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South Africa The Colonial Powers And African Defence
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Southern Africa 

This analysis explores the complex interplay between South Africa, its historical relationship with 
colonial powers, and the present-day challenges of African defense. It examines how colonial legacies 
continue to shape South Africa's role in regional security and explores various approaches to strength-
ening African defense capabilities in a post-colonial world. Key aspects include evaluating the impact 
of past colonial policies, current South African initiatives, and future strategies for promoting peace and 
stability across the continent.
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South Africa, the Colonial Powers and ‘African Defence’

This book describes the fate of South Africa's drive, which began in 1949, to associate itself with Britain, 
France, Portugal and Belgium in an African Defence Pact. It describes how South Africa had to settle 
for an entente rather than an alliance, and how even this had been greatly emasculated by 1960. In light 
of this case, the book considers the argument that ententes have the advantages of alliances without 
their disadvantages, and concludes that this is exaggerated.

South Africa, the Colonial Powers and ‘African Defence’

This book describes the fate of South Africa's drive, which began in 1949, to associate itself with Britain, 
France, Portugal and Belgium in an African Defence Pact. It describes how South Africa had to settle 
for an entente rather than an alliance, and how even this had been greatly emasculated by 1960. In light 
of this case, the book considers the argument that ententes have the advantages of alliances without 
their disadvantages, and concludes that this is exaggerated.

South Africa, the colonial powers and African Defence

For imperialists, the concept of guardian is specifically to the armed forces that kept watch on 
the frontiers and in the heartlands of imperial territories. Large parts of Asia and Africa, and the 
islands of the Pacific and the Caribbean were imperial possessions. This book discusses how military 
requirements and North Indian military culture, shaped the cantonments and considers the problems 
posed by venereal diseases and alcohol, and the sanitary strategies pursued to combat them. The 
trans-border Pathan tribes remained an insistent problem in Indian defence between 1849 and 1947. 
The book examines the process by which the Dutch elite recruited military allies, and the contribution of 
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Indonesian soldiers to the actual fighting. The idea of naval guardianship as expressed in the campaign 
against the South Pacific labour trade is examined. The book reveals the extent of military influence of 
the Schutztruppen on the political developments in the German protectorates in German South-West 
Africa and German East Africa. The U.S. Army, charged with defending the Pacific possessions of the 
Philippines and Hawaii, encountered a predicament similar to that of the mythological Cerberus. The 
regimentation of military families linked access to women with reliable service, and enabled the King's 
African Rifles to inspire a high level of discipline in its African soldiers, askaris. The book explains 
the political and military pressures which drove successive French governments to widen the scope 
of French military operations in Algeria between 1954 and 1958. It also explores gender issues and 
African colonial armies.

Guardians of Empire

Providing histories of the military and the police in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, including 
first-hand accounts from retired officers and state employees, this book contains much original thinking 
and analysis, and shows the South African state evolving from white minority rule to multi-racial 
democracy - and the role of the military in that process.

Portuguese Africa and the West

The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War offers a broad reassessment of the period war based on new 
conceptual frameworks developed in the field of international history. Nearing the 25th anniversary of 
its end, the cold war now emerges as a distinct period in twentieth-century history, yet one which should 
be evaluated within the broader context of global political, economic, social, and cultural developments. 
The editors have brought together leading scholars in cold war history to offer a new assessment of 
the state of the field and identify fundamental questions for future research. The individual chapters in 
this volume evaluate both the extent and the limits of the cold war's reach in world history. They call into 
question orthodox ways of ordering the chronology of the cold war and also present new insights into 
the global dimension of the conflict. Even though each essay offers a unique perspective, together they 
show the interconnectedness between cold war and national and transnational developments, including 
long-standing conflicts that preceded the cold war and persisted after its end, or global transformations 
in areas such as human rights or economic and cultural globalization. Because of its broad mandate, 
the volume is structured not along conventional chronological lines, but thematically, offering essays 
on conceptual frameworks, regional perspectives, cold war instruments and cold war challenges. The 
result is a rich and diverse accounting of the ways in which the cold war should be positioned within 
the broader context of world history.

Military and the Making of Modern South Africa

This work examines the causes and events which led to the rapid decolonization of Africa by the 
European governments after World War II, it considers the differing experience of decolonization across 
the continent, as well as the continuing influence of the former colonial powers.

Resolutions Adopted at a Conference on British South African Colonies Held at Johannesburg in 
January, 1907, to Consider Joint Measures for the Internal Defence of South Africa

Based mainly on oral evidence and soldiers' letters, tells the story of over half-a-million African troops 
who served with the British Army in campaigns in the Horn of Africa, the Middle East, Italy, and Burma. 
Looks at the impact of army life and travel on the men and their families, and the role of ex-servicemen 
in post-war nationalist politics.

