
property tax, tax revolt, American politics, political transformation, tax reform history

the permanent tax revolt how the property tax trans-
formed american politics

#property tax #tax revolt #American politics #political transformation #tax reform history 

Explore the profound impact of the permanent tax revolt, a pivotal movement demonstrating how the 
property tax fundamentally transformed the landscape of American politics. This analysis delves into 
the historical context and enduring consequences, revealing how this specific fiscal issue reshaped 
political discourse, policy-making, and voter behavior across the nation.
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The Permanent Tax Revolt

Tax cuts are such a pervasive feature of the American political landscape that the political establishment 
rarely questions them. Since 2001, Congress has abolished the tax on inherited wealth and passed a 
major income tax cut every year, including two of the three largest income tax cuts in American history 
despite a long drawn-out war and massive budget deficits. The Permanent Tax Revolt traces the origins 
of this anti-tax campaign to the 1970s, in particular, to the influence of grassroots tax rebellions as 
homeowners across the United States rallied to protest their local property taxes. Isaac William Martin 
advances the provocative new argument that the property tax revolt was not a conservative backlash 
against big government, but instead a defensive movement for government protection from the market. 
The tax privilege that the tax rebels were defending was in fact one of the largest government social 
programs in the postwar era. While the movement to defend homeowners' tax breaks drew much 
of its inspiration—and many of its early leaders—from the progressive movement for welfare rights, 
politicians on both sides of the aisle quickly learned that supporting big tax cuts was good politics. 
In time, American political institutions and the strategic choices made by the protesters ultimately 
channeled the movement toward the kind of tax relief favored by the political right, with dramatic 
consequences for American politics today.

Rich People's Movements

On tax day, April 15, 2010, hundreds of thousands of Americans took to the streets with signs 
demanding lower taxes on the richest one percent. But why? Rich people have plenty of political 
influence. Why would they need to publicly demonstrate for lower taxes-and why would anyone who 
wasn't rich join the protest on their behalf? Isaac William Martin shows that such protests long predate 
the Tea Party of our own time. Ever since the Sixteenth Amendment introduced a Federal income tax in 
1913, rich Americans have protested new public policies that they thought would threaten their wealth. 
But while historians have taught us much about the conservative social movements that reshaped the 
Republican Party in the late 20th century, the story of protest movements explicitly designed to benefit 
the wealthy is still little known. Rich People's Movements is the first book to tell that story, tracking 
a series of protest movements that arose to challenge an expanding welfare state and progressive 
taxation. Drawing from a mix of anti-progressive ideas, the leaders of these movements organized 
scattered local constituencies into effective campaigns in the 1920s, 1950s, 1980s, and our own era. 
Martin shows how protesters on behalf of the rich appropriated the tactics used by the Left-from the 
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Populists and Progressives of the early twentieth century to the feminists and anti-war activists of 
the 1950s and 1960s. He explores why the wealthy sometimes cut secret back-room deals and at 
other times protest in the public square. He also explains why people who are not rich have so often 
rallied to their cause. For anyone wanting to understand the anti-tax activists of today, including notable 
defenders of wealth inequality like the Koch brothers, the historical account in Rich People's Movements 
is an essential guide.

Tax Revolt

A tax revolt almost as momentous as the Boston Tea Party erupted in California in 1978. Its reverber-
ations are still being felt, yet no one is quite sure what general lessons can be drawn from observing 
its course. this book is an in-depth study of this most recent and notable taxpayer's rebellion: Howard 
Jarvis and Proposition 13, the Gann measure of 1979, and Proposition (Jarvis II) of 1980.

The Ambivalent Legacy of California Proposition

Bachelor Thesis from the year 2011 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, 
grade: 1,3, Free University of Berlin (John-F.-Kennedy-Institut für Nordamerikastudien), language: 
English, abstract: The objective of this work is to bring together findings from different research fields 
and organize them in a way that helps to detect the ambivalent legacy of Proposition 13 three decades 
after its ballot success. Since this initiative is such a buzzword in politics, the media, and academia, 
I will show why Proposition 13 has been both the darling of California citizens and the scapegoat for 
everything that has presumably gone wrong in the state. With this objective, it is not sufficient to solely 
focus on the changed fiscal structure of local governments or the role of Howard Jarvis as 'the small 
people's hero.' Therefore, I will extract Proposition 13's main aspects that have formed its lasting legacy. 
I will do so by presenting my findings in three parts: The first part will focus on the initiative's 1978 ballot 
success and causes as well as its sponsors and opponents. I will show that the voters' motivation to 
overwhelmingly approve Proposition 13 was not a sign of sharply reversed attitudes toward government 
and public services, but was rather based on two essential aspects: voters requested an immediate, 
substantial, and permanent property tax relief and wanted to send a strong message to their inactive 
and unresponsive government through the power of the initiative process. The second part will analyze 
the proposition's (unanticipated) impacts on the state and local governments and California citizens 
- with regard to fiscal, socioeconomic, and political impacts. Among other aspects, I will explain why 
the hopes of the initiative's sponsors for shrinkage of big government were dashed while the alarming 
prophesies of Proposition 13's opponents were not fulfilled to their anticipated magnitude. With respect 
to the political impact of the initiat

Tax Politics and Policy

Taxes are an inescapable part of life. They are perhaps the most economically consequential aspect 
of the relationship between individuals and their government. Understanding tax development and 
implementation, not to mention the political forces involved, is critical to fully appreciating and critiquing 
that relationship. Tax Politics and Policy offers a comprehensive survey of taxation in the United States. 
It explores competing theories of taxation’s role in civil society; investigates the evolution and impact of 
taxes on income, consumption, and assets; and highlights the role of interest groups in tax policy. This 
is the first book to include a separate look at "sin" taxes on tobacco, alcohol, marijuana, and sugar. 
The book concludes with a look at tax reform ideas, both old and new. This book is written for a broad 
audience—from upper-level undergraduates to graduate students in public policy, public administration, 
political science, economics, and related fields—and anyone else that has ever paid taxes.

