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research and historical understanding.
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Gayle V. Browder

The Making of Modern Law: U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs, 1832-1978 contains the world's 
most comprehensive collection of records and briefs brought before the nation's highest court by 
leading legal practitioners - many who later became judges and associates of the court. It includes 
transcripts, applications for review, motions, petitions, supplements and other official papers of the 
most-studied and talked-about cases, including many that resulted in landmark decisions. This col-
lection serves the needs of students and researchers in American legal history, politics, society and 
government, as well as practicing attorneys. This book contains copies of all known US Supreme Court 
filings related to this case including any transcripts of record, briefs, petitions, motions, jurisdictional 
statements, and memorandum filed. This book does not contain the Court's opinion. The below data 
was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is 
provided as an additional tool in helping ensure edition identification: Gayle v. BrowderJurisdictional 
Statement / WALTER J KNABE / 1956 / 342 / 352 U.S. 903 / 77 S.Ct. 145 / 1 L.Ed.2d 114 / 
8-23-1956Gayle v. BrowderPetition for Rehearing / WALTER J KNABE / 1956 / 342 / 352 U.S. 903 
/ 77 S.Ct. 145 / 1 L.Ed.2d 114 / 12-4-1956

Bus Ride to Justice

"Lawyer for Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., the Montgomery bus boycott, the Tuskegee syphilis 
study, the desegregation of Alabama schools and the Selma march, and founder of the Tuskegee 
human and civil rights multicultural center."

The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr., Volume III
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First in a series of 14 volumes, this book contains the complete texts of King's letters, speeches, 
sermons, student papers, and other articles. The papers range chronologically from his childhood to 
his young manhood. An introductory biographical essay presents a broad picture of the events that the 
documents themselves cover, while extensive annotations of the documents deal with specific details 
of King's life during these years. The passion that drove him is observable in nearly every document. 
ISBN 0-520-07950-7:

The Supreme Court, Race, and Civil Rights

Engaging and thought-provoking, The Supreme Court, Race, and Civil Rights: incorporates information 
from the disciplines of law, political science, and history; provides a thorough analysis of race and law 
from the perspective of politically disadvantaged groups and brings together Supreme Court readings 
vital to the understanding of the continuing evolution of civil rights in the United States.

Martin Luther King, Jr.

In this exemplary work of scholarly synthesis the author traces the course of events from the emergence 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. as a national black spokesman during the Montgomery bus boycott to his 
radical critique of American society and foreign policy during the last years of his life. He also provides 
the first in-depth analysis of King's famous Letter from Birmingham Jail - a manifesto of the American 
civil rights movement and an eloquent defence of non-violent protest.

Barack Obama's America

"White's Barack Obama's America eloquently captures both the important nuances of the current 
political scene and its long-term consequences." ---Richard Wirthlin, former pollster for Ronald Reagan 
"This delightfully written and accessible book is the best available account of the changes in culture, 
society, and politics that have given us Barack Obama's America." ---Stan Greenberg, pollster for Bill 
Clinton and Chairman and CEO of Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research "From one of the nation's 
foremost experts on how values shape our politics, a clear and compelling account of the dramatic 
shifts in social attitudes that are transforming American political culture. White's masterful blend of 
narrative and data illuminates the arc of electoral history from Reagan to Obama, making a powerful 
case for why we are entering a new progressive political era." ---Matthew R. Kerbel, Professor of 
Political Science, Villanova University, and author of Netroots "John Kenneth White is bold. He asks 
the big questions . . . Who are we? What do we claim to believe? How do we actually live? What are 
our politics? John Kenneth White writes compellingly about religion and the role it played in making 
Barack Obama president. White's keen insight into America's many faiths clarifies why Barack Obama 
succeeded against all odds. It is a fascinating description of religion and politics in twenty-first-century 
America---a must-read." ---Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, former Lieutenant Governor of Maryland and 
author of Failing America's Faithful "In Barack Obama's America, John Kenneth White has written the 
political equivalent of Baedeker or Michelin, the definitive guide to and through the new, uncharted 
political landscape of our world. White captures and explains what America means---and what it means 
to be an American---in the twenty-first century." ---Mark Shields, nationally syndicated columnist and 
political commentator for PBS NewsHour "John White has always caught important trends in American 
politics that others missed. With his shrewd analysis of why Barack Obama won, he's done it again." 
---E. J. Dionne, Jr., Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution, and University Professor in the Foundations 
of Democracy and Culture at Georgetown University The election of Barack Obama to the presidency 
marks a conclusive end to the Reagan era, writes John Kenneth White in Barack Obama's America. 
Reagan symbolized a 1950s and 1960s America, largely white and suburban, with married couples 
and kids at home, who attended church more often than not. Obama's election marks a new era, 
the author writes. Whites will be a minority by 2042. Marriage is at an all-time low. Cohabitation 
has increased from a half-million couples in 1960 to more than 5 million in 2000 to even more this 
year. Gay marriages and civil unions are redefining what it means to be a family. And organized 
religions are suffering, even as Americans continue to think of themselves as a religious people. 
Obama's inauguration was a defining moment in the political destiny of this country, based largely 
on demographic shifts, as described in Barack Obama's America. John Kenneth White is Professor of 
Politics at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. Cover image: "Out of many, we are 
one: Dare to Hope: Faces from 2008 Obama Rallies" by Anne C. Savage, view and buy full image at 
http://revolutionaryviews.com/obama_poster.html.



