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Explore the fascinating journey of social intelligence, tracing its origins from complex brain processes 
to its profound influence on human culture. This comprehensive overview illuminates how our cognitive 
abilities shape social interactions and societal dynamics, providing essential insights into effective 
communication and understanding.
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Social Intelligence

Why are humans so clever? This book explores the idea that this cleverness has evolved through 
the increasing complexity of social groups. It brings together contributions from leaders in the field, 
examining social intelligence in different animal species and exploring its development, evolution and 
the brain systems upon which it depends.

Social Intelligence

There is a growing view that intelligence evolved as a product of social interdependence. The unique 
development of human intelligence was probably linked to the use of spoken language, but language 
itself evolved in the context of social interaction, and in its development it has shaped - and been 
shaped by - social institutions. Taking as their starting-point the social production of intelligence and 
of language, scholars across a range of disciplines are beginning to rethink fundamental questions 
about human evolution, language and social institutions. This volume brings together anthropologists, 
linguists, primatologists and psychologists, all working on this new frontier of research.

Cultures and Social Intelligence

Research shows that between birth and early adulthood the brain requires sensory stimulation to 
develop physically. The nature of the stimulation shapes the connections among neurons that create 
the neuronal networks necessary for thought and behavior. By changing the cultural environment, 
each generation shapes the brains of the next. By early adulthood, the neuroplasticity of the brain is 
greatly reduced, and this leads to a fundamental shift in the relationship between the individual and the 
environment: during the first part of life, the brain and mind shape themselves to the major recurring 
features of their environment; by early adulthood, the individual attempts to make the environment 
conform to the established internal structures of the brain and mind. In Brain and Culture, Bruce Wexler 
explores the social implications of the close and changing neurobiological relationship between the 
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individual and the environment, with particular attention to the difficulties individuals face in adulthood 
when the environment changes beyond their ability to maintain the fit between existing internal 
structure and external reality. These difficulties are evident in bereavement, the meeting of different 
cultures, the experience of immigrants (in which children of immigrant families are more successful 
than their parents at the necessary internal transformations), and the phenomenon of interethnic 
violence. Integrating recent neurobiological research with major experimental findings in cognitive and 
developmental psychology—with illuminating references to psychoanalysis, literature, anthropology, 
history, and politics—Wexler presents a wealth of detail to support his arguments. The groundbreaking 
connections he makes allow for reconceptualization of the effect of cultural change on the brain and 
provide a new biological base from which to consider such social issues as "culture wars" and ethnic 
violence.

Social Intelligence and Interaction

10 ways to tap into your social genius

Brain and Culture

Why birds are smarter than we think Birds have not been known for their high IQs, which is why a person 
of questionable intelligence is sometimes called a "birdbrain." Yet in the past two decades, the study 
of avian intelligence has witnessed dramatic advances. From a time when birds were seen as simple 
instinct machines responding only to stimuli in their external worlds, we now know that some birds 
have complex internal worlds as well. This beautifully illustrated book provides an engaging exploration 
of the avian mind, revealing how science is exploding one of the most widespread myths about our 
feathered friends—and changing the way we think about intelligence in other animals as well. Bird Brain 
looks at the structures and functions of the avian brain, and describes the extraordinary behaviors that 
different types of avian intelligence give rise to. It offers insights into crows, jays, magpies, and other 
corvids—the “masterminds” of the avian world—as well as parrots and some less-studied species 
from around the world. This lively and accessible book shows how birds have sophisticated brains with 
abilities previously thought to be uniquely human, such as mental time travel, self-recognition, empathy, 
problem solving, imagination, and insight. Written by a leading expert and featuring a foreword by Frans 
de Waal, renowned for his work on animal intelligence, Bird Brain shines critical new light on the mental 
lives of birds.

The Power of Social Intelligence: 10 ways to tap into your social genius

This book argues that all the cognitive science disciplines are not equally able to provide answers to 
ontological questions about the mind, but rather that only neurophysiology and cultural psychology are 
suited to answer these questions."--BOOK JACKET.

Bird Brain

This bold and brilliant book asks the ultimate question of the life sciences: How did the human mind 
acquire its incomparable power? In seeking the answer, Merlin Donald traces the evolution of human 
culture and cognition from primitive apes to artificial intelligence, presenting an enterprising and original 
theory of how the human mind evolved from its presymbolic form.