Race and the Origins of American Neoliberalism

Why did the United States forsake its support for public works projects, public schools, public spaces, 
and high corporate taxes for the neoliberal project that uses the state to benefit businesses at the 
expense of citizens? The short answer to this question is race. This book argues that the white response 
to the black civil rights movement in the 1950s, '60s, and early '70s inadvertently created the conditions 
for emergence of American neoliberalism. Neoliberalism is the result of an unlikely alliance of an elite 
liberal business class and local segregationists that sought to preserve white privilege in the civil rights 
era. The white response drew from a language of neoliberalism, as they turned inward to redefine 
what it meant to be a good white citizen. The language of neoliberalism depoliticized class tensions by 
getting whites to identify as white first, and as part of a social class second. This book explores the four 



pillars of neoliberal policy, austerity, privatization, deregulation, and tax cuts, and explains how race 
created the pretext for the activation of neoliberal policy. Neoliberalism is not about free markets. It is 
about controlling the state to protect elite white economic privileges.

The Conservative Counter-Revolution in Britain and America 1980-2020

This book assesses the impacts of the right within the US and UK, forty years on from their initial effects 
upon economic and social orthodoxies. It argues that one way of understanding the main developments 
in the political economies of the major Anglophone countries during these decades is to see them as 
a conservative reaction to the New Deal and the Welfare State, and the associated growth in state 
intervention, expenditure and regulation. The recent rise in ‘authoritarian populism’ can be seen as a 
popular response to the policies associated with this reaction, the response being exploited by populist 
demagogues like Donald Trump, Boris Johnson and Marine Le Pen. Written in a lively and engaging 
manner, this book will be of interest to academics and students in politics, economics, sociology and 
contemporary history, as well as general readers.

Federal Taxation in America

This book provides an analysis of the dramatic shifts in American taxation through crises from the 
American Revolution through to the 'Great Recession'.

Counterrevolution

A thorough investigation of the current combination of austerity and extravagance that characterizes 
government spending and central bank monetary policy At the close of the 1970s, government 
treasuries and central banks took a vow of perpetual self-restraint. To this day, fiscal authorities fret over 
soaring public debt burdens, while central bankers wring their hands at the slightest sign of rising wages. 
As the brief reprieve of coronavirus spending made clear, no departure from government austerity will 
be tolerated without a corresponding act of penance. Yet we misunderstand the scope of neoliberal 
public finance if we assume austerity to be its sole setting. Beyond the zero-sum game of direct claims 
on state budgets lies a realm of indirect government spending that escapes the naked eye. Capital 
gains are multiply subsidized by a tax system that reserves its greatest rewards for financial asset 
holders. And for all its airs of haughty asceticism, the Federal Reserve has become adept at facilitating 
the inflation of asset values while ruthlessly suppressing wages. Neoliberalism is as extravagant as 
it is austere, and this paradox needs to be grasped if we are to challenge its core modus operandi. 
Melinda Cooper examines the major schools of thought that have shaped neoliberal common sense 
around public finance. Focusing, in particular, on Virginia school public choice theory and supply-side 
economics, she shows how these currents produced distinct but ultimately complementary responses 
to the capitalist crisis of the 1970s. With its intellectual roots in the conservative Southern Democratic 
tradition, Virginia school public choice theory espoused an austere doctrine of budget balance. The 
supply-side movement, by contrast, advocated tax cuts without spending restraint and debt issuance 
without guilt, in an apparent repudiation of austerity. Yet, for all their differences, the two schools 
converged around the need to rein in the redistributive uses of public spending. Together, they drove 
a counterrevolution in public finance that deepened the divide between rich and poor and revived the 
fortunes of dynastic wealth. Far-reaching as the neoliberal counterrevolution has been, Cooper still 
identifies a counterfactual history of unrealized possibilities in the capitalist crisis of the 1970s. She 
concludes by inviting us to rethink the concept of revolution and raises the question: Is another politics 
of extravagance possible?

The Hollow Parties

"In today's hyper-partisan America, the party divide seems to loom over every facet of life, political or 
not. Yet central as they are, parties have proved unable to meet their core tasks: building resonant 
programs, organizing actors into ordered conflict, policing boundaries, and linking the governed with 
the government. To understand how we came to the dysfunctional system we see today, we look back 
at how the parties formed and when and why they started to fail. In this major new book in American 
political development, the authors offer a full historical account of modern party politics, beginning with 
the rise of mass parties in the Jacksonian era through the post-Obama Democrats and the post-Trump 
Republicans. They show dynamic changes in parties over time, identifying six recurrent approaches that 
parties have taken-accommodationist, anti-party, pro-capital, policy-reform, radical, and populist-and 
focus on how successive actors melded inherited forms together with novel approaches to construct 



new projects for power. They date the emergence of our hollow-party era to the demise of the "New 
Deal order" by the late 1970s. While acknowledging changes in both parties, the authors emphasize 
the decisive role of the right in bringing it about. With deep historical grounding and extensive original 
research, the authors argue that it was the Republican Party that broke American politics"--

