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Explore the haunting narrative of Naomi Ragen's 'The Ghost of Hannah Mendes," a captivating Jewish
historical fiction novel. This gripping ghost story unravels a profound mystery, blending elements of the
past and present as characters confront ancient secrets and enduring legacies, making it a compelling
read for fans of Ragen's work and spiritual dramas.

Readers can access thousands of original articles written by verified authors.

Thank you for accessing our website.
We have prepared the document Naomi Ragen Hannah Mendes just for you.
You are welcome to download it for free anytime.

The authenticity of this document is guaranteed.
We only present original content that can be trusted.
This is part of our commitment to our visitors.

We hope you find this document truly valuable.
Please come back for more resources in the future.
Once again, thank you for your visit.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Naomi Ragen Hannah Mendes, available at no cost.

The Ghost of Hannah Mendes

The ghost of a real-life historical figure helps elderly Catherine da Costa convince her granddaughters
to travel across Europe with her and helps them find a link between past and present by leaving
mysterious journal entries along their travel route.

The Ghost of Hannah Mendes

The ghost of a real-life historical figure helps elderly Catherine da Costa convince her granddaughters
to travel across Europe with her and helps them find a link between past and present by leaving
mysterious journal entries along their travel route. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.

The Ghost of Hannah Mendes

A novel for secondary school English classes with great writing and important themes.

The ghost of Hanna Mendes

From Publishers WeeklyRagen, an American writer who's lived in Israel for more than 30 years, blends
tragedies of the past with headline news of today in her gripping, emotionally charged sixth novel.

It's 2002, and the Margulies family?oncologist Jonathan; his pregnant, American-born wife, Elise; and
their daughter, llana?are contentedly living in a Jerusalem settlement, until one day, on their way
home, Jonathan and llana are kidnapped by Hamas. Elise's frantic call to her Bubbee Leah in Brooklyn
reunites four women?now grandmas and great-grandmas?who, as girls, made the titular covenant: if
they survived Auschwitz, they would become "one person, risking everything, giving everything, to help
each other live in happiness all the days of our lives." Leah gathers up fellow New Yorker Esther, now
a cosmetics millionaire; Paris nightclub owner Ariana; and Polish political activist Maria to help find the
kidnap victims. It's a race against time, as the women wield their considerable influence and the Israeli
army desperately tries to intercede with the kidnappers before the captives are killed. Ragen weaves
in deeper, more serious undertones than the thriller plot suggests, touching on the stubborn pride and
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the serious purpose that keeps Israelis fighting (or, in some cases, not fighting) for their fragile country,
"the land that God promised to the Jewish people in his Covenant to Abraham.” Copyright ? Reed
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

The Covenant

Beautiful, fragile Dina Reich, a young woman in Jerusalem's ultra-Orthodox haredi enclave, stands
accused of the community's most unforgivable sin: adultery. Raised with her sisters to be an obedient
daughter and a dutiful wife, Dina secretly yearned for the knowledge, romance, and excitement that
she knew her circumscribed life would never satisfy. When her first romance is tragically thwarted, she
willingly enters into an arranged marriage with a loving but painfully quiet man. Dina's deeply repressed
passions become impossible to ignore, finding a dangerous outlet in a sudden and intense obsession
with a married man, with terrible consequences. Exiled to New York City, Dina meets Joan, a modern
secular woman who challenges all she knows of the world and herself. Set against the exotic backdrop
of Jerusalem's glistening white stones and ancient rituals, Sotah is a contemporary story of the struggle
to reconcile tradition with freedom, and faith with love.

Sotah

When she discovers the truth about her Aunt Rose, who, in the 1950s, committed an unforgivable act,
Rivka, growing up in a strict ultra-Orthodox family, sets off on a dangerous adventure to find her, which
sets in motion a chain of events that stirs up the ghosts of the past and alters the future. 50,000 first
printing.

The Sisters Weiss

Two brothers are admitted to Jerusalem's Hadassah Hospital with horrific injuries. Their mother, a
young American, devoutly recites Pslams at the bedside, refusing to answer any questions. Brought
in to investigate, Detective Bina Tzedek follows a winding path that takes her through Jerusalem's Old
City, kabbalists, mystical ancient texts, and terrifying cult rituals, until she finally uncovers the shocking
truth. From internationally bestselling author Naomi Ragen, THE DEVIL IN JERUSALEM is a chilling
tale of the paths that so easily lead us astray, and the darkness within us all.

