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How Markets Fail

How did we get to where we are? John Cassidy shows that the roots of our most recent financial failure 
lie not with individuals, but with an idea - the idea that markets are inherently rational. He gives us 
the big picture behind the financial headlines, tracing the rise and fall of free market ideology from 
Adam Smith to Milton Friedman and Alan Greenspan. Full of wit, sense and, above all, a deeper 
understanding, How Markets Fail argues for the end of 'utopian' economics, and the beginning of a 
pragmatic, reality-based way of thinking. A very good history of economic thought Economist How 
Markets Fail offers a brilliant intellectual framework . . . fine work New York Times An essential, grittily 
intellectual, yet compelling guide to the financial debacle of 2009 Geordie Greig, Evening Standard A 
powerful argument . . . Cassidy makes a compelling case that a return to hands-off economics would 
be a disaster BusinessWeek This book is a well constructed, thoughtful and cogent account of how 
capitalism evolved to its current form Telegraph Books of the Year recommendation John Cassidy ... 
describe[s] that mix of insight and madness that brought the world's system to its knees FT, Book of the 
Year recommendation Anyone who enjoys a good read can safely embark on this tour with Cassidy as 
their guide . . . Like his colleague Malcolm Gladwell [at the New Yorker], Cassidy is able to lead us with 
beguiling lucidity through unfamiliar territory New Statesman John Cassidy has covered economics 
and finance at The New Yorker magazine since 1995, writing on topics ranging from Alan Greenspan 
to the Iraqi oil industry and English journalism. He is also now a Contributing Editor at Portfolio where he 
writes the monthly Economics column. Two of his articles have been nominated for National Magazine 
Awards: an essay on Karl Marx, which appeared in October, 1997, and an account of the death of 
the British weapons scientist David Kelly, which was published in December, 2003. He has previously 
written for Sunday Times in as well as the New York Post, where he edited the Business section and 
then served as the deputy editor. In 2002, Cassidy published his first book, Dot.Con. He lives in New 
York.
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"How Markets Fail" offers a new, enlightening way to understand the force of the irrational in our 
volatile global economy. Why do many people contribute generously to charity but fail to save for their 
own retirement? What is the economic answer to global warming? Using fascinating new insights 
from behavioural economics, and vivid contemporary and historical examples, Cassidy explains that 
individual behavioural biases and kinks--such as overconfidence, envy, and a sense of altruism and 
fairness--all help us understand the world in ways that rational-choice economics does not. This is the 
book that explains both the current moment and such past and future moments. We will continue to get 
things wrong. But at least now we will be having the right conversation.

How Markets Fail

Behind the alarming headlines about job losses, bank bailouts, and corporate greed is a little-known 
story of bad ideas. For fifty years or more, economists have been busy developing elegant theories 
of how markets work—how they facilitate innovation, wealth creation, and an efficient allocation of 
society's resources. But what about when markets don't work? What about when they lead to stock 
market bubbles, glaring inequality, polluted rivers, real estate crashes, and credit crunches? In How 
Markets Fail, John Cassidy describes the rising influence of what he calls utopian economics—thinking 
that is blind to how real people act and that denies the many ways an unregulated free market can 
produce disastrous unintended consequences. He then looks to the leading edge of economic theory, 
including behavioral economics, to offer a new understanding of the economy—one that casts aside 
the old assumption that people and firms make decisions purely on the basis of rational self-interest. 
Taking the global financial crisis and current recession as his starting point, Cassidy explores a world 
in which everybody is connected and social contagion is the norm. In such an environment, he shows, 
individual behavioral biases and kinks—overconfidence, envy, copycat behavior, and myopia—often 
give rise to troubling macroeconomic phenomena, such as oil price spikes, CEO greed cycles, and 
boom-and-bust waves in the housing market. These are the inevitable outcomes of what Cassidy 
refers to as "rational irrationality"—self-serving behavior in a modern market setting. Combining 
on-the-ground reporting, clear explanations of esoteric economic theories, and even a little crystal-ball 
gazing, Cassidy warns that in today's economic crisis, conforming to antiquated orthodoxies isn't just 
misguided—it's downright dangerous. How Markets Fail offers a new, enlightening way to understand 
the force of the irrational in our volatile global economy.

How Markets Fail

A critical assessment of the economic orthodoxies behind the current global financial crisis examines 
the growing field of behavioral economics to identify the interconnectedness of the world and how it 
gives way to price spikes and boom-and-bust cycles.

