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Critical Thinking in Slovakia After Socialism

Critical thinking is the civic virtue of a liberal democracy. Citizens who think for themselves, cooperate, 
and can agree to disagree are the hallmark of a self-governing society. People from undemocratic 
societies, however, are often believed to lack this virtue, because authoritarian regimes smother critical 
discourse through fear and dull critical thought through the control of information and propaganda. After 
the end of Communist rule in 1989, Western agents of democratization and educational development 
chided the residents of the former Czechoslovakia for this deficiency, claiming that the Slovaks' 
inability to think critically was the reason the nation struggled to integrate with Western Europe. 
Critical Thinking in Slovakia after Socialism examines this putative relationship between critical thought 
and society through an ethnographic study of post-1989 Slovakia. Drawing on original fieldwork and 
anthropological theories of language and culture, Jonathan Larson uncovers patterns of social analysis 
and criticism in Slovak political discourse. He exposes ways in which these discursive practices have 
been misinterpreted and explains their underlying dynamics in Slovak society. This important volume, 
bringing together scholarship on East Central Europe, liberalism, education, and the public sphere, 
gives students of modern history, politics, and culture a fresh perspective on a skill essential to civil 
society. Jonathan L. Larson is visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Iowa.

Thinking through Transition

Thinking through Transition is the first concentrated effort to explore the most recent chapter of East 
Central European past from the perspective of intellectual history. Post-communism can be understood 
as a period of scarcity and preponderance of ideas, the dramatic eclipsing of the dissident legacy 
(as well as the older political traditions), and the rise of technocratic and post-political governance. 
This book, grounded in empirical research sensitive to local contexts, proposes instead a history of 
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adaptations, entanglements, and unintended consequences. In order to enable and invite comparison, 
the volume is structured around major domains of political thought, some of them generic (liberalism, 
conservatism, the Left), others (populism and politics of history) deemed typical for post-socialism. 
However, as shown by the authors, the generic often turns out to be heavily dependent on its immediate 
setting, and the typical resonates with processes that are anything but vernacular.

Plebeian Modernity

Deciphers typical social practices as a hidden language of communication in urban plebeian society

Socialism Vanquished, Socialism Challenged

This volume examines the 20-year aftermath of the 1989 assaults on established, state-sponsored 
socialism in the former Soviet bloc and in China. It brings together prominent experts on Eastern Europe 
and China to examine the respective trajectories of political, economic and social transformations that 
unfolded in these two areas, while also comparing the changes that ensued within the two regions.

Magnetic North

Interweaves Eastern European postwar history, dissidence, and literature to expand our understanding 
of the significance of this important Lithuanian writer.

Revolution and Counterrevolution in Poland, 1980-1989

Examines the 1980 Solidarity revolution in Poland, the government's subsequent establishment of 
martial law in response, in 1981, and the eventual transition to democracy in 1989.

Coming of Age Under Martial Law

How do historical cataclysms affect the social conditioning of young people? How do individuals born 
in the same period come to form an identifiable "generation"? How do coming-of-age stories create a 
sense of community and generational identity? Coming of Age under Martial Law: The Initiation Novels 
of Poland's Last Communist Generation addresses these questions, examining a selection of post-1989 
coming-of-age novels authored by the generation of Polish writers whose transition from adolescence 
to adulthood coincided with Poland's transition from communism to liberal democracy.BR> Svetlana 
Vassileva-Karagyozova argues that when cataclysms of any nature overlap with the sensitive period 
of maturation into adulthood, they disrupt the natural rhythm of society's self-renewal. In the case 
of the Polish '89ers, the generational clash with their predecessors did not produce the anticipated 
generational change in leadership, but a pathological role reversal: the elders refused to give up their 
leadership positions, while the young were stifled in their development and occupied marginal social 
spaces. This social imbalance is profoundlly reflected in the content and themes of the novels produced 
by this younger generation, as the author shows. Svetlana Vassileva-Karagyozova is an assistant 
professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the University of Kansas.

