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Explore the profound and often overlooked history of African Americans in the U.S. military. This 
resource delves into their unwavering fight for the right to serve, their immense contributions across 
various conflicts, and the ongoing journey towards full equality within the armed forces, highlighting 
their courage and resilience throughout American history.
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The Right to Fight

First time in paperback: An all-encompassing chronicle of African Americans' in the armed forces of 
the United States

The Right to Fight

Describes the role of African Americans in the military from the Boston Massacre to the present day.

The Right To Fight

From the birth of the United States, African American men and women have fought and died in defense 
of a nation that has often denied them many fundamental rights of citizenship. Now Gerald Astor has 
chronicled their efforts and accomplishments in this critically acclaimed survey. From Crispus Attucks, 
the first casualty of the American Revolution, to fighters on both sides of the Civil War, Astor moves 
to the postwar Indian campaigns and the infamous Brownsville riot. He also documents the prejudices 
and grievous wrongs that have kept African Americans from service—and finally traces their ascent to 
the highest levels. The Right to Fight is a groundbreaking contribution to American history.

Strength for the Fight

Surveys the history of blacks in the armed forces from the 1600s to the 1980s.
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Examines how African Americans' participation in the nation's wars after President Truman's order 
to intergrate the military, and their protracted struggles for equal citizenship, galvanized the antiwar 
activism that reshaped their struggles for freedom.

We Return Fighting

A richly illustrated commemoration of African Americans' roles in World War I highlighting how the 
wartime experience reshaped their lives and their communities after they returned home. This stunning 
book presents artifacts, medals, and photographs alongside powerful essays that together highlight 
the efforts of African Americans during World War I. As in many previous wars, black soldiers served 
the United States during the war, but they were assigned to segregated units and often relegated to 
labor and support duties rather than direct combat. Indeed this was the central paradox of the war: 
these men and women fought abroad to secure rights they did not yet have at home in the States. 
Black veterans' work during the conflict--and the respect they received from French allies but not their 
own US military--empowered them to return home and continue the fight for those rights. The book 
also presents the work of black citizens on the home front. Together their efforts laid the groundwork 
for later advances in the civil rights movement. We Return Fighting reminds readers not only of the 
central role of African American soldiers in the war that first made their country a world power. It also 
reveals the way the conflict shaped African American identity and lent fuel to their longstanding efforts 
to demand full civil rights and to stake their place in the country's cultural and political landscape.

We Return Fighting

A richly illustrated commemoration of African Americans' roles in World War I highlighting how the 
wartime experience reshaped their lives and their communities after they returned home. This stunning 
book presents artifacts, medals, and photographs alongside powerful essays that together highlight 
the efforts of African Americans during World War I. As in many previous wars, black soldiers served 
the United States during the war, but they were assigned to segregated units and often relegated to 
labor and support duties rather than direct combat. Indeed this was the central paradox of the war: 
these men and women fought abroad to secure rights they did not yet have at home in the States. 
Black veterans' work during the conflict--and the respect they received from French allies but not their 
own US military--empowered them to return home and continue the fight for those rights. The book 
also presents the work of black citizens on the home front. Together their efforts laid the groundwork 
for later advances in the civil rights movement. We Return Fighting reminds readers not only of the 
central role of African American soldiers in the war that first made their country a world power. It also 
reveals the way the conflict shaped African American identity and lent fuel to their longstanding efforts 
to demand full civil rights and to stake their place in the country's cultural and political landscape.

Fighting on Two Fronts

In this dramatic history of race relations during the Vietnam War, James E. Westheider illustrates how 
American soldiers in Vietnam grappled with many of the same racial conflicts that were roiling their 
homeland thousands of miles away. Over seven years in the making, Fighting on Two Fronts draws 
on interviews with dozens of Vietnam veterans - black and white - and official Pentagon documents to 
paint the first complete picture of the African American experience in Vietnam.