How Markets Fail

Veteran New Yorker staff writer John Cassidy offers a provocative take on the misguided economic 
thinking that produced the 2008 financial crisis—now with a new preface addressing how its lessons 
remain unheeded in the present, as we're facing the worst economic catastrophe since the Great 
Depression. A Pulitzer Prize Finalist An Economist Book of the Year A Businessweek Best Book of 
the Year For fifty years, economists have been developing elegant theories or how markets facilitate 
innovation, create wealth, and allocate society's resources efficiently. But what about when they fail, 
when they lead us to stock market bubbles, glaring inequality, polluted rivers, and credit crunches? In 
this updated and expanded edition of How Markets Fail, John Cassidy describes the rising influence 
of "utopian economies"—the thinking that is blind to how real people act and that denies the many 
ways an unregulated free market can bring on disaster. Combining on-the-ground reporting and 
clear explanations of economic theories Cassidy warns that in today's economic crisis, following old 
orthodoxies isn't just misguided—it's downright dangerous.

The Fearful Rise of Markets

Are we barreling toward another massive global financial catastrophe? How can so many bubbles 
form all at once? Why are so many “disconnected” markets now capable of collapsing in unison? In 
this remarkably readable book, award-winning Financial Times columnist John Authers takes on these 
critical questions and offers deeply sobering answers. Authers reveals how the first truly global super 
bubble was inflated—and might now be inflating again. He illuminates the multiple roots of repeated 
financial crises: a massive shift in investing power from individuals to big institutions; the migration of 



key decisions from banks to capital markets; the wholesale financialization of many asset classes; and 
fundamental failures of both theory and policy. The Fearful Rise of Markets presents a truly global view, 
avoiding oversimplifications and ideology as it outlines how we got here and where we stand. Even more 
valuable, it offers realistic solutions—for decision-makers who want to prevent disaster and investors 
who want to survive it. The herd grows ever larger—and more dangerous How institutional investing, 
indexing, and efficient markets theory promote herding Cheap money and irrational exuberance Super 
fuel for super bubbles Too big to fail: the whole story of moral hazard Banks, hedge funds, and beyond 
Danger signs of the next bubble Forex, equity, credit, and commodity markets move once more in 
alignment

WRONG

Presents an analysis of major economic crises over the past two hundred years.

Digital Cash

The fascinating untold story of digital cash and its creators—from experiments in the 1970s to the 
mania over Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies Bitcoin may appear to be a revolutionary form of digital 
cash without precedent or prehistory. In fact, it is only the best-known recent experiment in a long line 
of similar efforts going back to the 1970s. But the story behind cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and its 
blockchain technology has largely been untold—until now. In Digital Cash, Finn Brunton reveals how 
technological utopians and political radicals created experimental money to bring about their visions of 
the future: to protect privacy, bring down governments, prepare for apocalypse, or launch a civilization 
of innovation and abundance that would make its creators immortal. Filled with marvelous characters, 
stories, and ideas, Digital Cash is an engaging and accessible account of the strange origins and 
remarkable technologies behind today's cryptocurrency explosion.

Age of Greed

A vividly told history of how greed bred America’s economic ills over the last forty years, and of the men 
most responsible for them. As Jeff Madrick makes clear in a narrative at once sweeping, fast-paced, 
and incisive, the single-minded pursuit of huge personal wealth has been on the rise in the United 
States since the 1970s, led by a few individuals who have argued that self-interest guides society 
more effectively than community concerns. These stewards of American capitalism have insisted on 
the central and essential place of accumulated wealth through the booms, busts, and recessions of the 
last half century, giving rise to our current woes. In telling the stories of these politicians, economists, 
and financiers who declared a moral battle for freedom but instead gave rise to an age of greed, 
Madrick traces the lineage of some of our nation’s most pressing economic problems. He begins with 
Walter Wriston, head of what would become Citicorp, who led the battle against government regulation. 
He examines the ideas of economist Milton Friedman, who created the plan for an anti-Rooseveltian 
America; the politically expedient decisions of Richard Nixon that fueled inflation; the philosophy of 
Alan Greenspan, on whose libertarian ideology a house of cards was built on Wall Street; and the 
actions of Sandy Weill, who constructed the largest financial institution in the world, which would have 
gone bankrupt in 2008 without a federal bailout of $45 billion. Significant figures including Ivan Boesky, 
Michael Milken, Jack Welch, and Ronald Reagan play key roles as well. Intense economic inequity and 
instability is the story of our age, and Jeff Madrick tells it with style, clarity, and an unerring command 
of his subject.

