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Explore the foundational ancient Greek laws that shaped civic life and governance, from the notorious 
Draconian codes to the Solonian legal reforms in Athens. The sophisticated Greek legal system played 
a crucial role in developing Athenian democracy law and defining concepts of justice in ancient Greece, 
influencing subsequent Western legal thought.
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wide.

Thank you for stopping by our website.
We are glad to provide the document Athenian Legal Reforms you are looking for.
Free access is available to make it convenient for you.

Each document we share is authentic and reliable.
You can use it without hesitation as we verify all content.
Transparency is one of our main commitments.

Make our website your go-to source for references.
We will continue to bring you more valuable materials.
Thank you for placing your trust in us.

This document is highly sought in many digital library archives.
By visiting us, you have made the right decision.
We provide the entire full version Athenian Legal Reforms for free, exclusively here.

Ancient Greek Laws

Ilias Arnaoutoglou explores the significance of legislation in ancient Greece, the differences and 
similarities between ancient Greek legislation and legislators and their modern counterparts.

Ancient Greek Laws

In this comprehensive and accessible sourcebook, Ilias Arnaoutoglou presents a collection of ancient 
Greek laws, which are situated in their legal and historical contexts and are elucidated with relevant 
selections from Greek literature and epigraphical testimonies. A wide area of legislative activity in major 
and minor Greek city-states, ranging from Delphoi and Athens in mainland Greece, to Gortyn in Crete, 
Olbia in South Russia and Aegean cities including Ephesos, Samos and Thasos, is covered. Ilias 
Arnaoutoglou divides legislation into three main areas: * the household - marriage, divorce, inheritance, 
adoption, sexual offences and personal status * the market-place - trade, finance, sale, coinage 
and leases * the state - constitution, legislative process, public duties, colonies, building activities, 
naval forces, penal regulations, religion, politics and inter-state affairs. Dr Arnaoutoglou explores the 
significance of legislation in ancient Greece, the differences and similarities between ancient Greek 
legislation and legislators and their modern counterparts and also provides fresh translations of the 
legal documents themselves.

Ancient Greek Law in the 21st Century

The ancient Greeks invented written law. Yet, in contrast to later societies in which law became a 
professional discipline, the Greeks treated laws as components of social and political history, reflecting 
the daily realities of managing society. To understand Greek law, then, requires looking into extant 
legal, forensic, and historical texts for evidence of the law in action. From such study has arisen the 
field of ancient Greek law as a scholarly discipline within classical studies, a field that has come into 
its own since the 1970s. This edited volume charts new directions for the study of Greek law in the 
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twenty-first century through contributions from eleven leading scholars. The essays in the book’s first 
section reassess some of the central debates in the field by looking at questions about the role of 
law in society, the notion of “contracts,” feuding and revenge in the court system, and legal protections 
for slaves engaged in commerce. The second section breaks new ground by redefining substantive 
areas of law such as administrative law and sacred law, as well as by examining sources such as 
Hellenistic inscriptions that have been comparatively neglected in recent scholarship. The third section 
evaluates the potential of methodological approaches to the study of Greek law, including comparative 
studies with other cultures and with modern legal theory. The volume ends with an essay that explores 
pedagogy and the relevance of teaching Greek law in the twenty-first century.

The Cambridge Companion to Ancient Greek Law

This Companion volume provides a comprehensive overview of the major themes and topics pertinent 
to ancient Greek law. A substantial introduction establishes the recent historiography on this topic and 
its development over the last 30 years. Many of the 22 essays, written by an international team of 
experts, deal with procedural and substantive law in classical Athens, but significant attention is also 
paid to legal practice in the archaic and Hellenistic eras; areas that offer substantial evidence for legal 
practice, such as Crete and Egypt; the intersection of law with religion, philosophy, political theory, 
rhetoric, and drama, as well as the unity of Greek law and the role of writing in law. The volume is 
intended to introduce non-specialists to the field as well as to stimulate new thinking among specialists.

The Growth of Criminal Law in Ancient Greece

This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California 
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. 
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship 
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1927.

