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Discover essential strategies for professional child observation to effectively monitor children's devel-
opment. This guide provides insight into techniques for assessing early childhood development and 
understanding the foundational steps that contribute to a child's holistic growth and future professional 
development for those working with them.

We continually expand our textbook library with new academic materials from around 
the world.

We truly appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Professional Child Observation you need is ready to access instantly.
Every visitor is welcome to download it for free, with no charges at all.

The originality of the document has been carefully verified.
We focus on providing only authentic content as a trusted reference.
This ensures that you receive accurate and valuable information.

We are happy to support your information needs.
Don’t forget to come back whenever you need more documents.
Enjoy our service with confidence.

Many users on the internet are looking for this very document.
Your visit has brought you to the right source.
We provide the full version of this document Professional Child Observation absolutely 
free.

How to Observe Children

Shows students how to make the links between observations and child development theory, helping 
them to achieve higher grades in their childcare awards. Provides guidance on terminology and 
presentation to ensure students do the best they can in their assignments. Includes chapters on 
observing for the Birth to Three Framework, the Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. Written 
by an experienced early years professional and author - Sheila Riddall-Leech is Lead Examiner for 
CACHE and author of Childminding and Managing Children's Behaviour.
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Developing High Quality Observation, Assessment and Planning in the Early Years

What is meant by high quality observation in the early years? How do you devise effective next steps 
for young children that build on their interests? How do you ensure that you meet the needs of all 
the children in your care? Offering a fresh approach, this practical toolkit offers a complete guide to 
observation, planning and assessment in the early years. It clearly explains the principles of good 
practice in this area and provides training tools to help practitioners develop their knowledge and 
skills and embed these principles into their setting. The focus throughout is on helping practitioners 
to create their own systems for observation, planning and assessment that are appropriate for the 
children they work with. All the material in the book has been fully tried, tested and proven to work 
and the methods described can be tailored to meet the needs of individual practitioners. Featuring a 
wide range of case studies to illustrate how the principles work in practice, the book includes: Making 
effective observations and assessments Recognising the characteristics of effective learning Ways to 
engage parents in their children’s learning How to identify next steps and learning priorities Dealing with 
barriers and maintaining quality over time With fully photocopiable resources throughout and including 
downloadable training sessions to accompany the book, this is an essential toolkit for all early years 
managers, leaders and those involved in setting support.

Observing Young Children

The main purpose of this text, particularly this edition, is to assist students in developing the skills 
and knowledge necessary to conduct relevant, professional and meaningful observations of young 
children in the field of Early Childhood Education. The text is designed for college or university students 
embarking on a career involving young children. Observing Young Children includes references to var-
ious professions: Teachers, Early Childhood Educators, Early Interventionists and Resource Teachers 
and Consultants – all of whom use observation in a variety of ways for a diverse number of reasons. 
Observation is a language they all speak and understand. Uncovering the developmental process of 
a child’s early years and making it visible to others requires the skills and knowledge of a practiced 
observer. Educators know that one of the best ways to learn about young children is to observe them, 
and the other way is to talk with their families. Through observation and documentation Educators can 
co-construct with children and their families a curriculum that is alive with what matters to them.

Child Observation

This is a key text that enables students to appreciate and understand the central role of observation in 
understanding, planning for and educating early years children. It explores the theoretical background 
to child observation and links it back to practice. Recent important research in the field of child 
observation is highlighted and ethical implications of research in early childhood are considered. This 
is essential for all those studying for degrees and foundation degrees in early childhood, early years 
and related disciplines and for Early Years Teacher candidates. Updated in line with recent policy and 
legislation changes A new chapter on observation documentation in the multi-modal age Includes new 
material and case studies that explores the essential elements of child observation across the world 
Research chapter re-written to make it more accessible for all students More case studies throughout 
linking theory to practice.

Child Observation for Learning and Research

Child Observation for Learning and Research is an exciting new text, providing a thorough grounding 
in the methodology, practice and interpretation of observing children. The authors draw on their expe-
rience and expertise in childcare, education, social work and research to introduce the fundamental 
principles and process of observation, preparing you for your first observation and building knowledge 
and confidence through a wide range of scenarios and activities. The book takes the unique approach 
of demonstrating how acquiring observational skills can serve as a key learning tool, not only helping 
you to understand children, but also to recognise, analyse and question theory, helping you make sense 
of your own learning.