The Mind as a Scientific Object

This groundbreaking work rethinks the relationship between psychology, cognitive neuroscience and 
anthropology and offers a new way of understanding the human condition.

Origins of the Modern Mind

Conceived by management consultant, futurist, speaker, and author Karl Albrecht, Social Intelligence 
goes beyond IQ and EI (Emotional Intelligence) to show how generosity, consideration, and other 
practical skills are key to success at work and in life.

Connections



Written by two of the field's most prominent academics, this textbook presents the latest research in 
social cognition integrated with pedagogical features and online resources to provide an indispensable 
textbook for students of social cognition and social psychology worldwide.

Social Intelligence

Social Intelligence is a critical study of the emotional intelligence which enriches our lives but is unable 
to be measured by more traditional forms like an IQ test. Unpacking both the neurological logistics 
and practical application of social intelligence in our daily lives, this study examines the positive impact 
of developing our ability to read social cues and understand ourselves in relation to others. Arguing 
that social intelligence is every bit as vital as intellectual prowess (if not more so), Social Intelligence 
explores the impact of kindness, thoughtfulness, and self-awareness on our social, psychological, and 
physical welfare. Do you want more free book summaries like this? Download our app for free at 
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds of free book and audiobook summaries. 
DISCLAIMER: This book summary is meant as a preview and not a replacement for the original work. 
If you like this summary please consider purchasing the original book to get the full experience as the 
original author intended it to be. If you are the original author of any book on QuickRead and want us 
to remove it, please contact us at hello@quickread.com

Social Cognition

Far more than we are consciously aware, our daily encounters with parents, spouses, bosses, and 
even strangers, shape our brains and affect cells throughout our bodies, down to the level of our 
genes - for good or ill. In Social Intelligence, Daniel Goleman explores an emerging new science with 
startling implications for our interpersonal world. Its most fundamental discovery: we are designed for 
sociability, constantly engaged in a 'neural ballet' that connects us brain-to-brain with those around us. 
Goleman explains the surprising accuracy of first impressions, the basis of charisma and emotional 
power, the complexity of sexual attraction, and how we detect lies. He describes the 'dark side' of social 
intelligence, from narcissism to Machiavellianism and psychopathy. He also reveals our astonishing 
capacity for 'mindsight', as well as the tragedy of those, like autistic children, whose mindsight is 
impaired.

Summary of Social Intelligence by Daniel Goleman

A range of empirical and theoretical perspectives on the relationship between biology and social 
cognition from infancy through childhood. Recent research on the developmental origins of the social 
mind supports the view that social cognition is present early in infancy and childhood in surprisingly 
sophisticated forms. Developmental psychologists have found ingenious ways to test the social abilities 
of infants and young children, and neuroscientists have begun to study the neurobiological mechanisms 
that implement and guide early social cognition. Their work suggests that, far from being unfinished 
adults, babies are exquisitely designed by evolution to capture relevant social information, learn, and 
explore their social environments. This volume offers a range of empirical and theoretical perspec-
tives on the relationship between biology and social cognition from infancy through childhood. The 
contributors consider scientific advances in early social perception and cognition, including findings 
on the development of face processing and social perceptual biases; explore recent research on early 
infant competencies for language and theory of mind, including a developmental account of how young 
children become moral agents and the role of electrophysiology in identifying psychological processes 
that underpin social cognition; discuss the origins and development of prosocial behavior, reviewing 
evidence for a set of innate predispositions to be social, cooperative, and altruistic; examine how young 
children make social categories; and analyze atypical social cognition, including autism spectrum 
disorder and psychopathy. Contributors Lior Abramson, Renée Baillargeon, Pascal Belin, Frances 
Buttelmann, Sofia Cardenas, Michael J. Crowley, Fabrice Damon, Jean Decety, Michelle de Haan, 
Ghislaine Dehaene-Lambertz, Melody Buyukozer Dawkins, Xiao Pan Ding, Kristen A. Dunfield, Rachel 
D. Fine, Ana Fló, Jennifer R. Frey, Susan A. Gelman, Diane Goldenberg, Marie-Hélène Grosbras, 
Tobias Grossmann, Caitlin M. Hudac, Dora Kampis, Tara A. Karasewich, Ariel Knafo-Noam, Tehila 
Kogut, Ágnes Melinda Kovács, Valerie A. Kuhlmeier, Kang Lee, Narcis Marshall, Eamon McCrory, 
David Méary, Christos Panagiotopoulos, Olivier Pascalis, Markus Paulus, Kevin A. Pelphrey, Marcela 
Peña, Valerie F. Reyna, Marjorie Rhodes, Ruth Roberts, Hagit Sabato, Darby Saxbe, Virginia Slaughter, 
Jessica A. Sommerville, Maayan Stavans, Nikolaus Steinbeis, Fransisca Ting, Florina Uzefovsky, Essi 
Viding