The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr., Volume IV

This fourth volume in the highly-praised edition of the Papers of Martin Luther King covers the period 
(1957-58) when King, fresh from his leadership of the Montgomery bus boycott, consolidated his 
position as leader of the civil rights movement.

Losing the News

In Losing the News, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Alex S. Jones offers a probing look at the epochal 
changes sweeping the media, changes which are eroding the core news that has been the essential 
food supply of our democracy. At a time of dazzling technological innovation, Jones says that what 
stands to be lost is the fact-based reporting that serves as a watchdog over government, holds the 
powerful accountable, and gives citizens what they need. In a tumultuous new media era, with cutthroat 
competition and panic over profits, the commitment of the traditional news media to serious news is 
fading. Indeed, as digital technology shatters the old economic model, the news media is making a 
painful passage that is taking a toll on journalistic values and standards. Journalistic objectivity and 
ethics are under assault, as is the bastion of the First Amendment. Jones characterizes himself not as 
a pessimist about news, but a realist. The breathtaking possibilities that the web offers are undeniable, 
but at what cost? Pundits and talk show hosts have persuaded Americans that the crisis in news is bias 
and partisanship. Not so, says Jones. The real crisis is the erosion of the iron core of news, something 
that hurts Republicans and Democrats alike. Losing the News depicts an unsettling situation in which 
the American birthright of fact-based, reported news is in danger. But it is also a call to arms to fight 
to keep the core of news intact. Praise for the hardcover: "Thoughtful." --New York Times Book Review 
"An impassioned call to action to preserve the best of traditional newspaper journalism." --The San 
Francisco Chronicle "Must reading for all Americans who care about our country's present and future. 
Analysis, commentary, scholarship and excellent writing, with a strong, easy-to-follow narrative about 
why you should care, makes this a candidate for one of the best books of the year." --Dan Rather

December 17, 1975

Introducing the Martin Luther King Jr Library With a New Foreword by Amanda Gorman A beautiful 
collectible edition of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's legendary speech at the March on Washington, laid out 
to follow the cadence of his oration--part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. 
On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. stood before thousands of Americans who had gathered 
at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. in the name of civil rights. Including the immortal words, 
"I have a dream," Dr. King's keynote speech would energize a movement and change the course of 
history. With references to the Gettysburg Address, the Emancipation Proclamation, the Declaration 
of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, Shakespeare, and the Bible, Dr. King's March on Washington 
address has long been hailed as one of the greatest pieces of writing and oration in history. Profound 
and deeply moving, it is as relevant today as it was nearly sixty years earlier. This beautifully designed 
hardcover edition presents Dr. King's speech in its entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader 
and his immeasurable contribution, and inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying 
on the fight for justice and equality.

I Have a Dream

The Planters of Colonial Virginia is a research on the colonial Virginia political and economic experience 
of the tobacco planter culture. The book covers a time from the founding of Jamestown to the 
disbursement of the settlers to various other places.

The Planters of Colonial Virginia

This second edition of Gloria Browne-Marshall’s seminal work , tracing the history of racial discrim-
ination in American law from colonial times to the present, is now available with major revisions. 
Throughout, she advocates for freedom and equality at the center, moving from their struggle for 
physical freedom in the slavery era to more recent battles for equal rights and economic equality. 
From the colonial period to the present, this book examines education, property ownership, voting 
rights, criminal justice, and the military as well as internationalism and civil liberties by analyzing the 
key court cases that established America’s racial system and demonstrating the impact of these court 
cases on American society. This edition also includes more on Asians, Native Americans, and Latinos. 
Race, Law, and American Society is highly accessible and thorough in its depiction of the role race has 



played, with the sanction of the U.S. Supreme Court, in shaping virtually every major American social 
institution.