How the Other Half Banks

The United States has two separate banking systems today—one serving the well-to-do and another 
exploiting everyone else. How the Other Half Banks contributes to the growing conversation on Ameri-
can inequality by highlighting one of its prime causes: unequal credit. Mehrsa Baradaran examines how 
a significant portion of the population, deserted by banks, is forced to wander through a Wild West of 
payday lenders and check-cashing services to cover emergency expenses and pay for necessities—all 
thanks to deregulation that began in the 1970s and continues decades later. “Baradaran argues 
persuasively that the banking industry, fattened on public subsidies (including too-big-to-fail bailouts), 
owes low-income families a better deal...How the Other Half Banks is well researched and clearly 
written...The bankers who fully understand the system are heavily invested in it. Books like this are 
written for the rest of us.” —Nancy Folbre, New York Times Book Review “How the Other Half Banks 



tells an important story, one in which we have allowed the profit motives of banks to trump the public 
interest.” —Lisa J. Servon, American Prospect

The Myth of the Rational Market

“Do we really need yet another book about the financial crisis? Yes, we do—because this one is 
different….A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the mess we’re in.” —Paul Krugman, 
New York Times Book Review “Fox makes business history thrilling.” —St. Louis Post-Dispatch A lively 
history of ideas, The Myth of the Rational Market by former Time Magazine economics columnist Justin 
Fox, describes with insight and wit the rise and fall of the world’s most influential investing idea: the 
efficient markets theory. Both a New York Times bestseller and Notable Book of the Year—longlisted for 
the Financial Times Business Book of the Year Award and named one of Library Journal Best Business 
Books of the Year—The Myth of the Rational Market carries readers from the earliest days of Wall Street 
to the current financial crisis, debunking the long-held myth that the stock market is always right in the 
process while intelligently exploring the replacement theory of behavioral economics.

The Aid Trap

Over the past twenty years more citizens in China and India have raised themselves out of poverty 
than anywhere else at any time in history. They accomplished this through the local business sector 
the leading source of prosperity for all rich countries. In most of Africa and other poor regions the 
business sector is weak, but foreign aid continues to fund government and NGOs. Switching aid to 
the local business sector in order to cultivate a middle class is the oldest, surest, and only way to 
eliminate poverty in poor countries. A bold fusion of ethics and smart business, The Aid Trap shows 
how the same energy, goodwill, and money that we devote to charity can help local business thrive. R. 
Glenn Hubbard and William Duggan, two leading scholars in business and finance, demonstrate that 
by diverting a major share of charitable aid into the local business sector of poor countries, citizens can 
take the lead in the growth of their own economies. Although the aid system supports noble goals, a 
local well-digging company cannot compete with a foreign charity that digs wells for free. By investing 
in that local company a sustainable system of development can take root.

National System of Political Economy - Volume 2: The Theory

One of the most prominent economic philosophers of the 19th century, on a par with-but espousing 
quite different thinking than-Karl Marx and Adam Smith explores, in the three-volume National System 
of Political Economy, a reasoned doctrine of national and pan-national management of trade, a global 
collaboration between government and business. In Volume 2, he delineates his theory of supportive 
interconnectedness, discussing everything from the value of the individual's ability to produce wealth 
to the edge established businesses have over new ones. A close reading of this 1841 classic is an 
absolute necessity for anyone who hopes to understand world economic history of the last 150 years. 
German economist and journalist FRIEDRICH LIST (1789-1846) served as professor of administration 
and politics at the University of T bingen, but was later jailed and later exiled to America for his political 
views. His is also the author of Outlines of American Political Economy (1827).

The Globalization Paradox

For a century, economists have driven forward the cause of globalization in financial institutions, labour 
markets, and trade. Yet there have been consistent warning signs that a global economy and free trade 
might not always be advantageous. Where are the pressure points? What could be done about them? 
Dani Rodrik examines the back-story from its seventeenth-century origins through the milestones of 
the gold standard, the Bretton Woods Agreement, and the Washington Consensus, to the present day. 
Although economic globalization has enabled unprecedented levels of prosperity in advanced countries 
and has been a boon to hundreds of millions of poor workers in China and elsewhere in Asia, it is a 
concept that rests on shaky pillars, he contends. Its long-term sustainability is not a given. The heart 
of Rodrik’s argument is a fundamental 'trilemma': that we cannot simultaneously pursue democracy, 
national self-determination, and economic globalization. Give too much power to governments, and you 
have protectionism. Give markets too much freedom, and you have an unstable world economy with 
little social and political support from those it is supposed to help. Rodrik argues for smart globalization, 
not maximum globalization.