Social Intelligence: the New Science of Human Relationships



For over 25 years, primatologists have speculated that intelligence, at least in monkeys and apes, 
evolved as an adaptation to the complicated social milieu of hard-won friendships and bitterly contested 
rivalries. Yet the Balkanization of animal research has prevented us from studying the same problem in 
other large-brained, long-lived animals, such as hyenas and elephants, bats and sperm whales. Social 
complexity turns out to be widespread indeed. For example, in many animal societies one individual's 
innovation, such as tool use or a hunting technique, may spread within the group, thus creating a 
distinct culture. As this collection of studies on a wide range of species shows, animals develop a great 
variety of traditions, which in turn affect fitness and survival. The editors argue that future research into 
complex animal societies and intelligence will change the perception of animals as gene machines, 
programmed to act in particular ways and perhaps elevate them to a status much closer to our own. At 
a time when humans are perceived more biologically than ever before, and animals as more cultural, 
are we about to witness the dawn of a truly unified social science, one with a distinctly cross-specific 
perspective?

The Social Brain

How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species. 
On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to overcome even basic 
challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other hand, human 
groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions that 
have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What has enabled 
us to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone 
individuals? This book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but 
in our collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one 
another over generations. Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile 
hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich 
demonstrates how our collective brains have propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped 
our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others produced many cultural innovations, such 
as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile weapons, which in turn drove the 
expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in crucial ways. Later on, 
some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, 
and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to alter our motivations and perceptions. 
Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and how 
culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking 
clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of 
both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species' 
immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.

Animal Social Complexity

With reference to India.

The Secret of Our Success

Ever since Alfred Binet invented the first IQ test more than a century ago, we have thought of intelligence 
as fixed from birth and unalterable-as genetically programmed and immutable as eye color. If our IQ 
was 115 at the age of eighteen, it would be 115 at age thirty-two and at age seventy-two. But as 
Michael Martinez reveals in Future Bright, human intelligence is not at all a static quality. Drawing 
on cutting-edge research, Martinez shows that not only can we improve our IQ scores--with the right 
approach, we can improve intelligence itself. Future Bright introduces the radical view that intelligence 
can be learned. Ranging from the search for Einstein's brain to the curious case of a railroad worker 
whose frontal lobe was pierced by a tamping iron, Martinez looks at some of the most fascinating stories 
in the history of cognitive science, revealing how researchers have sought insight into intelligence by 
understanding more about the brain. We see how the physical structures of the brain relate to how 
we think, discover how memories are made, and examine the several kinds of intelligence. Martinez 
then explores the astonishing evidence from recent cognitive science that intelligence can be learned. 
Equally important, he concludes with ten strategies for enhancing our intelligence, beginning with 
the all-important idea of making improved intelligence a conscious goal, and including such ideas as 
reading books, learning to be an expert, finding where our talents lie and, not least, eating well and 
exercising, both of which improve brain function significantly. Genetics is only one of the factors that 



shape our intelligence. Future Bright highlights the many ways that the environment and education can 
increase our brain power, promoting the growth of a more intelligent society--one that will lead us into 
a brighter future indeed.

Rethinking Intelligence

The Arthur M. Sackler Colloquia of the National Academy of Sciences address scientific topics of broad 
and current interest, cutting across the boundaries of traditional disciplines. Each year, four or five such 
colloquia are scheduled, typically two days in length and international in scope. Colloquia are organized 
by a member of the Academy, often with the assistance of an organizing committee, and feature 
presentations by leading scientists in the field and discussions with a hundred or more researchers 
with an interest in the topic. Colloquia presentations are recorded and posted on the National Academy 
of Sciences Sackler colloquia website and published on CD-ROM. These Colloquia are made possible 
by a generous gift from Mrs. Jill Sackler, in memory of her husband, Arthur M. Sackler.