Development & Learning for Very Young Children

'[T]his book has been well planned and provides information which is relevant for students and teachers 
alike in supporting teaching and learning. In particular, the practical aspects of group tasks and 
discussion points enable the reader to develop their reflective skills through the knowledge gained' 



- ESCalate 'This informative and thought-provoking collection of essays brings together theory, policy 
and practice for practitioners working with children aged from birth to three years old...It would be a 
great resource for students' - Nursery World 'This is a very well edited collection easily accessible 
to everyone involved in the early years, with the common thread being the holistic nature of very 
young children's learning. Using the contents of the different chapters for reflection and analysis, those 
implementing the new Early Years Foundation Stage will be able to promote and enhance children's 
development and learning experiences and certainly their own practices...This book powerfully reminds 
readers of what is at the heart of their care and learning interactions with babies and young children' 
- Professor Emeritus Janet Moyles, Play Consultant With a focus on the most critical years in a 
young child's development, this book brings together the essential theory, policy and practice for 
everyone working with young children. Concentrating on the 0 to 3 age range, the book considers 
all relevant legislation such as Every Child Matters and the new Early Years Foundation Stage. The 
content is organized into four sections: - development and learning; - policy to practice; - leadership and 
management; - establishing effective relationships. Examining the influence of policy on practice, issues 
covered include the stages of child development, observing young children, making partnerships with 
parents, building relationships within and between teams, working in a multi-agency way and creating a 
caring and stimulating environment. To illustrate practice and aid reflection, the chapters have: - chapter 
objectives; - case studies; - group tasks; - discussion points; - recommendations for further reading; - 
useful websites. Suitable for all early years students and practitioners, it is a must-have resource.

Observing Children

This user-friendly text is an invaluable guide to observation techniques for everyone working with 
children. It explains why child care workers and teachers need to observe children and gives clear 
instructions on how to carry out their observations. This new edition, which reflects the changes in early 
years education guidelines, now boasts material that relates specifically to the early learning goals of 
the foundation stage. It contains two updated chapters detailing how observations can be used when 
evaluating early learning goals and also assists with foundation stage profiling. Observing Children is 
essential reading for all CACHE Child Care validated courses, NVQs and SNVQs in Child Care and 
Education, GNVQ in Health and Social Care and the new Technical Certificates in Child Care. It will 
also prove invaluable for those training to be teachers in primary school. Book jacket.

Advanced Work-based Practice in the Early Years

Inspired by the first-hand experiences of those studying early childhood education and care, this book 
supports students as they gain advanced knowledge and skills, and embark on the journey from 
inexperienced student to graduate professional. Bringing together advanced theory, links to research, 
and illustrative case studies, Advanced Work-based Practice in the Early Years enables students to 
consolidate learning by applying theory to practice and identifying the skills, knowledge and personal 
traits which will help them succeed as a graduate practitioner. Chapters address a wealth of topical 
issues relating to both the development of the child and the student’s own professional development. 
Areas of focus include ethical practice, safeguarding and child protection, the voice of the child, the 
role of the mentor, observation, assessment and the social and cultural factors which may impact on a 
child’s development. Including reflective activities, practical tips, and examples of student experience 
throughout, this is an essential text for all early years students as they make the transition from 
academic study to professional practice.

Focused Observations

Intentional teaching begins with focused observations and systematic documentation of children's 
learning and development. This book is filled with tools and techniques designed to help early childhood 
educators purposefully observe children, create portfolios with rich documentation, and plan curriculum 
that supports every child. Discussion questions, observation practice exercises, and reflection assign-
ments are included, as well as DVD with classroom vignettes showcasing observation techniques. Gaye 
Gronlund is an early childhood education consultant who trains early childhood educators across the 
country. Marlyn James is an education and early childhood professor.

The Revised EYFS in practice

With the new EYFS in its infancy, this practical professional development title will take practitioners 
through the new policies and provide vital information and practical advice on how to implement it 



effectively. With their wealth of experience in the Early Years, Ann Langston and Dr Jonathan Doherty 
have all the expertise to make this an authoritative book that will be useful to anyone involved in Early 
Years education.