The Devil in Jerusalem

An Unorthodox Match is a powerful and moving novel of faith, love, and acceptance, from author
Naomi Ragen, the international bestselling author of The Devil in Jerusalem. California girl Lola has her
life all set up: business degree, handsome fiancé, fast track career, when suddenly, without warning,
everything tragically implodes. After years fruitlessly searching for love, marriage, and children, she
decides to take the radical step of seeking spirituality and meaning far outside the parameters of
modern life in the insular, ultraorthodox enclave of Boro Park, Brooklyn. There, fate brings her to the
dysfunctional home of newly-widowed Jacob, a devout Torah scholar, whose life is also in turmoil, and
whose small children are aching for the kindness of a womanly touch. While her mother direly predicts
she is ruining her life, enslaving herself to a community that is a misogynistic religious cult, Lola’s heart
tells her something far more complicated. But it is the shocking and unexpected messages of her new
community itself which will finally force her into a deeper understanding of the real choices she now
faces and which will ultimately decide her fate.

An Unorthodox Match

Setin the 1950's in New York City, this is a portrait of a Jewish-American family that glows with affection,
tenderness, and courage when tragedy changes the lives of all who are left behind.

Chains Around the Grass

Naomi Ragen's first play, which premiered in July 2002 at Habima National Theater in Tel Aviv. It is
based on a true story: a Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) woman, wife of a rabbi, mother of 12, leaves her home
and stays with a friend. The community's "modesty squad" tries in vain to force her to go back. Her
friend is physically attacked, her arm and leg broken. The rabbi's wife is punished: she is cut off from
her children, against her will.

Women's Minyan



The pampered daughter of a wealthy Hasidic businessman, Batsheva Ha-Levi grows up in the affluent
suburbs of Los Angeles. But everything changes when she turns eighteen and finds that her loving
father has made a secret vow which will shatter her life, forcing her to marry a man she hardly knows
and sending her to the exotic, golden city of Jerusalem. On her wedding day, she enters a strange
and foreign world steeped in tradition and surrounded by myth. Shackled by ancient rules, she soon
understands that to survive she will have no choice but to fight for her freedom, to reconcile her own
need to live in the modern world with her ancestral obligations, and to choose between the three men
who vie for her body, her soul, and her love. Now a classic listed among the one hundred most important
Jewish books of all time*, Jephte's Daughter is bestselling author Naomi Ragen's beloved first novel.
With poignancy and insight, it takes readers on a groundbreaking and unforgettable journey inside
the hidden world of women in the ultra-Orthodox Jewish community. *100 Essential Books For Jewish
Readers, Rabbi Daniel B. Sync and Lindy Frenkel Kanter

Jephte's Daughter

Tamar Finegold is twenty-one years old, the happy, beautiful bride of a rising young Rabbi in one of
Brooklyn's insulated, ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities. Having married the man of her dreams and
taken her place as a wife—and hopefully soon-to-be mother—in her community, Tamar feels as though
the world is at her feet. But her secure, predictable existence is brought to an abrupt end when she is
raped by an intruder. Fearing the unbearable stigma and threat to her marriage that could result from
telling the truth, Tamar makes a fateful decision that changes her life forever. Her feeling that she did
the only thing she could under the circumstances explodes when years later a shocking, undreamed
of turn of events finally forces her to confront her past, once and for all

The Sacrifice of Tamar

The closed, secret world of matchmaking in contemporary Israel provides the titillating pivot for a story
of uncommon proportions. In Ruchama King's skillful hands, Seven Blessings maps out the complicated
lives of five expatriate women and men whose search for a soul mate, in many ways, mirrors their search
for God. At the center of this fascinating novel is Beth, who at age thirty-nine longs to be married but
despairs she ever will be. When she finally meets the man of her dreams, he has what she believes to
be an insurmountable flaw. Can she overcome her repugnance in order to forge a new life? Binyamin,
a talented painter and student, lacks the humility to identify a worthy wife. He strains the matchmakers'
patience until his search for perfect love finally becomes ridiculous, even to himself. Tsippi and Judith,
the matchmakers, are stumbling themselves, with marriages that need propping up. In this land of
miracles, seeking the right match, whether between singles, husband and wife, student and teacher, or
man and God, becomes a quest that opens the Bible to us in a new way. Rich characters, an intriguing
setting, writing that offers unique nuances, and ultimately a story that keeps you turning the pages all
combine to introduce a remarkable newcomer. Seven Blessings redefines the Jewish experience, with
a story that will ring with truth for anyone who's ever considered getting married.

