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Discover the fascinating history and complex engineering behind the building of the Hoover Dam. This 
iconic construction project transformed the American Southwest, showcasing unparalleled ingenuity 
and human determination.

Each dissertation is a deep exploration of a specialized topic or field.
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All visitors are welcome to download it completely free.

The authenticity of the document is guaranteed.
We only provide original content that can be trusted.
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Use this document to support your needs.
We are always ready to offer more useful resources in the future.
Thank you for making our website your choice.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Hoover Dam Construction History completely free 
of charge.

Building Hoover Dam

Andrew J. Dunar and Dennis McBride skillfully interweave eyewitness accounts of the building of 
Hoover Dam. These stories create the richest existing portrait of the building of Hoover Dam and its 
tremendous effect on the lives of those involved in its creation: the gritty, sometimes grisly realities of 
living in cardboard boxes and tents during several of the hottest Southern Nevada summers on record; 
the fearsome carbon monoxide deaths of tunnel builders who, it was claimed, had died of "pneumonia"; 
the uproarious life of nearby Las Vegas versus the tightly controlled existence of the workers in the 
built-overnight confines of Boulder City; and of course the astounding accomplishment of building the 
Dam itself and completing the task not only early but under budget!

The Construction of Hoover Dam

The Hoover Dam is called one of American's seven modern civil engineering wonders. Hurdles to 
clear included building access roads, diverting the Colorado River, and creating a way to cure massive 
amounts of concrete quickly enough to complete the project on time. Readers will learn how what was 
then the world's tallest dam was built in a region that presented challenges in geography and weather.

Building the Hoover Dam

This book relays the factual details of the story of the Hoover Dam, which was built in the 1930s. The 
narrative provides multiple accounts of the event, and readers learn details through the point of view of 
a Colorado River explorer, a dam worker, and a dam worker's daughter. The text offers opportunities to 
compare and contrast various perspectives in the text while gathering and analyzing information about 
a historical event.
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The Story of the Hoover Dam

Describes the history of the Hoover Dam, why and how it was built, and how it works.

The Hoover Dam

*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the project written by workers and their family members 
*Includes a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents "This morning I came, I saw, 
and I was conquered, as everyone would be who sees for the first time this great feat of mankind...Ten 
years ago the place where we gathered was an unpeopled, forbidding desert. In the bottom of the 
gloomy canyon whose precipitous walls rose to height of more than a thousand feet, flowed a turbulent, 
dangerous river...The site of Boulder City was a cactus-covered waste. And the transformation wrought 
here in these years is a twentieth century marvel." - President Franklin D. Roosevelt, September 30, 
1935 During the 1930s, at the height of the Great Depression, thousands of workers began work on 
the Hoover Dam, built in the Black Canyon, which had been cut by the powerful Colorado River. The 
Colorado River was responsible for the Grand Canyon, and by the 20th century, the idea of damming 
the river and creating an artificial lake was being explored for all of its potential, including hydroelectric 
power and irrigation. By the time the project was proposed in the 1920s, the contractors vowing to build it 
were facing the challenge of building the largest dam the world had ever known. As if that wasn't enough, 
the landscape was completely unforgiving, as described by the famous explorer John Wesley Powell 
generations earlier: "The landscape everywhere, away from the river, is of rock--cliffs of rock, tables of 
rock, plateaus of rock, terraces of rock, crags of rock--ten thousand strangely carved forms...cathedral 
shaped buttes, towering hundreds or thousands of feet, cliffs that cannot be scaled, and canyon walls 
that shrink the river into insignificance, with vast hollow domes and tall pinnacles and shafts set on the 
verge overhead; and all highly colored." The engineering that went into the Hoover Dam was not just 
dangerous but unprecedented, to the extent that the Hoover Dam relied on building methods that had 
never been proven effective on such a giant scale. The project also had to employ tens of thousands 
of people in often dangerous working conditions, which resulted in scores of deaths. At the same time, 
however, the large number of men that traveled to work on the project helped turn Las Vegas, a nearby 
small desert town in Nevada, into Sin City. Despite all the difficulties, the Hoover Dam was completed on 
time, and President Roosevelt summed up just how impressive the accomplishment was in his speech 
dedicating the site in 1935: "We are here to celebrate the completion of the greatest dam in the world, 
rising 726 feet above the bedrock of the river and altering the geography of a whole region: we are here 
to see the creation of the largest artificial lake in the world-115 miles long, holding enough water, for 
example, to cover the whole State of Connecticut to a depth of ten feet; and we are here to see nearing 
completion a power house which will contain the largest generators and turbines yet installed in this 
country, machinery that can continuously supply nearly two million horsepower of electric energy." The 
Hoover Dam: The History and Construction of America's Most Famous Engineering Project chronicles 
the construction of America's most famous dam. Along with pictures of important people, places, and 
events, you will learn about the Hoover Dam like never before, in no time at all.

