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Explore a seminal collection of essays, including the influential "Why I Am Not A Christian," which 
critically examines religious belief and related philosophical subjects. This Routledge Classics edition 
delves into skepticism, ethics, and the broader human condition, offering profound insights into the 
nature of faith and reason.
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Why I Am Not a Christian

'Why I am not a Christian' is considered one of the most blasphemous philosophical documents ever 
written, and at a time when we have faith schools and wars over religious beliefs, its message today 
couldn't be more relevant. If religion provides comfortable responses to the questions that have always 
beset humankind - why are we here, what is the point of being alive, how ought we to behave - then 
Russell snatches that comfort away, leaving us instead with other, more troublesome alternatives; 
responsibility, autonomy, self-awareness. If it were possible to sum up this book in a sentence, then it 
would be that the time to live is now, the place to live is here, and the way to be happy is to ensure 
others are happy. And what it all boils down to, is that disbelief is but a matter of believing.

Why I Am Not a Christian

The first volume of Gary Habermas’s magnum opus, On the Resurrection: Evidences represents the 
culmination of fifty years of research on the probability of Jesus’s resurrection. Using his “minimal 
facts argument,” Habermas demonstrates why we ought to trust the biblical and historical testimony 
of Scripture regarding the resurrection. This book is a must-read for pastors, students, and scholars 
interested in the historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Why I Am Not a Christian

Along with Why I Am Not a Christian, this essay must rank as the most articulate example of Russell's 
famed atheism. It is also one of the most notorious. Used as evidence in a 1940 court case in which 
Russell was declared unfit to teach college-level philosophy, What I Believe was to become one of 
his most defining works. The ideas contained within were and are controversial, contentious and - to 
the religious - downright blasphemous. A remarkable work, it remains the best concise introduction to 
Russell's thought.
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On the Resurrection, Volume 1

We all seek salvation, claims Blanco, because we all become prisoners of negativity. Humanity wants 
to be saved, we want to overcome the negativity that so often enslaves us. But, where is the saviour 
to be found, and where is the source of salvation? In Philosophy and Salvation Blanco argues that 
salvation may only come from the infinite springs of the word. 'The word saves us: the word of science, 
the word manifested in art, the word of a society which promises something for itself . . . Humanity 
understands itself through language: human beings use words in order to know each other and to 
cooperate in the edification of something that may transcend them. The word invites us, and in fact 
leads us to transcendence. This is salvation: to inaugurate a new world in which the former negativity 
may be overcome'. Blanco looks back over the history of philosophical and theological thought to bring 
his argument to life for all seeking salvation today.

What I Believe

Drama. Irony. Betrayal. Miracles. A holy war with the whole world at stake. And it’s all packed into the 
shortest of the four Gospels. Written in an engaging, lively, oral style, Loosing the Lion tells us how, 
despite being misunderstood and neglected throughout most of history, the Gospel of Mark has recently 
been experiencing a scholarly revival. Theologians are beginning to see how it is actually an intense, 
wild, impossible story told at a breakneck pace with twists and turns that shock and surprise those with 
eyes to see and ears to hear. Readers will be captivated by the Gospel’s literary brilliance, which brings 
us to the threshold of an encounter with the living Jesus, who reveals his mysteries, and ultimately 
himself, to those who approach him and dwell in his presence. And when we do encounter him, “The 
proper response is repentance, joining God’s army to be liberated, and once liberated, advancing the 
liberation of the whole cosmos, which, ultimately, is the content of the Gospel Jesus calls us to believe 
in. Liberation is coming. Join the resistance.”

Philosophy and Salvation

What can Mary Wollstonecraft teach Christians about sexual ethics? Can John Stuart Mill help the 
church understand toleration? Are there lessons for the Christian world from writers like Marx, Nehru, 
Shelley, Popper, and Hume? Atheism for Christians looks at the work of some of the most influential 
secular thinkers and asks what Christians can learn without giving up their faith or core values. Looking 
at important modern issues such as gender equality, same-sex marriage, creationism and evolution, 
abortion, universal health, biblical literalism, and religious tribalism, this work offers a fresh perspective 
on old questions. The Bible says the value of wisdom is far above rubies. It should not matter where that 
wisdom comes from. The Christian world should be able to celebrate and learn from the intellectual 
giants in the secular tradition just as atheists can still appreciate the great academic and artistic 
contribution of Christianity. The nexus between faith and reason is sometimes stretched but should 
never be abandoned. Atheism for Christians offers a unique insight into the work of some of the greatest 
secular thinkers and argues there is much to learn.