The African American Soldier

Military history’s hidden figures are given their due in this revealing and moving exploration of the pivotal 
role of African Americans who risked their lives for their country—even as they fought courageously 
to become full citizens. A retired Lieutenant Colonel, Michael Lee Lanning covers Black soldiers’ 
involvement in conflicts from the colonial days through more recent struggles of the 21st century. From 
Bunker Hill to San Juan Heights, from France’s muddy trenches to the Persian Gulf’s scorched sands, 
African Americans have fought fiercely and bravely. They have battled to overthrow British rule, to 
preserve the union, to safeguard their allies, and to protect democracy. Many have fought for freedom 
they would never see for themselves, risking their lives for their country and for the right to become full 
citizens. In this enlightening account, Michael Lee Lanning explores African Americans’ crucial part in 
military history over two centuries, beginning in the Revolutionary War and stretching to recent conflicts 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Exploring both notable individual contributions and the role of Black regiments, 
The African American Soldier pays tribute to the hidden sacrifices and unrelenting valor of those too 
long overlooked by history.

The African American Experience in Vietnam

In this book James E. Westheider explores the social and professional paradoxes facing African-Amer-
ican soldiers in Vietnam. Service in the military started as a demonstration of the merits of integration 
as blacks competed with whites on a near equal basis for the first time. Yet as the war in Vietnam 
progressed, many black recruits felt isolated and threatened in an institution controlled almost totally 
by whites. Consequently, many blacks no longer viewed the military as a professional opportunity, but 
an undue burden on the black community.

African Americans and the Pacific War, 1941–1945

Dixon provides the first comprehensive study of African American military and social experiences 
during the Pacific War.

African-American Soldier

y history of the United States, "The African-American Soldier" portrays the struggles of the courageous 
men and women who secured the right of black Americans to fight for their country--a country that 
provided them with nearly two centuries of discrimination. This account of the road to racial equality in 
the military tracks progress and setbacks as well as dramatic firsts for African Americans. Photos.

Let Us Fight as Free Men

Today, the military is one the most racially diverse institutions in the United States. But for many decades 
African American soldiers battled racial discrimination and segregation within its ranks. In the years 
after World War II, the integration of the armed forces was a touchstone in the homefront struggle 
for equality—though its importance is often overlooked in contemporary histories of the civil rights 
movement. Drawing on a wide array of sources, from press reports and newspapers to organizational 
and presidential archives, historian Christine Knauer recounts the conflicts surrounding black military 
service and the fight for integration. Let Us Fight as Free Men shows that, even after their service to 
the nation in World War II, it took the persistent efforts of black soldiers, as well as civilian activists 
and government policy changes, to integrate the military. In response to unjust treatment during and 
immediately after the war, African Americans pushed for integration on the strength of their service 
despite the oppressive limitations they faced on the front and at home. Pressured by civil rights activists 
such as A. Philip Randolph, President Harry S. Truman passed an executive order that called for equal 
treatment in the military. Even so, integration took place haltingly and was realized only after the political 
and strategic realities of the Korean War forced the Army to allow black soldiers to fight alongside their 
white comrades. While the war pushed the civil rights struggle beyond national boundaries, it also 
revealed the persistence of racial discrimination and exposed the limits of interracial solidarity. Let Us 
Fight as Free Men reveals the heated debates about the meaning of military service, manhood, and 
civil rights strategies within the African American community and the United States as a whole.

