
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UDHR origins, Drafting human rights, Intent of UDHR, Human rights history

The Universal Declaration Of Human Rights Origins Draft-
ing And Intent

#Universal Declaration of Human Rights #UDHR origins #Drafting human rights #Intent of UDHR #Human rights 
history 

Explore the foundational journey of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, tracing its pivotal ori-
gins, the meticulous drafting process, and the profound intent that established this landmark document 
for global human rights.
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Book for 1999 Born of a shared revulsion 
against the horrors of the Holocaust, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has become the 
single most important statement of international ethics. It was inspired by and reflects the full scope 
of President Franklin Roosevelt's famous four freedoms: "the freedom of speech and expression, the 
freedom of worship, the freedom from want, and the freedom from fear." Written by a UN commission 
led by Eleanor Roosevelt and adopted in 1948, the Declaration has become the moral backbone of 
more than two hundred human rights instruments that are now a part of our world. The result of a 
truly international negotiating process, the document has been a source of hope and inspiration to 
thousands of groups and millions of oppressed individuals.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

"This project is an artistic interpretation of the UDHR. This is a series of linocut prints highlighting the 
preamble and the 30 articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights."--Artist's statement.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Book for 1999 Born of a shared revulsion 
against the horrors of the Holocaust, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has become the 
single most important statement of international ethics. It was inspired by and reflects the full scope 
of President Franklin Roosevelt's famous four freedoms: "the freedom of speech and expression, the 
freedom of worship, the freedom from want, and the freedom from fear." Written by a UN commission 
led by Eleanor Roosevelt and adopted in 1948, the Declaration has become the moral backbone of 
more than two hundred human rights instruments that are now a part of our world. The result of a 
truly international negotiating process, the document has been a source of hope and inspiration to 
thousands of groups and millions of oppressed individuals.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is one of the most important and debated 
sociopolitical documents of the twentieth century. A leading authority on the UDHR, Johannes Morsink 
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is the author of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Origins, Drafting, and Intent (2000) and 
Inherent Human Rights: Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration (2009). With this new book, 
Morsink has now written a volume for a new generation of human rights students and activists, one 
that presents an article-by-article account of the formulation of each article in the UDHR. The author 
comments perceptively on how they have been argued, argued over, and used in a wide range of 
political discourses. Comprised of short essays on each of the Declaration's thirty articles, this book 
constitutes the most accessible and comprehensive approach to this document and explicates the 
UDHR's continued relevance in contemporary times. Throughout the book, Morsink explains how this 
1948 iconic text can help us in the twenty-first century. He shows us the high moral ground we need 
to fight evils perpetuated during and after World War II that now present themselves in new garb and 
does so in a clear and concise manner.

Article by Article

A collection of United Nations documents associated with the drafting of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, these volumes facilitate research into the scope of, meaning of and intent behind the 
instrument's provisions. It permits an examination of the various drafts of what became the thirty articles 
of the Declaration, including one of the earliest documents – a compilation of human rights provisions 
from national constitutions, organised thematically. The documents are organised chronologically and 
thorough thematic indexing facilitates research into the origins of specific rights and norms. It is also 
annotated in order to provide information relating to names, places, events and concepts that might 
have been familiar in the late 1940s but are today more obscure.

1948-1968, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Confronting the evils of World War II and building on the legacy of the 1776 Declaration of Independence 
and the 1789 French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, a group of world citizens 
including Eleanor Roosevelt drafted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Adopted by the United 
Nations in 1948, the Universal Declaration has been translated into 300 languages and has become 
the basis for most other international human rights texts and norms. In spite of the global success of 
this document, however, a philosophical disconnect exists between what major theorists have said a 
human right is and the foundational text of the very movement they advocate. In Inherent Human Rights: 
Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration, philosopher and political theorist Johannes Morsink 
offers an alternative to contemporary assumptions. A major historian of the Universal Declaration, 
Morsink traces the philosophical roots of the Declaration back to the Enlightenment and to a shared 
revulsion at the horrors of the Holocaust. He defends the Declaration's perspective that all people 
have human rights simply by virtue of being born into the human family and that human beings have 
these rights regardless of any government or court action (or inaction). Like mathematical principles, 
human rights are truly universal, not the products of a particular culture, economic scheme, or political 
system. Our understanding of their existence can be blocked only by madness and false ideologies. 
Morsink argues that the drafters of the Declaration shared this metaphysical view of human rights. By 
denying the inherence of human rights and their metaphysical nature, and removing the concepts of the 
Declaration from their historical and philosophical context, contemporary constructivist scholars and 
pragmatic activists create an unnecessary and potentially dangerous political fog. The book carefully 
dissects various human rights models and ends with a defense of the Declaration's cosmopolitan vision 
against charges of unrealistic utopianism and Western ethnocentrism. Inherent Human Rights takes 
exception to the reigning view that the Golden Rule is the best defense of human rights. Instead, it calls 
for us to "follow the lead of the Declaration's drafters and liberate the idea of human rights from the 
realm of the political and the juridical, which is where contemporary theorists have imprisoned it."