Future Bright

Social Intelligence Guide: This book is about social intelligence and the many ways you can develop and 
improve this type of intelligence in your life. In this book, you will find the term emotional intelligence, as 
well, but it is not to be confused with the main focus of social intelligence. In this book, you will find out 
the core functions of social intelligence that make it crucial to sustaining a fulfilling life. This book talks 
about disorders associated with difficulty in developing social intelligence, but also how to overcome 
such difficulty. You will learn about cultural barriers and influences that surround the social aspect of 
the world and how to help your child grow up in a continuously changing universe. This book ends on 
a positive note about how you can add the attributes of successful people, such as Oprah Winfrey, into 
your own existing qualities and how you can use social intelligence to promote your success like she 
has. So what are you waiting for? Do you want to change your life? Do you want to break through what's 
holding you back from getting promotions and opportunities? Do you want to have the confidence to 
surround yourself by amazing people while being that amazing person yourself? Buy this book and 
don't be disappointed. Read the introduction, I dare you

In the Light of Evolution

This is the first collection of articles completely and explicitly devoted to the new field of 'comparative 
developmental evolutionary psychology' - that is, to studies of primate abilities based on frameworks 
drawn from developmental psychology and evolutionary biology. These frameworks include Piagetian 
and neo-Piagetian models as well as psycholinguistic ones. The articles in this collection - originating 
in Japan, Spain, Italy, France, Canada and the United States - represent a variety of backgrounds 
in human and nonhuman primate research, including psycholinguistics, developmental psychology, 
cultural and physical anthropology, ethology, and comparative psychology. The book focuses on such 
areas as the nature of culture, intelligence, language, and imitation; the differences among species in 
mental abilities and developmental patterns; and the evolution of life histories and of mental abilities 
and their neurological bases. The species studied include the African grey parrot, cebus and macaque 
monkeys, gorillas, orangutans, and both common and pygmy chimpanzees.

Social Intelligence Guide: Comprehensive Beginner's Guide to Learn the Simple and Effective 
Methods of Social Intelligence

Numerous functions, cognitive skills, and behaviors are associated with intelligence, yet decades of 
research has yielded little consensus on its definition. Emerging from often conflicting studies is the 
provocative idea that intelligence evolved as an adaptation humans needed to keep up with – and 
survive in – challenging new environments. The Handbook of Intelligence addresses a broad range of 
issues relating to our cognitive and linguistic past. It is the first full-length volume to place intelligence in 
an evolutionary/cultural framework, tracing the development of the human mind, exploring differences 
between humans and other primates, and addressing human thinking and reasoning about its own 
intelligence and its uses. The works of pioneering thinkers – from Plato to Darwin, Binet to Piaget, 
Luria to Weachsler – are referenced to illustrate major events in the evolution of theories of intelligence, 
leading to the current era of multiple intelligences and special education programs. In addition, it 
examines evolutionary concepts in areas as diverse as creativity, culture, neurocognition, emotional 
intelligence, and assessment. Featured topics include: The evolution of the human brain from matter 
to mind Social competition and the evolution of fluid intelligence Multiple intelligences in the new age 



of thinking Intelligence as a malleable construct From traditional IQ to second-generation intelligence 
tests The evolution of intelligence, including implications for educational programming and policy. The 
Handbook of Intelligence is an essential resource for researchers, graduate students, clinicians, and 
professionals in developmental psychology; assessment, testing and evaluation; language philosophy; 
personality and social psychology; sociology; and developmental biology.

'Language' and Intelligence in Monkeys and Apes

Social relationships play a central role in the evolution and development of human culture and cognition. 
Volume 39 of the Minnesota Symposium on Child Psychology (Development of the Social Brain) 
adresses the ontogeny and phylogeny of the social brain from multiple perspectives and levels of 
analysis. The chapters in this volume shed light on shared versus unique features of social information 
processing across different species, and sketch out some of the cognitive and neural mechanisms that 
underlie such processing. A collection of chapters from distinguished contibutors offer new insights into 
the unique nature of human development. Flexibly and efficiently navigating the complex dynamics of 
social interaction remains one of the remarkable achievements of human evolution. As life in social 
contexts evolved, so did information processing abilities that afforded new ways of interacting with 
others, emerging into what we now refer to as cultural cognition or cultural practices. The primary 
objective of the current volume was to consider phylogenetic and ontogenetic influence on specialized 
social information processing capactities. The volume brings together, for the first time, distinguished 
research scholars to consider central themes and principles associated with the development of the 
social brain. Readers will take away a fresh perspective on nature of human nature.