Neoliberalism, Personhood, and Postsocialism

Despite a growing literature debating the consequences of neo-liberal political and economic policy in 
the former Eastern bloc, the idea of neo-liberal personhood has so far received limited attention from 
scholars of the region. Presenting a range of ethnographic studies, this book lays the groundwork 
for a new disciplinary agenda by critically examining novel technologies of self-government which 
have appeared in the wake of political and economic liberalization. Neoliberalism, Personhood, and 
Postsocialism explores the formation of subjectivities in newly marketized or marketizing societies 
across the former Eastern Bloc, documenting the rise of the neo-liberal discourse of the ’enterprising’ 
self in government policy, corporate management and education, as well as examining the shifts in 
forms of capital amongst marginal capitalists and entrepreneurs working in the grey zone between 
the formal and informal economies. A rich investigation of the tools of neo-liberal governance and the 
responses of entrepreneurs and families in changing societies, this book reveals the full complexity of 
the relationship between historically and socially embedded economic practices, and the increasing 
influence of libertarian political and economic thought on public policy, institutional reform, and civil 
society initiatives. As such, it will appeal to anthropologists, sociologists and geographers with interests 
in political discourse, identity, entrepreneurship and organizations in post-socialist societies.



Kyiv as Regime City

Charts the resettlement of the Ukrainian capital after Nazi occupation and the returning Soviet rulers' 
efforts to retain political legitimacy.

Witnessing Romania's Century of Turmoil

"The story of psychologist Nicolae M�rgineanu's imprisonment and survival conveys in detail the impact 
of Communist rule in Romania"--

The Utopia of Terror

Offers a complex consideration of the relationship of mass terror and utopianism under the fascist 
government of wartime Croatia.

A History of Modern Political Thought in East Central Europe

A History of Modern Political Thought in East Central Europe, Volume II Part II examines the defeat of 
the vision of 'socialism with a human face' in 1968 and the political discourses produced by the various 
'consolidation' or 'normalization' regimes. It closes with pertinent questions about the fragility of the 
democratic order globally.

School of Europeanness

In School of Europeanness, Dace Dzenovska argues that Europe’s political landscape is shaped by a 
fundamental tension between the need to exclude and the requirement to profess and institutionalize 
the value of inclusion. Nowhere, Dzenovska writes, is this tension more glaring than in the former Soviet 
Republics. Using Latvia as a representative case, School of Europeanness is a historical ethnography 
of the tolerance work undertaken in that country as part of postsocialist democratization efforts. 
Dzenovska contends that the collapse of socialism and the resurgence of Latvian nationalism gave 
this Europe-wide logic new life, simultaneously reproducing and challenging it. Her work makes explicit 
what is only implied in the 1977 Kraftwerk song, "Europe Endless": hierarchies prevail in European 
public and political life even as tolerance is touted by politicians and pundits as one of Europe’s chief 
virtues. School of Europeanness shows how post–Cold War liberalization projects in Latvia contributed 
to the current crisis of political liberalism in Europe, providing deep ethnographic analysis of the power 
relations in Latvia and the rest of Europe, and identifying the tension between exclusive polities and 
inclusive values as foundational of Europe’s political landscape.

Smolensk Under the Nazis

Drawing on oral-history interviews and other sources, this work provides fascinating accounts of how 
Soviets, Jews, and Roma fared in the Russian city of Smolensk under the 26-month Nazi occupation.

Polish Cinema in a Transnational Context

This volume introduces a novel treatment of Polish cinema by discussing its international reception, 
performance, co-productions, and subversive émigré auteurs, such as Andrzej Zulawski and Walerian 
Borowczyk.

Social Democracy in a Post-communist Europe

This book examines the fortunes of social democracy since 1989 in the former GDR, Poland, Hungary, 
the Czech Republic and Slovakia, setting the analysis in a broader European framework, and relating 
the current problems of social democracy in western Europe to developments in the east of the 
continent.

Literary Translation and the Idea of a Minor Romania

Examines translations by canonical Romanian writers Lucian Blaga, Constantin Noica, and Emil 
Cioran, arguing that that their works reveal a new, "minor" mode of national identity.

Postsocialist Europe



Now that nearly twenty years have passed since the collapse of the Soviet bloc there is a need to 
understand what has taken place since that historic date and where we are at the moment. Bringing 
together authors with different historical, cultural, regional and theoretical backgrounds, this volume 
engages in debates that address new questions arising from recent developments, such as whether 
there is a need to reject or uphold the notion of post-socialism as both a necessary and valid concept 
ignoring changes and differences across both time and space. The authors' firsthand ethnographies 
from their own countries belie such a simplistic notion, revealing, as they do, the cultural, social, and 
historical diversity of countries of Central and Southeastern Europe.