Entrenchment

An investigation into the foundations of democratic societies and the ongoing struggle over the power 
of concentrated wealth Much of our politics today, Paul Starr writes, is a struggle over entrench-
ment—efforts to bring about change in ways that opponents will find difficult to undo. That is why the 
stakes of contemporary politics are so high. In this wide-ranging book, Starr examines how changes 
at the foundations of society become hard to reverse—yet sometimes are overturned. Overcoming 
aristocratic power was the formative problem for eighteenth-century revolutions. Overcoming slavery 
was the central problem for early American democracy. Controlling the power of concentrated wealth 
has been an ongoing struggle in the world’s capitalist democracies. The battles continue today in the 
troubled democracies of our time, with the rise of both oligarchy and populist nationalism and the danger 
that illiberal forces will entrench themselves in power. Entrenchment raises fundamental questions 
about the origins of our institutions and urgent questions about the future.

Democracy May Not Exist But We'll Miss it When It's Gone

Democracy is in crisis. In every major company it has been stole by elites or in the hands of strong 
men. In democracy's name we see a raft of policies that spread inequality and xenophobia worldwide. 
It is clear that democracy - the principle of government by and for the people - is not living up to its 
promise. In fact, real democracy- inclusive and egalitarian - has in fact never existed. In this urgent and 
engaging book, Astra Taylor invites us to re-examine the term. Is democracy a means or an end? A 
process or a set of desired outcomes? What if the those outcomes, whatever they may be - peace, 
prosperity, equality, liberty, an engaged citizenry - can be achieved by non-democratic means? Or if an 
election leads to a terrible outcome? If democracy means rule by the people, what does it mean to rule 
and who counts as the people? The inherent paradoxes are too often unnamed and unrecognized. But 
to ignore them is no longer possible. Democracy May Not Exist, but We'll Miss It When It's Gone offers 
a better understanding of what is possible, what we want, and why democracy is so hard to realize.

American Tax Resisters

American Tax Resisters gives a history of the anti-tax movement that, for the past 150 years, has pur-
sued limited taxes on wealth and battled efforts to secure social justice through income redistribution. 
It explains how a once-marginal ideology became mainstream, elevating individual entrepreneurialism 
over sacrifice and solidarity.



American Patriotism, American Protest

During the 1970s and beyond, political causes both left and right—the gay rights movement, sec-
ond-wave feminism, the protests against busing to desegregate schools, the tax revolt, and the 
anti-abortion struggle—drew inspiration from the protest movements of the 1960s. Indeed, in their 
enthusiasm for direct-action tactics, their use of street theater, and their engagement in grassroots 
organizing, activists in all these movements can be considered "children of the Sixties." Invocations of 
America's founding ideals of liberty and justice and other forms of patriotic protest have also featured 
prominently in the rhetoric and image of these movements. Appeals to the Declaration of Independence 
and the Bill of Rights have been made forcefully by gay rights activists and feminists, for instance, while 
participants in the antibusing movement, the tax revolt, and the campaign against abortion rights have 
waved the American flag and claimed the support of the nation's founders. In tracing the continuation of 
quintessentially "Sixties" forms of protest and ideas into the last three decades of the twentieth century, 
and in emphasizing their legacy for conservatives as well as those on the left, American Patriotism, 
American Protest shows that the activism of the civil rights, New Left, and anti-Vietnam War movements 
has shaped America's modern political culture in decisive ways. As well as providing a refreshing 
alternative to the "rise and fall" narrative through which the Sixties are often viewed, Simon Hall's focus 
on the shared commitment to patriotic protest among a diverse range of activists across the political 
spectrum also challenges claims that, in recent decades, patriotism has become the preserve of the 
political right. Full of original and insightful observations, and based on extensive archival research, 
American Patriotism, American Protest transforms our understanding of the Sixties and their aftermath.

The Fight for Local Control

Throughout the twentieth century, local control of school districts was one of the most contentious 
issues in American politics. As state and federal regulation attempted to standardize public schools, 
conservatives defended local prerogative as a bulwark of democratic values. Yet their commitment 
to those values was shifting and selective. In The Fight for Local Control, Campbell F. Scribner 
demonstrates how, in the decades after World War II, suburban communities appropriated legacies 
of rural education to assert their political autonomy and in the process radically changed educational 
law. Scribner’s account unfolds on the metropolitan fringe, where rapid suburbanization overlapped 
with the consolidation of thousands of small rural schools. Rural residents initially clashed with their 
new neighbors, but by the 1960s the groups had rallied to resist government oversight. What began 
as residual opposition to school consolidation would transform into campaigns against race-based 
busing, unionized teachers, tax equalization, and secular curriculum. In case after case, suburban 
conservatives carved out new rights for local autonomy, stifling equal educational opportunity. Yet 
Scribner also provides insight into why many conservatives have since abandoned localism for policies 
that stress school choice and federal accountability. In the 1970s, as new battles arose over unions, 
textbooks, and taxes, districts on the rural-suburban fringe became the first to assert individual choice in 
the form of school vouchers, religious exemptions, and a marketplace model of education. At the same 
time, they began to embrace tax limitation and standardized testing, policies that checked educational 
bureaucracy but bypassed local school boards. The effect, Scribner concludes, has been to reinforce 
inequalities between districts while weakening participatory government within them, keeping the worst 
aspects of local control in place while forfeiting its virtues.