Ancient Law, Ancient Society

An engaging look at how ancient Greeks and Romans crafted laws that fit--and, in turn, changed--their 
worlds

Law and Drama in Ancient Greece

The relationship between law and literature is rich and complex. In the past three and half decades, the 
topic has received much attention from literary critics and legal scholars studying modern literature. 
Despite the prominence of law and justice in Ancient Greek literature, there has been little interest 
among Classical scholars in the connections between law and drama. This is the first collection of 
essays to approach Greek tragedy and comedy from a legal perspective. The volume does not claim 
to provide an exhaustive treatment of law and literature in ancient Greece. Rather it provides a sample 
of different approaches to the topic. Some essays show how knowledge of Athenian law enhances 
our understanding of individual passages in Attic drama and the mimes of Herodas and enriches 
our appreciation of dramatic techniques. Other essays examine the information provided about legal 
procedure found in Aristophanes' comedies or the views about the role of law in society expressed in 
Attic drama. The collection reveals reveal how the study of law and legal procedure can enhance our 
understanding of ancient drama and bring new insights to the interpretation of individual plays.

The Law and the Courts in Ancient Greece

How successful were the Athenians and other Greeks in bringing about the rule of law? What did 
the Greeks recognise as 'law' both in the 'polis' and internationally? How did the courts attempt to 
implement this ideal, and how successful were they? This collection of essays sets out to answer these 
questions, focussing on the following themes: law, religion and the sources of legitimacy; substance 
and procedure; legal arguments in court; documents and witnesses; and law in an international context. 
There is much here to interest not only specialists in Greek law, but also those concerned more 
generally with both Greek history and the history of law. Contributors: Christopher Carey, Angelos 
Chaniotis, Michael Gagarin, Edward M. Harris, Adriaan Lanni, F.S. Naiden, Robert Parker, Peter J. 
Rhodes, Lene Rubinstein, James Sickinger.

The International Law and Custom of Ancient Greece and Rome



The ancient period of Greek history, to which this volume is devoted, began in late Bronze Age in the 
second millennium and lasted almost to the end of the first century BCE, when the last remnant of 
the Hellenistic empire created by Alexander the Great was conquered by the Romans. Extant texts 
of law of actual laws are few and often found embedded in other sources, such as the works of 
orators and historians. Greek literature, from the epics of Homer to the classical dramas, provides 
a valuable source of information. However, since literary sources are fictional portrayals and often 
reflect the times and biases of the authors, other more concrete evidence from archaeology has been 
used throughout the volume to confirm and contextualize the literary evidence about women, crime, 
and punishment in ancient Greece. The volume is divided into three parts: (I) Mykenean and Archaic 
Greece, (II) Classical Greece, and (III the Hellenistic Period. The book includes illustrations, maps, 
lists of Hellenistic dynasties, and Indices of Persons, Place and Subjects. Crime and punishment, 
criminal law and its administration, are areas of ancient history that have been explored less than many 
other aspects of ancient civilizations. Throughout history women have been affected by crime both 
as victims and as offenders. In the ancient world, customary laws were created by men, formal laws 
were written by men, and both were interpreted and enforced by men. This two-volume work explores 
the role of gender in the formation and administration of ancient law and examines the many gender 
categories and relationships established in ancient law, including legal personhood, access to courts, 
citizenship, political office, religious office, professions, marriage, inheritance, and property ownership. 
Thus it focuses on women and crime within the context of women in the society.

The Law in Classical Athens

How should we talk about “the law” in a period so remote from our own and covering such a huge span 
of time and space? From the Code of Hammurabi (ca. 1750 BCE) to Justinian's Corpus Iuris Civilis 
(529-534 CE), A Cultural History of Law in Antiquity draws upon legal texts and non-textual forms (such 
as vase-painting, sculpture, and architecture) to uncover the diverse and rich legal traditions of societies 
ranging from the Ancient Near Eastern cities of Assyria and Babylon in Mesopotamia to the Ancient 
Israelites, and from Ancient Greece to Rome of the Archaic and Classical Periods. With a wealth of 
textual and visual sources, A Cultural History of Law in Antiquity presents essays that examine key 
cultural case studies of the period on the themes of justice, constitution, codes, agreements, arguments, 
property and possession, wrongs, and the legal profession.