The Cultural Economy of Protest in Post-Socialist European Union

Focusing on Slovakia and East Central Europe, this book examines the cultural economy of protest and 
considers how the origins of political movements – progressive and reactionary – derive from resilient 
agrarian features. It draws attention to how the legacy of rural socialist modernization influences 
contemporary politics and to the ‘village’ version of fascism developing in the region. The chapters 
look at the interplay of post-peasant economic and political habits and representations as a result of 
state-socialism and with regard to the European project, as viewed through an ethnographic lens. Juraj 
Buzalka describes the bulk of Slovak citizens as post-socialist Europeans with a connection to the coun-
tryside who feel that this is where real power in society should be defined and based. He also observes 
the politicians who are skillfully mobilizing post-peasants while exploiting the political-economic context 
of the European Union. This volume will be relevant to scholars with an interest in European society and 
politics, particularly protest and populism, from disciplines including anthropology, sociology, political 
science and history.

Party Formation in East--Central Europe

This text presents studies of the first three years of post-Communist rule in East-Central Europe. The 
authors discuss whether or not the experience of Portugal and Spain in the 1970s and Italy in the 1940s 
might serve as a framework for the analysis of East-Central Europe in the 1990s.

Making Sense of Dictatorship

How did political power function in the communist regimes of Central and Eastern Europe after 1945? 
Making Sense of Dictatorship addresses this question with a particular focus on the acquiescent 
behavior of the majority of the population until, at the end of the 1980s, their rejection of state socialism 
and its authoritarian world. The authors refer to the concept of Sinnwelt, the way in which groups and 
individuals made sense of the world around them. The essays focus on the dynamics of everyday life 
and the extent to which the relationship between citizens and the state was collaborative or antagonistic. 
Each chapter addresses a different aspect of life in this period, including modernization, consumption 
and leisure, and the everyday experiences of “ordinary people,” single mothers, or those adopting 
alternative lifestyles. Empirically rich and conceptually original, the essays in this volume suggest new 
ways to understand how people make sense of everyday life under dictatorial regimes.

Slovakia Since Independence

Since becoming an independent country after its split from Czechoslovakia in January 1993, Slovakia's 
development from communism to political and economic democracy, underway when it was part of 
post-Communist Czechoslovakia, has been difficult and halting. Goldman starts with an analysis of the 
influence of a strong ethnic-based nationalism on Slovak relations with Czechs from 1918 through the 
Second World War and the years of Communist rule through to the breakaway from Czechoslovakia 
and the creation of an independent state. Goldman then examines the political, economic, socio-cultural 
problems and international difficulties the new Slovak state experienced as it tried to develop a 
democratic political system, move toward a free market economy, achieve societal unity and cohesion, 
and protect its interests abroad. In showing how a strong Slovak nationalism rooted in recent history has 
had an impact on policymaking in almost every sphere of national life, Goldman examines the roots and 
causes of Prime Minister Meciar's authoritarian leadership, the halting and uncertain transformation 
of the Slovak economy to a free market, the difficulties of governing the country's minorities, and the 
development of new relationships with areas of strategic as well as economic importance to Slovakia's 
well being as an independent state. This comprehensive and up-to-date analysis will be of great 
importance to scholars, students, and other researchers involved with Eastern European Studies.



Political Parties After Communism

After forty years of one-party rule under communist regimes, how were the countries of East-Central 
Europe to get back to the business of competitive politics in 1989? One key factor was the resumption 
of party politics, and this book reviews the postcommunist development of political parties in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary. Tomáš Kostelecký describes party history up to 1947—some 
earlier parties were resurrected in 1989—and then covers the communist and postcommunist periods. 
Historical, cultural, and social factors in party development are all taken into account in this synthetic 
work. The core of the work studies three crucial factors: historical and cultural factors, social cleavages, 
and electoral rules. In general Kostelecký sees a move toward more organized political parties, greater 
rational choice and self-interest in voters' decisions, and better structured, stabler politics. In other 
words, East-Central European politics is transforming itself from simply a reaction against the politics 
of the preceding regime to a situation in which diverse groups in society will find their interests 
institutionalized in diverse political parties, not unlike the politics of Western Europe.