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

This volume celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 
In so doing, it offers a comprehensive and systematic treatment of the rights and duties contained 
in the UDHR, in the light of its history, the intentions of its drafters ant the standard-setting activities 
and monitoring efforts which have grown out of its existence. Each article of the UDHR is treated 
in a separate chapter; each chapter is written by different authors, all scholars from or associated 
with the Nordic countries, all active in human rights work, either academically or in the field. A 
consolidated bibliography completes the collection. The subtitle of this volume is "A Common Standard 



of Achievement," a phrase drawn from the Preamble of the UDHR. In many ways, this collection is 
intended to demonstrate that this phrase has, to a considerable extent, come true.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

This book is one of the first studies in the new field of the sociology of human rights,and it centres its 
analysis on labour rights. Such rights are of critical importance in this field, work being the defining 
aspect of many peoples lives and a central concern of sociology.

Inherent Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is one of the world's best-known and most translated 
documents. When it was presented to the United Nations General Assembly in December in 1948, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, chair of the writing group, called it a new "Magna Carta for all mankind." The 
passage of time has shown Roosevelt to have been largely correct in her prediction as to the 
declaration's importance. No other document in the world today can claim a comparable standing in the 
international community. Roosevelt and French legal expert René Cassin have often been represented 
as the principal authors of the declaration. But in fact, it resulted from a collaborative effort involving 
a number of individuals in different capacities. One of the declaration's most important authors was 
the vice chairman of the Human Rights Commission, Peng Chun Chang (1892-1957), a Chinese 
diplomat and philosopher whose contribution has been the focus of growing attention in recent years. 
Indeed, it is Chang who deserves the credit for the universality and religious ecumenism that are now 
regarded as the declaration's defining features. Despite this, Chang's extraordinary contribution has 
been overlooked by historians. Peng Chun Chang was a modern-day Renaissance man—teacher, 
scholar, university chancellor, playwright, diplomat, and politician. A true cosmopolitan, he was deeply 
involved in the cultural exchange between East and West, and the dramatic events of his life left a 
profound mark on his intellectual and political work. P. C. Chang and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is the first biography of this extraordinary actor on the world stage, who belonged to the same 
generation as Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek. Drawing on previously unknown sources, it casts 
new light on Chang's multifaceted life and involvement with one of modern history's most important 
documents.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Has there always been an inalienable 'right to have rights' as part of the human condition, as Hannah 
Arendt famously argued? The contributions to this volume examine how human rights came to define 
the bounds of universal morality in the course of the political crises and conflicts of the twentieth 
century. Although human rights are often viewed as a self-evident outcome of this history, the essays 
collected here make clear that human rights are a relatively recent invention that emerged in contingent 
and contradictory ways. Focusing on specific instances of their assertion or violation during the past 
century, this volume analyzes the place of human rights in various arenas of global politics, providing an 
alternative framework for understanding the political and legal dilemmas that these conflicts presented. 
In doing so, this volume captures the state of the art in a field that historians have only recently begun 
to explore.

Making Human Rights Work Globally

FINALIST FOR THE ROBERT F. KENNEDY BOOK AWARD • “An important, potentially galvanizing 
book, and in this frightful, ferocious time, marked by war and agony, it is urgent reading.”—Blanche 
Wiesen Cook, Los Angeles Times Unafraid to speak her mind and famously tenacious in her con-
victions, Eleanor Roosevelt was still mourning the death of FDR when she was asked by President 
Truman to lead a controversial commission, under the auspices of the newly formed United Nations, to 
forge the world’s first international bill of rights. A World Made New is the dramatic and inspiring story 
of the remarkable group of men and women from around the world who participated in this historic 
achievement and gave us the founding document of the modern human rights movement. Spurred on 
by the horrors of the Second World War and working against the clock in the brief window of hope 
between the armistice and the Cold War, they grappled together to articulate a new vision of the rights 
that every man and woman in every country around the world should share, regardless of their culture 
or religion. A landmark work of narrative history based in part on diaries and letters to which Mary 
Ann Glendon, an award-winning professor of law at Harvard University, was given exclusive access, A 



World Made New is the first book devoted to this crucial turning point in Eleanor Roosevelt’s life, and 
in world history.