Race, Law, and American Society

Including a discussion of legislative powers, constitutional regulations relative to the forms of legislation 
and to legislative procedure.

Statutes and statutory construction

The first collection of King’s essential writings for high school students and young people A Time 
to Break Silence presents Martin Luther King, Jr.'s most important writings and speeches—carefully 
selected by teachers across a variety of disciplines—in an accessible and user-friendly volume. Now, for 
the first time, teachers and students will be able to access Dr. King's writings not only electronically but 
in stand-alone book form. Arranged thematically in five parts, the collection includes nineteen selections 
and is introduced by award-winning author Walter Dean Myers. Included are some of Dr. King’s most 
well-known and frequently taught classic works, including “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and “I Have 
a Dream,” as well as lesser-known pieces such as “The Sword that Heals” and “What Is Your Life’s 
Blueprint?” that speak to issues young people face today.

A Time to Break Silence

The saga of the Freedom Rides is an improbable, almost unbelievable story. In the course of six months 
in 1961, four hundred and fifty Freedom Riders expanded the realm of the possible in American politics, 
redefining the limits of dissent and setting the stage for the civil rights movement. In this new version 
of his encyclopedic Freedom Riders, Raymond Arsenault offers a significantly condensed and tautly 
written account. With characters and plot lines rivaling those of the most imaginative fiction, this is a tale 
of heroic sacrifice and unexpected triumph. Arsenault recounts how a group of volunteers--blacks and 
whites--came together to travel from Washington DC through the Deep South, defying Jim Crow laws 
in buses and terminals and putting their lives on the line for racial justice. News photographers captured 
the violence in Montgomery, shocking the nation and sparking a crisis in the Kennedy administration. 
Here are the key players--their fears and courage, their determination and second thoughts, and the 
agonizing choices they faced as they took on Jim Crow--and triumphed. Winner of the Owsley Prize 
Publication is timed to coincide with the airing of the American Experience miniseries documenting 
the Freedom Rides "Arsenault brings vividly to life a defining moment in modern American history." 
--Eric Foner, The New York Times Book Review "Authoritative, compelling history." --William Grimes, 
The New York Times "For those interested in understanding 20th-century America, this is an essential 
book." --Roger Wilkins, Washington Post Book World "Arsenault's record of strategy sessions, church 
vigils, bloody assaults, mass arrests, political maneuverings and personal anguish captures the mood 
and the turmoil, the excitement and the confusion of the movement and the time." --Michael Kenney, 
The Boston Globe

Freedom Riders

In the past few years, a new generation of progressive intellectuals has dramatically transformed how 
law, race, and racial power are understood and discussed in America. Questioning the old assumptions 
of both liberals and conservatives with respect to the goals and the means of traditional civil rights 
reform, critical race theorists have presented new paradigms for understanding racial injustice and new 
ways of seeing the links between race, gender, sexual orientation, and class. This reader, edited by the 
principal founders and leading theoreticians of the critical race theory movement, gathers together for 
the first time the movement's most important essays.

1961 Commission on Civil Rights Report

Communities across America were thrown into upheaval during the 1960s, when thousands of young 
people began to publicly question the status quo, particularly in terms of race, youth, and gender. As 
grassroots social movements sprung up on college campuses (and often spread to surrounding towns) 
where participants debated race, the role of government, Vietnam, feminism, the Cold War, and other 
issues of the day, Americans that supported the status quo joined forces to oppose the activists and 
lend their own voices to the debate on the meaning of citizenship and patriotism. Monhollon uncovers 
the voices of ordinary people on all sides of the political spectrum in the university town of Lawrence, 



Kansas, and reveals how Americans from a range of ideological and political perspectives responded 
to and tried to resolve political and social conflict in the 1960s.