Handbook of Intelligence

Emotional Intelligence was an international phenomenon, appearing on the New York Times bestseller 
list for over a year and selling more than five million copies worldwide. Now, once again, Daniel Goleman 
has written a groundbreaking synthesis of the latest findings in biology and brain science, revealing 
that we are “wired to connect” and the surprisingly deep impact of our relationships on every aspect of 
our lives. Far more than we are consciously aware, our daily encounters with parents, spouses, bosses, 
and even strangers shape our brains and affect cells throughout our bodies—down to the level of our 
genes—for good or ill. In Social Intelligence, Daniel Goleman explores an emerging new science with 
startling implications for our interpersonal world. Its most fundamental discovery: we are designed for 
sociability, constantly engaged in a “neural ballet” that connects us brain to brain with those around us. 
Our reactions to others, and theirs to us, have a far-reaching biological impact, sending out cascades of 
hormones that regulate everything from our hearts to our immune systems, making good relationships 
act like vitamins—and bad relationships like poisons. We can “catch” other people’s emotions the way 
we catch a cold, and the consequences of isolation or relentless social stress can be life-shortening. 
Goleman explains the surprising accuracy of first impressions, the basis of charisma and emotional 
power, the complexity of sexual attraction, and how we detect lies. He describes the “dark side” of social 
intelligence, from narcissism to Machiavellianism and psychopathy. He also reveals our astonishing 
capacity for “mindsight,” as well as the tragedy of those, like autistic children, whose mindsight is 
impaired. Is there a way to raise our children to be happy? What is the basis of a nourishing marriage? 
How can business leaders and teachers inspire the best in those they lead and teach? How can groups 
divided by prejudice and hatred come to live together in peace? The answers to these questions may 
not be as elusive as we once thought. And Goleman delivers his most heartening news with powerful 
conviction: we humans have a built-in bias toward empathy, cooperation, and altruism–provided we 
develop the social intelligence to nurture these capacities in ourselves and others.

Development of the Social Brain, Volume 39

“[Nisbett] weighs in forcefully and articulately . . . [using] a thoroughly appealing style to engage 
. . . throughout.”—Publishers Weekly Who are smarter, Asians or Westerners? Are there genetic 
explanations for group differences in test scores? From the damning research of The Bell Curve to 
the more recent controversy surrounding geneticist James Watson’s statements, one factor has been 
consistently left out of the equation: culture. In the tradition of Stephen Jay Gould’s The Mismeasure of 
Man, world-class social psychologist Richard E. Nisbett takes on the idea of intelligence as biologically 
determined and impervious to culture with vast implications for the role of education as it relates to 
social and economic development. Intelligence and How to Get It asserts that intellect is not primarily 
genetic but is principally determined by societal influences.

Social Intelligence



10 Ways To Tap Into Your Social Genius By Developing Your Social Intelligence You Can Understand 
And Appreciate Everyone You Meet; What Motivates Them, What Their Personal Needs Are, And How 
You Can Make Them Comfortable And Pleased To Be With You.With Four Colour Maps And Lively 
Text This Book Shows You How To:Improve Every Aspect Of Your Social Skills, Both In Relationships 
And At WorkBecome More ConfidentHave A More Active And Successful Social LifeBecome A Better 
Communicator And A A Fearless Public SpeakerImprove Every Aspect Of Your Social Skills, In 
Relationships And At Work

Social Cognition

Have you ever wondered why psychologists still can't agree on what intelligence is? Or felt dismayed 
by debates around individual differences? Criticising the pitfalls of IQ testing, this book explains 
the true nature of intelligent systems, and their evolution from cells to brains to culture and human 
minds. Understanding Intelligence debunks many of the myths and misunderstandings surrounding 
intelligence. It takes a new look at the nature of the environment and the development of 'talent' and 
achievement. This brings fresh and radical implications for promoting intelligence and creativity, and 
prompts readers to reconsider their own possibilities and aspirations. Providing a broad context to the 
subject, the author also unmasks the ideological distortions of intelligence in racism and eugenics, and 
the suppressed expectations across social classes and genders. This book is a must-read for anyone 
curious about our own intelligence.