The Construction of Hoover Dam

Gives readers a behind-the-scenes look at the building of the Hoover Dam. Additional features include 
a table of contents, a Fast Facts spread, critical-thinking questions, primary source quotes and 
accompanying source notes, a phonetic glossary, an index, and sources for further research.

The Hoover Dam

A history of the Hoover Dam with an emphasis on basic architecture, engineering, and mechanical 
procedures involved in construction.

The Hoover Dam Documents

As breathtaking today as the day it was completed, Hoover Dam not only shaped the American West 
but helped launch the American century. In the depths of the Great Depression it became a symbol of 
American resilience and ingenuity in the face of crisis, putting thousands of men to work in a remote 
desert canyon and bringing unruly nature to heel. Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Michael Hiltzik uses the 
saga of the dam’s conception, design, and construction to tell the broader story of America’s efforts 
to come to grips with titanic social, economic, and natural forces. For embodied in the dam’s striking 
machine-age form is the fundamental transformation the Depression wrought in the nation’s very 



culture—the shift from the concept of rugged individualism rooted in the frontier days of the nineteenth 
century to the principle of shared enterprise and communal support that would build the America we 
know today. In the process, the unprecedented effort to corral the raging Colorado River evolved from a 
regional construction project launched by a Republican president into the New Deal’s outstanding—and 
enduring—symbol of national pride. Yet the story of Hoover Dam has a darker side. Its construction was 
a gargantuan engineering feat achieved at great human cost, its progress marred by the abuse of a 
desperate labor force. The water and power it made available spurred the development of such great 
western metropolises as Los Angeles, Phoenix, Denver, Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, and San Diego, but 
the vision of unlimited growth held dear by its designers and builders is fast turning into a mirage. In 
Hiltzik’s hands, the players in this epic historical tale spring vividly to life: President Theodore Roosevelt, 
who conceived the project; William Mulholland, Southern California’s great builder of water works, who 
urged the dam upon a reluctant Congress; Herbert Hoover, who gave the dam his name though he 
initially opposed its construction; Frank Crowe, the dam’s renowned master builder, who pushed his 
men mercilessly to raise the beautiful concrete rampart in an inhospitable desert gorge. Finally there is 
Franklin Roosevelt, who presided over the ultimate completion of the project and claimed the credit for 
it. Hiltzik combines exhaustive research, trenchant observation, and unforgettable storytelling to shed 
new light on a major turning point of twentieth-century history.

Hoover Dam

In the spring of 1931, in a rugged desert canyon on the Arizona-Nevada border, an army of workmen 
began one of the most difficult and daring building projects ever undertaken—the construction of 
Hoover Dam. Through the worst years of the Great Depression as many as five thousand laborers toiled 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, to erect the huge structure that would harness the Colorado 
River and transform the American West. Construction of the giant dam was a triumph of human 
ingenuity, yet the full story of this monumental endeavor has never been told. Now, in an engrossing, 
fast-paced narrative, Joseph E. Stevens recounts the gripping saga of Hoover Dam. Drawing on a 
wealth of material, including manuscript collections, government documents, contemporary newspaper 
and magazine accounts, and personal interviews and correspondence with men and women who 
were involved with the construction, he brings the Hoover Dam adventure to life. Described here in 
dramatic detail are the deadly hazards the work crews faced as they hacked and blasted the dam’s 
foundation out of solid rock; the bitter political battles and violent labor unrest that threatened to shut 
the job down; the deprivation and grinding hardship endured by the workers’ families; the dam builders’ 
gambling, drinking, and whoring sprees in nearby Las Vegas; and the stirring triumphs and searing 
moments of terror as the massive concrete wedge rose inexorably from the canyon floor. Here, too, is 
an unforgettable cast of characters: Henry Kaiser, Warren Bechtel, and Harry Morrison, the ambitious, 
headstrong construction executives who gambled fortune and fame on the Hoover Dam contract; Frank 
Crowe, the brilliant, obsessed field engineer who relentlessly drove the work force to finish the dam 
two and a half years ahead of schedule; Sims Ely, the irascible, teetotaling eccentric who ruled Boulder 
City, the straightlaced company town created for the dam workers by the federal government; and many 
more men and women whose courage and sacrifice, greed and frailty, made the dam’s construction a 
great human, as well as technological, adventure. Hoover Dam is a compelling, irresistible account of 
an extraordinary American epic.