The Encyclopedia of African American Military History



Weir's work (over 300 entries) is one of the most complete on the subject. Much more than a record 
of indviduals and units, it includes, among other topics, battles, forgotten and famous; injustices 
and heroes; legislation and regulation; accidents and deliberate acts; medals and mutinies....Highly 
recommended. --ChoiceAn outstanding accounting of African-American Military 'heroes' in history. As 
a retired African-American 4-Star General Officer, I was very pleased to read about the accounts of 
those to whom I owe much gratitude and thanks for paving the way ! I was even more pleased to 
read about so many that I knew nothing about previously . This 'Encyclopedia' is must reading in the 
reference libraries for all Americans! --General [USAF-retired] Lester L. Lyles...No military historian's 
library should be without this book. --C.D.B. Bryan, author of Friendly FireThis is a very important, 
carefully researched book, which fills the gaping hole in our understanding of the heroic role of African 
Americans in the military history of our country. Though they were denied their rights to freedom 
and equality by our nation, their courage and patriotism in protecting those rights was extraordinary. 
- Bruce A. Morrison, member of U.S. Congress, 1983-1991Although African American soldiers and 
sailors have fought in every U.S. war from the War of Independence to the War on Terrorism, their 
contributions are rarely and, at best, erratically recorded in encyclopedias of American military history. 
Most Americans would be hard-pressed to name even a few of the many heroic black servicemen, who 
have distinguished themselves in the annals of military history. While a public figure like Colin Powell 
is well known, and many people are now aware of the black regiment depicted in the movie Glory, 
few have heard of David Lamson. When he was close to sixty years old, this African American captain 
of a small local militia successfully routed British reinforcements near Concord at the beginning of 
the Revolutionary War. Even fewer know about the buffalo soldiers (as African American cavalry units 
were once called) who rescued Teddy Roosevelt and his Rough Riders in the famous battle of San 
Juan Hill during the Spanish American War. This book is teeming with essential information that has 
been overlooked in other references.William Weir's Encyclopedia of African American Military History 
is designed to provide long overdue recognition to the outstanding accomplishments of hundreds of 
African American servicemen. More than three hundred entries will not only delineate the achieve-
ments of individuals and military units, but will also highlight important, often forgotten battles, wars, 
legislation and policy, organizations and movements, and historical incidents.Thoroughly researched 
and historically accurate, with numerous illustrations, this comprehensive and substantive reference 
work is written to be accessible, engaging, and informative for all readers.William Weir (Guilford, CT), 
an army combat correspondent during the Korean War, is the author of Written with Lead: Legendary 
American Gunfights and Gunfighters and A Well Regulated Militia: The Battle over Gun Control, among 
other books.

The Black Officer Corps

The U.S. Armed Forces started integrating its services in 1948, and with that push, more African 
Americans started rising through the ranks to become officers, although the number of black officers 
has always been much lower than African Americans' total percentage in the military. Astonishingly, 
the experiences of these unknown reformers have largely gone unexamined and unreported, until now. 
The Black Officer Corps traces segments of the African American officers' experience from 1946-1973. 
From generals who served in the Pentagon and Vietnam, to enlisted servicemen and officers' wives, 
Isaac Hampton has conducted over seventy-five oral history interviews with African American officers. 
Through their voices, this book illuminates what they dealt with on a day to day basis, including cultural 
differences, racist attitudes, unfair promotion standards, the civil rights movement, Black Power, and 
the experience of being in ROTC at Historically Black Colleges. Hampton provides a nuanced study 
of the people whose service reshaped race relations in the U.S. Armed Forces, ending with how the 
military attempted to control racism with the creation of the Defense Race Relations Institute of 1971. 
The Black Officer Corps gives us a much fuller picture of the experience of black officers, and a place 
to start asking further questions.

Fighting for America

The African-American contribution to winning World War II has never been celebrated as profoundly 
as in Fighting for America. In this inspirational and uniquely personal tribute, the essential part played 
by black servicemen and -women in that cataclysmic conflict is brought home. Here are letters, 
photographs, oral histories, and rare documents, collected by historian Christopher Moore, the son 
of two black WWII veterans. Weaving his family history with that of his people and nation, Moore has 
created an unforgettable tapestry of sacrifice, fortitude, and courage. From the 1,800 black soldiers 
who landed at Normandy Beach on D-Day, and the legendary Tuskegee Airmen who won ninety-five 



Distinguished Flying Crosses, to the 761st Tank Battalion who, under General Patton, helped liberate 
Nazi death camps, the invaluable effort of black Americans to defend democracy is captured in word 
and image. Readers will be introduced to many unheralded heroes who helped America win the war, 
including Dorie Miller, the messman who manned a machine gun and downed four Japanese planes; 
Robert Brooks, the first American to die in armored battle; Lt. Jackie Robinson, the future baseball 
legend who faced court-martial for refusing to sit in the back of a military bus; an until now forgotten 
African-American philosopher who helped save many lives at a Japanese POW camp; even the author’s 
own parents: his mother, Kay, a WAC when she met his father, Bill, who was part of the celebrated Red 
Ball Express. Yet Fighting for America is more than a testimonial; it is also a troubling story of profound 
contradictions, of a country still in the throes of segregation, of a domestic battleground where arrests 
and riots occurred simultaneously with foreign service–and of how the war helped spotlight this disparity 
and galvanize the need for civil rights. Featuring a unique perspective on black soldiers, Fighting for 
America will move any reader: all who, like the author, owe their lives to those who served.