Principles of Political Economy



Money is our global language. Yet so few of us can speak it. The language of the economic elite can 
be complex, jargon-filled and completely baffling. Above all, the language of money is the language of 
power - power in the hands of the same economic elite. Now John Lanchester, bestselling author of 
Capital and Whoops! sets out to decode the world of finance for all of us, explaining everything from 
high-frequency trading and the World Bank to the difference between bullshit and nonsense. As funny 
as it is devastating, How To Speak Money is a primer and a polemic. It's a reference book you'll find 
yourself reading in one sitting. And it gives you everything you need to demystify the world of high 
finance - the world that dominates how we all live now.

How to Speak Money

You know that Pat Robertson is a world-famous televangelist, but did you know that he's also an expert 
in financial matters? In his weekly broadcast segment, "Money Monday\

Right on the Money

The last quarter century has seen a broad, but qualified, belief in the efficacy of market organization 
slide into an unyielding dogma that the market, as unconstrained as possible, is the best way to govern 
virtually all economic activity. However, unrestricted markets can often lead to gross inequalities in 
access to important resources, the creation of monopolies, and other negative effects that require 
regulation or public subsidies to remedy. In The Limits of Market Organization, editor Richard Nelson 
and a group of economic experts take a more sophisticated look at the public/private debate, noting 
where markets are useful, where they can be effective only if augmented by non-market mechanisms, 
and where they are simply inappropriate. The Limits of Market Organization examines the appropri-
ateness of markets in four areas where support for privatization varies widely: human services, public 
utilities, science and technology, and activities where market involvement is altogether inappropriate. 
Richard Murnane makes the case that a social interest in providing equal access to high quality 
education means that for school voucher plans to be effective, substantial government oversight is 
necessary. Federal involvement in a transcontinental railroad system was initially applauded, but recent 
financial troubles at Amtrak have prompted many to call for privatization of the rails. Yet contributor 
Elliot Sclar argues that public subsidies are the only way to maintain this vital part of the American 
transportation infrastructure. While market principles can promote competition and foster innovation, 
applying them in certain areas can actually stifle progress. Nelson argues that aggressive patenting 
has hindered scientific research by restricting access to tools and processes that could be used to 
generate new findings. He suggests that some kind of exception to patent law should be made for 
scientists who seek to build off of patented findings and then put their research results into the public 
domain. In other spheres, market organization is altogether unsuitable. Legal expert Richard Briffault 
looks at one such example—the democratic political process—and profiles the successes and failures 
of campaign finance reform in preventing parties from buying political influence. This important volume 
shows that market organization has its virtues, but also its drawbacks. Just as regulation can be 
over-applied, so too can market principles. The Limits of Market Organization encourages readers to 
think more discriminately about the march toward privatization, and to remember the importance of 
public institutions.

The Limits of Market Organization

This is a sceptical history of the internet/stock market boom. John Cassidy argues that what we have 
just witnessed wasn't simply a stock market bubble; it was a social and cultural phenomenon driven 
by broad historical forces. Cassidy explains how these forces combined to produce the buying hysteria 
that drove the prices of loss-making companies into the stratosphere. Much has been made of Alan 
Greenspan's phrase irrational exuberance, but Cassidy shows that there was nothing irrational about 
what happened. The people involved - fund managers, stock analysts, journalists and pundits - were 
simply acting in their own self-interest.

Dot.con

The Internet stock bubble wasn't just about goggle-eyed day traderstrying to get rich on the Nasdaq and 
goateed twenty-five-year-olds playing wannabe Bill Gates. It was also about an America that believed it 
had discovered the secret of eternal prosperity: it said something about all of us, and what we thought 
about ourselves, as the twenty-first century dawned. John Cassidy's Dot.con brings this tumultuous 



episode to life. Moving from the Cold War Pentagon to Silicon Valley to Wall Street and into the homes 
of millions of Americans, Cassidy tells the story of the great boom and bust in an authoritative and 
entertaining narrative. Featuring all the iconic figures of the Internet era -- Marc Andreessen, Jeff Bezos, 
Steve Case, Alan Greenspan, and many others -- and with a new Afterword on the aftermath of the 
bust, Dot.con is a panoramic and stirring account of human greed and gullibility.

