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Exceptional

"Former vice president Dick Cheney and his daughter Liz Cheney explain the unique and indispensable 
nature of American power, reveal the damage done by President Obama's abandonment of this 
principle, and show how America can and must lead again"--

Cheney

During a forty-year career in politics, Vice President Dick Cheney has been involved in some of the 
most consequential decisions in recent American history. He was one of a few select advisers in the 
room when President Gerald Ford decided to declare an end to the Vietnam War. Nearly thirty years 
later, from the presidential bunker below the White House in the moments immediately following the 
attacks of September 11, 2001, he helped shape the response: America's global war on terror. Yet for 
all of his influence, the world knows very little about Dick Cheney. The most powerful vice president in 
U.S. history has also been the most secretive and guarded of all public officials. "Am I the evil genius 
in the corner that nobody ever sees come out of his hole?" Cheney asked rhetorically in 2004. "It's 
a nice way to operate, actually." Now, in Cheney: The Untold Story of America's Most Powerful and 
Controversial Vice President, New York Times bestselling author and Weekly Standard senior writer 
Stephen F. Hayes offers readers a groundbreaking view into the world of this most enigmatic man. 
Having had exclusive access to Cheney himself, Hayes draws upon hundreds of interviews with the 
vice president, his boyhood friends, political mentors, family members, reticent staffers, and senior 
Bush administration officials, to deliver a comprehensive portrait of one of the most important political 
figures in modern times. The wide range of topics Hayes covers includes Cheney's withdrawal from 
Yale; his early run-ins with the law; the incident that almost got him blackballed from working in the 
Ford White House; his meteoric rise to congressional leadership; his opposition to removing Saddam 
Hussein from power after the first Gulf War; the solo, cross-country drive he took after leaving the 
Pentagon; his selection as Bush's running mate; his commanding performance on 9/11; the aggressive 
intelligence and interrogation measures he pushed in the aftermath of those attacks; the necessity of 
the Iraq War; the consequences of mistakes made during and after that war; and intelligence battles 
with the CIA and their lasting effects. With exhaustive reporting, Hayes shines a light into the shadows 
of the Bush administration and finds a very different Dick Cheney from the one America thinks it knows.

In My Time
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In this eagerly anticipated memoir, former Vice President Dick Cheney delivers an unyielding portrait of 
American politics over nearly forty years and shares personal reflections on his role as one of the most 
steadfast and influential statesmen in the history of our country. The public perception of Dick Cheney 
has long been something of a contradiction. He has been viewed as one of the most powerful vice 
presidents—secretive, even mysterious, and at the same time opinionated and unflinchingly outspoken. 
He has been both praised and attacked by his peers, the press, and the public. Through it all, courting 
only the ideals that define him, he has remained true to himself, his principles, his family, and his 
country. Now in an enlightening and provocative memoir, a stately page-turner with flashes of surprising 
humor and remarkable candor, Dick Cheney takes readers through his experiences as family man, 
policymaker, businessman, and politician during years that shaped our collective history. Born into a 
family of New Deal Democrats in Lincoln, Nebraska, Cheney was the son of a father at war and a 
high-spirited and resilient mother. He came of age in Casper, Wyoming, playing baseball and football 
and, as senior class president, courting homecoming queen Lynne Vincent, whom he later married. 
This all-American story took an abrupt turn when he flunked out of Yale University, signed on to build 
power line in the West, and started living as hard as he worked. Cheney tells the story of how he 
got himself back on track and began an extraordinary ascent to the heights of American public life, 
where he would remain for nearly four decades: * He was the youngest White House Chief of Staff, 
working for President Gerald Ford—the first of four chief executives he would come to know well. * 
He became Congressman from Wyoming and was soon a member of the congressional leadership 
working closely with President Ronald Reagan. * He became secretary of defense in the George H. W. 
Bush administration, overseeing America’s military during Operation Desert Storm and in the historic 
transition at the end of the Cold War. * He was CEO of Halliburton, a Fortune 500 company with projects 
and personnel around the globe. * He became the first vice president of the United States to serve out 
his term of office in the twenty-first century. Working with George W. Bush from the beginning of the 
global war on terror, he was—and remains—an outspoken defender of taking every step necessary 
to defend the nation. Eyewitness to history at the highest levels, Cheney brings to life scenes from 
past and present. He describes driving through the White House gates on August 9, 1974, just hours 
after Richard Nixon resigned, to begin work on the Ford transition; and he portrays a time of national 
crisis a quarter century later when, on September 11, 2001, he was in the White House bunker and 
conveyed orders to shoot down a hijacked airliner if it would not divert. With its unique perspective 
on a remarkable span of American history, In My Time will enlighten. As an intimate and personal 
chronicle, it will surprise, move, and inspire. Dick Cheney’s is an enduring political vision to be reckoned 
with and admired for its honesty, its wisdom, and its resonance. In My Time is truly the last word 
about an incredible political era, by a man who lived it and helped define it—with courage and without 
compromise.