Women, Crime and Punishment in Ancient Law and Society

The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Law is a general introduction to the law and legal procedure 
of Greece from the Archaic period to the Roman conquest. The handbook provides a reliable survey 
of the evidence and a critical evaluation of recent trends in scholarship. Among the contributors are 
some of the foremost experts in the field. It covers all aspects of ancient Greek law and the major 
topics of scholarly debate and reviews the status of the available evidence, especially the epigraphical 
material. As a whole, the handbook offers new perspectives, while at the same time discussing 
important avenues for future research. The volume attempts to do justice to the local features of the 
legal system of the numerous Greek city-states, while at the same time outlining the general legal 
principles that bound the Greek cities together. Some chapters examine individual poleis (Athens, 
Sparta, Gortyn, Ptolemaic Egypt), whole others are devoted to comparative studies of specific topics in 
the field: constitutional law, citizenship, marriage law, control of magistrates, law and economy, slavery 
and manumission, interstate relations, and amnesties aimed at ending stasis. Several chapters also 
examine the connection between law and political philosophy in the ancient Greek world. Each chapter 
starts by placing the topic within the larger historical context, then provides an overview of the evidence 
and methodological issues, detailed discussion of major topcis, and a critical evaluation of recent trends 
in scholarship.

A Cultural History of Law in Antiquity

A topic fundamental to understanding the ancient world

The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Law

Drawing on the evidence of anthropology as well as ancient literature and inscriptions, Gagarin 
examines the emergence of law in Greece from the 8th through the 6th centuries B.C., that is, from the 
oral culture of Homer and Hesiod to the written enactment of codes of law in most major cities.



The Law of Ancient Athens

Athenian Law and Society focuses upon the intersection of law and society in classical Athens, 
in relation to topics like politics, class, ability, masculinity, femininity, gender studies, economics, 
citizenship, slavery, crime, and violence. The book explores the circumstances and broader context 
which led to the establishment of the laws of Athens, and how these laws influenced the lives and action 
of Athenian citizens, by examining a wide range of sources from classical and late antique history and 
literature. Kapparis also explores later literature on Athenian law from the Renaissance up to the 20th 
and 21st centuries, examining the long-lasting impact of the world’s first democracy. Athenian Law and 
Society is a study of the intersection between law and society in classical Athens that has a wide range 
of applications to study of the Athenian polis, as well as law, democracy, and politics in both classical 
and more modern settings.

Early Greek Law

Offering a comprehensive account of the ancient origins of an important political institution through 
philological methods, rhetorical analysis of ancient arguments, and comparisons between models of 
judicial review in ancient Greece and the modern United States, Control of the Laws in the Ancient 
Democracy at Athens is an innovative study of ancient Greek law and democracy.

Athenian Law and Society

Designed for students and teachers of Ancient History or Classical Civilisation at school and in early 
university years, this series provides a valuable collection of guides to the history, art, literature, values 
and social institutions of the ancient world. "Early Greek Lawgivers" examines the men who brought 
laws to the early Greek city states, as an introduction both to the development of law and to the basic 
issues in early legal practice. The lawgiver was a man of special status, who could resolve disputes 
without violence, and who brought a sense of order to his community. Figures such as Minos of Crete, 
Lycurgus of Sparta and Solon of Athens resolved the chaos of civil strife by bringing comprehensive 
norms of ethical conduct to their fellows, and establishing those norms in the form of oral or written 
laws. Arbitration, justice, procedural versus substantive law, ethical versus legal norms, and the special 
character of written laws, form the background to the examination of the lawgivers themselves. Crete, 
under king Minos, became an example of the ideal community for later Greeks, such as Plato.The 
unwritten laws of Lycurgus established the foundations of the Spartan state, in contrast with the 
written laws of Solon in Athens. Other lawgivers illustrate particular issues in early law; for instance, 
Zaleucus on the divine source of laws; Philolaus on family law; Phaleas on communism of property; and 
Hippodamus on civic planning. This is an ideal first introduction to the establishment of law in ancient 
Greece. It is written for late school and early university students.

Control of the Laws in the Ancient Democracy at Athens

"Lawmaking and Adjudication in Archaic Greece" re-evaluates central aspects of the genesis and 
application of laws in the communities of archaic Greece, including the structure and function of 
legislative bodies, the composition of the courts, the administration of justice and the use and abuse 
of legal norms and procedures by litigants in the courts and everyday settings. Combining a detailed 
analysis of epigraphical and literary evidence and the application of a model of interpretation borrowed 
from cultural analyses of law, this book argues that far from being monolithic creations of archaic 
polities that unilaterally informed social life, archaic legal systems can be more appropriately viewed as 
ideologically polyvalent and socially complex.It includes legal norms and the administration of justice 
articulated associations with divine and secular authority but also incorporated, mainly in their reception 
and application by average citizens, discourses of utility and resistance that actively contributed in the 
composition of social relations.