P. C. Chang and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Published on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Human Rights in the Twentieth Century

Johannes Morsink argues that the 1948 UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the human 
rights movement today are direct descendants of revulsion to the Holocaust and the desire to never 
let it happen again. Much recent scholarship about human rights has severed this link between the 
Holocaust, the Universal Declaration, and contemporary human rights activism in favor of seeing the 
1970s as the era of genesis. Morsink forcefully presents his case that the Universal Declaration was 
indeed a meaningful though underappreciated document for the human rights movement and that the 
declaration and its significance cannot be divorced from the Holocaust. He reexamines this linkage 
through the working papers of the commission that drafted the declaration as well as other primary 
sources. This work seeks to reset scholarly understandings of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the foundations of the contemporary human rights movement.

A World Made New

Human rights is an important issue in contemporary politics, and the last few decades have also seen 
a remarkable increase in research and teaching on the subject. This book introduces students to the 
study of human rights and aims to build on their interest while simultaneously offering an alternative 
vision of the subject. Many texts focus on the theoretical and legal issues surrounding human rights. 
This book adopts a substantially different approach which uses empirical data derived from research 
on human rights by political scientists to illustrate the occurrence of different types of human rights 
violations across the world. The authors devote attention to rights as well as to responsibilities, neither 
of which stops at one country's political borders. They also explore how to deal with repression and 
the aftermath of human rights violations, making students aware of the prospects for and realities of 
progress.

Aristotle On the Generation of Animals

In 1948, Eleanor Roosevelt served as chairwoman of the United Nations committee to create this 
declaration of moral conscience, now used by Amnest International as their founding document. This 
edition is in six languages: English, Spanish, French, Chinese, Russian, and Arabic.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

What's Wrong with Rights? argues that contemporary rights-talk obscures the importance civic virtue, 
military effectiveness and the democratic law legitimacy. It draws upon legal and moral philosophy, 
moral theology, and court judgments. It spans discussions from medieval Christendom to contemporary 
debates about justified killing.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Holocaust

This is the first book that explicitly outlines Asian contributions to the elaboration of universal human 
rights values that were proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. Evidence of 
Asia’s contribution from the historical records of the Commission on Human Rights (1946 to 1948) 
profoundly refutes any remnants of the relativist ‘Asian values’ discourse. Asians shaped the ‘new 
humanism’ of the UDHR and the universal values that they also brought to bear on the drafting of 
this document. The book brings this evidence into focus in order to enter them into contemporary 
human rights discourse in Asia. The book coincides with the 70th anniversary (2018) of the UDHR and 
contributes to the ongoing global dialogue between states and societies in the development of human 
rights norms. At this time, the elucidation of the Asian contribution in this work is part of this dialogue.

The Politics of Human Rights

Human rights offer a vision of international justice that today’s idealistic millions hold dear. Yet the very 
concept on which the movement is based became familiar only a few decades ago when it profoundly 



reshaped our hopes for an improved humanity. In this pioneering book, Samuel Moyn elevates that 
extraordinary transformation to center stage and asks what it reveals about the ideal’s troubled present 
and uncertain future. For some, human rights stretch back to the dawn of Western civilization, the 
age of the American and French Revolutions, or the post–World War II moment when the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was framed. Revisiting these episodes in a dramatic tour of humanity’s 
moral history, The Last Utopia shows that it was in the decade after 1968 that human rights began to 
make sense to broad communities of people as the proper cause of justice. Across eastern and western 
Europe, as well as throughout the United States and Latin America, human rights crystallized in a few 
short years as social activism and political rhetoric moved it from the hallways of the United Nations 
to the global forefront. It was on the ruins of earlier political utopias, Moyn argues, that human rights 
achieved contemporary prominence. The morality of individual rights substituted for the soiled political 
dreams of revolutionary communism and nationalism as international law became an alternative to 
popular struggle and bloody violence. But as the ideal of human rights enters into rival political agendas, 
it requires more vigilance and scrutiny than when it became the watchword of our hopes.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Captures the essence of the multi-layered subject of human rights law in a way that is authoritative, 
critical and scholarly.

What's Wrong with Rights?