Harlem's Rattlers and the Great War

When on May 15, 1918 a French lieutenant warned Henry Johnson of the 369th to move back because 
of a possible enemy raid, Johnson reportedly replied: "I'm an American, and I never retreat." The story, 
even if apocryphal, captures the mythic status of the Harlem Rattlers, the African-American combat 
unit that grew out of the 15th New York National Guard, who were said to have never lost a man to 
capture or a foot of ground that had been taken. It also, in its insistence on American identity, points 
to a truth at the heart of this book--more than fighting to make the world safe for democracy, the black 
men of the 369th fought to convince America to live up to its democratic promise. It is this aspect of the 
storied regiment's history--its place within the larger movement of African Americans for full citizenship 
in the face of virulent racism--that Harlem's Rattlers and the Great War brings to the fore. With sweeping 
vision, historical precision, and unparalleled research, this book will stand as the definitive study of the 
369th. Though discussed in numerous histories and featured in popular culture (most famously the film 
Stormy Weather and the novel Jazz), the 369th has become more a matter of mythology than grounded, 
factually accurate history--a situation that authors Jeffrey T. Sammons and John H. Morrow, Jr. set out 
to right. Their book--which eschews the regiment's famous nickname, the "Harlem Hellfighters," a name 
never embraced by the unit itself--tells the full story of the self-proclaimed Harlem Rattlers. Combining 
the "fighting focus" of military history with the insights of social commentary, Harlem's Rattlers and 
the Great War reveals the centrality of military service and war to the quest for equality as it details 
the origins, evolution, combat exploits, and postwar struggles of the 369th. The authors take up the 
internal dynamics of the regiment as well as external pressures, paying particular attention to the 
environment created by the presence of both black and white officers in the unit. They also explore 
the role of women--in particular, the Women's Auxiliary of the 369th--as partners in the struggle for 
full citizenship. From its beginnings in the 15th New York National Guard through its training in the 
explosive atmosphere in the South, its singular performance in the French army during World War I, 
and the pathos of postwar adjustment--this book reveals as never before the details of the Harlem 
Rattlers' experience, the poignant history of some of its heroes, its place in the story of both World War 
I and the African American campaign for equality--and its full i



Black Soldiers in Blue

Inspired and informed by the latest research in African American, military, and social history, the 
fourteen original essays in this book tell the stories of the African American soldiers who fought for 
the Union cause. An introductory essay surveys the history of the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) from 
emancipation to the end of the Civil War. Seven essays focus on the role of the USCT in combat, 
chronicling the contributions of African Americans who fought at Port Hudson, Milliken's Bend, Olustee, 
Fort Pillow, Petersburg, Saltville, and Nashville. Other essays explore the recruitment of black troops in 
the Mississippi Valley; the U.S. Colored Cavalry; the military leadership of Colonels Thomas Higginson, 
James Montgomery, and Robert Shaw; African American chaplain Henry McNeal Turner; the black 
troops who occupied postwar Charleston; and the experiences of USCT veterans in postwar North 
Carolina. Collectively, these essays probe the broad military, political, and social significance of black 
soldiers' armed service, enriching our understanding of the Civil War and African American life during 
and after the conflict. The contributors are Anne J. Bailey, Arthur W. Bergeron Jr., John Cimprich, 
Lawrence Lee Hewitt, Richard Lowe, Thomas D. Mays, Michael T. Meier, Edwin S. Redkey, Richard 
Reid, William Glenn Robertson, John David Smith, Noah Andre Trudeau, Keith Wilson, and Robert J. 
Zalimas Jr.

Loyalty in Time of Trial

The little-known history of black soldiers and defense workers in the First World War, and what 
happened afterward: “Highly recommended.” —Choice In one of the few book-length treatments of the 
subject, historian Nina Mjagkij conveys the full range of the African American experience during the 
“Great War.” Prior to World War I, most African Americans did not challenge the racial status quo. But 
nearly 370,000 black soldiers served in the military during the war, and some 400,000 black civilians 
migrated from the rural South to the urban North for defense jobs. Following the war, emboldened by 
their military service and their support of the war on the home front, African Americans were determined 
to fight for equality—but struggled in the face of indifference and hostility in spite of their combat-veteran 
status. America would soon be forced to confront the impact of segregation and racism—beginning a 
long, dramatic reckoning that continues over a century later. “Painstakingly describes the frustration, 
sometimes anger, and frequent courage demonstrated by southern and northern African Americans in 
their attempts to include themselves in the national crusade of making the world safe for democracy . 
. . one of the most comprehensive treatments of the race issue in the early twentieth century that this 
reader has seen.” —Journal of Southern History