The Building of the Hoover Dam

Chronicles in detail the planning and construction of the Hoover Dam, formerly known as Boulder Dam, 
which was completed in 1935.

Construction of Hoover Dam

"Examining the building process from the ground up, this high-interest title covers the history and 
construction of the Hoover Dam, one of Nevada and Arizona's most well-known landmarks"--

Hoover Dam

� "In this detailed and informative work, Boughton chronicles the construction of the Hoover Dam via 
compellingly comprehensive text." —Publishers Weekly, starred review "A fascinating blend of social 
and environmental history and engineering." —Kirkus Reviews "Truly breathtaking. This is a powerful 
story and like the water slowly rising behind that concrete barrier, it becomes more powerful with 
each page turn." —David Macaulay, two-time recipient of the Caldecott Medal and creator of the 



bestselling The Way Things Work "An exciting mix of research, storytelling, and an astounding true 
story—one that’s still unfolding today." —Steve Sheinkin, three-time National Book Award finalist and 
Newbery Honor author of Bomb Discover the complicated history behind the construction of Hoover 
Dam—one of the country’s most recognizable and far-reaching landmarks—and its lasting political and 
environmental effects on the Colorado River and the American West. At the time of its completion in 
1936, Hoover Dam was the biggest dam in the world and the largest feat of architecture and engineering 
in the country—a statement of national ambition and technical achievement. It turned the wild Colorado 
River into a tame and securely managed water source, transforming millions of acres of desert into 
farmland while also providing water and power to the fast-growing population of the Southwest. The 
concrete monolith quickly became a symbol of American ingenuity; however, its history is laden with 
contradiction. It provided work for thousands, but it was a dangerous project that exploited desperate 
workers during the Depression. It helped secure the settlement and economies of the Southwest, but at 
the expense of Indigenous peoples and the environment; and it created a dependency on the Colorado 
River’s water, which is under threat from overuse and climate change. Weaving together elements of 
engineering, geography, and political and socioeconomic history, and drawing heavily from unpublished 
oral histories taken from dam workers and their families, Simon Boughton’s thoughtful and compelling 
debut—featuring historical photographs throughout—follows the construction and impact of Hoover 
Dam, and how its promise of abundance ultimately created a river in crisis today.

Colossus

The mighty Hoover Dam, starting as a dream of land developers and farmers, became the most 
ambitious civil engineering project of the Great Depression. This landmark in the middle of the Mojave 
Desert, holding back the largest man-made lake in America, also became, like Mount Rushmore or 
the Empire State Building, a visual and cultural icon. The power and meanings of this icon came not 
through a single image but via myriad visual representations, in government propaganda, advertising, 
journalism, and art. Even before it was built, these images were used to shape the public’s perception of 
the project and frame the dam as the linchpin to an expanding American economic empire in the desert 
Southwest. Anthony F. Arrigo has researched a wide array of primary sources and archival materials 
to trace the project from its earliest representations in illustrations to the documentary photography of 
its construction and later depictions of the structure in commercial promotions, fine art photography, 
and paintings. Analyzing Hoover Dam through the trajectory of imagery across several decades, rather 
than the narrative of its construction, illuminates the underlying cultural and ecological imperatives in 
the drive to build it, including the influence of religious doctrine and the American agrarian movement. 
Arrigo also discusses various portrayals of laborers, women, minority groups, nature, and technology 
in this imagery. In time, the visual icon of power and domination was commercialized to sell cars, 
vacations, and more. Imaging Hoover Dam is an important work in both visual rhetoric and cultural 
studies. It will also intrigue readers interested in such varied topics as the history of the American 
Southwest, the Great Depression and the New Deal, social and environmental issues, and American 
popular culture.