Observing, Assessing and Planning for Children in the Early Years

This introductory text shows how, by observing children knowledgeably, practitioners can plan for and 
assess the young children in their care much more effectively. Observation as a 'tool for learning' has 
long been considered to be one of the most beneficial ways of teaching the very young, and this book 
introduces the work of people who have become famous for their skills as observers, exploring the 
theories behind their work and how this can be related to the day-to-day nursery environment. Sandra 
Smidt uses case studies throughout to explain in detail how young children's development can be 
matched to their exact needs and interests, creating a more positive learning experience for all.

Childhood Observation

Discussing the role of observation in the Early Years environment, this title helps Early Years students 
and practitioners understand the principles and ethical guidelines of observation and assessment 
methods, and encourages them to take a critical stance on different observation methods. It examines 
current initiatives and policies as a context for discussing the theoretical background, and draws on 
a number of methodologies in order to develop clear and systematic ways of making observations, 
recording data and using it to evaluate and assess children.

Professional Development and Quality in Early Childhood Education

This book provides a global overview of developments and discussion around the evaluation of quality 
of early childhood education environments, and the professional development of early childhood 
teachers, during the last decade. It reports on the Early Change project, a European-funded research 
project with the participation of six European countries: Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Portugal, 
and Romania; and offers an in-depth view on the perspectives of early childhood teachers regarding 
their professional development and the quality of early childhood education environment. Additionally, 
it discusses the policies and educational framework supporting the professional development of early 
childhood teachers across Europe. Finally, it proposes an alternative way to integrate the use of 
observational rating scales of early childhood education environments’ quality in teachers’ professional 
development. Presenting up-to-date scholarly research on global trends, this is an easily accessible, 
practical, yet scholarly source of information for researchers, policy makers and practitioners.

Observing Children From Birth to 6

Originally published under title: Observing children, 1995.

Observing Young Children

This fully updated third edition of Learning Through Child Observation is a handbook for professionals 
working in, or students preparing to work in, children's services. This accessible text examines the 
value of observation, its use in assessment and the practical aspects and methods of observational 
study. The authors focus on the importance of fully recognising the child's developmental and emotional 
state when intervening, and the need to see children 'holistically' and as unique individuals within the 
wider context of the family and community. This new edition reflects updates to policy and practice and 
further develops the critical perspective on contemporary thinking about childhood and observational 
methods. This edition has also expanded its focus to include observation of primary-aged children. A 
popular text, it will appeal to students and professionals in all children's services, whether in pre-school, 
schools, social care, mental health or health settings.

Learning Through Child Observation, Third Edition

"More than 50 interactive activities on this 3-CD set give students practice in observation by 
watching video clips of children from infancy through adolescence, and recording their interpreta-
tions."--CD-ROM packaging.

Child Development



How to Use Work Group Supervision to Improve Early Years Practice presents a new model for 
supervision as a collaborative process, and explores how this process can benefit practitioners at all 
stages in their career to reflect on and improve their own practice. Supported by detailed case studies 
which contextualise Work Group Supervision, Louis offers practical support which will help practitioners 
develop their knowledge and skills, and to work together to develop a shared understanding and more 
successful practice. Louis covers a range of insightful topics to help practitioners utilise the Work Group 
Supervision method to improve their practice, including: What Work Group Supervision is and how it 
can help practitioners How to develop self-understanding and professional practice Theories on child 
observation, and using observation to tune into children The importance of respectful interactions as a 
leader and among peers How to Use Work Group Supervision to Improve Early Years Practice is ideal 
for Early Years practitioners and teachers, managers of Early Years settings and students on courses 
for leadership in Early Childhood settings.

How to Use Work Group Supervision to Improve Early Years Practice

The debate surrounding testing and accountability in early childhood education continues, but one 
thing is universally agreed upon: effective observation and assessment of young children's learning are 
critical to supporting their development. Educators balance what they know about child development 
with observation and assessment approaches that both inform and improve the curriculum. This foun-
dational resource for all educators of children from birth through third grade explores What observation 
and assessment are, why to use them, and how Ways to integrate documentation, observation, and 
assessment into the daily routine Practices that are culturally and linguistically responsive Ways 
to engage families in observation and assessment processes How to effectively share children's 
learning with families, administrators, and others Find inspiration to intentionally develop and implement 
meaningful, developmentally appropriate observation and assessment practices to build responsive, 
joyful classrooms.