Heart

Former Vice President Dick Cheney and his longtime cardiologist, Dr. Jonathan Reiner, share the 
story of Cheney’s thirty-five-year battle with heart disease—providing insight into the incredible medical 
breakthroughs that have changed cardiac care over the last four decades. For as long as he has served 
at the highest levels of business and government, Vice President Dick Cheney has also been one of the 
world’s most prominent heart patients. Now, for the first time ever, Cheney, together with his longtime 
cardiologist, Jonathan Reiner, MD, shares the very personal story of his courageous thirty-five-year 
battle with heart disease, from his first heart attack in 1978 to the heart transplant he received in 
2012. In 1978, when Cheney suffered his first heart attack, he received essentially the same treatment 
President Eisenhower had had in 1955. Since then, cardiac medicine has been revolutionized, and 
Cheney has benefitted from nearly every medical breakthrough. At each juncture, when Cheney faced 
a new health challenge, the technology was one step ahead of his disease. Cheney’s story is in many 
ways the story of the evolution of modern cardiac care. Heart is the riveting, singular memoir of both 
doctor and patient. Like no US politician has before him, Cheney opens up about his health struggles, 
sharing harrowing, never-before-told stories about the challenges he faced during a perilous time in 
our nation’s history. Dr. Reiner provides his perspective on Cheney’s case and also gives readers a 
fascinating glimpse into his own education as a doctor and the history of our understanding of the 
human heart. He masterfully chronicles the important discoveries, radical innovations, and cutting-edge 
science that have changed the face of medicine and saved countless lives. Powerfully braiding science 
with story and the personal with the political, Heart is a sweeping, inspiring, and ultimately optimistic 
book that will give hope to the millions of Americans affected by heart disease.



Telling the Truth

In fields ranging from history to law, scholars and practitioners alike argue that their goal is not truth 
but the advancement of politically useful views.

American Exceptionalism and Human Rights

With the 2003 invasion and subsequent occupation of Iraq, the most controversial question in world 
politics fast became whether the United States stands within the order of international law or outside 
it. Does America still play by the rules it helped create? American Exceptionalism and Human Rights 
addresses this question as it applies to U.S. behavior in relation to international human rights. With 
essays by eleven leading experts in such fields as international relations and international law, it 
seeks to show and explain how America's approach to human rights differs from that of most other 
Western nations. In his introduction, Michael Ignatieff identifies three main types of exceptionalism: 
exemptionalism (supporting treaties as long as Americans are exempt from them); double standards 
(criticizing "others for not heeding the findings of international human rights bodies, but ignoring what 
these bodies say of the United States); and legal isolationism (the tendency of American judges to 
ignore other jurisdictions). The contributors use Ignatieff's essay as a jumping-off point to discuss 
specific types of exceptionalism--America's approach to capital punishment and to free speech, for 
example--or to explore the social, cultural, and institutional roots of exceptionalism. These essays--most 
of which appear in print here for the first time, and all of which have been revised or updated since being 
presented in a year-long lecture series on American exceptionalism at Harvard University's John F. 
Kennedy School of Government--are by Stanley Hoffmann, Paul Kahn, Harold Koh, Frank Michelman, 
Andrew Moravcsik, John Ruggie, Frederick Schauer, Anne-Marie Slaughter, Carol Steiker, and Cass 
Sunstein.

