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Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu, the celebrated Irish master of Gothic horror, frequently explored themes of
psychological entrapment and inescapable fate within his chilling narratives, evocative of a definitive
"checkmate." His captivating prose and unsettling supernatural tales often culminate in a final, decisive
outcome for his characters, making his Victorian ghost stories timeless examples of literary suspense
and an enduring influence on the genre.
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