Freedom Struggles

For many of the 200,000 black soldiers sent to Europe with the American Expeditionary Forces in 
World War I, encounters with French civilians and colonial African troops led them to imagine a world 
beyond Jim Crow. They returned home to join activists working to make that world real. In narrating 
the efforts of African American soldiers and activists to gain full citizenship rights as recompense for 
military service, Adriane Lentz-Smith illuminates how World War I mobilized a generation. Black and 
white soldiers clashed as much with one another as they did with external enemies. Race wars within 
the military and riots across the United States demonstrated the lengths to which white Americans 
would go to protect a carefully constructed caste system. Inspired by Woodrow Wilson’s rhetoric of 
self-determination but battered by the harsh realities of segregation, African Americans fought their own 
“war for democracy,” from the rebellions of black draftees in French and American ports to the mutiny of 
Army Regulars in Houston, and from the lonely stances of stubborn individuals to organized national 
campaigns. African Americans abroad and at home reworked notions of nation and belonging, empire 
and diaspora, manhood and citizenship. By war’s end, they ceased trying to earn equal rights and 
resolved to demand them. This beautifully written book reclaims World War I as a critical moment in the 
freedom struggle and places African Americans at the crossroads of social, military, and international 
history.

Black Americans in Defense of Our Nation

Covers every war fought by the U.S. Includes: both men and women, black recipients of the medals 
of honor, black military role models, graduates of the military service academies, statistical factors on 
blacks in the military, black civilian workforce in the DoD, and much more. Encyclopedic! Over 200 
photos, including: General Colin L. Powell, Brig. Gen. Hazel W. Johnson, Gen. Roscoe Robinson, Jr., 



Brig. Gen. Marcelite J. Harris, Gen. Bernard P. Randolph, Astronaut Mae. C. Jemison, Lt. Col. Thomas 
L. Bain, Brig. Gen. Sherian G. Cadoria.

The White Man's Fight

"The American negroes are the only people in the history of the world. . . . that ever became free without 
any effort on their own." W. E. Woodward stated this in his biography of General Ulysses S. Grant. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth as will be seen in this history which will show that the African 
Americans fighting in the Civil War may have been the deciding factor in determining the outcome.

The History of the Black Soldier

The American Education system lacks a lot of information concerning African-American history. This 
leaves Whites and Blacks with the idea that Blacks have only been slaves in this country which leads 
to disillusionment in African Americans and misperceptions by other races. Mr. Ingram has taken the 
time to collect facts, that have rarely or never been heard, about the Black soldier and in doing so he 
offsets any belief that Blacks have never been dedicated to this country.

African Americans and the Pacific War, 1941–1945

In the patriotic aftermath of Pearl Harbor, African Americans demanded the right to play their part in 
the war against Japan. As they soon learned, however, the freedom for which the United States and its 
allies was fighting did not extend to African Americans. Focusing on African Americans' experiences 
across the Asia-Pacific theater during World War Two, this book examines the interplay between 
national identity, the racially segregated US military culture, and the possibilities of transnational 
racial advancement, as African Americans contemplated not just their own oppression but that of 
the colonized peoples of the Pacific region. In illuminating neglected aspects of African American 
history and of World War Two, this book deepens our understanding of the connections between the 
United States' role as an international power and the racial ideologies and practices that characterized 
American life during the mid-twentieth century.

