jewry and mass death in Maoist China. In recent years, the discipline of 'genocide studies' 
has developed to offer analysis and comprehension. The Oxford Handbook of Genocide Studies is the 
first book to subject both genocide and the young discipline it has spawned to systematic, in-depth 
investigation. Thirty-four renowned experts study genocide through the ages by taking regional, 



thematic, and disciplinary-specific approaches. Chapters examine secessionist and political genocides 
in modern Asia. Others treat the violent dynamics of European colonialism in Africa, the complex ethnic 
geography of the Great Lakes region, and the structural instability of the continent's northern horn. 
South and North America receive detailed coverage, as do the Ottoman Empire, Nazi-occupied Europe, 
and post-communist Eastern Europe. Sustained attention is paid to themes like gender, memory, 
the state, culture, ethnic cleansing, military intervention, the United Nations, and prosecutions. The 
work is multi-disciplinary, featuring the work of historians, anthropologists, lawyers, political scientists, 
sociologists, and philosophers. Uniquely combining empirical reconstruction and conceptual analysis, 
this Handbook presents and analyses regions of genocide and the entire field of 'genocide studies' in 
one substantial volume.

Armenian and Jewish Experience between Expulsion and Destruction

Die Reihe Europäisch-Jüdische Studien repräsentiert die international vernetzte Kompetenz des 
»Moses Mendelssohn Zentrums für europäisch-jüdische Studien« (MMZ). Der interdisziplinäre 
Charakter der Reihe, die in Kooperation mit dem Selma Stern Zentrum für Jüdische Studien 
Berlin-Brandenburg herausgegeben wird, zielt insbesondere auf geschichts-, geistes- und kulturwis-
senschaftliche Ansätze sowie auf intellektuelle, politische, literarische und religiöse Grundfragen, die 
jüdisches Leben und Denken in der Vergangenheit beeinflusst haben und noch heute inspirieren. Mit 
ihren Publikationen weiß sich das MMZ der über 250jährigen Tradition der von Moses Mendelssohn 
begründeten Jüdischen Aufklärung und der Wissenschaft des Judentums verpflichtet. In den BEITRÄ-
GEN werden exzellente Monographien und Sammelbände zum gesamten Themenspektrum Jüdischer 
Studien veröffentlicht. Die Reihe ist peer-reviewed.

The Jews of Hungary

The Jews of Hungary is the first comprehensive history in any language of the unique Jewish commu-
nity that has lived in the Carpathian Basin for eighteen centuries, from Roman times to the present. 
Noted historian and anthropologist Raphael Patai, himself a native of Hungary, tells in this pioneering 
study the fascinating story of the struggles, achievements, and setbacks that marked the flow of 
history for the Hungarian Jews. He traces their seminal role in Hungarian politics, finance, industry, 
science, medicine, arts, and literature, and their surprisingly rich contributions to Jewish scholarship 
and religious leadership both inside Hungary and in the Western world. In the early centuries of their 
history Hungarian Jews left no written works, so Patai had to piece together a picture of their life up to 
the sixteenth century based on documents and reports written by non-Jewish Hungarians and visitors 
from abroad. Once Hungarian Jewish literary activity began, the sources covering the life and work 
of the Jews rapidly increased in richness. Patai made full use of the wealth of information contained 
in the monumental eighteen-volume series of the Hungarian Jewish Archives and the other abundant 
primary sources available in Latin, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, Yiddish, and Turkish, the languages 
in vogue in various periods among the Jews of Hungary. In his presentation of the modern period he 
also examined the literary reflection of Hungarian Jewish life in the works of Jewish and non-Jewish 
Hungarian novelists, poets, dramatists, and journalists. Patai's main focus within the overall history of 
the Hungarian Jews is their culture and their psychology. Convinced that what is most characteristic of a 
people is the culture which endows its existence with specific coloration, he devotes special attention to 
the manifestations of Hungarian Jewish talent in the various cultural fields, most significantly literature, 
the arts, and scholarship. Based on the available statistical data Patai shows that from the nineteenth 
century, in all fields of Hungarian culture, Jews played leading roles not duplicated in any other country. 
Patai also shows that in the Hungarian Jewish culture a specific set of psychological motivations had a 
highly significant function. The Hungarian national character trait of emphatic patriotism was present in 
an even more fervent form in the Hungarian Jewish mind. Despite their centuries-old struggle against 
anti-Semitism, and especially from the nineteenth century on, Hungarian Jews remained convinced 
that they were one hundred percent Hungarians, differing in nothing but denominational variation from 
the Catholic and Protestant Hungarians. This mindset kept them apart and isolated from the Jewries of 
the Western world until overtaken by the tragedy of the Holocaust in the closing months of World War 
II.