The Future of (Post)Socialism

Explores the current and future trajectories of the paradigm of postsocialism. If socialism did not 
end as abruptly as is sometimes perceived, what remnants of it linger today and will continue to 
linger? Moreover, if postsocialism is an umbrella term for the uncertain times of various transitions 
that followed in socialism’s wake, how might the “post” be rendered complicated by the notion that 
the unfinished business of socialism continues to influence the trajectory of the future? The Future of 
(Post)Socialism examines this unfinished business through various disciplinary and transdisciplinary 
approaches that seek to illuminate the postsocialist future as a cultural and social fact. Drawn from the 
fields of history, ethnology, anthropology, sociology, economics, political science, education, linguistics, 
literature, and cultural studies, contributors analyze various cultural forms and practices of the formerly 
socialist cultural spaces of Eastern Europe. In so doing, they question the teleology of linear transitional 
narratives and of assumptions about postsocialist linear progress, concluding that things operate more 
as continued interruptions of a perpetually liminal state rather than as neat endings and new beginnings. 
John Frederick Bailyn is Professor of Linguistics at Stony Brook University, State University of New York, 
and the author of The Syntax of Russian. Dijana Jela
a teaches in the Film Department at Brooklyn 
College and is the author of Dislocated Screen Memory: Narrating Trauma in Post-Yugoslav Cinema. 
Danijela Lugari� is Assistant Professor of East-Slavic Languages and Literature at the University of 
Zagreb, Croatia. She is the coeditor (with Jela
a and Maša Kolanovi�) of The Cultural Life of Capitalism 
in Yugoslavia: (Post)Socialism and Its Other.

Ideology and Social Protests in Eastern Europe

This book argues that the recent political mobilizations in Eastern Europe have been underpinned by 
a class struggle between a more conservative and a more radical line of contention. The latter line, the 
book contends, is designed by and for subaltern groups whose anti-systemic programme calls for not 
just the eradication of corruption, but for more participatory forms of democracy, for social justice, and 
for freedom from want. The former, on the other hand, is designed by powerful groups of intellectuals, 
for the middle classes whom the intellectuals see as the historical strata capable of advancing the 
‘catch-up’ projects of modernization and Europeanization which they zealously champion. Based on a 
critical examination of recent political struggles, including a detailed case study of the 2013 protests in 
Bulgaria which focuses particularly on their internal antagonisms and drawing on the social theories of 
Antonio Gramsci and Ernst Bloch, the book provides shrewd insights into class antagonisms in political 
mobilizations, the distortive nature of ideological constructions and utopian longings, and the factors 
which propel many people to support projects for social change.

The Vernaculars of Communism

The political revolutions which established state socialism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe were 
accompanied by revolutions in the word, as the communist project implied not only remaking the world 
but also renaming it. As new institutions, social roles, rituals and behaviours emerged, so did language 
practices that designated, articulated and performed these phenomena. This book examines the use 
of communist language in the Stalinist and post-Stalinist periods. It goes beyond characterising this 
linguistic variety as crude "newspeak\

1948 and 1968 - Dramatic Milestones in Czech and Slovak History



This volume has been published to coincide with the anniversaries of two significant milestones in 
Czech and Slovak history ¿ the establishment of communist rule in 1948 and the Prague Spring of 
1968 ¿ and in anticipation of the 20th anniversary of the 1989 ¿Velvet Revolution¿. Given the ultimate 
failure of the communist system, these events and their legacy for Czech and Slovak society and politics 
merit continued study, particularly given the wealth of new data made available when state and Party 
archives were finally opened in the 1990s. The essays in this volume, by witnesses, historians and 
social scientists from the Czech Republic and Slovakia, the USA, UK and Australia offer a reappraisal 
of those turbulent events. They present new and original research, based on information from archives 
which were not opened until after 1990 and which is not yet available to audiences who do not speak 
Czech or Slovak. This volume will, therefore, be of interest to both specialists and general readers 
who are curious to learn more about these events. This book was published as a special issue of 
Europe-Asia Studies.