Critical Race Theory

Federal Law and Southern Order, first published in 1987, examines the factors behind the federal 
government's long delay in responding to racial violence during the 1950s and 1960s. The book 
also reveals that it was apprehension of a militant minority of white racists that ultimately spurred 
acquiescent state and local officials in the South to protect blacks and others involved in civil rights 
activities. By tracing patterns of violent racial crimes and probing the federal government's persistent 
failure to punish those who committed the crimes, Michal R. Belknap tells how and why judges, 
presidents, members of Congress, and even Justice Department and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
officials accepted the South's insistence that federalism precluded any national interference in southern 
law enforcement. Lulled into complacency by the soothing rationalization of federalism, Washington for 
too long remained a bystander while the Ku Klux Klan and others used violence to sabotage the civil 
rights movement, Belknap demonstrates. In the foreword to this paperback edition, Belknap examines 
how other scholars, in works published after Federal Law and Southern Order, have treated issues 
related to federal efforts to curb racial violence. He also explores how incidents of racial violence since 
the 1960s have been addressed by the state legal systems of the South and discusses the significance 
for the contemporary South of congressional legislation enacted during the 1960s to suppress racially 
motivated murders, beatings, and intimidation.

This is America?

In 1932, the U.S. Public Health Service recruited 623 African American men from Macon County, 
Alabama, for a study of "the effects of untreated syphilis in the Negro male." For the next 40 years 
-- even after the development of penicillin, the cure for syphilis -- these men were denied medical 
care for this potentially fatal disease. The Tuskegee Syphilis Study was exposed in 1972, and in 1975 
the government settled a lawsuit but stopped short of admitting wrongdoing. In 1997, President Bill 
Clinton welcomed five of the Study survivors to the White House and, on behalf of the nation, officially 
apologized for an experiment he described as wrongful and racist. In this book, the attorney for the 
men, Fred D. Gray, describes the background of the Study, the investigation and the lawsuit, the events 
leading up to the Presidential apology, and the ongoing efforts to see that out of this painful and tragic 
episode of American history comes lasting good.

Federal Law and Southern Order

Kelley unearths freedom dreams in this exciting history of renegade intellectuals and artists of the 
African diaspora in the twentieth century. Focusing on the visions of activists from C. L. R. James to 
Aime Cesaire and Malcolm X, Kelley writes of the hope that Communism offered, the mindscapes of 
Surrealism, the transformative potential of radical feminism, and of the four-hundred-year-old dream of 
reparations for slavery and Jim Crow. From'the preeminent historian of black popular culture' (Cornel 
West), an inspiring work on the power of imagination to transform society.

The Tuskegee Syphilis Study

Very Good,No Highlights or Markup,all pages are intact.

Freedom Dreams

Explains how Robinson and the Women's Political Caucus started the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1954

Civil Rights and the Reagan Administration

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 



We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women who Started it

The Puritans hounded the Baptists out of Massachusetts Bay Colony. Four hundred years later, Baptists 
are the second-largest religious group in America, and their influence matches their numbers. Yet the 
historical legacy, and the inherently fractured nature of their faith, makes Baptists ever wary of threats 
from within as well as without. Kidd and Hankins, both practicing Baptists, weave the threads of Baptist 
history alongside those of American history to show how one religious denomination was transformed 
from persecuted minority into a leading actor on the national stage, with profound implications for 
American society and culture.

A South Carolina Family

On June 11, 1963, in a dramatic gesture that caught the nation's attention, Governor George Wallace 
physically blocked the entrance to Foster Auditorium on the University of Alabama's campus. His intent 
was to defy Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach, sent on behalf of the Kennedy administration to 
force Alabama to accept court-ordered desegregation. After a tense confrontation, President Kennedy 
federalized the Alabama National Guard and Wallace backed down, allowing Vivian Malone and James 
Hood to become the first African Americans to enroll successfully at their state's flagship university. 
That night, John F. Kennedy went on television to declare civil rights a "moral issue" and to commit 
his administration to this cause. That same night, Medgar Evers was shot dead. In The Schoolhouse 
Door, E. Culpepper Clark provides a riveting account of the events that led to Wallace's historic stand, 
tracing a tangle of intrigue and resistance that stretched from the 1940s, when the university rejected 
black applicants outright, to the post-Brown v. Board of Education era. We are there in July 1955 when 
Thurgood Marshall and lawyers at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund win for Autherine Lucy and "all 
similarly situated" the right to enroll at the university. We are in the car with Lucy in February 1956 
as university officials escort her to class, shielding her from a mob jeering "Lynch the nigger," "Keep 
'Bama white," and "hit the nigger whore." (After only three days, these demonstrations resulted in Lucy's 
expulsion.) Clark exposes the many means, including threats and intimidation, used by university and 
state officials to discourage black applicants following the Lucy episode. And he explains how University 
of Alabama president Frank Anthony Rose eventually cooperated with the Kennedy administration 
to ensure a smooth transition toward desegregation. We also witness Robert Kennedy's remarkable 
face-to-face plea for Wallace's cooperation and the governor's adamant refusal: "I will never submit 
voluntarily to any integration in a school system in Alabama." As Clark writes, Wallace's carefully 
orchestrated surrender would leave the forces of white supremacy free to fight another day. And the 
Kennedys' public embrace of the civil rights movement would set in motion a political transformation 
that changed the presidential base of the Democratic party for the next thirty years. In these pages, full 
of courageous black applicants, fist-shaking demonstrators, and powerful politicians, Clark captures 
the dramatic confrontations that transformed the University of Alabama into a proving ground for the 
civil rights movement and gave the nation unforgettable symbols for its struggle to achieve racial justice.