Early Greek Lawgivers

This is the sixteenth volume in the Oratory of Classical Greece. This series presents all of the surviving 
speeches from the late fifth and fourth centuries BC in new translations prepared by classical scholars 
who are at the forefront of the discipline. These translations are especially designed for the needs and 
interests of today's undergraduates, Greekless scholars in other disciplines, and the general public. 
Classical oratory is an invaluable resource for the study of ancient Greek life and culture. The speeches 
offer evidence on Greek moral views, social and economic conditions, political and social ideology, law 



and legal procedure, and other aspects of Athenian culture that have recently been attracting particular 
interest: women and family life, slavery, and religion, to name just a few. This volume assembles 
twenty-two speeches previously published in the Oratory series. The speeches are taken from a wide 
range of different kinds of cases—homicide, assault, commercial law, civic status, sexual offenses, and 
others—and include many of the best-known speeches in these areas. They are Antiphon, Speeches 1, 
2, 5, and 6; Lysias 1, 3, 23, 24, and 32; Isocrates 17, 20; Isaeus 1, 7, 8; Hyperides 3; Demosthenes 27, 
35, 54, 55, 57, and 59; and Aeschines 1. The volume is intended primarily for use in teaching courses 
in Greek law or related areas such as Greek history. It also provides the introductions and notes that 
originally accompanied the individual speeches, revised slightly to shift the focus onto law.

Lawmaking and Adjudication in Archaic Greece

The use of writing in the development of Greek law was unique. In this comparative study Professor 
Gagarin shows the reader how Greek law developed and explains why it became so different from 
the legal systems with which most legal historians are familiar. While other early communities wrote 
codes of law for academic or propaganda purposes, the Greeks used writing extensively to make their 
laws available to a relatively large segment of the community. On the other hand, the Greeks made 
little use of writing in litigation whereas other cultures used it extensively in this area, often putting 
written documents at the heart of the judicial process. Greek law thereby avoided becoming excessively 
technical and never saw the development of a specialised legal profession. This book will be of interest 
to those with an interest in the history of law, as well as ancient historians.

Speeches from Athenian Law

This volume presents the Greek text of approximately 200 stone inscriptions, which detail the laws of 
ancient Crete in the archaic and classical periods, c.650-400 BCE. The texts of the inscriptions, many of 
which are fragmentary and relatively unknown, are accompanied by an English translation and also two 
commentaries; one focused on epigraphical and linguistic issues, and the other, requiring no knowledge 
of Greek, focused on legal and historical issues. The texts are preceded by a substantial introduction, 
which surveys the geography, history, writing habits, social and political structure, economy, religion, 
and law of Crete in this period.

Writing Greek Law

Solon (c 658-558 BC) is famous as both statesman and poet but also, and above all, as the paramount 
lawmaker of ancient Athens. Though his works survive only in fragments, we know from the writings 
of Herodotus and Plutarch that his constitutional reforms against the venality, greed and political 
power-play of Attica's tyrants and noblemen were hugely influential-and may even be said to have 
laid the foundations of western democracy. Solon's legal injunctions covered the widest range of 
topics and issues: economics and labour; sexual morality; social issues; and society and politics. Yet 
despite their fame and influence (and Solon's life and work generated a lively reception history), no 
complete edition of these writings has yet been published. This book offers the definitive critical edition 
of Solon's laws that has long been needed. It comprises the original Greek fragments with English 
translations, commentaries, a comprehensive introduction and important comparative Latin texts. It will 
be enthusiastically welcomed by specialists in ancient Greek language and history.

The Laws of Ancient Crete

Countless books detail the development of Roman law and explain the laws of the ancient Romans. 
Similarly, many scholars have traced the law of ancient Athens. Written for both students and educated 
lay readers, the chapters dealing with ancient Greece focus primarily on the law of ancient Athens 
in the 5th and 4th centuries B.C.E. But material relating to other Greek colonies and city states also 
plays a significant role in the development of ancient Greek law. The Roman law chapters explore 
both law and legal institutions and emphasize the growth and expansion of legal principles. Roman 
law still serves as the foundation for the civil laws of many nations today. And given the importance of 
globalization, Roman law is likely to continue to influence the modern word for the foreseeable future. 
Each unit begins with a "Background & Beginnings" chapter that establishes the historical context in 
which law developed and introduces relevant principles of jurisprudence (i.e., legal philosophy). The 
second chapter in each unit covers procedural aspects of the law, such as court structure, judges, 
trial procedure, evidence, and legislation. The remaining chapters examine substantive legal topics 
such as property, contracts, family law, criminal law, and the like.The text also maintains a focus on 