Seven Blessings

With more than half a million copies of her novels sold, Naomi Ragen has connected with the hearts
of readers as well as reviewers who have met her work with unanimous praise. In The Saturday Wife,
Ragen utilizes her fluid writing style--rich with charm and detail--to break new ground as she harnesses
satire to expose a world filled with contradiction. Beautiful, blonde, materialistc Delilah Levy steps into
a life she could have never imagined when in a moment of panic she decides to marry a sincere
Rabbinical student. But the reality of becoming a paragon of virtue for a demanding and hypocritical
congregation leads sexy Delilah into a vortex of shocking choices which spiral out of control into a
catastrophe which is as sadly believeable as it is wildly amusing. Told with immense warmth, fascinating
insight, and wicked humor, The Saturday Wife depicts the pitched and often losing battle of all of us as
we struggle to hold on to our faith and our values amid the often delicious temptations of the modern
world.



The Saturday Wife

Follows the growing friendship between fifty-nine-year-old Kathleen, recently diagnosed with breast
cancer, and the slightly younger Joyce, increasingly distant from her teenage daughter and struggling
to write a second novel.

Good Harbor

Benjamin Frankiln’s Bastard by Sally Cabot is an absorbing and compelling work of literary historical
fiction that brings to life a little-known chapter of the American Revolution — the story of Benjamin
Franklin and his bastard son, and the women who loved them both. William Franklin, the son of
Benjamin and his favorite mistress, Anne, is raised by Deborah, Benjamin’s wife. A steadfast loyalist,
he and his father cannot reconcile their wildly disparate views, causing a rift in the bond both thought
unbreakable. Fascinating and heartbreaking, Benjamin Franklin’s Bastard is a gripping tale of family,
love, and war, set against one of America’s most fascinating periods of history.

Benjamin Franklin's Bastard

"What ardent, dazzling souls emerge from these American missionaries in China.. .. A beautiful, searing
book that leaves an indelible presence in the mind." —Patricia Hampl, author of The Florist's Daughter
Will Kiehn is seemingly destined for life as a humble farmer in the Midwest when, having felt a call from
God, he travels to the vast North China Plain in the early twentieth-century. There he is surprised by love
and weds a strong and determined fellow missionary, Katherine. They soon find themselves witnesses
to the crumbling of a more than two-thousand-year-old dynasty that plunges the country into decades
of civil war. As the couple works to improve the lives of the people of Kuang P'ing Ch'eng— City of
Tranquil Light, a place they come to love—and face incredible hardship, will their faith and relationship
be enough to sustain them? Told through Will and Katherine's alternating viewpoints—and inspired by
the lives of the author's maternal grandparents—City of Tranquil Light is a tender and elegiac portrait
of a young marriage set against the backdrop of the shifting face of a beautiful but torn nation. A deeply
spiritual book, it shows how those who work to teach others often have the most to learn, and is further
evidence that Bo Caldwell writes "vividly and with great historical perspective" (San Jose Mercury
News).

A Woman Under Suspicion

In this rich and compassionate novel, An Observant Wife, Naomi Ragen continues the love story
between newly observant California-girl Leah and ultra-Orthodox widower Yaakov from An Unorthodox
Match. From the joy of their wedding day surrounded by supportive friends and family, Yaakov and
Leah are soon plunged into the complex reality of their new lives together as Yaakov leaves his beloved
yeshiva to work in the city, and Leah confronts the often agonizing restrictions imposed by religious
laws governing even the most intimate moments of their married lives. Adding to their difficulties is the
hostility of some in the community who continue to view Leah as a dangerous interloper, questioning
her sincerity and adherence to religious laws and spreading outrageous rumors. In the midst of their
heartfelt attempts to reach a balance between their human needs and their spiritual obligations, the
discovery of a secret, forbidden relationship between troubled teenage daughter Shaindele and a local
boy precipitates a maelstrom of life-changing consequences for all.

City of Tranquil Light

Following an extraordinary cast of characters, American, British and Indian, and their loved ones on
both sides of this violent conflict, Jimmy Carter brings to life the Revolutionary War as it was fought

in the Deep South. At the heart of the story is Ethan Pratt, a farmer in Georgia who is drawn into the
war after not only his brother and his best friend are killed, but also his son. This powerful and moving
personal tale forms the centre of a glorious novel that paints a vivid and resonant picture of desperate
warfare, ever-shifting allegiances, the massacre of innocents, and increasing political dissent. With its
moving love story, vivid action and the suspense of a war fought with increasing ferocity and stealth,
THE HORNET'S NEST is historical fiction at its very best.