Dot.con

From acclaimed economists George Akerlof and Robert Shiller, the case for why government is 
needed to restore confidence in the economy The global financial crisis has made it painfully clear that 
powerful psychological forces are imperiling the wealth of nations today. From blind faith in ever-rising 
housing prices to plummeting confidence in capital markets, "animal spirits" are driving financial 
events worldwide. In this book, acclaimed economists George Akerlof and Robert Shiller challenge 
the economic wisdom that got us into this mess, and put forward a bold new vision that will transform 
economics and restore prosperity. Akerlof and Shiller reassert the necessity of an active government 
role in economic policymaking by recovering the idea of animal spirits, a term John Maynard Keynes 
used to describe the gloom and despondence that led to the Great Depression and the changing 
psychology that accompanied recovery. Like Keynes, Akerlof and Shiller know that managing these 
animal spirits requires the steady hand of government—simply allowing markets to work won't do it. 
In rebuilding the case for a more robust, behaviorally informed Keynesianism, they detail the most 
pervasive effects of animal spirits in contemporary economic life—such as confidence, fear, bad faith, 
corruption, a concern for fairness, and the stories we tell ourselves about our economic fortunes—and 
show how Reaganomics, Thatcherism, and the rational expectations revolution failed to account for 
them. Animal Spirits offers a road map for reversing the financial misfortunes besetting us today. Read 
it and learn how leaders can channel animal spirits—the powerful forces of human psychology that 
are afoot in the world economy today. In a new preface, they describe why our economic troubles may 
linger for some time—unless we are prepared to take further, decisive action.

Animal Spirits

Prominent economists reconsider the fundamentals of economic policy for a post-crisis world. In 
2011, the International Monetary Fund invited prominent economists and economic policymakers to 
consider the brave new world of the post-crisis global economy. The result is a book that captures 
the state of macroeconomic thinking at a transformational moment. The crisis and the weak recovery 
that has followed raise fundamental questions concerning macroeconomics and economic policy. 
These top economists discuss future directions for monetary policy, fiscal policy, financial regulation, 
capital-account management, growth strategies, the international monetary system, and the economic 
models that should underpin thinking about critical policy choices. Contributors Olivier Blanchard, 
Ricardo Caballero, Charles Collyns, Arminio Fraga, Már Guðmundsson, Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Otmar 
Issing, Olivier Jeanne, Rakesh Mohan, Maurice Obstfeld, José Antonio Ocampo, Guillermo Ortiz, Y. 
V. Reddy, Dani Rodrik, David Romer, Paul Romer, Andrew Sheng, Hyun Song Shin, Parthasarathi 
Shome, Robert Solow, Michael Spence, Joseph Stiglitz, Adair Turner

Free Market Economics

Inside markets, innovation, and risk Why do markets keep crashing and why are financial crises greater 
than ever before? As the risk manager to some of the leading firms on Wall Street–from Morgan 
Stanley to Salomon and Citigroup–and a member of some of the world’s largest hedge funds, from 
Moore Capital to Ziff Brothers and FrontPoint Partners, Rick Bookstaber has seen the ghost inside 
the machine and vividly shows us a world that is even riskier than we think. The very things done to 
make markets safer, have, in fact, created a world that is far more dangerous. From the 1987 crash 
to Citigroup closing the Salomon Arb unit, from staggering losses at UBS to the demise of Long-Term 
Capital Management, Bookstaber gives readers a front row seat to the management decisions made 
by some of the most powerful financial figures in the world that led to catastrophe, and describes the 
impact of his own activities on markets and market crashes. Much of the innovation of the last 30 years 
has wreaked havoc on the markets and cost trillions of dollars. A Demon of Our Own Design tells the 
story of man’s attempt to manage market risk and what it has wrought. In the process of showing what 
we have done, Bookstaber shines a light on what the future holds for a world where capital and power 
have moved from Wall Street institutions to elite and highly leveraged hedge funds.