Baptists in America

Warner Books, in conjunction with Intellectual Properties Management, Inc., presents an extraordinary 
collection of sermons by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.-many never before published-along with introduc-
tions an documentary of the world's leading ministers & theologians.

The Schoolhouse Door

Justice on Demand: True Crime in the Digital Streaming Era offers a theoretical rumination on the 
question asked in countless blogs and opinion pieces of the last decade: Why are we so obsessed 
with true crime? Author Tanya Horeck takes this question further: Why is true crime thought to be 
such a good vehicle for the new modes of viewer/listener engagement favored by online streaming 
and consumption in the twenty-first century? Examining a range of audiovisual true crime texts, from 
podcasts such as Serial and My Favorite Murder to long-form crime documentaries such as The 
Jinx and Making a Murderer, Horeck considers the extent to which the true crime genre has come 
to epitomize participatory media culture where the listener/viewer acts as a "desktop detective" or 
"internet sleuth." While Facebook and Twitter have re-invigorated the notion of the armchair detective, 
Horeck questions the rhetoric of interactivity surrounding true crime formats and points to the precarity 



of justice in the social media era. In a cultural moment in which user-generated videos of real-life 
violence surface with an alarming frequency, Justice on Demand addresses what is at stake in the 
cultural investment in true crime as packaged mainstream entertainment. Paying close attention to 
the gendered and racialized dimensions of true crime media, Horeck examines objects that are not 
commonly considered "true crime," including the subgenre of closed-circuit television (CCTV) elevator 
assault videos and the popularity of trailers for true crime documentaries on YouTube. By analyzing a 
range of intriguing case studies, Horeck explores how the audience is affectively imagined, addressed, 
and commodified by contemporary true crime in an "on demand" mediascape. As a fresh investigation 
of how contemporary variations of true crime raise significant ethical questions regarding what it means 
to watch, listen, and "witness" in a digital era of accessibility, immediacy, and instantaneity, Justice on 
Demand will be of interest to film, media, and digital studies scholars.

1961 United States Commission on Civil Rights Report

Based on lectures at the Ohio State Law Forum in April, 1964, showing the impact of the Negro Civil 
Rights Movement on the U.S. Constitution First Amendment.

A Knock at Midnight

Examines African American writers and artists of the 1950s, tracing leftist ideas and activism within their 
work, recounts the events of the 1959 Black Writers' Conference and explores the ongoing influence 
of the Black Popular Front.

Justice on Demand

Birmingham served as the stage for some of the most dramatic and important moments in the history of 
the civil rights struggle. In this vivid narrative account, Glenn Eskew traces the evolution of nonviolent 
protest in the city, focusing particularly on the sometimes problematic intersection of the local and 
national movements. Eskew describes the changing face of Birmingham's civil rights campaign, from 
the politics of accommodation practiced by the city's black bourgeoisie in the 1950s to local pastor 
Fred L. Shuttlesworth's groundbreaking use of nonviolent direct action to challenge segregation during 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. In 1963, the national movement, in the person of Martin Luther King 
Jr., turned to Birmingham. The national uproar that followed on Police Commissioner Bull Connor's 
use of dogs and fire hoses against the demonstrators provided the impetus behind passage of the 
watershed Civil Rights Act of 1964. Paradoxically, though, the larger victory won in the streets of 
Birmingham did little for many of the city's black citizens, argues Eskew. The cancellation of protest 
marches before any clear-cut gains had been made left Shuttlesworth feeling betrayed even as King 
claimed a personal victory. While African Americans were admitted to the leadership of the city, the 
way power was exercised--and for whom--remained fundamentally unchanged.