Hoover Dam

Briefly describes the process involved in building the Hoover Dam.

The Hoover Dam

Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and text highlighting for an engaging read 
aloud experience! The Hoover Dam is one of the largest dams in the world! It provides power and water 
to people in Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and California. Just how does the Hoover Dam work? And how 
many people did it take to build this amazing structure? Read this book to find out! Learn all about 
some remarkable sites in the Famous Places series - part of the Lightning Bolt BooksTM collection. 
With high-energy designs, exciting photos, and fun text, Lightning Bolt BooksTM bring nonfiction topics 
to life!

Hoover Dam

As breathtaking today as when it was completed, Hoover Dam ranks among America’s most awe-in-
spiring, if dubious, achievements. This epic story of the dam—from conception to design to construc-
tion—by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and Los Angeles Times columnist Michael Hiltzik exposes 
the tremendous hardships and accomplishments of the men on the ground—and in the air—who built 



the dam and the demonic drive of Frank Crowe, the boss who pushed them beyond endurance. It is 
a tale of the tremendous will exerted from start to finish, detailing the canny backroom dealings by 
Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt, the herculean engineering challenges Crowe faced, and 
the terrific union strikes by the men who daily fought to beat back the Colorado River. Colossus tells an 
important part of the story of America’s struggle to pull itself out of the Great Depression by harnessing 
the power of its population and its natural resources.

The Wild River and the Great Dam

Have you ever wondered how the Hoover Dam was built? Follow along as the Colorado River itself tells 
you its story! A lot of work went into the construction of this giant dam, but it was worth it—we now 
have Lake Mead and a way of converting the river’s energy into electricity!

Story of Hoover Dam

In the depths of the Great Depression, the United States undertook a task so monumental it demanded 
nearly five thousand people to complete. The Hoover Dam stands as a modern marvel, a testament to 
America's ingenuity. However, few know the story of the town that built the dam. To house the workers, 
Secretary of Interior Ray L. Wilbur envisioned a model of city planning, giving birth to Boulder City. 
Wilbur intended for the city to be temporary, to disappear once the dam was complete, but it didn't 
work out that way. Local author Paul W. Papa offers a unique look at a town that may have been forged 
by a dam but took on a life of its own.

The Boulder Canyon Project

Explores the story of Federal contributions to dam planning, design, and construction.

Imaging Hoover Dam

Describes the engineering, construction, and social and historical contexts of the Hoover Dam.

The Story of Hoover Dam

Describes the dam and how it was built.

The Hoover Dam

Dams have been used to control water for thousands of years, with the oldest known dam being a 
small earthen structure in present-day Jordan dating to c.4000 BCE. Since then, cultures throughout 
the world have practised the art of dam-building and the technology has evolved in myriad ways. The 
papers selected here examine the key technical issues influencing dam construction from ancient times 
to the early 20th century. In addition they illustrate why various human societies have built dams and 
how ’social’ (or seemingly ’non-technical’) factors have influenced the process of dam design. Though 
hydraulic engineering is the primary focus of the book, it also reveals a keen interest in questions of 
water resources and environmental history.

The Hoover Dam

Photographs and text describe how math was used to solve problems relating to the Hoover Dam 
including how much concrete and other building materials were needed and the environmental issues 
that arose as a result of the dam.

Colossus

Throughout human history, mankind has built monuments to its ingenuity and skill. In Egypt it was 
the Pyramids. Rome, built the Colosseum. The Greeks built the Acropolis. The great cathedrals of 
Europe raised the skills of their builders to unequalled heights, creating awe-inspiring structures. In the 
Americas, the cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde and the high mountain city of Machu Picchu speak to the 
skill and ingenuity of their builders. In the modern era, it's buildings that reach near half a mile into the 
sky, bridges that stretch enormous distances in a single span, and machines that extend mankind's 
reach far into space. One monument that must surely be counted among the great achievements of 
mankind is Hoover Dam. Hoover Dam and Lake Mead are located in the Black Canyon of the Colorado 
River about 35 miles southeast of Las Vegas, Nevada. Located on the Arizona-Nevada State line, the 