Forgotten

The injustices of 1940s Jim Crow America are brought to life in this extraordinary blend of military and 
social history—a story that pays tribute to the valor of an all-black battalion whose crucial contributions 
at D-Day have gone unrecognized to this day. In the early hours of June 6, 1944, the 320th Barrage 
Balloon Battalion, a unit of African-American soldiers, landed on the beaches of France. Their orders 
were to man a curtain of armed balloons meant to deter enemy aircraft. One member of the 320th would 
be nominated for the Medal of Honor, an award he would never receive. The nation’s highest decoration 
was not given to black soldiers in World War II. Drawing on newly uncovered military records and dozens 
of original interviews with surviving members of the 320th and their families, Linda Hervieux tells the 
story of these heroic men charged with an extraordinary mission, whose contributions to one of the 
most celebrated events in modern history have been overlooked. Members of the 320th—Wilson Monk, 
a jack-of-all-trades from Atlantic City; Henry Parham, the son of sharecroppers from rural Virginia; 
William Dabney, an eager 17-year-old from Roanoke, Virginia; Samuel Mattison, a charming romantic 
from Columbus, Ohio—and thousands of other African Americans were sent abroad to fight for liberties 
denied them at home. In England and Europe, these soldiers discovered freedom they had not known 
in a homeland that treated them as second-class citizens—experiences they carried back to America, 
fueling the budding civil rights movement. In telling the story of the 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, 
Hervieux offers a vivid account of the tension between racial politics and national service in wartime 
America, and a moving narrative of human bravery and perseverance in the face of injustice.

Soul Soldiers

Even as African American men and women headed to Vietnam to fight for their country and show their 
patriotism, they faced racism in the ranks as did their families on the home front. This stunning book, 
which accompanies the exhibition, Soul Soldiers: African Americans and the Vietnam Era at the Senator 
John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center, looks at black life through the eyes of veterans during 
the civil rights era by bring together critical and cultural analysis, photography, memoir and oral histories 
that recall the horrors of war, the complexities of race and the duality of African American life in the 
1960s and ¡70s. With a foreword by Albert French, author of the goundbreaking memoir Patches of Fire, 



this book captures the spirit of the African American experience, highlighting the literary expression of 
Vietnam Vets and the groundswell of black culture and consciousness in this tumultuous time.

Blacks in the Military and Beyond

African Americans have long used the military for gaining legitimacy and the ultimate path to citizenship. 
Blacks in the Military and Beyond chronicles their tumultuous journey from slavery through the present, 
extending the history to significant factors in determining whether or not serving in the military has 
indeed advantaged Blacks.

Integrating the US Military

"Integrating the US Military is an edited collection that examines the US Army's role and place in 
progressive social change through the lens of the military experience of African Americans, women, 
and gays since World War II. By making this long overdue comparison, the editors argue this anthology 
demonstrates how the challenges launched against the racial, gender, and sexual status quo in the 
years after World War II transformed overarching ideas about power, citizenship, and America's role 
in the world. This anthology's major contribution is synthesizing recent scholarly work on the history 
of minorities and women in the US military. It does so by examining connections between GIs and 
civilian society in the context of ideologies of race, gender, and sexuality. Given the militarization of 
American society since World War II, revealing the links between these legally marginalized groups 
within the Armed Services is historically significant in its own right. At the same time, this comparison 
also sheds new light on a broad range of issues that affected civilian society, such as affirmative action, 
integration, marriage laws, and sexual harassment. Integrating the US Military is a book designed for 
college students, military professionals, policy makers, and general readers. Allowing readers to view 
the history of several civil rights movements within the Armed Forces will prompt them to rethink the 
way they understand the history of social movements. It will also help them to better understand the 
relationship between the military and American society. Finally, readers will gain a historical perspective 
on recent debates about the rights of gays in the military and the implications of deploying women in 
combat."--Provided by publisher.

The Hellfighters of Harlem

The author paints a lively portrait of the Hellfighters of Harlem--the Army's most celebrated all-black 
unit during World War I--chronicling their fierce struggle to be allowed to serve, their exploits in Europe, 
their influence on American culture, and their continuing contributions in World War II and in Iraq during 
the Gulf War. Reprint.

History of Negro Soldiers in the Spanish-American War, and Other Items of Interest

The following title is a non-fiction book covering the history of how African-Americans served as soldiers 
during the Spanish-American war. They saw it as a way to advance the cause of equality, service to 
the country, hopefully helping to gain political and public respect amongst the wider population. They 
served in various military branches and had their own regiments, and those who served in the Army 
were said to have gained prestige from their wartime performance. This book was written by Edward A. 
Johnson, an attorney who became the first African-American member of the New York state legislature.