The Negro and the First Amendment

DIVDIVFinalist for the National Book Award: A groundbreaking portrait of the intersection of law and 
politics in Robert F. Kennedy’s Department of Justice/divDIV As United States Attorney General, the 
young, legally inexperienced Robert F. Kennedy sat at the head of a vast department tasked with 
enforcing the law and defending the rights of an entire nation. Although his family connection to the 
White House raised eyebrows, Robert Kennedy’s tenure was marked by impassioned battles to root 
out corruption and protect individual civil liberties. From his fierce stand against organized crime to 
his tumultuous relationship with FBI director J. Edgar Hoover, RFK proved time and again that he was 
a champion of fairness./divDIV In this investigative account of the Kennedy years, acclaimed scholar 
Victor S. Navasky crafts an unmatched portrait of the complex interaction of power and principle in the 
halls of justice./divDIV/div/div

The Other Blacklist

Simple Justice is the definitive history of the landmark case Brown v. Board of Education and the epic 
struggle for racial equality in this country. Combining intensive research with original interviews with 
surviving participants, Richard Kluger provides the fullest possible view of the human and legal drama in 
the years before 1954, the cumulative assaults on the white power structure that defended segregation, 
and the step-by-step establishment of a team of inspired black lawyers that could successfully challenge 
the law. Now, on the fiftieth anniversary of the unanimous Supreme Court decision that ended legal 



segregation, Kluger has updated his work with a new final chapter covering events and issues that 
have arisen since the book was first published, including developments in civil rights and recent cases 
involving affirmative action, which rose directly out of Brown v. Board of Education.

The President, Office and Powers

“Does an admirable job of examining Capote as a writer whose work reflects America of the late 1940s 
and 1950s more deeply than previously thought.” —Ralph F. Voss, author of Truman Capote and the 
Legacy of “In Cold Blood” Truman Capote—and his most famous works, In Cold Blood and Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s—continue to have a powerful hold over the American popular imagination, along with his 
glamorous lifestyle, which included hobnobbing with the rich and famous and frequenting the most elite 
nightclubs in Manhattan. In Understanding Truman Capote, Thomas Fahy offers a way to reconsider 
the author’s place in literary criticism, the canon, and the classroom. By reading Capote’s work in its 
historical context, Fahy reveals the politics shaping his writing and refutes any notion of Capote as 
disconnected from the political. Instead this study positions him as a writer deeply engaged with the 
social anxieties of the postwar years. It also applies a highly interdisciplinary framework to the author’s 
writing that includes discussions of McCarthyism, the Lavender Scare, automobile culture, juvenile 
delinquency, suburbia, Beat culture, the early civil rights movement, female sexuality as embodied by 
celebrities such as Marilyn Monroe, and atomic age anxieties. This new approach to studying Capote 
will be of interest in the fields of literature, history, film, suburban studies, sociology, gender/sexuality 
studies, African American literary studies, and American and cultural studies. Capote’s writing captures 
the isolation, marginalization, and persecution of those who deviated from or failed to achieve white 
middle-class ideals and highlights the artificiality of mainstream idealizations about American culture. 
His work reveals the deleterious consequences of nostalgia, the insidious impact of suppression, the 
dangers of Cold War propaganda, and the importance of equal rights. Ultimately, Capote’s writing 
reflects a critical engagement with American culture that challenges us to rethink our understanding of 
the 1940s and 1950s.

But for Birmingham

On February 1, 1960, four African American college students entered the Woolworth department store 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, and sat down at the lunch counter. This lunch counter, like most in the 
American South, refused to serve black customers. The four students remained in their seats until the 
store closed. In the following days, they returned, joined by growing numbers of fellow students. These 
“sit-in” demonstrations soon spread to other southern cities, drawing in thousands of students and 
coalescing into a protest movement that would transform the struggle for racial equality. The Sit-Ins 
tells the story of the student lunch counter protests and the national debate they sparked over the 
meaning of the constitutional right of all Americans to equal protection of the law. Christopher W. 
Schmidt describes how behind the now-iconic scenes of African American college students sitting in 
quiet defiance at “whites only” lunch counters lies a series of underappreciated legal dilemmas—about 
the meaning of the Constitution, the capacity of legal institutions to remedy different forms of injustice, 
and the relationship between legal reform and social change. The students’ actions initiated a national 
conversation over whether the Constitution’s equal protection clause extended to the activities of 
private businesses that served the general public. The courts, the traditional focal point for accounts 
of constitutional disputes, played an important but ultimately secondary role in this story. The great 
victory of the sit-in movement came not in the Supreme Court, but in Congress, with the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, landmark legislation that recognized the right African American students had 
claimed for themselves four years earlier. The Sit-Ins invites a broader understanding of how Americans 
contest and construct the meaning of their Constitution.

Kennedy Justice

Simple Justice
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