Loosing the Lion: Proclaiming the Gospel of Mark

The author develops the problem of God in a stimulating way, by exploring science, philosophy, history, 
and other disciplines. He concludes that God does not exist because the supernatural does not exist 
– and therefore God, an entity of the supernatural, also does not exist. He regards religion as the 
biggest hoax ever released on mankind. With his great erudition and critical reasoning, he will incite 
the reader to serious thought. The controversial topic will provoke a great deal of criticism and perhaps 
consequently contribute to clarification of the God’s problem. The main concern of the author remains 
the quest for truth from every possible angle. The book is a modern testament.

Atheism for Christians

Bertrand Russell's religious convictions were controversial, and one of his best selling titles is 'Why I 
am not a Christian'. This is a comprehensive and coherent survey of Russell on religion, with notes for 
students.



God – Fact or Fiction

Discussing everything from God to Santa Claus, Prozac to the Taliban and beyond, the author asserts 
that ethics is balderdash.

Russell on Religion

This Handbook discusses representative philosophers in the history of the philosophy of law and social 
philosophy, giving clear concise expert definitions and explanations of key personalities and their ideas. 
It provides an essential reference for experts and newcomers alike.

Balderdash

How do we know what we "know"? How did we –as individuals and as a society – come to accept certain 
knowledge as fact? In Human Knowledge, Bertrand Russell questions the reliability of our assumptions 
on knowledge. This brilliant and controversial work investigates the relationship between ‘individual’ 
and ‘scientific’ knowledge. First published in 1948, this provocative work contributed significantly to an 
explosive intellectual discourse that continues to this day.

Handbook of the History of the Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy

Karl Barth was, without doubt, one of the most significant religious thinkers of modern times. His radical 
affirmation of the revealed truth of Christianity changed the course of Christian theology in the twentieth 
century and is a source of inspiration for countless believers. Pope Pius XII declared that there had 
been nothing like Karl Barth's later thought since Thomas Aquinas. God Here and Now offers a succinct 
and accessible overview of that thought. In it, Barth outlines his position on the fundamental tenets of 
Christian belief, from the decision of faith to the authority of the Bible, and from the interpretation of 
grace to the significance of Jesus Christ. In this way Barth challenges each and every reader to discover 
what it means to encounter God, here and now.

Human Knowledge: Its Scope and Limits

What is the overarching meaning of the world's religions? Textbooks relay what the religions believe 
and leave it at that. But the more puzzling questions--Which of them is true? How do all viewpoints 
fit together or challenge one another?--are left unaddressed. Like an unfinished puzzle, the myriad 
religions present themselves to us as countless pieces, but their relationship to each other and ultimate 
importance escape us. Can the religions of the world really agree on anything or fit into a common 
narrative or singular image? This work argues that despite the disagreements and contradictions 
among world religions, a universal message can be found by studying them with care. It offers a 
comprehensive examination of religions and their meaning, uniquely bound by the hope and affirmation 
that in some way they are universally connected. It affirms a universalism by wisdom, which contends 
that a moral and spiritual wisdom can be found in many of the world's religions. Understood and 
interpreted properly, religions can help all people lead good and meaningful lives.

The Beast in Sheep's Clothing

We need a coherent picture of our world. Life’s realities won’t let us ignore its fundamental questions, 
but with so many opposing views, how will we choose answers that are reliable? In this series of books, 
David Gooding and John Lennox offer a fair analysis of religious and philosophical attempts to find 
the truth about the world and our place in it. By listening to the Bible alongside other leading voices, 
they show that it is not only answering life’s biggest questions—it is asking better questions than we 
ever thought to ask. In Book 2 – Finding Ultimate Reality, they remind us that the authority behind 
ethics cannot be separated from the truth about ultimate reality. Is there a Creator who stands behind 
his moral law? Are we the product of amoral forces, left to create moral consensus? Gooding and 
Lennox compare ultimate reality as understood in: Indian Pantheistic Monism, Greek Philosophy and 
Mysticism, Naturalism and Atheism, and Christian Theism.