Right to Fight

In June of 1942, the United States Marine Corps began admitting black recruits for the first time since 
the American Revolution. Right to Fight is snapshot of their journey.

The History of African-Americans in the Military

Designed as a small, easily read text for undergraduates, this book deals with the black soldier, from the 
use of slaves in the military units of the Spanish Conquistadores and the English and Dutch colonists 
in the seventeenth century, to the induction of General Colin Powell as head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in the fall of 1989. The work focuses on a number of themes including the irony of the black soldier 
fighting for the American concepts of freedom and liberty on the field of battle and not free himself 
from the racial abuses of the American social system. Intended as a supplemental reading, this book 
is ideal for military history courses, black history courses, or even United States survey courses.



The Double V

Executive Order 9981, issued by President Harry Truman on July 26, 1948, desegregated all branches 
of the United States military by decree. EO 9981 is often portrayed as a heroic and unexpected move 
by Truman. But in reality, Truman's history-making order was the culmination of more than 150 years 
of legal, political, and moral struggle. ?Beginning with the Revolutionary War, African Americans had 
used military service to do their patriotic duty and to advance the cause of civil rights. The fight for a 
desegregated military was truly a long war-decades of protest and labor highlighted by bravery on the 
fields of France, in the skies over Germany, and in the face of deep-seated racism on the military bases 
at home. Today, the military is one of the most truly diverse institutions in America. ?In The Double V, 
Rawn James, Jr.the son and grandson of African American veteransexpertly narrates the remarkable 
history of how the strugge for equality in the military helped give rise to their fight for equality in civilian 
society. Taking the reader from Crispus Attucks to President Barack Obama, The Double V illuminates 
the African American military tradition as a metaphor for their unique and dynamic role in American 
history.

Integration of the Armed Forces, 1940-1965

CMH Pub 50-1-1. Defense Studies Series. Discusses the evolution of the services' racial policies and 
practices between World War II and 1965 during the period when black servicemen and women were 
integrated into the Nation's military units.

Fighting for Hope

Integrating social history and civil rights movement studies, Fighting for Hope examines the ways in 
which political meaning and identity were reflected in the aspirations of these black GIs and their role 
in transforming the face of America.

African Americans at War [2 Volumes]

A fascinating chronicle of the endeavors of African Americans who fought for their country: this book 
recounts their stories, their bravery, and their contributions. African Americans at War puts a human face 
on this neglected area of history. From pre-Revolutionary fighting against the French to cutting-edge 
combat against Saddam Hussein, these A-Z volumes underscore significant military contributions from 
African Americans. The two volumes provide comprehensive coverage of aspects including important 
historical figures; key battles, legislation, and rulings; honors awarded; regiments, formations, and 
squadrons; and significant places. Individuals portrayed include celebrated Revolutionary hero Crispus 
Attucks and Lieutenant Vernon J. Baker, who led his platoon in a near suicidal attack on German 
positions in 1945. Often marginalized in support functions and frequently given suicidal missions, 
African Americans have served with distinction and honor in all U.S. conflicts. Their stories, endeavors, 
and bravery are now chronicled in one accessible resource. This set investigates each war, the interwar 
years, integration periods, and acceptance of African American men and women on the military team. 
This is a fascinating compendium spanning all U.S. history. 250+ A-Z entries on the individuals, 
themes, and concepts surrounding African American military efforts Substantial chronology of black 
contributions to the military, from Colonial America to the present Listing of websites with historical 
significance for African Americans in the military Over 100 illustrations Thematic bibliography

American Military History: The United States Army and the forging of a nation, 1775-1917

OC Clearly focused on exploring the alternative notions of racial manhood which African American 
servicemen developed during the Black Power era, The BrothersOCO Vietnam War is a welcome 
addition to the surprisingly small body of scholarly literature on the black experience in Vietnam."

African Americans in the Spanish Civil War

World War II was crucial in the development of the emerging Civil Rights movement, whether through 
the economic and social impact of the war, or through demands for equality in the military. This period 
was characterized by an intense transformation of black hopes and expectations, encouraged by real 
socio-economic shifts and departures in federal policy. During the war, black self consciousness found 
powerful expression in new movements such as the "Double V" campaign that linked the fight for 
democracy at home for the fight for democracy abroad.



The Brothers' Vietnam War

The African American Experience during World War II
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