Intelligence and How to Get It: Why Schools and Cultures Count

This book springs from a conference held in Stockholm in May June 1988 on Culture, Language 
and Artificial Intelligence. It assembled more than 300 researchers and practitioners in the fields of 
technology, philosophy, history of ideas, literature, lin guistics, social science, etc. It was an initiative 
from the Swedish Center for Working Life, based on the project AI-Based Systems and the Future 
of Language, Knowledge and Responsibility in Professions within the COST 13 programme of the 
European Commission. Participants in the conference, or in some cases researchers related to its aims, 
were chosen to contribute to this book. It was preceded by Knowledge, Skill and Artificial Intelligence 
(ed. B. G6ranzon and 1. Josefson, Springer-Verlag, London, 1988) and will be followed by Dialogue and 
Technology (ed. M. Florin and B. Goranzon, Springer-Verlag, London, 1990). The contributors' thinking 
in this field varies greatly; so do their styles of writing. For example: contributors have varied in their 
choice of 'he' or 'he/she' for the third person. No distinction is intended but chapters have been left with 
the original usage to avoid extensive changes. Similarly, individual contributor's preferences as to notes 
or references lists have been followed. We want to thank our researcher Satinder P. Gill for excellent 
work with summaries and indexes, and Sandi Irvine of Springer Verlag for eminent editorial work.

Power Of Social Intelligence

Do we ever think why people around us do not come along with us? Have you ever thought why some 
people are more favored by their bosses than others? Why are successful people happier or are happy 
people more successful? What did you do when you had to work in a team with a lazy colleague? 
Human Behaviuor tries to explore and answer many more such questions about when people work in 
a group. How their emotional or social intelligence work in organisations and often may induce stress. 
Their answers may lie in understanding human behavior and the most important factors which affect 
it. Human Behaviour answers some of these basic concepts which all of us tries to explore.

Understanding Intelligence

Recent neuroscience research makes it clear that human biology is cultural biology - we develop and 
live our lives in socially constructed worlds that vary widely in their structure values, and institutions. 
This integrative volume brings together interdisciplinary perspectives from the human, social, and 
biological sciences to explore culture, mind, and brain interactions and their impact on personal and 
societal issues. Contributors provide a fresh look at emerging concepts, models, and applications of the 
co-constitution of culture, mind, and brain. Chapters survey the latest theoretical and methodological 
insights alongside the challenges in this area, and describe how these new ideas are being applied in 
the sciences, humanities, arts, mental health, and everyday life. Readers will gain new appreciation of 
the ways in which our unique biology and cultural diversity shape behavior and experience, and our 
ongoing adaptation to a constantly changing world.



Artifical Intelligence, Culture and Language: On Education and Work

Culture as Embodiment utilizes recent insights inpsychology, cognitive, and affective science to reveal 
the culturalpatterning of behavior in group-related practices. Applies the best of the behavioural sci-
ences to contemporaryissues of behavioural cross-fertilization in globalexchange Presents an original 
theory to be used in the gender andintegration debates, about what the acceptance of newcomers 
fromdifferent cultural backgrounds really entails Presents a theory that is also applicable to youth 
culture andthe split in modern society between underclass, modal class, andthe elite Contains an 
original approach to the persistence of religion,and relates religious thought to the cognitive capacity 
of genericbelief

Human Behaviour

The ability to communicate through language is such a fundamental part of human existence that we 
often take it for granted, rarely considering how sophisticated the process is by which we understand 
and make ourselves understood. In The Extended Mind, acclaimed author Robert K. Logan examines 
the origin, emergence, and co-evolution of language, the human mind, and culture. Building on his 
previous study, The Sixth Language (2000) and making use of emergence theory, Logan seeks 
to explain how language emerged to deal with the complexity of hominid existence brought about 
by tool-making, control of fire, social intelligence, coordinated hunting and gathering, and mimetic 
communication. The resulting emergence of language, he argues, signifies a fundemental change in 
the functioning of the human mind a shift from percept-based thought to concept-based thought. From 
the perspective of the Extended Mind model, Logan provides an alternative to and critique of Noam 
Chomskys approach to the origin of language. He argues that language can be treated as an organism 
that evolved to be easily acquired, obviating the need for the hard-wiring of Chomskys Language 
Acquisition Device. In addition Logan shows how, according to this model, culture itself can be treated 
as an organism that has evolved to be easily attained, revealing the universality of human culture as 
well as providing an insight as to how altruism might have originated. Bringing timely insights to a 
fascinating field of inquiry, The Extended Mind will be sure to find a wide readership.