In the Wake of the Crisis

The history of money and its violent and oppressive origins from slavery to war—by the author of Global 
Slump. In most accounts of the origins of money we are offered pleasant tales in which it arises to the 
mutual benefit of all parties as a result of barter. But in this groundbreaking study, David McNally reveals 
the true story of money’s origins and development as one of violence and human bondage. Money’s 
emergence and its transformation are shown to be intimately connected to the buying and selling of 
slaves and the waging of war. Blood and Money demonstrates the ways that money has “internalized” 
its violent origins, making clear that it has become a concentrated force of social power and domination. 
Where Adam Smith observed that monetary wealth represents “command over labor,” this paradigm 
shifting book amends his view to define money as comprising the command over persons and their 
bodies. “This fascinating and informative study, rich in novel insights, treats money not as an abstraction 
from its social base but as deeply embedded in its essential functions and origins in brutal violence and 
harsh oppression.” —Noam Chomsky “A fine-grained historical analysis of the interconnection between 
war, enslavement, finance, and money from classical times to present.” —Jeff Noonan, author of The 
Troubles of Democracy “McNally casts an unsparing light on the origins of money—and capitalism 
itself—in this scathing, Marxist-informed account . . . . McNally builds a powerful, richly documented 
argument that unchecked capitalism prioritizes greed and violence over compassion . . . . [T]his searing 
academic treatise makes a convincing case.” —Publishers Weekly

A Demon of Our Own Design

Once in a while the world astonishes itself. Anxious incredulity replaces intellectual torpor and a puzzled 
public strains its antennae in every possible direction, desperately seeking explanations for the causes 
and nature of what just hit it. 2008 was such a moment. Not only did the financial system collapse, 
and send the real economy into a tailspin, but it also revealed the great gulf separating economics 
from a very real capitalism. Modern Political Economics has a single aim: To help readers make sense 
of how 2008 came about and what the post-2008 world has in store. The book is divided into two 
parts. The first part delves into every major economic theory, from Aristotle to the present, with a 
determination to discover clues of what went wrong in 2008. The main finding is that all economic theory 
is inherently flawed. Any system of ideas whose purpose is to describe capitalism in mathematical 
or engineering terms leads to inevitable logical inconsistency; an inherent error that stands between 
us and a decent grasp of capitalist reality. The only scientific truth about capitalism is its radical 
indeterminacy, a condition which makes it impossible to use science's tools (e.g. calculus and statistics) 
to second-guess it. The second part casts an attentive eye on the post-war era; on the breeding 
ground of the Crash of 2008. It distinguishes between two major post-war phases: The Global Plan 
(1947-1971) and the Global Minotaur (1971-2008). This dynamic new book delves into every major 
economic theory and maps out meticulously the trajectory that global capitalism followed from post-war 
almost centrally planned stability, to designed disintegration in the 1970s, to an intentional magnification 
of unsustainable imbalances in the 1980s and, finally, to the most spectacular privatisation of money 
in the 1990s and beyond. Modern Political Economics is essential reading for Economics students and 
anyone seeking a better understanding of the 2008 economic crash.

Blood and Money

In The Reckoning, award-winning historian Jacob Soll shows how the use and misuse of financial 
bookkeeping has determined the fates of entire societies. Time and again, Soll reveals, good and 
honest accounting has been a tool to build successful companies, states and empires. Yet when it 
is neglected or falls into the wrong hands, accounting has contributed to cycles of destruction that 
continue to this day. Combining rigorous scholarship and fresh storytelling, The Reckoning traces the 
surprisingly powerful influence of accounting on financial and political stability, from the powerful Medici 
bank in 14th century Italy to the 2008 financial crisis.

Modern Political Economics

This book, as the title suggests, explains how General equilibrium, the dominant conceptual frame-
work in mainstream economics, describes a perfectly impossible world. Even with its counterfactual 
assumptions taken for granted, it fails on many levels. Under the impressive editorship of Ackerman 
and Nadal, this book will appeal to students and researchers in economics and related social science 
disciplines.