The Myth of American Exceptionalism

The idea that the United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of democracy and capitalism to 
other countries is dangerous for Americans and for the rest of the world, warns Godfrey Hodgson 
in this provocative book. Hodgson, a shrewd and highly respected British commentator, argues that 
America is not as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness to its own history has bred a 
complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy that has isolated and alienated it from the global 
community. Tracing the development of America’s high self regard from the early days of the republic to 
the present era, Hodgson demonstrates how its exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated 
and—in recent decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original elements in America’s 
history and political philosophy, notes Hodgson, these have always been more heavily influenced by 
European thought and experience than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A stimulating and 
timely assessment of how America’s belief in its exceptionalism has led it astray, this book is mandatory 
reading for its citizens, admirers, and detractors.

The Limits of Power

"Andrew Bacevich speaks truth to power, no matter who's in power, which may be why those of both the 
left and right listen to him."—Bill Moyers An immediate New York Times bestseller, The Limits of Power 
offers an unparalleled examination of the profound triple crisis facing America: an economy in disarray 
that can no longer be fixed by relying on expansion abroad; a government transformed by an imperial 
presidency into a democracy in name only; and an engagement in endless wars that has severely 
undermined the body politic. Writing with knowledge born of experience, conservative historian and 
former military officer Andrew J. Bacevich argues that if the nation is to solve its predicament, it will 
need the revival of a distinctly American approach: the neglected tradition of realism. In contrast to the 
multiple illusions that have governed American policy since 1945, he calls for respect for power and 
its limits; aversion to claims of exceptionalism; skepticism of easy solutions, especially those involving 
force; and a conviction that Americans must live within their means. Only a return to such principles, 
Bacevich eloquently argues, can provide common ground for fixing America's urgent problems before 
the damage becomes irreparable.

America in the World

America has a long history of diplomacy–ranging from Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and 
Thomas Jefferson to Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, and James Baker–now is your chance to 



see the impact these Americans have had on the world. Recounting the actors and events of U.S. 
foreign policy, Zoellick identifies five traditions that have emerged from America's encounters with the 
world: the importance of North America; the special roles trading, transnational, and technological 
relations play in defining ties with others; changing attitudes toward alliances and ways of ordering 
connections among states; the need for public support, especially through Congress; and the belief that 
American policy should serve a larger purpose. These traditions frame a closing review of post-Cold 
War presidencies, which Zoellick foresees serving as guideposts for the future. Both a sweeping work 
of history and an insightful guide to U.S. diplomacy past and present, America in the World serves as 
an informative companion and practical adviser to readers seeking to understand the strategic and 
immediate challenges of U.S. foreign policy during an era of transformation.

One Nation

Dear Reader, In February 2013 I gave a speech at the National Prayer Breakfast. Standing a few feet 
from President Obama, I warned my fellow citizens of the dangers facing our country and called for 
a return to the principles that made America great. Many Americans heard and responded, but our 
nation’s decline has continued. Today the danger is greater than ever before, and I have never shared 
a more urgent message than I do now. Our growing debt and deteriorating morals have driven us far 
from the founders’ intent. We’ve made very little progress in basic education. Obamacare threatens our 
health, liberty, and financial future. Media elitism and political correctness are out of control. Worst of 
all, we seem to have lost our ability to discuss important issues calmly and respectfully regardless of 
party affiliation or other differences. As a doctor rather than a politician, I care about what works, not 
whether someone has an (R) or a (D) after his or her name. We have to come together to solve our 
problems. Knowing that the future of my grandchildren is in jeopardy because of reckless spending, 
godless government, and mean-spirited attempts to silence critics left me no choice but to write this 
book. I have endeavored to propose a road out of our decline, appealing to every American’s decency 
and common sense. If each of us sits back and expects someone else to take action, it will soon be 
too late. But with your help, I firmly believe that America may once again be “one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” Sincerely, Ben Carson