the connections and influences of social, cultural, economic, philosophical, and political forces as they 
have affected law and its development. In addition, several sections of the book add another dimension. 
These sections, entitled "Law in Literature," use works of ancient literature to explore aspects of law 
as seen through the eyes of poets, dramatists, orators, and historians. In theory, modern readers can 
learn a great deal about law through literature because literature often lacks the "official filter" of many 
traditional legal sources.Of course each individual author brings his own biases about law and the legal 
system to his writing. But as long as we acknowledge the potential for such bias, these sections have 
the potential to offer completely different perspectives and insights.

The Growth of Criminal Law in Ancient Greece

Now in its third edition, Introduction to Greek Law remains the sole comprehensive summary of 
Greek law in a language other than Greek. In twenty insightful chapters, written by some of the best 
authorities on Greek law in Greece and in the United States, this book provides both analysis and 
commentary on the various aspects of theory and practice in contemporary Greek law, concentrating 
on comparative law aspects and on differences with corresponding concepts in the Anglo-American 
system and in other European systems. The third edition covers all these areas of substantive law and 
legal practice and more: the Greek Constitution and its relation to international law and the European 
Union; structure and distribution of state powers; effect of EC directives; regulatory authorities and 
administrative action; judicial organization; intellectual property; corporations and partnerships; labor 
relations; arbitration; commercial and maritime law; local government; legal persons; contracts and torts; 
marriage, divorce, and filiation; succession; bankruptcy; choice of law and recognition and enforcement 
of foreign judgments; taxation; investment incentives; and, criminal law and procedure. Of special value 
is the attention to recent revisions of civil, commercial and procedural laws, particularly in the fields of 
conflict of laws, procedure, property, obligations, succession, and family law. Bibliographies accompany 
each chapter, and useful appendices include comprehensive lists of statutes, cases, and international 
conventions. Introduction to Greek Law has been well-received internationally in its earlier editions, 
and the third edition, with its thorough updates, is sure to be equally welcomed by practitioners and 
academics alike

Growth of Criminal Law in Ancient Greece

Based on a sophisticated reading of legal evidence, this book offers a balanced assessment of the 
status of women in classical Greece. Raphael Sealey analyzes the rights of women in marriage, in the 
control of property, and in questions of inheritance. He advances the theory that the legal disabilities of 
Greek women occurred because they were prohibited from bearing arms. Sealey demonstrates that, 
with some local differences, there was a general uniformity in the legal treatment of women in the Greek 
cities. For Athens, the law of the family has been preserved in some detail in the scrupulous records of 
speeches delivered in lawsuits. These records show that Athenian women could testify, own property, 
and be tried for crime, but a male guardian had to administer their property and represent them at law. 
Gortyn allowed relatively more independence to the female than did Athens, and in Sparta, although 
women were allowed to have more than one husband, the laws were similar to those of Athens. Sealey's 
subsequent comparison of the law of these cities with Roman law throws into relief the common 
concepts and aims of Greek law of the family. Originally published in 1990. A UNC Press Enduring 
Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again 
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published 
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both 
historical and cultural value.

The Laws of Solon

In the Laws, Plato describes in fascinating detail a comprehensive system of legislation in a small 
agricultural utopia he named Magnesia. His laws not only govern crime and punishment, but also form 
a code of conduct for all aspects of life in his ideal state - from education, sport and religion to sexual 
behaviour, marriage and drinking parties. Plato sets out a plan for the day-to-day rule of Magnesia, 
administered by citizens and elected officials, with supreme power held by a Council. Although Plato's 
views that citizens should act in complete obedience to the law have been read as totalitarian, the 
Laws nonetheless constitutes a highly impressive programme for the reform of society and provides a 
crucial insight into the mind of one of Classical Greece's foremost thinkers.



The Ancient City

This monograph studies the legislative measures in Plato's ,Laws, and compares them with prevailing 
Greek customs and contemporary Athenian law.