Revolution with a Human Face

In this social and cultural history of Czechoslovakia’s “gentle revolution,” James Krapfl shifts the focus 
away from elites to ordinary citizens who endeavored—from the outbreak of revolution in 1989 to the 
demise of the Czechoslovak federation in 1992—to establish a new, democratic political culture. Unique 
in its balanced coverage of developments in both Czech and Slovak lands, including the Hungarian 
minority of southern Slovakia, this book looks beyond Prague and Bratislava to collective action in 
small towns, provincial factories, and collective farms. Through his broad and deep analysis of workers’ 
declarations, student bulletins, newspapers, film footage, and the proceedings of local administrative 
bodies, Krapfl contends that Czechoslovaks rejected Communism not because it was socialist, but 
because it was arbitrarily bureaucratic and inhumane. The restoration of a basic “humanness”—in 
politics and in daily relations among citizens—was the central goal of the revolution. In the strikes and 
demonstrations that began in the last weeks of 1989, Krapfl argues, citizens forged new symbols and 
a new symbolic system to reflect the humane, democratic, and nonviolent community they sought to 
create. Tracing the course of the revolution from early, idealistic euphoria through turns to radicalism and 
ultimately subversive reaction, Revolution with a Human Face finds in Czechoslovakia’s experiences 
lessons of both inspiration and caution for people in other countries striving to democratize their 
governments.

Critical Thinking in Slovakia After Socialism

Critical thinking is the civic virtue of a liberal democracy. Citizens who think for themselves, cooperate, 
and can agree to disagree are the hallmark of a self-governing society. People from undemocratic 
societies, however, are often believed to lack this virtue, because authoritarian regimes smother critical 
discourse through fear and dull critical thought through the control of information and propaganda. After 
the end of Communist rule in 1989, Western agents of democratization and educational development 
chided the residents of the former Czechoslovakia for this deficiency, claiming that the Slovaks' 
inability to think critically was the reason the nation struggled to integrate with Western Europe. 
Critical Thinking in Slovakia after Socialism examines this putative relationship between critical thought 
and society through an ethnographic study of post-1989 Slovakia. Drawing on original fieldwork and 
anthropological theories of language and culture, Jonathan Larson uncovers patterns of social analysis 
and criticism in Slovak political discourse. He exposes ways in which these discursive practices have 
been misinterpreted and explains their underlying dynamics in Slovak society. This important volume, 
bringing together scholarship on East Central Europe, liberalism, education, and the public sphere, 
gives students of modern history, politics, and culture a fresh perspective on a skill essential to civil 
society. Jonathan L. Larson is visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Iowa.

Politics of waiting

This book is an ethnography of politics of waiting. While the global political economy is usually 
imagined through metaphors of acceleration and speed, this book reveals waiting as the shadow 
temporality of the contemporary logics of governance. The ethnographic site for this analysis is a 
state-run unemployment office in Latvia, serving as a vantage point from which to observe how welfare 
programmes use acceleration and waiting as forms of control as well as to compare Western and 
post-Soviet welfare policy designs. The book is therefore a timely sociological critique of the forms of 
statecraft that have emerged in the aftermath of neoliberalism. The key audiences for this book are 
students and scholars of sociology, anthropology, social policy, and social and political theory, as well 



as policymakers and activists with an interest in welfare reforms and comparisons between Western 
and post-Soviet welfare designs.

Making Martyrs

Examines the ideology of sacrifice in Soviet and post-Soviet culture, analyzing a range of fictional and 
real-life figures who became part of a pantheon of heroes primarily because of their victimhood.

Nazi Policy on the Eastern Front, 1941

Nazi Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941 and events on the Eastern Front that 
same year were pivotal to the history of World War II. It was during this year that the radicalization of 
Nazi policy -- through both an all-encompassing approach to warfare and the application of genocidal 
practices -- became most obvious. Germany's military aggression and overtly ideological conduct, 
culminating in genocide against Soviet Jewry and the decimation of the Soviet population through 
planned starvation and brutal antipartisan policies, distinguished Operation Barbarossa-the code name 
for the German invasion of the Soviet Union-from all previous military campaigns in modern European 
history. This collection of essays, written by young scholars of seven different nationalities, provides 
readers with the most current interpretations of Germany's military, economic, racial, and diplomatic 
policies in 1941. With its breadth and its thematic focus on total war, genocide, and radicalization, 
this volume fills a considerable gap in English-language literature on Germany's war of annihilation 
against the Soviet Union and the radicalization of World War II during this critical year. Alex J. Kay is 
the author of Exploitation, Resettlement, Mass Murder: Political and Economic Planning for German 
Occupation Policy in the Soviet Union, 1940-1941 and is an independent contractor for the Ludwig 
Boltzmann Institute for Research on War Consequences. Jeff Rutherford is assistant professor of 
history at Wheeling Jesuit University, where he teaches modern European history. David Stahel is the 
author of Operation Barbarossa and Germany's Defeat in the East and Kiev 1941: Hitler's Battle for 
Supremacy in the East.