Spotlight on Young Children

The assessment of young children's development and learning has recently taken on new importance. 
Private and government organizations are developing programs to enhance the school readiness of 
all young children, especially children from economically disadvantaged homes and communities and 
children with special needs. Well-planned and effective assessment can inform teaching and program 
improvement, and contribute to better outcomes for children. This book affirms that assessments can 
make crucial contributions to the improvement of children's well-being, but only if they are well designed, 
implemented effectively, developed in the context of systematic planning, and are interpreted and used 
appropriately. Otherwise, assessment of children and programs can have negative consequences for 
both. The value of assessments therefore requires fundamental attention to their purpose and the 
design of the larger systems in which they are used. Early Childhood Assessment addresses these 
issues by identifying the important outcomes for children from birth to age 5 and the quality and 
purposes of different techniques and instruments for developmental assessments.

Early Childhood Assessment

Children are already learning at birth, and they develop and learn at a rapid pace in their early years. 
This provides a critical foundation for lifelong progress, and the adults who provide for the care and 
the education of young children bear a great responsibility for their health, development, and learning. 
Despite the fact that they share the same objective - to nurture young children and secure their future 
success - the various practitioners who contribute to the care and the education of children from 
birth through age 8 are not acknowledged as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and 
competencies needed to do their jobs well. Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 
8 explores the science of child development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals 
who work with children. This report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, 
the settings in which they work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide 
professional learning, and the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these 
systems. This book then makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and 
the practice environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create 
a blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning, 
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for effective 
professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive relation-



ships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and learning and 
are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 
8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional practice, specific actions to 
improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and research to continue to build 
the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform future actions. The recommendations 
of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of the care and the education that children 
receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.

Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8

Packed with examples of observation techniques, skills and documented examples, this text covers 
the child observation components of all major child-care courses, in particular CACHE CCE and DCE, 
NVQ Level 2 and 3 as well as BTEC.

A Practical Guide to Child Observation and Assessment

Observing and recording the development of young children ages two to six years old in an early 
childhood classroom setting.

Learning to See

Children develop and learn best when their environment is tailored to their individual needs, supported 
through careful observation, informed assessment and dynamic planning – a cycle which is the bedrock 
of good early years practice. Although the EYFS recommends that observation, assessment and 
planning should be linked in a constant, cyclical process, in practice this can be a significant challenge. 
This book presents an integrated framework which puts the cycle into practical terms, bringing it all 
together to ensure a seamless process and to support you in this vital part of your work. The focus 
is on the critical links within the cycle and combines theory with proven good practice, including: 
Making and recording observations effectively and efficiently How observations should inform next 
steps, assessment and planning Bringing all the information together into a cyclical process Exploring 
potential challenges Using reflective practice to refine and improve your techniques Rich in practical ex-
amples and case studies that illustrate how the cyclical framework works in practice, this is an excellent 
resource for early years practitioners and students looking to improve their observation, assessment 
and planning techniques. “Observation, Assessment and Planning in the Early Years – Bringing it All 
Together, actually does bring it all together. Kathy Brodie has linked theorists from the past to the 
present, skilfully connecting to the revised EYFS. Early Years students and practitioners will have the 
opportunity to reflect on the innovative ideas that she has suggested. Kathy has also included detailed 
information on observing SEN children. This modern update to observation, assessment and planning 
is a must read for the early years sector.” Laura Henry, Managing Director, Childcare Consultancy 
“This is a very well researched and practical guide to observation, planning and assessment in the 
Early Years. Kathy has collected together both historical and current thinking and ideas around the 
subject and then presented them in a way that is easy for the reader to access, understand and, more 
importantly, apply. The structure and format of the book helps the reader to check their understanding 
of the key learning points and then supports them in working through any challenges that they may 
have along with answers to key questions. Observation, Planning and Assessment in the Early Years 
is an essential read for all Early Years Practitioners from those with experience to those just starting 
out.” Alistair Bryce-Clegg, Early Years Consultant “This is a wonderful and timely resource to help 
practitioners make and use well informed judgements of young children’s learning and achievement. 
The four threads of observation, assessment, next steps and planning are skilfully woven together. 
Plentiful exemplifications and case studies vividly illustrate theoretical points and give young children a 
central place in the book.” Marion Dowling, Early Years Specialist and Vice President of Early Education