God Here and Now

The quintessential guide to living a meaningful life without God. Why should we believe in God without 
any evidence? How can there be meaning in life when death is final? With historical adherents including 
such thinkers as Einstein, Freud, Philip Pullman, and Frank Zappa, "Humanism"'s central quest is to 



make sense of such questions, explaining the ethical and metaphysical by appealing to shared human 
values, rationality, and tolerance. Essential reading for atheists, agnostics, ignostics, freethinkers, 
rationalists, skeptics, and believers too, this Beginner's Guide will explain all aspects of the Humanist 
philosophy whilst providing an alternative and valuable conception of life without religion.

Why i Am Not a Christian

The power of modernity to secularise has been a foundational idea of the western world. Both social 
science and church history understood that the Christian religion from 1750 was deeply vulnerable to 
industrial urbanisation and the Enlightenment. But as evidence mounts that countries of the European 
world experienced secularising forces in different ways at different periods, the timing and causes of 
de-Christianisation are now widely seen as far from straightforward. Secularisation in the Christian 
World brings together leading scholars in the social history of religion and the sociology of religion to 
explore what we know about the decline of organised Christianity in Britain, Europe, the United States, 
Canada and Australia. The chapters tackle different strands, themes, comparisons and territories to 
demonstrate the diversity of approach, thinking and evidence that has emerged in the last 30 years of 
scholarship into the religious past and present. The volume includes both new research and essays of 
theoretical reflection by the most eminent academics. It highlights historians and sociologists in both 
agreement and dispute. With contributors from eight countries, the volume also brings together many 
nations for the first consolidated international consideration of recent themes in de-Christianisation. 
With church historians and cultural historians, and religious sociologists and sociologists of the godless 
society, this book provides a state-of-the-art guide to secularisation studies.

Making Sense of the Sacred

Justice in War-time, first published in 1916, is a collection of Bertrand Russell's essays on war. He 
claims that humans have an instinct toward war, but that this instinct needs to be sufficiently roused in 
order to spark conflict. He analyzes British foreign policy during the ten years before the First World War 
in an effort to discover how England may have contributed to the problem. The essays included in this 
volume are: . "An Appeal to the Intellectuals of Europe" . "The Ethics of War" . "War and Non-Resistance" 
. "Why Nations Love War" . "The Future of Anglo-German Rivalry" . "Is Permanent Peace Possible?" 
. "The Danger to Civilization" . "The Entente Policy, 1904-1915. A Reply to Professor Gilbert Murray" 
British philosopher and mathematician BERTRAND ARTHUR WILLIAM RUSSELL (1872-1970) won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1950. Among his many works are Why I Am Not a Christian (1927), 
Power: A New Social Analysis (1938), and My Philosophical Development (1959).

Finding Ultimate Reality

Reproduction of the original: Erewhon Revisited by Samuel Butler

Humanism

Counsels readers on how to cultivate and retain hope in the face of modern challenges, using case 
studies and uplifting exercises for managing both everyday struggles and more serious setbacks.

Säkularismus und religiöser Wandel

'You cannot get far in these essays without sensing yourself in the presence of a writer of immense 
intellectual power and fierce independence of mind.' - Janet Soskice, from the Introduction to the 
Routledge Classics edition Simone Weil (1909–1943) is one of the most brilliant and unorthodox 
religious and philosophical thinkers of the twentieth century. She was also a political activist who worked 
in the Renault car factory in France in the 1930s and fought briefly as an anarchist in the Spanish Civil 
War. Hailed by Albert Camus as 'the only great spirit of our times,' her work spans an astonishing variety 
of subjects, from ancient Greek philosophy and Christianity to oppression, political freedom and French 
national identity. Waiting for God is one of her most remarkable books, full of piercing spiritual and moral 
insight. The first part comprises letters she wrote in 1942 to Jean-Marie Perrin, a Dominican priest, and 
demonstrate the intense inner conflict Weil experienced as she wrestled with the demands of Christian 
belief and commitment. She then explores the 'just balance' of the world, arguing that we should regard 
God as providing two forms of guidance: our ability as human beings to think for ourselves; and our 
need for both physical and emotional 'matter.' She also argues for the concept of a 'sacred longing'; 
that humanity's search for beauty, both in the world and within each other, is driven by our underlying 



desire for a tangible god. Eloquent and inspiring, Waiting for God asks profound questions about the 
nature of faith, doubt and morality that continue to resonate today. This Routledge Classics edition 
includes a new Introduction by Janet Soskice and retains the Foreword to the 1979 edition by Malcolm 
Muggeridge.