The Reckoning

Hailed by The New York Times as probably the most important economist in the world , Jeffrey Sachs 
is internationally renowned for his work around the globe advising economies in crisis. Now he draws 
on all he has learned from twenty-five years of work to offer a uniquely informed vision of the keys to 
economic success in the world today and the steps that are necessary to achieve prosperity for all. 
Marrying vivid, passionate storytelling with profound, rigorous analysis, Jeffrey Sachs explains why, 
over the past two hundred years, wealth has diverged across the planet and why the poorest nations 
have so far been unable to improve their lot. He explains how to arrive at an in-depth diagnosis of a 
country s economic challenges and the options it faces. He leads readers along the same learning 
path he himself followed, telling the stories of his own work in Bolivia, Poland, Russia, India, China and 
Africa to bring us to a deep understanding of the challenges faced by developing nations in different 
parts of the world. Finally, he offers an integrated set of solutions to the interwoven economic, political, 
environmental and social problems that most challenge the world s poorest countries and, indeed, the 
world. Ultimately, The End of Poverty leaves readers with an understanding, not just of how grave the 
problem of poverty is, but how solvable it is and why making the necessary effort is a matter of both 
moral obligation and strategic self-interest of the rich countries. A work of astounding intellectual vision 
that grows out of unprecedented real-world experience, The End of Poverty is a road map to a safer, 
more prosperous world for us all.

Essays on Political Economy

Published Under the Garamond Imprint The intelligent citizen's complete guide to the theory and 
practice of the global market.

Harmonies of Political Economy

Analyzing the movement's deep-seated origins in questions that the country has sought too long to 
ignore, some of the greatest economic minds and most incisive cultural commentators - from Paul 
Krugman, Robin Wells, Michael Lewis, Robert Reich, Amy Goodman, Barbara Ehrenreich, Gillian Tett, 
Scott Turow, Bethany McLean, Brandon Adams, and Tyler Cowen to prominent labor leaders and young, 
cutting-edge economists and financial writers whose work is not yet widely known - capture the Occupy 
Wall Street phenomenon in all its ragged glory, giving readers an on-the-scene feel for the movement 
as it unfolds while exploring the heady growth of the protests, considering the lasting changes wrought, 
and recommending reform. A guide to the occupation, The Occupy Handbook is a talked-about source 
for understanding why 1% of the people in America take almost a quarter of the nation's income and 
the long-term effects of a protest movement that even the objects of its attack can find little fault with.

The Flawed Foundations of General Equilibrium Theory

A book which reveals the people and ideas on the cusp of a new era in finance... After the economic 
meltdown of 2008, many pundits placed the blame on "complex financial instruments" like derivatives, 
and the physicists and mathematicians who dreamed them up. But a young academic named James 
Owen Weatherall quickly began to question this narrative. Were the physicists really at fault? In this 
important and engaging book, Weatherall tells the story of how physicists came to Wall Street and how 
their ideas changed finance forever. Taking us from fin-de-siècle Paris to Rat Pack-era Las Vegas, from 
wartime government labs to Yippie communes, he shows how physicists successfully brought their 
science to bear on some of the thorniest problems in economics, from options pricing to bubbles. The 
trouble is that models-whether in science or finance-have limitations; they break down under certain 
conditions. And in 2008, sophisticated models fell into the hands of people who didn't understand their 
purpose, and didn't care. It was a catastrophic misuse of science. The solution, Weatherall argues in 
this brilliantly entertaining book, is not to give up on models; it is to simply make them better.



The End of Poverty

This thought provoking book uncovers a crisis in the political imagination, a wide-spread failure to 
provide the passionate sense of community "in which our need for belonging can be met." Seeking 
the answers to fundamental questions, Michael Ignatieff writes vividly both about ideas and about the 
people who tried to live by them-from Augustine to Bosch, from Rousseau to Simone Weil. Incisive and 
moving, The Needs of Strangers returns philosophy to its proper place, as a guide to the art of being 
human.

Unequal Freedoms

Everything from home mortgages to climate change has become financialized, as vast fortunes are 
generated by individuals who build nothing of lasting value. Das shows how "extreme money" has 
become ever more unreal; how "voodoo banking" continues to generate massive phony profits even 
now; and how a new generation of "Masters of the Universe" has come to domiinate the world.

The Occupy Handbook

"This book challenges conventional wisdoms about economic performance and possible policies for 
economic development in African countries. Its starting point is the striking variation in African economic 
performance. Unevenness and inequalities form a central fact of African economic experiences. The 
authors highlight not only differences between countries, but also variations within countries, differ-
ences often organized around distinctions of gender, class, and ethnic identity. For example, neo-natal 
mortality and school dropout have been reduced, particularly for some classes of women in some 
areas of Africa. Horticultural and agribusiness exports have grown far more rapidly in some countries 
than in others. These variations (and many others) point to opportunities for changing performance, 
reducing inequalities, learning from other policy experiences, and escaping the ties of structure, and 
the legacies of a colonial past. The book rejects teleological illusions and Eurocentric prejudice, but it 
does pay close attention to the results of policy in more industrialized parts of the world. Seeing the 
contradictions of capitalism for what they are - fundamental and enduring - may help policy officials 
protect themselves against the misleading idea that development can be expected to be a smooth, 
linear process, or that it would be were certain impediments suddenly removed. The authors criticize 
a wide range of orthodox and heterodox economists, especially for their cavalier attitude to evidence. 
Drawing on their own decades of research and policy experience, they combine careful use of available 
evidence from a range of African countries with political economy insights (mainly derived from Kalecki, 
Kaldor and Hischman) to make the policy case for specific types of public sector investment"--