The Rise And Fall of British Naval Mastery

Paul Kennedy's classic naval history, now updated with a new introduction by the author This acclaimed 
book traces Britain's rise and fall as a sea power from the Tudors to the present day. Challenging 
the traditional view that the British are natural 'sons of the waves', he suggests instead that the 
country's fortunes as a significant maritime force have always been bound up with its economic 
growth. In doing so, he contributes significantly to the centuries-long debate between 'continental' and 
'maritime' schools of strategy over Britain's policy in times of war. Setting British naval history within a 
framework of national, international, economic, political and strategic considerations, he offers a fresh 
approach to one of the central questions in British history. A new introduction extends his analysis into 
the twenty-first century and reflects on current American and Chinese ambitions for naval mastery. 
'Excellent and stimulating' Correlli Barnett 'The first scholar to have set the sweep of British Naval 
history against the background of economic history' Michael Howard, Sunday Times 'By far the best 
study that has ever been done on the subject ... a sparkling and apt quotation on practically every page' 
Daniel A. Baugh, International History Review 'The best single-volume study of Britain and her naval 
past now available to us' Jon Sumida, Journal of Modern History

The Art of Exceptional Living

Jim Rohn’s exceptional personal and business solutions culminate in this powerful yet simple and 
direct book, The Art of Exceptional Living. His more than thirty years of studying human behavior and 
presenting well-received self-development seminars worldwide resulted in this guidebook on turning 
ideas into positive action to make every dream a reality. Inspirational insights and strategies place 
readers on the fast track to harnessing the power of personal ambition and innate motivation to achieve 
the highest levels of success. A dozen focused, concise, and practical chapters cover topics such 
as: Five Essential Abilities Developing Your Personal Philosophy Goal Setting Designing Your Future 
Living Uniquely How to Start Your Better Life Today Throughout The Art of Exceptional Living are 
energizing questions that will incite readers to uproot routines and habits that may be preventing them 
from enjoying the lifestyle they desire. The author stresses: “The greatest value in life is not what you 
get—the greatest value in life is what you become.” Personal and sometimes humorous stories prove 



that statement correct, as lessons and examples are shared that will prompt readers to become more 
valuable—at home, in the workplace, as a parent, and in every endeavor. Every reader who internalizes 
and acts on the ideas shared in The Art of Exceptional Living will satisfy their lifelong appetite for both 
wealth and happiness.

The Audacity of Hope

Barack Obama's success in becoming President of the United States meant that he dramatically 
changed the face that his country presented to the world. In this bestselling book, Barack Obama 
discusses the importance of empathy in politics, his hopes for a different America with different policies, 
and how the ideals of its democracy can be renewed. With intimacy and self-deprecating humour, 
Obama describes his experiences as a politician and balancing his family life with his public vocation. 
His search for consensus and his respect for the democratic process inform every sentence. A senator 
and a lawyer, a professor and a father, a Christian and a sceptic, Barack Obama has written a book of 
transforming power that will inspire people the world over.

Mission Failure

Mission Failure argues that, in the past 25 years, the U.S. military has turned to missions that are largely 
humanitarian and socio-political - and that this ideologically-driven foreign policy generally leads to 
failure.

Common Sense

Conservative radio host and syndicated columnist Dennis Prager provides a bold, sweeping look at 
the future of civilization with Still the Best Hope, and offers a strong, cogent argument for why basic 
American values must triumph in a dangerously uncertain world. Humanity stands at a crossroads, 
and the only alternatives to the “American Trinity” of liberty, natural rights, and the melting-pot ideal 
of national unity are Islamic totalitarianism, European democratic socialism, capitalist dictatorship, or 
global chaos if we should fail. America is Still the Best Hope, as this eminently sensible, profoundly 
inspiring volume so powerfully proves.