The Oxford Handbook of the Cold War

The 20th Century has been one of enduring, rapid and fundamental social and political change. In 
Southern Africa, innumerable wars, rebellions, uprisings and protests have marked the integration, 
disintegration and then reintegration of both society and subcontinent during this period. The century 
started with a brief but total war. Less than ten years later victorious Britain brought the conquered Boer 
republics, and the Cape and Natal colonies, together into the Union of South Africa. And the military 
of this early creation served not only in all of the major wars of the twentieth century, but also in a 
number of regional struggles: rebellion on the part of Afrikaner nationalists, industrial unrest fanned 
by syndicalists, and uprisings conducted chiefly but not exclusively by disenfranchised black South 



Africans. The century ended as it started, with a war. But this was a limited war, a flashpoint of the Cold 
War, which embraced more than just the subcontinent and lasted a long, twenty-three years. The first 
of its kind, A Military History of Modern South Africa provides an overview of South African military 
history from 1899 to 2000. Focusing on the campaigns and battles, it also brings discussion on the 
evolving military policy and the development of the South African military as an institution into a single 
volume.

Decolonization in Africa

This book provides a timely and comprehensive analysis of how three European powers have retained 
or mutated their levers of influence in their former African colonies since the latter gained independence 
in the 1960's. Thirty years of complex political and military relationships involving France, Britain, and 
Belgium and their former colonies are examined in this thought-provoking study, the lessons of which 
are increasingly relevant to the understanding of Euro-African affairs.

South Africa's Search for Security Since the Second World War

The vast military campaigns in Africa during World War I were among the most ambitious of the Great 
War. Many histories, however, have regarded these campaigns as side-shows to the war on the Western 
Front. World War One in Africa looks afresh at the impact of the strategy of the German and Allied 
campaigns, and at the great rivalry between General Jan Christian Smuts, who took on the German 
forces in East Africa, and General Lettow-Vorbeck, celebrated as the only German general to occupy 
British territory and whose troops finished the war undefeated. Using primary material from British and 
South African archives, this book is a detailed study of the giants of the campaign, and the battles 
which would shape the outcome of the Great War as well as the future of the African continent and the 
British Empire.

From Colonialism to Independence

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

Military History of Modern South Africa

Intended for those interested in the African continent and the diversity of human history, this work looks 
at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined and represented. It illustrates 
key themes in modern thinking about Africa's history with a range of historical examples.

Fighting for Britain

Complete set Since 1961 the Adelphi Papers have provided some of the most informed accounts of 
international and strategic relations. Produced by the world renowned International Institute of Strategic 
Studies, each paper provides a short account of a subject of topical interest by a leading military figure, 
policy maker or academic. The project reprints the first forty years of papers, arranged into thematic 
sets. The collection as a whole provides a rich and insightful account of international affairs during a 
period which spans the second half of the Cold War, the fall of the communist bloc and the emergence 
of a new regime with the United States as the sole superpower. There is a wealth of global coverage: 
Four volumes on east and southeast Asia as well as individual volumes on China, Japan and Korea 
Particular attention is given to the Middle East, with volumes addressing internal sources of instability; 
geo-politics and the role of the superpowers; the Israel-Palestine conflict; and the Iran-Iraq War and the 
first Gulf War. There is also a volume on oil and insecurity There are also two volumes on Africa, the 
site of most of the world’s wars during the period. The IISS has obviously made a particular contribution 
to the understanding of military strategy, and this is reflected with material on topics such as urban and 
guerrilla warfare, nuclear deterrence and the role of information in modern warfare. Volumes on military 
strategy are complemented by approaches from other disciplines, such as defence economics. Key 
selling points: Early papers were only distributed by the IISS and will have achieved limited penetration 
of the academic market A host of major authors on a range of different subjects (eg Gerald Segal on 
China, Michael Leifer on Southeast Asia, Sir Lawrence Freidman on the revolution in military affairs, 



Raymond Vernon on multinationals and defence economics) Individual volumes will have a strong 
appeal to different markets (eg the volume on defence economics for economists, various volumes for 
Asian Studies etc)

A Military History of Modern South Africa

This personal account of one officer's experiences in the South African War is based upon the letters, 
diaries, signals, and over 1000 photographs of Lieutenant Malcolm Riall. A signals officer with the West 
Yorkshires, Riall was just 20 years old when he embarked for active service in 1899.