Twenty Years After Communism

"Remembering the past, especially as collectivity, is a political process, thus the politics of memory and 
commemoration is an integral part of the establishment of new political regimes, new identities, and new 
principles of political legitimacy. This volume is about the explosion of the politics of memory triggered 
by the fall of state socialism in Eastern Europe, particularly about the politics of its commemoration 
twenty years later. It offers seventeen in-depth case studies, an original theoretical framework, and 
a comparative study of memory regime types and their origins. Four different kinds of mnemonic 
actors are identified: mnemonic warriors, mnemonic pluralists, mnemonic abnegators, and mnemonic 
prospectives. Their combinations render three different types of memory regimes: fractured, pillarized, 
and unified. Disciplined comparative analysis shows how several different configurations of factors 
affect the emergence of mnemonic actors and different varieties of memory regimes. There are three 
groups of causal factors that influence the political form of the memory regime: the range of structural 
constraints the actors face (e.g., the type of regime transformation), cultural constraints linked to past 
political conflict (e.g., salient ethnic or religious cleavages), and cultural and strategic choices actors 
make (e.g. framing post-communist political identities)"--

Form and Instability

How are we to read the world after the fall of the Berlin Wall? Form and Instability brings notions of 
figuration and translation to bear on the post-1989 condition. "Eastern Europe" in this book is more than 
a territory. Marked by belatedness and untimely remainders, it is an unstable object that is continually 
misapprehended. From the intersection of comparative literature, area studies, and literary theory, 
Anita Starosta considers the epistemological and aesthetic consequences of the disappearance of 
the Second World. Literature here becomes a critical lens in its own right—both object and method, it 
confronts us with the rhetorical dimension of language and undermines the ideological and hermeneutic 
coherence of established categories. In original readings of Joseph Conrad and Witold Gombrowicz, 
among other twentieth-century writers, Form and Instability unsettles cultural boundaries as we know 
them.

Primary Documents



This text presents documents drawn from the artistic archives of Eastern and Central Europe during 
the second half of the 20th century.

Revolution And Transition In East-central Europe

Eastern and Western Europe continue to change in their relationship to one another and in their ongoing 
dynamic with the post-Soviet states. Economic development, electoral upheaval, and the Bosnian crisis 
all color the transition from communism to democracy and from a Cold War outlook to a new global 
order still taking shape.In this fully revised and updated edition of his popular and critically acclaimed 
text, David Mason brings the revolutionary events of 1989 into context with the transitional yet turbulent 
1990s. We see new parties, new politics, new constitutions, and new opportunities in light of economic 
shock therapies, ?left turns? in recent elections, and dissolving sovereignties and alliances. Despite 
savage ethnic conflict, economic scarcity, and political insecurity, Mason shows us that East-Central 
Europe is consolidating and reemerging as a region to be reckoned with on the global stage.

Authoritarian Contagion

This innovative book uses examples from around the world to examine the spread of draconian and 
nationalistic forms of government - ‘authoritarian protectionism’ - which provides new insight into the 
changing nature of the authoritarian threat to democracy and how it might be overcome.

Transcultural Memory and European Identity in Contemporary German-Jewish Migrant Literature

Examines how German-Jewish writers from Eastern Europe who migrated to Germany during or after 
the Cold War have widened European cultural memory to include the traumas of the Gulag.

Evolving Diversity

EQUNET is a 3-year project researching the state of equity in Higher Education in Europe. The project 
aims to create an evidence-based policy advocacy network, so as to promote its conclusions as a way 
to promote better-informed policy making on equity issues in Europe. This is the first of three annual 
reports, and gives a general overview of the access to Higher Education in Europe, with comparisons 
amongst the EU 27 + EEA countries for a number of indicators, including: - entry into Higher Education 
- equity as defined by socio-economic background - income and expenditure of students in Higher 
Education - the effect of work on studies. The report also uses this data to make insights on perceptions 
of equity from European policymakers, consider the validity of different ways of measuring equity and 
the validity of current policy-initiatives.

New Bulgarian Cinema
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