When Movements Anchor Parties

Throughout American history, some social movements, such as organized labor and the Christian 
Right, have forged influential alliances with political parties, while others, such as the antiwar move-
ment, have not. When Movements Anchor Parties provides a bold new interpretation of American 
electoral history by examining five prominent movements and their relationships with political parties. 
Taking readers from the Civil War to today, Daniel Schlozman shows how two powerful alliances—those 
of organized labor and Democrats in the New Deal, and the Christian Right and Republicans since the 
1970s—have defined the basic priorities of parties and shaped the available alternatives in national 
politics. He traces how they diverged sharply from three other major social movements that failed to 
establish a place inside political parties—the abolitionists following the Civil War, the Populists in the 
1890s, and the antiwar movement in the 1960s and 1970s. Moving beyond a view of political parties 
simply as collections of groups vying for preeminence, Schlozman explores how would-be influencers 
gain influence—or do not. He reveals how movements join with parties only when the alliance is 
beneficial to parties, and how alliance exacts a high price from movements. Their sweeping visions 



give way to compromise and partial victories. Yet as Schlozman demonstrates, it is well worth paying 
the price as movements reorient parties' priorities. Timely and compelling, When Movements Anchor 
Parties demonstrates how alliances have transformed American political parties.

Postwar Conservatism, A Transnational Investigation

This volume offers a unique comparative perspective on post-war conservatism, as it traces the rise 
and mutations of conservative ideas in three countries – Britain, France and the United States - 
across a ‘short’ twentieth century (1929-1990) and examines the reconfiguration of conservatism as 
a transnational phenomenon. This framework allows for an important and distinctive point --the 1980s 
were less a conservative revolution than a moment when conservatism, understood in Burkean terms, 
was outflanked by its various satellites and political avatars, namely, populism, neoliberalism, reaction 
and cultural and gender traditionalism. No long running, unique ‘conservative mind’ comes out of this 
book’s transnational investigation. The 1980s did not witness the ascendancy of a movement with deep 
roots in the 18th century reaction to the French Revolution, but rather the decline of conservatism and 
the rise of movements and rhetoric that had remained marginal to traditional conservatism.

A Conspiratorial Life

"This biography of Robert Welch, the founder of the John Birch Society, documents how his idiosyncratic 
philosophizing infused right-wing politics in America. Edward H. Miller explores every aspect of Welch, 
detailing his youthful egotism; his innovations in candy-making; his mix of brilliance and incompetence; 
and the development of his raging political beliefs. The John Birch Society was long seen as occupying 
the farthest reaches of the political spectrum, blending paleo-conservatism, libertarianism, paranoia, 
and rabid anti-Communism. Miller demonstrates how the Society became central to Republican 
grassroots operations and how Welch became a guiding light of the right, on a par with William F. 
Buckley"--

State Looteries

Fifty years ago, familiar images of the lottery would have been strange, as no state lottery existed 
then. Few researchers have uncovered the obscure role lotteries play in the changing composition of 
American taxation. Even less is known about what role race plays in this process. More than simply 
taxing those on the social margins, the emergence of state lotteries in contemporary American history 
represents something much more fundamental about state fiscal policy. This book not only uncovers 
the underlying racial factors that contextualize lottery proliferation in the U.S., but also reveals the racial 
consequences that lotteries have in terms of redistributing tax liability.

Amherst in the World

In celebration of the 200th anniversary of Amherst College, a group of scholars and alumni explore the 
school’s substantial past in this volume. Amherst in the World tells the story of how an institution that 
was founded to train Protestant ministers began educating new generations of industrialists, bankers, 
and political leaders with the decline in missionary ambitions after the Civil War. The contributors trace 
how what was a largely white school throughout the interwar years begins diversifying its student 
demographics after World War II and the War in Vietnam. The histories told here illuminate how Amherst 
has contended with slavery, wars, religion, coeducation, science, curriculum, town and gown relations, 
governance, and funding during its two centuries of existence. Through Amherst’s engagement with 
educational improvement in light of these historical undulations, it continually affirms both the vitality 
and the utility of a liberal arts education. Contributions by Martha Saxton, Gary J. Kornblith, David W. 
Wills, Frederick E. Hoxie, Trent Maxey, Nicholas L. Syrett, Wendy H. Bergoffen, Rick López, Matthew 
Alexander Randolph, Daniel Levinson Wilk, K. Ian Shin, David S. Reynolds, Jane F. Thrailkill, Julie 
Dobrow, Richard F. Teichgraeber III, Debby Applegate, Michael E. Jirik, Bruce Laurie, Molly Michelmore, 
and Christian G. Appy.