Disconsolate Empires

This work is a study of civil-military relations in the Republic of South Africa while Pieter Willem 
Botha was prime minister (1978-89). The author's controversial thesis is that Prime Minister Botha, 
recognizing that his country had reached the historical juncture when it needed to establish a new 
political order encompassing all of its diverse peoples, moved effectively to prepare the ground for 
fundamental constitutional change. What was needed above all were stabilization measures to assure 
the support of the white population for reform. Botha used the South African defence force as his 
primary instrument. By 1989, Professor Roherty maintains, a striking degree of stabilization had been 
achieved within the country and throughout South Africa, and the groundwork for epochal change had 
been prepared. The author makes use of exclusive interviews with South Africans from the political, 
military, intelligence, corporate, and academic worlds.

World War I in Africa

This is the first attempt to bring together diverse scholars, using different lenses, to study South Africa’s 
Border War. As a book, it is critical in approach, provides deeper reflection, and focuses specifically 
on the SADF experience of the war. The result is a more complex picture of the war’s dynamics and 
its legacies. Although South Africa is a vastly different country today, the study of the Border War 
opens a range of questions, also relevant to contemporary deployments such as in Lesotho (1998) 
and the Central African Republic (2013). It includes the debate on participation in foreign conflicts; on 
the deployment, design and preparation of appropriate, modern armed forces and their use as foreign 
policy instruments in far�off theatres; on military planning; and, as the historical controversies regarding 
the battles at Cuito Cuanavale and Bangui illustrate, on the interface between foreign campaigning and 
domestic politics.

Matabeleland

In 1880 the continent of Africa was largely unexplored by Europeans. Less than thirty years later, 
only Liberia and Ethiopia remained unconquered by them. The rest - 10 million square miles with 110 
million bewildered new subjects - had been carved up by five European powers (and one extraordinary 
individual) in the name of Commerce, Christianity, 'Civilization' and Conquest. The Scramble for Africa 
is the first full-scale study of that extraordinary episode in history.

African History: A Very Short Introduction

An examination of how peacekeeping is woven into national, regional and international politics in Africa, 
and its consequences.

Africa

Looking at decolonization in the conditional tense, this volume teases out the complex and uncertain 
ends of British and French empire in Africa during the period of ‘late colonial shift’ after 1945. 
Rather than view decolonization as an inevitable process, the contributors together explore the crucial 
historical moments in which change was negotiated, compromises were made, and debates were 
staged. Three core themes guide the analysis: development, contingency and entanglement. The 
chapters consider the ways in which decolonization was governed and moderated by concerns about 
development and profit. A complementary focus on contingency allows deeper consideration of how 
colonial powers planned for ‘colonial futures’, and how divergent voices greeted the end of empire. 
Thinking about entanglements likewise stresses both the connections that existed between the British 
and French empires in Africa, and those that endured beyond the formal transfer of power.



Boer War

Remember the global peace dividend - the budget surpluses that were supposed to result from the 
raising of the Iron Curtain and the end of the arms race? As war-torn societies in the Middle East, Latin 
America, and parts of Africa found peace and began building democratic societies, governments were 
supposed to use the money they once spent on the military to better meet basic human needs. But has 
it happened?

State Security in South Africa

This book examines a largely neglected phenomenon in the field of international relations--the concept 
of the isolated state. Deon Geldenhuys begins by discussing how he measures both voluntary and 
enforced international isolation by, among other things, membership of international organizations, 
official visits and international censure. He then presents a number of case studies of self-isolation. The 
remainder of the study is devoted to an analysis of the enforced isolation of Taiwan, Israel, Chile and 
South Africa. Using a wealth of statistical material, he demonstrates their varying degrees of isolation 
in the diplomatic, military, economic and socio-cultural arenas of the international community.

In Different Times

The decolonization of Namibia was delayed from 1966 to 1989—the period of the war of indepen-
dence—pitting the Namibian nationalists against the South African minority-ruled regime. This book 
describes the diplomatic, economic and military campaigns of the Namibian and South African belliger-
ents and draws a comparison with several other decolonization wars. Using data from parliamentary 
debates, the aftermath is examined of the Namibian war and the newly independent nation. The book 
provides a basis for further investigation of the decolonization process.

The Scramble For Africa

Originally published in 1968, this volume traces the history and growth of Apartheid in South Africa. The 
acts which enforced Apartheid – the Group Areas Act, Population and Registration Act are given in full. 
The book also includes documents which reflected reaction to these measures: Parliamentary debates, 
newspaper reports and policy statements by the leading political parties and religious denominations. 
The documents are headed by a full historical and analytical introduction.