An Observant Wife
Unique Sephardic-themed board book featuring a Judeo-Spanish family celebrating Shabbat

The Hornet's Nest



Anglophone Israeli Literature comprises a loose community of more than 500 authors and it has
co-existed with the Hebrew writing tradition in Israel since the 1970s. Consisting mainly of immigrants
from Anglophone countries, Anglophone Israeli Literature is characterized by a search for personal
and poetic identity in a highly transcultural environment, challenging settled identities and opting
instead for flexibility, flux and inclusion. The present volume considers Anglophone Israeli Literature

a a phenomenon in its critical, social and historical aspects on the one hand and explores the
specific mechanisms of constructing and representing poetic identity on the other hand. The book
analyzes three pivotal elements of identity: language, geography and place, and political and emotional
self-positioning towards the Other.

Buen Shabat, Shabbat Shalom

This book is a collection of letters from a religious Jew in Israel to a Christian friend in Barcelona
on life as an Orthodox Jew. Equal parts lighthearted and insightful, it's a thorough and entertaining
introduction to the basic concepts of Judaism.

Roots in the Air

When life is at its best, the unimaginable can shatter everything you think you know... Abigail Samuels
has no reason to feel anything but joy on the morning her life falls apart. The epitome of the successful
Jewish American woman, she is married to a well-known and respected accountant and is in the middle
of planning her daughter Kayla's wedding. Kayla, too, wakes up that morning with the world in the palm
of her hand. Having lived the charmed life of a well-loved child from a happy family, she is a bright, pretty
Harvard law student who has never really questioned the path she found herself on. With a shocking
suddenness, all that is smashed to pieces in ways they could never have dreamed. When a heartbroken
Kayla runs away to a desert commune run by a charismatic mystic, Abigail rushes to save her, only to
find that there is nothing more whole than a broken heart.

Letters to Josep

A celebrity chef shows her friends and family the joy of fulfilment and manages to spice up her own
life at the same time.

The Tenth Song

This is a comprehensive sourcebook on the world’s most famous vampire, with more than 700 cita-
tions of domestic and international Dracula films, television programs, documentaries, adult features,
animated works, and video games, as well as nearly a thousand comic books and stage adaptations.
While they vary in length, significance, quality, genre, moral character, country, and format, each of the
cited works adopts some form of Bram Stoker’s original creation, and Dracula himself, or a recognizable
vampiric semblance of Dracula, appears in each. The book includes contributions from Dacre Stoker,
David J. Skal, Laura Helen Marks, Dodd Alley, Mitch Frye, lan Holt, Robert Eighteen-Bisang, and J.
Gordon Melton.

Comfort Food

To Have and Have Not is the dramatic, brutal story of Harry Morgan, an honest boat owner who is
forced into running contraband between Cuba and Key West as a means of keeping his crumbling
family financially afloat. His adventures lead him into the world of the wealthy and dissipated yachtsmen
who swarm the region, and involve him in a strange and unlikely love affair. In this harshly realistic, yet
oddly tender and wise novel, Hemingway perceptively delineates the personal struggles of both the
“haves” and the “have nots” and creates one of the most subtle and moving portraits of a love affair in
his oeuvre. In turn funny and tragic, lively and poetic, remarkable in its emotional impact, To Have and
Have Not takes literary high adventure to a new level. As the Times Literary Supplement observed,
“Hemingway's gift for dialogue, for effective understatement, and for communicating such emotions the
tough allow themselves, has never been more conspicuous.”

Dracula in Visual Media

Given to the temple of Atargatis as a child, Delilah is raised to be a priestess to the Five Cities that rule
Canaan. She grows up under the watchful eyes of high priestess Derceto, who sees her as a valuable
pawn in her political agenda. Meanwhile, in the hills of Canaan, the Israelites choose Samson to lead



their fight against the Five Cities. When he catches a glimpse of Delilah, he risks his freedom to marry
her, and Derceto seizes the chance to have Samson at her mercy. Caught between the two, Delilah is
forced to question her own heart. An inventive retelling of an ancient story, Delilah is a tale of political
turmoil, betrayal, passionate friendship, and forbidden love.