In 1940 the Second World War continued to rage, and atrocities wreaked around the globe made 
international waves. Wells, a socialist and prominent political thinker as well as a first-rate novelist, set 
down in The Rights of Man a stirring manifesto, designed to instruct the international community on 
how best to safeguard human rights. The work gained traction, and was soon under discussion for 
becoming actual legislation. Although Wells didn’t live to see it enacted, his words laid the groundwork 
for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which enshrined human rights in law for the first time, 
and was adopted by the United Nations in 1948, changing the course of history for ever and granting 
fundamental rights to billions. This edition has an introduction by Burhan Sönmez, President of PEN 
International, ‘He Told Us So’. 'A born story-teller.' J.B. Priestly 'A great artist.' Vladimir Nabokov

Asia and the Drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

This book is devoted to the 25th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on the Right to 
Development. It contains a collection of analytical studies of various aspects of the right to development, 
which include the rule of law and good governance, aid, trade, debt, technology transfer, intellectual 
property, access to medicines and climate change in the context of an enabling environment at the 
local, regional and international levels. It also explores the issues of poverty, women and indigenous 
peoples within the theme of social justice and equity. The book considers the strides that have been 
made over the years in measuring progress in implementing the right to development and possible 
ways forward to make the right to development a reality for all in an increasingly fragile, interdependent 
and ever-changing world.

The Last Utopia

The international human rights system remains as dynamic as ever. If at the end of the last century 
there was a sense that the normative and institutional development of the system had been completed 
and that the emphasis should shift to issues of implementation, nothing of the sort occurred. Even over 
the last few years significant changes happened, as this book amply demonstrates. We hope that this 
Manual makes a contribution to the development of International Human Rights Law and is of interest 
for those working in the field of promotion and protection of human rights. The book is the result of a joint 
project under the auspices of HumanitarianNet, a Thematic Network led by the University of Deusto, 
and the European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation (EIUC, Venice).

The Cambridge Companion to Human Rights Law

In Revolution of the Right to Education, A. Reis Monteiro offers an interdisciplinary and topical 
introduction to the International Education Law, broadly defined, striving to explain why the normative 
integrity of the right to education carries far-reaching revolutionary significance.



The Rights of Man

Natural Right and History is widely recognized as Strauss’s most influential work. The six lectures, 
written while Strauss was at the New School, and a full transcript of the 1949 Walgreen Lectures show 
Strauss working toward the ideas he would present in fully matured form in his landmark work. In 
them, he explores natural right and the relationship between modern philosophers and the thought 
of the ancient Greek philosophers, as well as the relation of political philosophy to contemporary 
political science and to major political and historical events, especially the Holocaust and World War 
II. Previously unpublished in book form, Strauss’s lectures are presented here in a thematic order 
that mirrors Natural Right and History and with interpretive essays by J. A. Colen, Christopher Lynch, 
Svetozar Minkov, Daniel Tanguay, Nathan Tarcov, and Michael Zuckert that establish their relation to 
the work. Rounding out the book are copious annotations and notes to facilitate further study.

Realizing the Right to Development

When the United Nations General Assembly approved the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 
December 1948, it was hailed as a major advancement for humanity. In the aftermath of the horrors 
of World War II, nations around the world worked together for the first time in history to affirm the 
importance of human life and dignity. Illustrated with full-color and black-and-white photographs, and 
accompanied by a chronology, bibliography, and further resources, The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, Updated Edition details how the Declaration was written through the tireless efforts of the 
drafting committee and of the Human Rights Commission, composed of former first lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt of the United States, René Cassin of France, Charles Malik of Lebanon, P.C. Chang of 
China, and John Humphrey of Canada. Readers will learn how the essential tenets of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights have continued to guide the global human rights movement for decades. 
Historical spotlights and excerpts from primary source documents are also included.

International Human Rights Law in a Global Context

His brief pamphlet Indignez-vous! (Cry Out!) is an international bestseller, calling for a return to the 
values of his native France’s “greatest generation,” the resistance fighters of World War II. It has inspired 
citizens participating in the Arab Spring and Occupy Wall Street uprisings. Now Stéphane Hessel, one of 
France’s preeminent thinkers and activists, is back. With extraordinary insight, the ninety-four-year-old 
Hessel gives his intellectual autobiography. His thinking is nourished by the exchange he has main-
tained for years with his close friends, as well as prominent political and literary figures: Edgar Morin, 
Jean-Paul Dollé, Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Régis Debray, Peter Sloterdijk, Laure Adler, Michel Rocard, and 
Jean-Claude Carrière. This book is accessible and profound—it is for all those who seek, despite the 
contradictions and violence of our contemporary lives, to “regain our dignity as men and women while 
governed by a frenzy of selfish and irresponsible people.” This book is, for Stéphane Hessel, a way to 
encourage us to reflect on the past in order to take charge of our future destiny. At once a handbook 
for the revolutionary, a treatise on human rights, and an inside look at the relationships, thoughts, and 
recollections of one of the most important figures in France today, this is a not-to-be-missed book for 
2012.