African Peacekeeping

The Lion and the Springbok presents an account of the dynamics and divergences of the 'uneasy 
special relationship' of Britain and South Africa. From the bruising experience of the South African 
War (1899-1902) to South Africa's withdrawal from the Commonwealth in 1961, the authors chart this 
relationship in all its political, economic, cultural and geostrategic aspects. All the major disputes are 
discussed including the struggle for the High Commission Territories, the crisis over Seretse Khama's 
marriage and the transfer of the Simon's Town naval base. These issues trace, for the most part, a 
continuing deterioration in relations, as Afrikaner nationalist identity hardened and South African politics 
slid into the extremes of apartheid. The perceptions each side had of the other after 1948 are examined 
through representations in the media, and an epilogue considers the reasons for the return of the 'New 
South Africa' to the Commonwealth in 1994.

Britain, France and the Decolonization of Africa

“Harsha Walia has played a central role in building some of North America’s most innovative, diverse, 
and effective new movements. That this brilliant organizer and theorist has found time to share her 
wisdom in this book is a tremendous gift to us all.”—Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine 
Undoing Border Imperialism combines academic discourse, lived experiences of displacement, and 
movement-based practices into an exciting new book. By reformulating immigrant rights movements 
within a transnational analysis of capitalism, labor exploitation, settler colonialism, state building, 
and racialized empire, it provides the alternative conceptual frameworks of border imperialism and 
decolonization. Drawing on the author’s experiences in No One Is Illegal, this work offers relevant 
insights for all social movement organizers on effective strategies to overcome the barriers and borders 
within movements in order to cultivate fierce, loving, and sustainable communities of resistance striving 
toward liberation. The author grounds the book in collective vision, with short contributions from over 
twenty organizers and writers from across North America. Harsha Walia is a South Asian activist, writer, 



and popular educator rooted in emancipatory movements and communities for over a decade. Praise for 
Undoing Border Imperialism: “Border imperialism is an apt conceptualization for capturing the politics 
of massive displacement due to capitalist neoglobalization. Within the wealthy countries, Canada’s No 
One Is Illegal is one of the most effective organizations of migrants and allies. Walia is an outstanding 
organizer who has done a lot of thinking and can write—not a common combination. Besides being 
brilliantly conceived and presented, this book is the first extended work on immigration that refuses to 
make First Nations sovereignty invisible.”—Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz, author of Indians of the Americas 
and Blood on the Border “Harsha Walia’s Undoing Border Imperialism demonstrates that geography 
has certainly not ended, and nor has the urge for people to stretch out our arms across borders to 
create our communities. One of the most rewarding things about this book is its capaciousness—astute 
insights that emerge out of careful organizing linked to the voices of a generation of strugglers, trying 
to find their own analysis to build their own movements to make this world our own. This is both a 
manual and a memoir, a guide to the world and a guide to the organizer's heart.”—Vijay Prashad, 
author of The Darker Nations: A People’s History of the Third World “This book belongs in every 
wannabe revolutionary’s war backpack. I addictively jumped all over its contents: a radical mixtape of 
ancestral wisdoms to present-day grounded organizers theorizing about their own experiences. A must 
for me is Walia’s decision to infuse this volume’s fight against border imperialism, white supremacy, and 
empire with the vulnerability of her own personal narrative. This book is a breath of fresh air and offers 
an urgently needed movement-based praxis. Undoing Border Imperialism is too hot to be sitting on 
bookshelves; it will help make the revolution.”—Ashanti Alston, Black Panther elder and former political 
prisoner

Soldiers Without Politics

An exceptionally thorough study of South African foreign policy and the factors influencing its formation.

From Defence to Development

George Ayittey’s Indigenous African Institutions presents a detailed and convincing picture of pre-colo-
nial and post-colonial Africa - its cultures, traditions, and indigenous institutions, including participatory 
democracy.

Isolated States

This empirically and theoretically grounded book provides insights into the ascendance of powers such 
as Turkey, South Korea and Indonesia and their relationship with Africa. Leading scholars present case 
studies from the BRICS and beyond to demonstrate the constantly evolving and complex character 
of these ties and their place in the global capitalist order. They also offer new theoretical insights, as 
well as theorisation of the spatio-temporal dynamics involved in processes of accumulation within the 
African space. Their contention is that, despite their supposed anti-imperialism, these emerging powers 
have become agents for continued uneven development. This innovative edited collection will appeal 
to students and scholars of international relations, political science, development studies, area studies, 
geography and economics.

The Namibian War of Independence, 1966äóñ1989

This book studies the making of the postcolonial security relationships between Britain and Nigeria, 
and France and Côte d'Ivoire. It not only assesses the Cold War in West Africa, also Britain's military 
withdrawal from Africa, and France's continuously strong military footprint in the region

Apartheid

The Lion and the Springbok
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