Observing Development of the Young Child

Observation is an essential skill for all who work as carers and educators of children. It is the key 
way to assess a child's stage of development, to assess their progress, to alert you to their needs, to 
plan for their teaching and to enjoy each child's unique qualities. This book has been written to guide 
you through the process and to become a skilled practitioner. Observing Children and Young People: 
- is based on real observations - describes aims and objectives - illustrates methods of recording 
observations - provides guidance on observing children with SEN - suggests activities for promoting 
progress - offers a detailed breakdown of developmental milestones. Now in its 4th edition, this is a 



well-established, user-friendly and invaluable guide to observation techniques for everyone working 
with children and young people, with new material on observation of an extended age range, from 
0--16 years. It is essential reading for all CACHE, Edexcel, Open University and City & Guilds validated 
courses for a vast range of childcare practitioners who work in a variety of settings, including schools, 
nurseries, hospitals and homes. Contents will also appeal to teaching assistants, trainee and practising 
teachers, and those studying for foundation and undergraduate degrees in Childhood Studies.

Observation, Assessment And Planning In The Early Years - Bringing It All Together

This book grew out of a three-year study of one child, documenting her social, emotional and cognitive 
development. It provides a valuable insight for all students and teachers of child development at the 
individual level. The observations and assessments are presented here as a model for students to use 
in their own observations aimed at supporting and extending children's learning. The book sets out 
theories and traditions in early childhood development and care, as well as ways of analyzing obser-
vations. This is an essential book for students and practitioners involved in research and observation 
in early years settings.

Observing Children and Young People

The Power of Observation explores the vital connection between observing and effective teaching. 
Much more than just a set of skills, observation is a mind-set of openness and wonder that helps 
teachers and caregivers get to know more about each child in their care. The link between observation 
and building relationships is an important theme of this book. The authors share their own experiences 
and those of many others to illustrate how observation helps teachers and caregivers become more 
effective in the child care center, preschool, family child care home, or elementary classroom. It offers 
guidelines for effective observation and specific strategies to help you refine your observation skills 
and transform observing into an integral part of your teaching. This second edition includes expanded 
guidance on applying what you learn from observation into your daily practices and a new study guide. 
This study guide was developed based on recommendations from numerous university and community 
college professors who use the book as the textbook for their courses. We are pleased that NAEYC 
has chosen to make this book a 2007 Comprehensive Member Benefit.

Child Development and Learning 2-5 Years

This book explains the unique insights that child observation can bring to practice with children and 
families and helps the reader develop their own skills in this approach. The ability to observe and to 
process what is seen is crucial in social work with children and families. Yet successive inquiries into 
child deaths have demonstrated the problems faced by professionals in doing what is superficially 
a very straightforward task, highlighting the difficulties in seeing, thinking about and developing an 
understanding of the child’s experience. This book helps readers to develop an understanding of what 
is entailed in observation, explaining the unique insights that child observation can bring to practice 
with children and families. By drawing out relevant theoretical concepts it aids their understanding of 
what they are observing and so helps them to develop their own skills. Key theoretical concepts are 
brought together from developmental psychology and psychoanalytic thinking in a way that enables 
practitioners to draw on these to inform and enrich their thinking. Useful case studies are presented 
which practitioners can relate to their own practice when they are struggling to make sense of difficult 
situations.

The Power of Observation

Early Learning Standards and Staff Development helps directors and trainers guide early childhood 
staff to fulfill learning standards, often without compromising best practices. Written by respected 
consultants Gaye Gronlund and Marlyn James, it is one of few books on staff development in the 
area of learning standards. The book includes activities for reflecting on issues such as how much 
teachers should direct each type of classroom activity, and helps staff developers assist teachers in 
strengthening their observation and documentation skills. The book comes with a DVD featuring video 
vignettes to accompany the observation exercises, as well as PowerPoint training aids.