The Physics of Finance

Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of the most formidable problems of life, 
and offer solutions to them too. Combining a global approach with examples from everyday life, Partha 
Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live very different lives in different parts of the world: 
in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He compares the obstacles facing them, and the processes that 
shape their lives, their families, and their futures. He shows how economics uncovers these processes, 
finds explanations for them, and how it forms policies and solutions. Along the way, Dasgupta provides 
an intelligent and accessible introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as individual 
choices, national policies, efficiency, equity, development, sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property 
rights, markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from 
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized 
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, 
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.



The Great Transformation

Libertarian (in the right-wing sense) political philosopher de Jasay presents 17 essays on his concep-
tion of justice and issues that he sees as surrounding the concept of justice: the state, the redistribution 
of income and wealth, the benefits and burdens between those who make collective choices and those 
who submit to them, the shaping of economic and social institutions so as to make them fit a unified 
ideology, and the problem of individual liberty. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, 
OR

The Needs of Strangers

Extreme Money

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities

In How Markets Fail, John Cassidy describes the rising influence of "utopian economies"�the thinking 
that is blind to how real people act and that denies the many ways an unregulated free market can bring 
on disaster. Combining on-the-ground reporting and clear explanations of economic theories Cassidy 
warns that ...

How Markets Fail

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities is a book by economist and journalist John 
Cassidy. The book was published in 2009 by Farrar, Straus and Giroux. How Markets Fail: The Logic of 
Economic Calamities. Softcover edition. Author, John Cassidy. Language, English. Subject, Economic 
theory.

How Markets Fail

In How Markets Fail, John Cassidy describes the rising influence of what he calls utopian econom-
ics—thinking that is blind to how real people act and that denies the many ways an unregulated 
free market can produce disastrous unintended consequences. He then looks to the leading edge of 
economic theory, including ...

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities

"How Markets Fail" by John Cassidy is but one of a growing number of books attempting to explain 
both the world of finance and its underpinnings and the resulting collapse of the financial markets. The 
book is exceptionally well written and deals with all of the critical elements of what got us where we 
are today.

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities - Amazon UK

How Market's Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities, by John Cassidy, is a book about market failure. 
Cassidy does a wonderful job chronicling the systemic risk and systemic failures inherent in the modern 
economic systems that dominate the Western world, with particular focus on the 2008 ...

How Markets Fail - Wikipedia

How markets fail : the logic of economic calamities | Perpustakaan Riset BPK RI. ... Merchant, 
Kenneth A. SOCIAL SCIENCE; INDUSTRY; CORPORATIONS. Competitiveness of special economic 
zone : comparison between Indonesia, Malaysia,Thailand and China. Wahyuni, Sari ECONOMICS. 
Pengarang. Cassidy, John 1 ...

How Is a Market Failure Corrected? - Investopedia

by J Cassidy · Cited by 701 — The market's failure was not simply a result of greed, mass myopia, or 
government failure, says John Cassidy, although these were all contributing factors. "I ultimately see 
this crisis as a crisis of ideas, and misapplied ideas."

How 'Market Failure' Arguments Lead to Misguided Policy - Cato Institute



26 Dec 2009 — John Cassidy draws on fundamental market imperfections such as hidden and asym-
metric information and links them with central ideas from game theory (including inter-dependence and 
the Prisoner's Dilemma) all blended with perspectives drawn from behavioural economics.

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities

Finalist: How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities, by John Cassidy (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux). A work that probes the complexity of the Great Recession, using solid research and precise 
documentation to reveal not only a gripping human drama but also a tense clash of ideas. Share: Twitter 
Facebook Email ...

How markets fail : the logic of economic calamities

How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities

[How Markets Fail]

How Markets Fail - the logic of economic calamities | Blog

The Logic of Economic Calamities, by John Cassidy (Farrar ...
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