To Have and Have Not

In My Mother's House is a beautiful, haunting, and expertly told novel about a daughter's obsession to
understand her mother's commitment to silence about their family's experiences during WWII Vienna.
The story of Elizabeth and her mother Jenny is remarkable for its fullness of details: the pieces of
family silver the grandmother mails to Jenny, piece by piece, over the years; Jenny's vivid memories
of her uncle's viola d'amore lessons; the smell of the wood floors in the family's Vienna home. It's an
emotional story of what is inherited from one generation to the next.

Delilah

The author turns her own family history into the story of five women, Polish Jews living in a ghetto
outside Warsaw before the cataclysm of World War 1.

In My Mother's House

Not Me is a remarkable debut novel that tells the dramatic and surprising stories of two men—father and
son—-through sixty years of uncertain memory, distorted history, and assumed identity. When Heshel
Rosenheim, apparently suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, hands his son, Michael, a box of moldy
old journals, an amazing adventure begins—one that takes the reader from the concentration camps of
Poland to an improbable love story during the battle for Palestine, from a cancer ward in New Jersey
to a hopeless marriage in San Francisco. The journals, which seem to tell the story of Heshel’s life,
are so harrowing, so riveting, so passionate, and so perplexing that Michael becomes obsessed with
discovering the truth about his father. As Michael struggles to come to grips with his father’s elusive
past, a world of complex and disturbing possibilities opens up to him—a world in which an accomplice
to genocide may have turned into a virtuous Jew and a young man cannot recall murdering the
person he loves most; a world in which truth is fiction and fiction is truth and one man'’s terrible—or
triumphant—transformation calls history itself into question. Michael must then solve the biggest riddle
of all: Who am I?Intense, vivid, funny, and entirely original, Not Me is an unsparing and unforgettable
examination of faith, history, identity, and love.

The Greyhound Stud Book

In this “slyly subversive, semi-autobiographical” novel “of Arab Israeli life,” a Palestinian man struggles
against the strict confines of identity (Publishers Weekly). In Sayed Kashua’s debut novel, a nameless
anti-hero contends with the legacy of a grandfather who died fighting the Zionists in 1948, and a father
who was jailed for blowing up a school cafeteria in the name of freedom. When the narrator is granted
a scholarship to an elite Jewish boarding school, his family rejoices, dreaming that he will grow up to
be the first Arab to build an atom bomb. But to their dismay, he turns out to be a coward devoid of any
national pride; his only ambition is to fit in with his Jewish peers who reject him. He changes his clothes,
his accent, his eating habits, and becomes an expert at faking identities, sliding between different
cultures, schools, and languages, and eventually a Jewish lover and an Arab wife. With refreshing
candor and self-deprecating wit, Dancing Arabs is a “chilling, convincing tale” of one man’s struggle to
disentangle his personal and national identities, only to tragically and inevitably forfeit both (Publishers
Weekly). “Rings out on every page with a compelling sense of human truth” —Kirkus Reviews “Despite
its dark prognosis, there is a lightness and dry humor that lifts it with the kind of wings its protagonist
once hoped for.” —Booklist

The River Midnight

Marco Armiero is Senior Researcher at the Italian National Research Council and Marie Curie Fellow at
the Institute of Environmental Sciences and Technologies, Universitat Aut(homa de Barcelona. He has
published extensively on-Italian environmental history and edited Views from the South: Environmental
Stories from the Mediterranean World. --

Not Me



Now a major motion picture from award—winning director Eran Kolirin: A “disturbing and powerfully
accomplished novel” of conflicting allegiances among Arab Israelis from the acclaimed author of
Dancing Arabs (The Guardian). A young Arab journalist returns to his hometown—an Arab village in
Israel’s borderland near the West Bank. There, his conflicted sense of belonging is forced into crisis
when the village becomes a pawn in the endless power struggle that is the Middle East. Hoping to
reclaim the simplicity of life among his kin, the prodigal son returns home to find that nothing is as he
remembers: everything is smaller, the people are petty and provincial. But when Israeli tanks surround
the village without warning or explanation, everyone inside is cut off from the outside world. As the
situation grows increasingly dire, paranoia takes hold and the village community devolves into chaos. In
Let It Be Morning, Arab Israeli author Sayed Kashua once again “relates the experience of those caught
in the middle, the Arab-Israelis who are citizens but are separated from many of their countrymen by
faith and heritage” (School Library Journal). “Kashua . . . writes about the Israeli Arabs’ balancing act
with knowledge and passion.” —Publishers Weekly