Capitalism Contested

In the historical narrative that prevails today, the New Deal years are positioned between two equally 
despised Gilded Ages—the first in the late nineteenth century and the second characterized by the 
world of Walmart, globalization, and right-wing populism in which we currently live. What defines 
these two ages is an increasing level of inequality legitimized by powerful ideologies, namely, Social 



Darwinism at the end of the nineteenth century and neoliberalism today. In stark contrast, the era of 
the New Deal was first and foremost an attempt to put an end to inequality in American society. In 
the historical longue durée, it appears today as a kind of golden age when policymakers and citizens 
sought to devise solutions to the two major "questions"—labor on one side, social on the other—that 
were at the heart of the American political economy during the twentieth century. Capitalism Contested 
argues that the New Deal order remains an effective framework to make sense of the transformation 
of American political economy over the last hundred years. Contributors offer an historicized analysis 
of the degree to which that political, economic, and ideological order persists and the ways in which 
it has been transcended or even overthrown. The essays pay attention not only to those ideas and 
social forces hostile to the New Deal, but to the contradictions and debilities that were present at 
the inauguration or became inherent within this liberal impulse during the last half of the twentieth 
century. The unifying thematic among the essays consists not in their subject matter—politics, political 
economy, social thought, and legal scholarship are represented—but in a historical quest to assess the 
transformation and fate of an economic and policy order nearly a century after its creation. Contributors: 
Kate Andrias, Romain Huret, William P. Jones, Nelson Lichtenstein, Nancy MacLean, Isaac William 
Martin, Margaret O'Mara, K. Sabeel Rahman, Timothy Shenk, Elizabeth Tandy Shermer, Jason Scott 
Smith, Samir Sonti, Karen M. Tani, Jean-Christian Vinel.

Histories of Tax Evasion, Avoidance and Resistance

Tax evasion, tax avoidance and tax resistance are widespread phenomena in political, economic, social 
and fiscal history from antiquity through medieval, early modern and modern times. Histories of Tax 
Evasion, Avoidance and Resistance shows how different groups and individuals around the globe have 
succeeded or failed in not paying their due taxes, whether in kind or in cash, on their properties or 
on their crops. It analyses how, throughout history, wealthy and poor taxpayers have tried to avoid 
or reduce their tax burden by negotiating with tax authorities, through practices of legal or illegal tax 
evasion, by filing lawsuits, seeking armed resistance or by migration, and how state authorities have 
dealt with such acts of claim making, defiance, open resistance or elusion. It fills an important research 
gap in tax history, addressing questions of tax morale and fairness, and how social and political 
inequality was negotiated through taxation. It gives rich insights into the development of citizen-state 
relationships throughout the course of history. The book comprises case studies from Ancient Athens, 
Roman Egypt, Medieval Europe, Early Modern Mexico, the Ottoman Empire, Nigeria under British 
colonial rule, the United Kingdom of the early 20th century, Greece during the Second World War, 
as well as West Germany, Switzerland, Sweden and the United States in the 20th century, including 
transnational entanglements in the world of late-modern offshore finance and taxation. The authors 
are experts in fiscal, economic, financial, legal, social and/or cultural history. The book is intended for 
students, researchers and scholars of economic and financial history, social and world history and 
political economy. The Open Access version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been 
made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 license.

Resisting Change in Suburbia

Between the 1980s and the first decade of the twenty-first century, Asian Americans in Los Angeles 
moved toward becoming a racial majority in the communities of the East San Gabriel Valley. By the 
late 1990s, their "model minority" status resulted in greater influence in local culture, neighborhood 
politics, and policies regarding the use of suburban space. In the "country living" subdivisions, which 
featured symbols of Western agrarianism including horse trails, ranch fencing, and Spanish colonial 
architecture, white homeowners encouraged assimilation and enacted policies suppressing unwanted 
"changes"—that is, increased density and influence of Asian culture. While some Asian suburbanites 
challenged whites' concerns, many others did not. Rather, white critics found support from affluent 
Asian homeowners who also wished to protect their class privilege and suburbia's conservative Anglo-
centric milieu. In Resisting Change in Suburbia, award-winning historian James Zarsadiaz explains how 
myths of suburbia, the American West, and the American Dream informed regional planning, suburban 
design, and ideas about race and belonging.

Education Restated

Education Restated proposes shifts in how we address three areas in education policy: accountability, 
teacher hiring, and parent choice. In each of these areas policy has been anchored around the wrong 



core values. By focusing on the right core values, state governments can create promising conditions 
for education improvement at the local level.

Education for Democracy

American public universities were founded in a civic tradition that differentiated them from their 
European predecessors—steering away from the pursuit of knowledge for its own sake. Like many 
such higher education institutions across the United States, the University of Wisconsin’s mission, 
known as the Wisconsin Idea, emphasizes a responsibility to serve the needs of the state and its 
people. This commitment, which necessarily requires a pledge to academic freedom, has recently 
been openly threatened by state and federal actors seeking to dismantle a democratic and expansive 
conception of public service. Using the Wisconsin Idea as a lens, Education for Democracy argues that 
public higher education institutions remain a bastion of collaborative problem solving. Examinations of 
partnerships between the state university and people of the state highlight many crucial and lasting 
contributions to issues of broad public concern such as conservation, LGBTQ+ rights, and poverty 
alleviation. The contributors restore the value of state universities and humanities education as a public 
good, contending that they deserve renewed and robust support.