Culture, Mind, and Brain

Being social is as fundamental to our survival as our ability to navigate the world through vision and 
reason. In this book, Matthew Lieberman draws on the latest research in the newly emerging field of 
social cognitive neuroscience to show that social interaction has moulded the evolution of our brains: 
we are wired to be social.

Culture as Embodiment

If you think that intelligence emanates from the mind and that reasoning necessitates the suppression 
of emotion, you’d better think again—or rather not “think” at all. In his provocative new book, Guy 
Claxton draws on the latest findings in neuroscience and psychology to reveal how our bodies—long 
dismissed as mere conveyances—actually constitute the core of our intelligent life. From the endocrinal 
means by which our organs communicate to the instantaneous decision-making prompted by external 
phenomena, our bodies are able to perform intelligent computations that we either overlook or wrongly 
attribute to our brains. Embodied intelligence is one of the most exciting areas in contemporary 
philosophy and neuropsychology, and Claxton shows how the privilege given to cerebral thinking 
has taken a toll on modern society, resulting in too much screen time, the diminishment of skilled 
craftsmanship, and an overvaluing of white-collar over blue-collar labor. Discussing techniques that will 
help us reconnect with our bodies, Claxton shows how an appreciation of the body’s intelligence will 
enrich all our lives.

Beliefs and Social Intelligence

This Handbook examines disparities in public health by highlighting recent theoretical and methodologi-
cal advances in cultural neuroscience. It traces the interactions of cultural, biological, and environmental 
factors that create adverse physical and mental health conditions among populations, and investigates 
how the policies of cultural and governmental institutions influence such outcomes. In addition to 
providing an overview of the current research, chapters demonstrate how a cultural neuroscience 
approach to the study of the mind, brain, and behavior can help stabilize the quality of health of societies 
at large. The volume will appeal especially to graduate students and professional scholars working 



in psychology and population genetics. The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Neuroscience represents 
the first collection of scholarly contributions from the International Cultural Neuroscience Consortium 
(ICNC), an interdisciplinary group of scholars from epidemiology, anthropology, psychology, neuro-
science, genetics, and psychiatry dedicated to advancing an understanding of culture and health 
using theory and methods from cultural neuroscience. The Handbook is intended to introduce future 
generations of scholars to foundations in cultural neuroscience, and to equip them to address the grand 
challenges in global mental health in the twenty-first century.

The Extended Mind

This exciting new version of the classic text, Social Cognition, describes the increasingly complete link 
between neuroscience and culture. Highlighting the cutting-edge research in social neuropsychology, 
mainstream experimental social-cognitive psychology, and cultural psychology, it retains the authors’ 
unique ability to be both scholarly and entertaining. Reader-friendly style and concise summaries 
combine with the authors’ engaging perspectives on this flourishing field. Comprehensive without 
being overwhelming, this new standard for the field brings with it a new organization reflecting current 
consensus open issues of the field, and its trajectory into the future.

Social

Where does consciousness come from? What is it? Where is it taking us? In 1971 Nicholas Humphrey 
spent three months at Dian Fossey's gorilla research centre in Rwanda. It was there, among the 
mountain gorillas that he began to focus on the philosophical and scientific puzzle that has fascinated 
him ever since: the problem of how a human being or animal can know what it is like to be itself. The Inner 
Eye describes where these original speculations led: to Humphrey's now celebrated theories of the 
'social function of intellect' and of human beings as natural born 'mind-readers'. Easy to read, adorned 
with Mel Calman's brilliant illustrations, passionately argued, yet never less than scientifically profound, 
this book remains the best introduction to new thinking about 'theory of mind' and its implication for 
human social life.

Intelligence in the Flesh

The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Neuroscience
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