Growing with My Children

It's the 1960s in Jacksonville, Florida (where the sixties are still the fifties). Some of America's last
sweet moments of innocence are unfolding out on the coastal highway at the Flamingo, the largest
drive-in movie theatre in the world. Its owner, Southern patriarch Hubert Lee, possesses a fervour
matching the size of the Great White Wall of the Flamingo's gigantic screen tower, where John Wayne
or Audrey Hepburn or invading body-snatchers flicker nightly. Hubert's unforgiving ego meets its match
in Turner West, who owns the funeral home next door and wants to build a cemetery on land staked
by his gleefully stubborn neighbour. So when Hubert's teenage son Abe develops his first adolescent
crush, it makes devilish sense that the object of his affections should be Grace, Turner's only daughter
and the apple of his eye. At once funny and heart-breaking, THE FLAMINGO RISING is a novel full of
tenderness and insight about the power of love, the need for faith and the persistence of memory.

Dancing Arabs

#1 New York Times bestseller with more than 11 million copies sold! When 4-year-old Colton Burpo
emerges from life-saving surgery with remarkable stories of his visit to heaven, his family doesn’t know
what to believe. Heaven is For Real details what Colton saw and his family’s journey towards accepting
their young son had visited the afterlife. “Do you remember the hospital, Colton?” Sonja said. “Yes,
mommy, | remember,” he said. “That's where the angels sang to me.” Colton told his parents he left his
body during an emergency surgery—and proved that claim by describing exactly what his parents were
doing in another part of the hospital during his operation. He talked of visiting heaven and described
events that happened before he was born and how he spoke with family members he’'d never met.
Colton also astonished his parents with descriptions and obscure details about heaven that matched
the Bible exactly, even though he had not yet learned to read. With disarming innocence and the
plainspoken boldness of a child, Colton recounts his visit to heaven, describing: Meeting long-departed
family members Jesus, the angels, how “really, really big” God is, and how much God loves us How
Jesus called Todd, Colton’s father, to be a pastor The Battle of Armageddon Retold by his father, but
using Colton’s uniquely simple words, Heaven Is for Real offers a glimpse of the world that awaits

us, where as Colton says, “Nobody is old and nobody wears glasses.” Heaven Is for Real will forever
change the way you think of eternity, offering the chance to see, and believe, like a child. Praise for
Heaven is for Real: “A beautifully written glimpse into heaven that will encourage those who doubt and
thrill those who believe.” —Ron Hall, coauthor of Same Kind of Different as Me

Nature and History in Modern Italy

For too long, Jews have defined themselves in light of the bad things that have happened to them. And
it is true that, many times in the course of history, they have been nearly decimated: when the First
and Second Temples were destroyed, when the Jews were expelled from Spain, when Hitler proposed
his Final Solution. Astoundingly, the Jewish people have survived catastrophe after catastrophe and
remained a thriving and vibrant community. The question Rabbi Jonathan Sacks asks is, quite simply:
How? How, in the face of such adversity, has Judaism remained and flourished, making a mark on
human history out of all proportion to its numbers? Written originally as a wedding gift to his son and
daughter-in-law, A Letter in the Scroll is Rabbi Sacks's personal answer to that question, a testimony
to the enduring strength of his religion. Tracing the revolutionary series of philosophical and theological
ideas that Judaism created -- from covenant to sabbath to formal education -- and showing us how



they remain compellingly relevant in our time, Sacks portrays Jewish identity as an honor as well as a
duty. The Ba'al Shem Tov, an eighteenth-century rabbi and founder of the Hasidic movement, famously
noted that the Jewish people are like a living Torah scroll, and every individual Jew is a letter within it. If
a single letter is damaged or missing or incorrectly drawn, a Torah scroll is considered invalid. So too,
in Judaism, each individual is considered a crucial part of the people, without whom the entire religion
would suffer. Rabbi Sacks uses this metaphor to make a passionate argument in favor of affiliation and
practice in our secular times, and invites us to engage in our dynamic and inclusive tradition. Never has
a book more eloquently expressed the joys of being a Jew. This is the story of one man's hope for the
future -- a future in which the next generation, his children and ours, will happily embrace the beauty

of the world's oldest religion.

Let It Be Morning
The Flamingo Rising
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