Read My Lips

A surprising and revealing look at what Americans really believe about taxes Conventional wisdom 
holds that Americans hate taxes. But the conventional wisdom is wrong. Bringing together national 
survey data with in-depth interviews, Read My Lips presents a surprising picture of tax attitudes 
in the United States. Vanessa Williamson demonstrates that Americans view taxpaying as a civic 
responsibility and a moral obligation. But they worry that others are shirking their duties, in part because 
the experience of taxpaying misleads Americans about who pays taxes and how much. Perceived 
"loopholes" convince many income tax filers that a flat tax might actually raise taxes on the rich, and 
the relative invisibility of the sales and payroll taxes encourages many to underestimate the sizable 
tax contributions made by poor and working people. Americans see being a taxpayer as a role worthy 
of pride and respect, a sign that one is a contributing member of the community and the nation. For 
this reason, the belief that many Americans are not paying their share is deeply corrosive to the social 
fabric. The widespread misperception that immigrants, the poor, and working-class families pay little 
or no taxes substantially reduces public support for progressive spending programs and undercuts the 
political standing of low-income people. At the same time, the belief that the wealthy pay less than their 
share diminishes confidence that the political process represents most people. Upending the idea of 
Americans as knee-jerk opponents of taxes, Read My Lips examines American taxpaying as an act of 
political faith. Ironically, the depth of the American civic commitment to taxpaying makes the failures of 
the tax system, perceived and real, especially potent frustrations.

The Olympics that Never Happened

A look back at how powerful politicians, business leaders, and a diverse cast of activists used a thwarted 
Olympics to shape the state of Colorado and the city of Denver.

In Levittown’s Shadow

Highlights how low-wage residents have struggled to live and work in a place usually thought of as 
affluent: suburbia. There is a familiar narrative about American suburbs: after 1945, white residents 
left cities for leafy, affluent subdivisions and the prosperity they seemed to embody. In Levittown’s 
Shadow tells us there’s more to this story, offering an eye-opening account of diverse, poor residents 
living and working in those same neighborhoods. Tim Keogh shows how public policies produced 
both suburban plenty and deprivation—and why ignoring suburban poverty doomed efforts to reduce 
inequality. Keogh focuses on the suburbs of Long Island, home to Levittown, often considered the 
archetypal suburb. Here military contracts subsidized well-paid employment welding airplanes or 
filing paperwork, while weak labor laws impoverished suburbanites who mowed lawns, built houses, 
scrubbed kitchen floors, and stocked supermarket shelves. Federal mortgage programs helped some 
families buy orderly single-family homes and enter the middle class but also underwrote landlord efforts 
to cram poor families into suburban attics, basements, and sheds. Keogh explores how policymakers 
ignored suburban inequality, addressing housing segregation between cities and suburbs rather than 
suburbanites’ demands for decent jobs, housing, and schools. By turning our attention to the suburban 
poor, Keogh reveals poverty wasn’t just an urban problem but a suburban one, too. In Levittown’s 



Shadow deepens our understanding of suburbia’s history—and points us toward more effective ways 
to combat poverty today.

First Class Passengers on a Sinking Ship

Why great powers decline, from Spain to the United States The extent and irreversibility of US decline 
is becoming ever more obvious as America loses war after war and as one industry after another 
loses its technological edge. Lachmann explains why the United States will not be able to sustain its 
global dominance, and contrasts America's relatively brief period of hegemony with the Netherlands' 
similarly short primacy and Britain's far longer era of leadership. Decline in all those cases was not 
inevitable and did not respond to global capitalist cycles. Rather, decline is the product of elites' 
success in grabbing control over resources and governmental powers. Not only are ordinary people 
harmed, but also capitalists become increasingly unable to coordinate their interests and adopt policies 
and make investments necessary to counter economic and geopolitical competitors elsewhere in 
the world. Conflicts among elites and challenges by non-elites determine the timing and mold the 
contours of decline. Lachmann traces the transformation of US politics from an era of elite consensus 
to present-day paralysis combined with neoliberal plunder, explains the paradox of an American military 
with an unprecedented technological edge unable to subdue even the weakest enemies, and the 
consequences of finance's cannibalization of the US economy.

Taxing Democracy

Carrie Manning’s illuminating book examines how policies to limit taxation at state and local levels in the 
US have direct and lasting consequences for equity, accountability, and ultimately for democracy. Tax 
structures embed and reproduce an implicit social contract between government and citizens, creating 
path-dependent outcomes that produce unintended consequences which are rarely traced back to 
state and local revenue models. This book combines historical American political development with the 
study of state formation. It provides a clear-eyed investigation into the past, present, and future of the 
social contract between America’s local governments and citizens.

Deficits and Debt in Industrialized Democracies

Since the global financial crisis, government debt has soared globally by 40 percent and now exceeds 
an astonishing $100 trillion. Not all countries, though, have fared the same. Indeed, even prior to the 
financial crisis, the fiscal fates of countries have been diverging, despite predictions that pressures 
from economic globalization push countries toward more convergent fiscally conservative policies. 
Featuring the work of an international interdisciplinary team of scholars, this volume explains patterns 
of fiscal performance (persistent patterns of budget deficits and government debt) from the 1970s 
to the present across seven countries – France, Italy, Germany, Japan, South Korea, Sweden, and 
the United States. Employing a comparative case study approach, seldom employed in studies of 
fiscal performance, contributions illuminate the complex causal factors often overlooked by quantitative 
studies and advances our theoretical understanding of fiscal performance. Among other things, the 
cases highlight the role of taxpayer consent, tax structure, the welfare state, organization of interests, 
and labor and financial markets in shaping fiscal outcomes. A necessary resource to understand 
a broader array of factors that shape fiscal outcomes in specific national contexts, this book will 
reinvigorate the study of fiscal performance.