Secularisation in the Christian World

Examining accounts in which scientific advances clashed with Christian doctrine or biblical inter-
pretations of the day, from Galileo and the Copernican Revolution, to the medical breakthroughs of 
anesthesia and inoculation, Russell points to the constant upheaval and reevaluation of our systems 
of belief throughout history. In turn, he identifies where similar debates between modern science and 
the Church still exist today.

Justice in War-time

Gary Cox guides us through 42 of the most misunderstood, misquoted, provocative and significant 
quotes in the history of philosophy providing a witty and compelling commentary along the way. This 
entertaining and illuminating collection of quotes doesn't merely list who said what and when, it explores 
who each philosopher is and what he or she really meant when they said what they said. Viewing each 
quote as a philosophical thesis in itself, Cox probes the writings of everyone from Douglas Adams to 
A.J. Ayer and Thomas Aquinas to Karl Marx. This is a philosophical journey through history, culture 
and writing to bring us to a deeper understanding of why we think the way we do. As Douglas Adams 
points out, if there is no final answer to the question, 'What is the meaning of life?', '42' is as good or 
bad an answer as any other. Here Cox shows that 42 quotes might be even better!

Erewhon Revisited

First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Power of Hope

With a new Introduction by the author 'An elegant and sane little book. – The New Statesman Myths, 
as Mary Midgley argues in this powerful book, are everywhere. In political thought they sit at the heart 
of theories of human nature and the social contract; in economics in the pursuit of self interest; and 
in science the idea of human beings as machines, which originates in the seventeenth century, is 
a today a potent force. Far from being the opposite of science, however, Midgley argues that myth 
is a central part of it. Myths are neither lies nor mere stories but a network of powerful symbols for 
interpreting the world. Tackling a dazzling array of subjects such as philosophy, evolutionary psychology, 
animals, consciousness and the environment in her customary razor-sharp prose, The Myths We Live 
By reminds us of the powerful role of symbolism and the need to take our imaginative life seriously. 
Mary Midgley is a moral philosopher and the author of many books including Wickedness, Evolution 
as a Religion, Beast and Man and Science and Poetry. All are published in Routledge Classics.

Waiting for God

Islam and Christianity in Medieval Anatolia offers a comparative approach to understanding the spread 
of Islam and Muslim culture in medieval Anatolia. It aims to reassess work in the field since the 1971 
classic by Speros Vryonis, The Decline of Hellenism in Asia Minor and the Process of Islamization 
which treats the process of transformation from a Byzantinist perspective. Since then, research has 
offered insights into individual aspects of Christian-Muslim relations, but no overview has appeared. 
Moreover, very few scholars of Islamic studies have examined the problem, meaning evidence in 
Arabic, Persian and Turkish has been somewhat neglected at the expense of Christian sources, and 
too little attention has been given to material culture. The essays in this volume examine the interaction 
between Christianity and Islam in medieval Anatolia through three distinct angles, opening with a 
substantial introduction by the editors to explain both the research background and the historical 
problem, making the work accessible to scholars from other fields. The first group of essays examines 
the Christian experience of living under Muslim rule, comparing their experiences in several of the 
major Islamic states of Anatolia between the eleventh and fifteenth centuries, especially the Seljuks 
and the Ottomans. The second set of essays examines encounters between Christianity and Islam in art 
and intellectual life. They highlight the ways in which some traditions were shared across confessional 
divides, suggesting the existence of a common artistic and hence cultural vocabulary. The final section 



focusses on the process of Islamisation, above all as seen from the Arabic, Persian and Turkish textual 
evidence with special attention to the role of Sufism.