Observing Children and Families



This is a key text for all those studying for degrees and foundation degrees in early childhood, early 
years and related disciplines and for candidates on EYPS pathways. It enables students to appreciate 
the central role of observation for understanding, planning for and educating early years children. The 
theoretical background to child observation is covered in detail, the text highlights important works 
and considers the ethical implications. This Second Edition includes new chapters on recording and 
analysing and the curriculum and is fully updated throughout with links to the updated Early Years 
Foundation Stage. Interactive activities and real life case studies are included to help the reader engage 
with the text and make essential links between theory and practice. Ioanna Palaiologou is a lecturer and 
researcher at the Centre for Educational Studies at the University of Hull and a Chartered Psychologist 
of the British Psychological Society with specialism on child development and learning theories. Ioanna 
is currently leading the Masters in Early Childhood Studies, supervises a number of PhD students 
and is the Academic coordinator for Research Students Support. About the Early Years Series This 
series has been designed to support degree and foundation degree students of early years, early 
childhood and realted disciplines. Each text takes a focused look at a specific topic and approaches it 
in an accessible and user-friendly way. Activities pose questions to prompt thought and discussion, and 
further reading suggestions, including useful websites, are provided to help students access extended 
learning in each topic. Other titles in the series are Child Development for Early Childhood Studies, 
Successful Placements in Early Years Settings and Childhood in Society for Early Childhood Studies.

Early Learning Standards and Staff Development

This is a book about the process of finding user-friendly and purposeful ways of observing and planning 
that will help those who are working with young children in a variety of settings to look with insight at 
children, providing what they need in order to develop and learn optimally. By examining the historic 
background of observing and planning, and describing examples of good practice in different group 
settings, this book will help to monitor a child's progress - what is needed now and to work out what 
is needed next. The real life case studies from various settings including day care, nursery school, 
primary school, private sector and Soweto examine different observation techniques, looking at their 
strengths, drawbacks and use in everyday practice. Examples from the UK and internationally illustrate 
the history and importance of observation in a range of contexts, while a glossary clearly explains the 
key terminology. All the examples given in this book can be used with different National Framework 
documents worldwide, bearing in mind however the authors' belief that curriculum frameworks must 
be used as a resource and never as a limiting straitjacket. Drawing on key theory and research, the 
book's chapters cover: Flexible planning Record keeping Working with parents Using technology. Full 
colour photographs, illustrations and useful charts and diagrams make this an accessible and engaging 
resource that will no doubt be invaluable to any early years practitioner. This book was originally 
published as Getting to Know You - part of the 0-8 series.

Child Observation for the Early Years

Early childhood studies is fast becoming a separate academic discipline, and this single volume 
provides an overview of current issues and approaches in the subject as taught on many courses. The 
book reflects the multi-professional and multi-disciplinary range and scope of the subject, introducing 
students to different ways of studying the richness and complexity of children's lives and children's 
worlds.

Observing Young Children

Week by Week: Plans for Documenting Children's Development, 4e is a reference that not only presents 
the technical aspects of many various methods of documentation, it also reviews domains of develop-
ment and the efficiency of each method to capture important information. Early childhood professionals 
should be keeping written records for every child in their group, documenting events, achievements, 
and concerns. There are many methods or types of documentation to use. The dilemma of both child 
development learners and professionals is how to manage detailed, meaningful documentation while 
attending to all the functions that they need to perform to keep children safe and actively involved 
in learning. This book is an all-purpose guide for learners and practitioners to gather meaningful 
developmental information. The new online companion contains forms and additional resources that will 
assist in using the child assessments to guide curriculum planning. Also added to this new edition are 
?It Happened To Me? vignettes that illustrate key points and are both entertaining as well as illustrative 
of the experiences of real professionals. It also includes an expanded discussion of the implications of 



No Child Left Behind and authentic assessment by portfolio documentation. The book can be useful for 
courses in observation methods, child development, curriculum planning and practicum. This reference 
is a must-have that provides a year's plan for gathering developmental data on every child; something 
every classroom teacher needs.