Structuring Inequality

"As in many American cities, inequality in Chicago and its suburbs is mappable across its neighbor-
hoods. Anyone driving west along Chicago Avenue from downtown can tell where Austin turns into Oak 
Park without looking at a map. These borders are not natural, of course; they are carefully maintained 
through policies like zoning and school districting; some neighborhoods even annex themselves into 
distinct municipalities. In other words, they are all policy decisions. In Structuring Inequality, historian 
Tracy Steffes explores how metropolitan inequality was structured, contested, and naturalized through 
public policy in the Chicagoland area, especially through public education and state government. This 
metropolitan inequality deepened even amid civil rights mobilizations and efforts to challenge racial 
discrimination and promote equal opportunity. She argues that educational and metropolitan inequality 
were mutually constitutive: unequal schools and unequal places cocreated and reinforced one another. 
School districts not only reflected the characteristics and inequalities between places, but they also 
played an active role in shaping those communities over time. Throughout the Chicago metropolitan 



area, school districts defined community in part by reinforcing or undermining racial and economic 
segregation. Their perceived quality shaped the identity and value of the community, and schooling 
and its costs could drive development decisions, including what kind of property to allow and residents 
to attract. Decisions about school construction, student assignment, and school support were often 
important components of development strategy. By denaturalizing policy to explore the choices that 
have brought us here and looking at efforts to challenge them, this history helps us understand the 
inequality we live with today and inspire us to change it"--

Reaching for a New Deal

During his winning presidential campaign, Barack Obama promised to counter rising economic inequal-
ity and revitalize America's middle-class through a series of wide-ranging reforms. His transformational 
agenda sought to ensure affordable healthcare; reform the nation's schools and make college more 
affordable; promote clean and renewable energy; reform labor laws and immigration; and redistribute 
the tax burden from the middle class to wealthier citizens. The Wall Street crisis and economic downturn 
that erupted as Obama took office also put U.S. financial regulation on the agenda. By the middle of 
President Obama's first term in office, he had succeeded in advancing major reforms by legislative 
and administrative means. But a sluggish economic recovery from the deep recession of 2009, ac-
companied by polarized politics and governmental deadlock in Washington, DC, have raised questions 
about how far Obama's promised transformations can go. Reaching for a New Deal analyzes both 
the ambitious domestic policy of Obama's first two years and the consequent political backlash—up 
to and including the 2010 midterm elections. Reaching for a New Deal opens by assessing how the 
Obama administration overcame intense partisan struggles to achieve legislative victories in three ar-
eas—health care reform, federal higher education loans and grants, and financial regulation. Lawrence 
Jacobs and Theda Skocpol examine the landmark health care bill, signed into law in spring 2010, which 
extended affordable health benefits to millions of uninsured Americans after nearly 100 years of failed 
legislative attempts to do so. Suzanne Mettler explains how Obama succeeded in reorienting higher 
education policy by shifting loan administration from lenders to the federal government and extending 
generous tax tuition credits. Reaching for a New Deal also examines the domains in which Obama 
has used administrative action to further reforms in schools and labor law. The book concludes with 
examinations of three areas—energy, immigration, and taxes—where Obama's efforts at legislative 
compromises made little headway. Reaching for a New Deal combines probing analyses of Obama's 
domestic policy achievements with a big picture look at his change-oriented presidency. The book uses 
struggles over policy changes as a window into the larger dynamics of American politics and situates 
the current political era in relation to earlier pivotal junctures in U.S. government and public policy. It 
offers invaluable lessons about unfolding political transformations in the United States.

A Is for Arson

In A Is for Arson, Campbell F. Scribner sifts through two centuries of debris to uncover the conditions 
that have prompted school vandalism and to explain why attempts at prevention have inevitably failed. 
Vandalism costs taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars every year, as students, parents, and even 
teachers wreak havoc on school buildings. Why do they do it? Can anything stop them? Who should 
pay for the damage? Underlying these questions are long-standing tensions between freedom and 
authority, and between wantonness and reason. Property destruction is not simply a moral failing, 
to be addressed with harsher punishments, nor can the problem be solved through more restrictive 
architecture or policing. Scribner argues that education itself is a source of intractable struggle, and that 
vandalism is often the result of an unruly humanity. To understand schooling in the United States, one 
must first confront the all-too-human emotions that have led to fires, broken windows, and graffiti. A Is for 
Arson captures those emotions through new historical evidence and diverse theoretical perspectives, 
helping readers understand vandalism variously as a form of political conflict, as self-education, and 
as sheer chaos. By analyzing physical artifacts as well as archival sources, Scribner offers new 
perspectives on children's misbehavior and adults' reactions and allows readers to see the complexities 
of education—the built environment of teaching and learning, evolving approaches to youth psychology 
and student discipline—through the eyes of its often resistant subjects.

The Routledge International Handbook of Economic Sociology

This handbook presents a systematic and comprehensive overview of economic sociology, an exem-
plary interdisciplinary field which draws on theoretical frameworks and empirical findings from both 



economics and sociology to present a unique lens on the interdependence of the economy and society. 
The handbook is arranged in four parts which together present the current state-of-the-art of economic 
sociology as well as pointing toward future directions for research. The first part outlines the theoretical 
foundations of economic sociology and its relations to other fields, particularly with regard to other 
alternative approaches to economics, and looks at conceptions and definitions of economic sociology 
vary. The second part provides an overview of the historical development of economic sociology 
from classical political economy to the present day. The third part explores the main problematics 
of economic sociology, analyzing the economy in relation to particular social institutions, the state, 
ideology, culture and art, religion, gender, race/ethnicity, and more. The fourth part focuses on the 
principal branches including sociology of the market, industrial organization and work, uncertainty, 
distribution and inequality, money and finance, and the environment. The stellar international cast of 
contributors is drawn from both economics and sociology, therefore presenting a holistic view of the 
field and contributing to a rejuvenation of economic sociology within economics. It is an indispensable 
reference work for researchers and students across a broad range of sociological and economic 
disciplines.