The Essentials of Greek and Roman Law

The Making of Modern Law: Foreign, Comparative and International Law, 1600-1926, brings together 
foreign, comparative, and international titles in a single resource. Its International Law component fea-
tures works of some of the great legal theorists, including Gentili, Grotius, Selden, Zouche, Pufendorf, 
Bijnkershoek, Wolff, Vattel, Martens, Mackintosh, Wheaton, among others. The materials in this archive 
are drawn from three world-class American law libraries: the Yale Law Library, the George Washing-
ton University Law Library, and the Columbia Law Library.Now for the first time, these high-quality 
digital scans of original works are available via print-on-demand, making them readily accessible to 
libraries, students, independent scholars, and readers of all ages.+++++++++++++++The below data 
was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is 
provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: +++++++++++++++Yale Law 
LibraryLP3Y007310219110101The Making of Modern Law: Foreign, Comparative, and International 
Law, 1600-1926Introductory note by Jonn Macdonnell. Index of writier, texts, etc., cited ...: v. 2, p. 
[412]-421.London: Macmillan and Co., Limited, 19112 v. 23 cmUnited Kingdom

Introduction to Greek Law

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Women and Law in Classical Greece

This book discusses how Plato, one the fiercest legal critics in ancient Greece, became – in the longue 
durée – its most influential legislator. Making use of a vast scholarly literature, and offering original 
readings of a number of dialogues, it argues that the need for legal critique and the desire for legal 
permanence set the long arc of Plato’s corpus—from the Apology to the Laws. Modern philosophers 
and legal historians have tended to overlook the fact that Plato was the most prolific legislator in ancient 
Greece. In the pages of his Republic and Laws, he drafted more than 700 statutes. This is more legal 
material than can be credited to the archetypal Greek legislators—Lycurgus, Draco, and Solon. The 
status of Plato’s laws is unique, since he composed them for purely hypothetical cities. And remarkably, 
he introduced this new genre by writing hard-hitting critiques of the Greek ideal of the sovereignty of 
law. Writing in the milieu in which immutable divine law vied for the first time with volatile democratic 
law, Plato rejected both sources of law, and sought to derive his laws from what he called ‘political 
technique’ (politikê technê). At the core of this technique is the question of how the idea of justice relates 
to legal and institutional change. Filled with sharp observations and bold claims, Platonic Legislations 
shows that it is possible to see Plato—and our own legal culture—in a new light “In this provocative, 
intelligent, and elegant work D. L. Dusenbury has posed crucial questions not only as regards Plato’s 
thought in the making, but also as regards our contemporaneity.”—Giorgio Camassa, University of 
Udine “There is a tension in Greek law, and in Greek legal thinking, between an understanding of law 
as unchangeable and authoritative, and a recognition that formal rules are often insufficient for the 
interpretation of reality, and need to be constantly revised to match it. Dusenbury’s book illuminates 
the sophistication of Plato’s legal thought in its engagement with this tension, and explores the potential 
of Plato’s reflection for modern legal theory.”—Mirko Canevaro, The University of Edinburgh

The Laws

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 



true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Plato's Law of Slavery in Its Relation to Greek Law

"Laws" is one of the last dialogues written by the ancient Greek philosopher Plato. It is a lengthy 
and comprehensive exploration of the role that law and legislation play in the lives of individuals and 
communities. Unlike his other dialogues, Plato himself speaks in "Laws" instead of using characters like 
Socrates. The dialogue takes place between three characters: an Athenian stranger, a Spartan named 
Megillus, and a Cretan named Clinias, who discuss laws, politics, and the nature of justice while on 
a pilgrimage to the cave of Zeus in Crete. Throughout the dialogue, the Athenian stranger elaborates 
on the ideal laws that would govern a perfect city-state, touching on a wide range of topics including 
education, family, property, and the nature of the soul.

The International Law and Custom of Ancient Greece and Rome

The Laws is Plato's last, longest, and perhaps, most famous work. It presents a conversation on political 
philosophy between three elderly men: an unnamed Athenian, a Spartan named Megillus, and a Cretan 
named Clinias. They worked to create a constitution for Magnesia, a new Cretan colony that would 
make all of its citizens happy and virtuous. In this work, Plato combines political philosophy with applied 
legislation, going into great detail concerning what laws and procedures should be in the state. For 
example, they consider whether drunkenness should be allowed in the city, how citizens should hunt, 
and how to punish suicide. The principles of this book have entered the legislation of many modern 
countries and provoke a great interest of philosophers even in the 21st century.

The International Law and Custom of Ancient Greece and Rome; Volume 2

This influential survey synthesizes ancient documents and physical evidence to build an account of 
religious, family, and civic life of Periclean Athens and Rome during the time of Cicero.

Platonic Legislations

INTL LAW & CUSTOM OF ANCIENT G
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