Early Childhood Studies

Help students build knowledge and prepare for assessment with this essential classroom resource from 
Penny Tassoni and Louise Burnham - the only textbook tailored to the CACHE Level 2 Award in Child 
Development and Care. - Clearly defines 'High Priority' concepts the learner should take away from 
each section - Shows how each topic is used in practice through 'Theory in Action' sections - Explains 
each of the relevant grading criteria with reference to CACHE tasks - Written by the highly experienced 
and expert author team of Penny Tassoni and Louise Burnham This textbook is relevant to the following 
two qualifications: NCFE CACHE Level 2 Award in Child Development and Care (600/6644/1) NCFE 
CACHE Level 2 Technical Award in Child Development and Care (603/3293/1)

WEEK BY WEEK, PLANS FOR DOCUMENTING CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT WITH PROFES-
SIONAL ENHANCEMENT BOOKLET

This title is designed to help early years practitioners in any setting understand clearly and precisely 
how to best plan for and observe learning in the early years. This title covers all the key aspects of 
planning and observing that affect those in practice, including how to: Assess and observe children, 
Put children at the heart of your planning, Link observation to planning, Plan for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. This title also includes printable/photocopiable forms for you to use to structure your 
own planning and observations with, and help you to put the best practice examples in this book directly 
into practice.

CACHE Level 2 Award in Child Development and Care

This fully revised second edition of Observing, Assessing and Planning for Children in the Early Years 
provides a detailed analysis of what is meant by the observation of young learners and why this is 
so vital to early years practitioners and students. In this accessible and insightful text, Sandra Smidt 
examines the various theories of how young children develop and learn, which have been put forward 
by thinkers and writers across time and place so the reader has a genuinely global view of early 
childhood. She then highlights how important it is for practitioners in schools, nurseries and settings 
to think carefully about what they have seen and heard in light of what they, as adults, already know 
about the children and their learning. Also included in this text is a helpful ‘Try Your Hand’ section where 
readers are invited to make their own judgements about what they have read, as well as a section on 
observing and assessing not only the nursery-aged children but also babies and toddlers.

Early Years Observation and Planning in Practice

Nilsen's WEEK BY WEEK: PLANS FOR DOCUMENTING CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT, 8th Edition, 
provides an overview of accepted observation and recording methods, including examples and guid-
ance about the advantages and disadvantages of each. Each chapter summarizes a developmental 
domain to focus your observation skills as you practice a specific recording method. These are 
integrated into a concrete, systematic plan for recording each child's development in all developmental 
areas -- a plan that can be extended over 40 weeks while in practicum, field experiences or your 
own classroom. It provides numerous practical observation forms and integrates NAEYC standards 
and Developmentally Appropriate Practices and learning objectives. Real-life anecdotes, practical tips, 
forms with clear instructions and step-by-step guidelines make this a valuable resource for teachers in 
training and practicing professionals.

Observing Young Children

Observation is watching and listening to learn about individual children. When teachers observe in a 
purposeful and intentional way, they form better relationships with children and families and become 
more responsive teachers. A companion to the best-selling book The Power of Observation, this 
workbook guides teachers through four phases of using observation to teach responsively--asking 
questions; watching, listening, and recording; reflecting; and responding. Its sixteen exercises are each 
linked to a 3-5 minute video clip. By taking you inside real classrooms, it enables you to observe children 



in action as they work and play, interacting with materials, other children, and adults. Observation: The 
Key to Responsive Teaching is designed for Head Start, infant, toddler, preschool, and kindergarten 
teachers, and for family child-care providers, staff developers, and college instructors. It may be used by 
individual teachers or by colleagues who are working together to improve their practice. Administrators, 
coaches, and college instructors can use the material as part of a multi-week course or as the basis 
for structured staff development workshops.

Week by Week: Plans for Documenting Children's Development

Based on the pioneering work of Mary D. Sheridan, Play in Early Childhood is a classic introductory 
text to play and development – key topics for all those who work with young children. Updated for a 
contemporary audience and fully evidence-based, it explains how children’s play develops and how 
they develop as they play. With over eighty illustrations and observations of play from birth to six years, 
this new edition presents classical and contemporary literature, making clear links between play and all 
areas of children’s development. It includes activities to consolidate thinking and suggestions for further 
reading throughout. Play in Early Childhood considers: the development, value and characteristics of 
play issues relating to culture, adversity and gender play from recreational, therapeutic and educational 
perspectives the role of parents/caregivers and professionals in supporting play Suitable for those new 
to the area or for more experienced workers wanting a quick reference guide, this easy-to-follow book 
meets the needs of students and professionals from a wide range of health, education and social care 
backgrounds, including early years professionals, playworkers, children’s nurses, speech and language 
therapists and social workers.

Observation

Play in Early Childhood
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