dam and reservoir are in the counties of Mohave, in Arizona, and Clark, in Nevada. The Colorado River 
Basin is an area of over 242,000 square miles that includes parts of California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyoming. The basin also includes some 2,000 square miles in Mexico. 
The Colorado River itself originates in the high mountains of Colorado and flows 1,400 miles to the 
Gulf of California. Along the way, it gathers the waters of several major rivers including the Gunnison 
River in Colorado, the Green and San Juan Rivers in Utah, the Little Colorado and Gila Rivers in 
Arizona, and the Virgin River in Nevada. In all, some 15,000,000 acre feet (af) of water annually flows 
down the Colorado River on its journey to the Gulf of California. Hoover Dam * Location * Historic 
Setting * Authorization * Construction History * Investigations * Design * Construction * Boulder City and 
Pre-Construction Activities * Hoover Dam * Post Construction History * Settlement of Project Lands * 
Uses of Project Water * Conclusion * About Wm. Joe Simonds * Bibliography * Archival and Manuscript 
Collections * Government Documents * Articles * Books * Other Materials

Building Hoover Dam

The massive dams of the American West were designed to serve multiple purposes: improving 
navigation, irrigating crops, storing water, controlling floods, and generating hydroelectricity. Their 
construction also put thousands of people to work during the Great Depression. Only later did the 
dams’ baneful effects on river ecologies spark public debate. Big Dams of the New Deal Era tells how 
major water-storage structures were erected in four western river basins. David P. Billington and Donald 
C. Jackson reveal how engineering science, regional and national politics, perceived public needs, 
and a river’s natural features intertwined to create distinctive dams within each region. In particular, 
the authors describe how two federal agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of 
Reclamation, became key players in the creation of these important public works. By illuminating the 
mathematical analysis that supported large-scale dam construction, the authors also describe how 
and why engineers in the 1930s most often opted for massive gravity dams, whose design required 
enormous quantities of concrete or earth-rock fill for stability. Richly illustrated, Big Dams of the 
New Deal Era offers a compelling account of how major dams in the New Deal era restructured the 
landscape—both politically and physically—and why American society in the 1930s embraced them 
wholeheartedly.

Boulder City: The Town that Built the Hoover Dam

Describes the history of the Hoover Dam, why and how it was built, and how it works.

The History of Large Federal Dams

"Hoover Dam was America's largest federal works project of its time, constructed during the Great 
Depression after years of scientific study and political maneuvering by California boosters. This thirsty 
state looked to the untapped Colorado River to supply reliable water for Imperial Valley farms and the 
fast-growing Los Angeles metropolitan area. Harnessing the unruly Colorado River would be no easy 
task. An unprecedented high dam, over 700 feet tall, was designed to store two years of river flow, trap 
tons of silt, and gain control of the river. The project was financed by the sale of hydroelectric power to 
southern California, Arizona, and southern Nevada. Today, Imperial Valley is an American garden spot, 
and Los Angeles is one of the nation's most influential cities. The Las Vegas Valley also witnessed 
tremendous growth beginning with the dam and followed by legalized gambling, defense industries, 
and tourism"--From publisher description.

Hoover Dam

It's 1931 and men are desperate for jobs. A lucky few will get to work in the searing heat of the Nevada 
desert on the massive Hoover Dam, the single largest public works project in history. Their goal is to 
tame the mighty Colorado River with a dam that will create the largest man-made lake in the world. But 
can they can overcome their own prejudices to do it?

Building the Hoover Dam

In 1920s America, life is hard, and many people are out of work. But you have the chance to work on 
a truly massive building project: a giant dam that will provide power and water for years to come, and 
prevent the devastating floods caused by the Colorado River. Does being a Ninja Warrior or a Pony 
Express Rider sound fun and exciting to you? Get ready to discover the not-so-pretty truth! In this lively 



series, YOU are the main character in some of history's goriest, darkest, and most horrific moments. 
Hilarious illustrations, captions, and sidebars leave no doubt that you simply wouldn't want to be there.

Dams

The Story of the Hoover Dam
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