The Not-So-Special Interests

"Lobbyist" tends to be used as a dirty word in politics. Indeed, during the 2008 presidential prima-
ry campaign, Hillary Clinton was derided for even suggesting that some lobbyists represent "real 
Americans." But although many popular commentators position interest groups as representatives of 
special—not "public"—interests, much organized advocacy is designed to advance public interests 
and ideas. Advocacy organizations—more than 1,600 of them—are now an important component of 
national political institutions. This book uses original data to explain why certain public groups, such 
as Jews, lawyers, and gun-owners, develop substantially more representation than others, and why 
certain organizations become the presumed spokespersons for these groups in government and media. 
In contrast to established theory and conventional wisdom, this book demonstrates that groups of all 
sizes and types generate advocates to speak on their behalf, though with varying levels of success. 
Matt Grossmann finds that the advantages of organized representation accrue to those public groups 
that are the most politically motivated and involved in their communities. Organizations that mobilize 
members and create a long-lasting presence in Washington become, in the minds of policymakers and 
reporters, the taken-for-granted surrogates for these public groups. In the face of perennial debates 
about the relative power of the people and the special interests, Grossmann offers an informed and 
nuanced view of the role of organizations in public representation and American governance.

Buying Time

The financial crisis keeps us on edge and creates a diffuse sense of helplessness. Well-nigh un-
fathomable problems lead to measures that seem like emergency operations on the open heart of 
the Western world, performed with no knowledge of the patient's clinical history. The gravity of the 
situation is matched by the paucity of our understanding of it, and of how it came about in the first 
place. In this book, compiled from his Adorno Lectures given in Frankfurt, Wolfgang Streeck lays bare 
the roots of the present financial, fiscal and economic crisis, seeing it as part of the long neoliberal 
transformation of postwar capitalism that began in the 1970s. Linking up with the crisis theories of that 
decade, he analyses the subsequent tensions and conflicts involving states, governments, voters and 
capitalist interests—a process in which the defining focus of the European state system has shifted 
from taxation through debt to budgetary “consolidation.” The book then ends by exploring the prospects 
for a restoration of social and economic stability. Buying Time is a model of enlightenment. It shows that 
something deeply disturbing underlies the current situation: a metamorphosis of the whole relationship 
between democracy and capitalism.

The Oxford Handbook of U.S. Social Policy

This handbook provides a survey of the American welfare state. It offers an historical overview of U.S. 
social policy from the colonial era to the present, a discussion of available theoretical perspectives on 
it, an analysis of social programmes, and on overview of the U.S. welfare state's consequences for 
poverty, inequality, and citizenship.

The Fifth Freedom



Where did affirmative action in employment come from? The conventional wisdom is that it was 
instituted during the Johnson and Nixon years through the backroom machinations of federal bu-
reaucrats and judges. The Fifth Freedom presents a new perspective, tracing the roots of the policy 
to partisan conflicts over fair employment practices (FEP) legislation from the 1940s to the 1970s. 
Drawing on untapped sources, Anthony Chen chronicles the ironic, forgotten role played by American 
conservatives in the development of affirmative action. Decades before affirmative action began making 
headlines, millions of Americans across the country debated whether government could and should 
regulate job discrimination. On one side was an interfaith and interracial bloc of liberals, who demanded 
FEP legislation that would establish a centralized system for enforcing equal treatment in the labor 
market. On the other side was a bloc of business-friendly, small-government conservatives, who felt 
that it was unwise to "legislate tolerance" and who made common cause with the conservative wing 
of the Republican party. Conservatives ultimately prevailed, but their obstruction of FEP legislation 
unintentionally facilitated the rise of affirmative action, a policy their ideological heirs would find even 
more abhorrent. Broadly interdisciplinary, The Fifth Freedom sheds new light on the role of parties, 
elites, and institutions in the policymaking process; the impact of racial politics on electoral realignment; 
the history of civil rights; the decline of New Deal liberalism; and the rise of the New Right. Some images 
inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.

Education in Political Science

This pioneering volume is devoted to the analysis of education from the perspective of political 
science, applying the full range of the discipline’s analytical perspectives and methodological tools. 
The contributions demonstrate how education policy can be explored systematically from a variety of 
political science perspectives: comparative politics, public policy analysis and public administration, 
international relations, and political theory. By applying a governance perspective on education policy, 
the authors explore the changing institutional settings, new actors’ constellations, horizontal modes of 
interaction and public-private regulatory mechanisms with respect to the role of the state in this policy 
field. The volume deals with questions that are not merely concerned with the content or outcomes 
of education, but it explicitly takes a political science view on how education politics work. Including 
country case studies from the Americas and across Europe, institutional analyses of education policy 
in the EU and the WTO/GATS as well as normative reflections on the topic, the volume provides a grand 
overview on the diversity of issues in education policy. Dealing with a so far neglected field of policy, 
this book provides a comprehensive and accessible analysis of a rapidly changing topic. Education in 
Political Science will be of interest to scholars and students of political science, education, sociology 
and economics.
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