Revolution of the Right to Education

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was drafted by the UN Commission on Human 
Rights in the aftermath of the World War II in an attempt to address the wrongs of the past and 
plan for a better future for all. With contributions from President Jimmy Carter, UNESCO Secretary 
General Audrey Azoulay and the former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, this collection of 
essays, Contemporary Human Rights Challenges: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its 
Continuing Relevance, by leading international experts offers a timely contemporary view on the UDHR 
and its continuing relevance to today’s issues. Reflecting the structure of the UDHR, the chapters, 
written by 28 academics, practitioners and activists, bring a contemporary perspective to the original 
principles proclaimed in the Declaration’s 30 Articles. It will be a stimulating accessible read, with real 
world examples, for anyone involved in thinking about, designing or applying public policy, particularly 
government officials, politicians, lawyers, journalists and academics and those engaged in promoting 
social justice. Examined through these universal principles, which have enduring relevance, the authors 
grapple with some of today’s most pressing challenges, some of which, for example equality and gender 
related rights, would not have been foreseen by the original drafters of the Declaration, who included 
Eleanor Roosevelt, René Cassin and John Humphrey. The essays cover a wide range of topics such 



as an individual’s right to privacy in a digital age, freedom to practise one’s religion and the right to 
redress, and make a compelling and detailed argument for the on-going importance and significance 
of the Declaration and human rights in our rapidly changing world.

Toward Natural Right and History

In General Principles for Business and Human Rights in International Law Ludovica Chiussi Curzi offers 
a critical analysis of the relevance of general principles of law in the multifaceted business and human 
rights field.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Updated Edition

At the beginning of the nineties, there was an expectation within the human rights community that 
the next decade would be a period of consolidation for the international human rights regime. This 
did not happen. In fact, the human rights regime underwent dramatic changes in response to new 
circumstances. We have tried to highlight both the achievements and the challenges ahead in this 
Manual, the result of a joint project under the auspices of HumanitarianNet, a Thematic Network on 
Humanitarian Development Studies leaded by the University of Deusto (Bilbao, the Basque Country, 
Spain), and the European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation (EIUC, 
Venice, Italy).

The Power of Indignation

The full text of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with charming illustrations by Michel Streich. 
The book is a celebration of this landmark document.

Contemporary Human Rights Challenges

A vivid and strikingly illustrated edition of the United Nation's Declaration of Human Rights.

General Principles for Business and Human Rights in International Law

Freedom of thought and conscience -- The right to change religion or belief -- In community with others 
-- Conclusion

International Protection of Human Rights: Achievements and Challenges

Contains 32 contributions. Includes the text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

"The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a culmination of a cen-
turies-long struggle by indigenous peoples for justice. It is an important new addition to UN human 
rights instruments in that it promotes equality for the world's indigenous peoples and recognizes their 
collective rights."--Back cover.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

'There are few historical developments more significant than the realisation that those in power should 
not be free to torture and abuse those who are not.' - Amal ClooneyOn 10 December 1948, in 
Paris, the United Nations General Assembly adopted an extraordinarily ground-breaking and important 
proclamation: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This milestone document, made up of 
thirty Articles, sets out, for the first time, the fundamental human rights that must be protected by all 
nations.The full text of the document is reproduced in this book following a foreword by human rights 
lawyer Amal Clooney and a general introduction which explores its origins in the 'Four Freedoms' 
described by U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the role his wife Eleanor Roosevelt took on as chair 
of the Human Rights Commission and of the drafting committee, and the parts played by other key 
international members of the Commission. It was a pioneering achievement in the wake of the Second 
World War and continues to provide a basis for international human rights law, making this document's 
aims 'as relevant today as when they were first adopted a lifetime ago.'

Religious Freedom and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights



This book is a tool for bringing the UDHR into the lives of people in a wide range of settings. The word 
Now recognizes both the 50th anniversary year of the UDHR and emphasizes that the long-waited idea 
whose time has come.

Taking Action for Human Rights in the Twenty-first Century

Making the Declaration Work
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