Why I Am Not a Christian

“Should be read by every parent, teacher, minister, and Congressman in the land.”—The Atlantic In The 
Conquest of Happiness, first published by Liveright in 1930, iconoclastic philosopher Bertrand Russell 
attempted to diagnose the myriad causes of unhappiness in modern life and chart a path out of the 
seemingly inescapable malaise so prevalent even in safe and prosperous Western societies. More 
than eighty years later, Russell’s wisdom remains as true as it was on its initial release. Eschewing 
guilt-based morality, Russell lays out a rationalist prescription for living a happy life, including the 
importance of cultivating interests outside oneself and the dangers of passive pleasure. In this new 
edition, best-selling philosopher Daniel C. Dennett reintroduces Russell to a new generation, stating 
that Conquest is both “a fascinating time capsule” and “a prototype of the flood of self-help books that 
have more recently been published, few of them as well worth reading today as Russell’s little book.”

Raili Kaupin kirjoitukset 1: Elämäkerta vuoteen 1963, varhaisia kirjoituksia, bibliografia

The Best Nonfiction Masterpiece of the 20th Century? “There are two lives, the natural and the spiritual, 
and we must lose the one before we can participate in the other.” - William James, The Varieties of 
Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in 
Human Nature is not a book about a specific religion. The author, psychologist Williams James does 
not try to convince the reader one religion is better than the other. He doesn’t even make a case for 
atheism and the scientific approach. The book is in fact about human nature and how we experience 
religion at a psychological level. Xist Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books 
for the touchscreen generation and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, 
no matter what form it takes

Religion and Science

The noted German sociologist and philosopher Georg Simmel wrote a number of essays that deal 
directly with religion as a fundamental process in human life. These essays set forth Simmel's mature 
reflections on religion and its relation to modernity, personality, art, sociology, psychology, philosophy, 
and science. They also include his views on methods in the study of religion and his thoughts on 
achieving a broader perspective on religion. Originally published between 1898 and 1918, the last 
twenty years of Simmel's life, the essays are collected here in English for the first time. The essays 
provide an excellent picture of the development of the characteristic doctrines of Simmel's thought as 
applied to religion, based on phenomenological analysis of human experience that emphasizes the 
subjective dimensions of life.

Deep Thought

Of the most common approaches to apologetics, which is most effective? The goal of apologetics 
is to persuasively defend Christianity against charges of falsehood, inconsistency, or credulity. It's 
an intellectual discipline that serves to bolster the faith of Christian believers and to aid the task of 
evangelism, but are some methods more effective than others? Five Views on Apologetics examines 
the "how-to" of apologetics, putting five prominent techniques under the microscope: Classical – 
represented by William Lane Craig Evidential – represented by Gary Habermas Cumulative Case 
– represented by Paul D. Feinberg Presuppositional – represented by John M. Frame Reformed 
Epistemology – represented by Kelly James Clark Offering a forum for presentation, critique, and 
defense, this book allows the contributors for the different viewpoints to respond to the others. Your own 
informed conclusions can then guide you as you meet the questions of a needy world with the claims of 
the gospel. The Counterpoints series presents a comparison and critique of scholarly views on topics 
important to Christians that are both fair-minded and respectful of the biblical text. Each volume is a 
one-stop reference that allows readers to evaluate the different positions on a specific issue and form 
their own, educated opinion.

Evolution as a Religion



Featuring seminal work in the philosophies of mathematics and language, this comprehensive and 
assiduously edited collection also makes available his provocative and controversial views on religion 
and international relations.

Religion and Culture

This volume, offering an insight into the literary world of Rome in the fourth century AD, reflects an 
increased interest in the writers of the 150 years before the collapse of the Western Empire, who have 
long been over-shadowed by the pre-eminence accorded since the eighteenth century to the Golden 
and Silver ages. Among the writers examined are Ausonius, the poet, Imperial official and tutor to 
Gratian; Claudian, the last major ‘classical’ poet; Prudentius, and Paulinus of Nola, two of the founders 
of Christian Latin poetry; Symmachus, the letter writer and supporter of die-hard paganism; and St. 
Augustine, whose influence on Christian thought and the Middle Ages is incalculable. These essays 
consider how such writers responded to a world where vitality was ebbing from the old forms of political 
life, religion and literature, giving way to new institutions, modes of life and horizons of reflection.

The Myths We Live By

Islam and Christianity in Medieval Anatolia
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