The Writer Uprooted

The Writer Uprooted is the first book to examine the emergence of a new generation of Jewish 
immigrant authors in America, most of whom grew up in formerly communist countries. In essays 



that are both personal and scholarly, the contributors to this collection chronicle and clarify issues of 
personal and cultural dislocation and loss, but also affirm the possibilities of reorientation and renewal. 
Writers, poets, translators, and critics such as Matei Calinescu, Morris Dickstein, Henryk Grynberg, 
Geoffrey Hartman, Eva Hoffman, Katarzyna Jerzak, Dov-Ber Kerler, Norman Manea, Zsuzsanna 
Ozsvath, Lara Vapnyar, and Bronislava Volkova describe how they have coped creatively with the trials 
of displacement and the challenges and opportunities of resettlement in a new land and, for some, 
authorship in a new language.

Genocide

The growth of scholarship on the pressing problem of genocide shows no sign of abating. This volume 
takes stock of Genocide Studies in all its multi-disciplinary diversity by adopting a thematic rather than 
case-study approach. Each chapter is by an expert in the field and comprises an up-to-date survey 
of emerging and established areas of enquiry while highlighting problems and making suggestions 
about avenues for future research. Each essay also has a select bibliography to facilitate further 
reading. Key themes include imperial violence and military contexts for genocide, predicting, preventing, 
and prosecuting genocide, gender, ideology, the state, memory, transitional justice, and ecocide. The 
volume also scrutinises the concept of genocide - its elasticity, limits, and problems. It does not provide 
a definition of genocide but rather encourages the reader to think critically about genocide as a 
conceptual and legal category concerned with identity-based violence against civilians.

Territorial Revisionism and the Allies of Germany in the Second World War

A few years after the Nazis came to power in Germany, an alliance of states and nationalistic 
movements formed, revolving around the German axis. That alliance, the states involved, and the 
interplay between their territorial aims and those of Germany during the interwar period and World 
War II are at the core of this volume. This "territorial revisionism" came to include all manner of 
political and military measures that attempted to change existing borders. Taking into account not just 
interethnic relations but also the motivations of states and nationalizing ethnocratic ruling elites, this 
volume reconceptualizes the history of East Central Europe during World War II. In so doing, it presents 
a clearer understanding of some of the central topics in the history of the war itself and offers an 
alternative to standard German accounts of the period and East European national histories.

Speaking Hatefully

In Speaking Hatefully, David Boromisza-Habashi focuses on the use of the term “hate speech” as 
a window on the cultural logic of political and moral struggle in public deliberation. This empirical 
study of gyqlöletbeszéd, or "hate speech," in Hungary documents competing meanings of the term, the 
interpretive strategies used to generate those competing meanings, and the parallel moral systems 
that inspire political actors to question their opponents’ interpretations. In contrast to most existing 
treatments of the subject, Boromisza-Habashi’s argument does not rely on pre-existing definitions of 
"hate speech." Instead, he uses a combination of ethnographic and discourse analytic methods to map 
existing meanings and provide insight into the sociocultural life of those meanings in a troubled political 
environment.
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