Still the Best Hope

A powerful dissection of a core American myth. The idea that the United States is unlike every other 
country in world history is a surprisingly resilient one. Throughout his distinguished career, Ian Tyrrell 
has been one of the most influential historians of the idea of American exceptionalism, but he has never 
written a book focused solely on it until now. The notion that American identity might be exceptional 
emerged, Tyrrell shows, from the belief that the nascent early republic was not simply a postcolonial 
state but a genuinely new experiment in an imperialist world dominated by Britain. Prior to the Civil War, 
American exceptionalism fostered declarations of cultural, economic, and spatial independence. As 
the country grew in population and size, becoming a major player in the global order, its exceptionalist 
beliefs came more and more into focus—and into question. Over time, a political divide emerged: those 
who believed that America’s exceptionalism was the basis of its virtue and those who saw America as 
either a long way from perfect or actually fully unexceptional, and thus subject to universal demands 
for justice. Tyrrell masterfully articulates the many forces that made American exceptionalism such a 
divisive and definitional concept. Today, he notes, the demands that people acknowledge America’s 
exceptionalism have grown ever more strident, even as the material and moral evidence for that 
exceptionalism—to the extent that there ever was any—has withered away.

American Exceptionalism

AN ACCLAIMED, EMMY-NOMINATED TV SERIES ON AMAZON PRIME VIDEO WINNER OF THE 
HUGO, LOCUS AND BRAM STOKER AWARDS 'To give him his full title: Neil Gaiman, Architect of 
Worlds, Svengali of Plot, Shaman of Character, Exploder of Cliché, Master Craftsman of Style, Dreamer 
Laureate of the Republic of Letters' DAVID MITCHELL 'Original, engrossing, and endlessly inventive' 
GEORGE R.R. MARTIN 'Brilliant and unique' GUARDIAN --- 'This is about the soul of America, the idea 
that everyone came here from somewhere' NEIL GAIMAN --- After three years in prison, Shadow Moon 
is free to go home. But hours before his release, his beloved wife is killed in a freak accident. Numbly, 
he boards a plane where he meets an enigmatic stranger who seems to know Shadow and claims to 
be an ancient god - and king of America. Together they embark on a profoundly strange road trip across 



the USA, encountering a kaleidoscopic cast of characters along the way. But all around them a storm 
of unnatural proportions is gathering. War is coming, an epic struggle for the very soul of America. And 
Shadow is standing squarely in its path. NEIL GAIMAN. WITH STORIES COME POSSIBILITIES.

American Gods

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham reveals how the 
Founding Fathers viewed faith—and how they ultimately created a nation in which belief in God is a 
matter of choice. At a time when our country seems divided by extremism, American Gospel draws on 
the past to offer a new perspective. Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a nation grappling 
with religion and politics–from John Winthrop’s “city on a hill” sermon to Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration 
of Independence; from the Revolution to the Civil War; from a proposed nineteenth-century Christian 
Amendment to the Constitution to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for civil rights; from George Washington 
to Ronald Reagan. Debates about religion and politics are often more divisive than illuminating. 
Secularists point to a “wall of separation between church and state,” while many conservatives act 
as though the Founding Fathers were apostles in knee britches. As Meacham shows in this brisk 
narrative, neither extreme has it right. At the heart of the American experiment lies the God of what 
Benjamin Franklin called “public religion,” a God who invests all human beings with inalienable rights 
while protecting private religion from government interference. It is a great American balancing act, and 
it has served us well. Meacham has written and spoken extensively about religion and politics, and he 
brings historical authority and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel makes it compellingly 
clear that the nation’s best chance of summoning what Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature” 
lies in recovering the spirit and sense of the Founding. In looking back, we may find the light to lead us 
forward. Praise for American Gospel “In his American Gospel, Jon Meacham provides a refreshingly 
clear, balanced, and wise historical portrait of religion and American politics at exactly the moment 
when such fairness and understanding are much needed. Anyone who doubts the relevance of history 
to our own time has only to read this exceptional book.”—David McCullough, author of 1776 “Jon 
Meacham has given us an insightful and eloquent account of the spiritual foundation of the early days 
of the American republic. It is especially instructive reading at a time when the nation is at once engaged 
in and deeply divided on the question of religion and its place in public life.”—Tom Brokaw, author of 
The Greatest Generation

American Gospel

A new history explains how and why, as it prepared to enter World War II, the United States decided to 
lead the postwar world. For most of its history, the United States avoided making political and military 
commitments that would entangle it in European-style power politics. Then, suddenly, it conceived a 
new role for itself as the world’s armed superpower—and never looked back. In Tomorrow, the World, 
Stephen Wertheim traces America’s transformation to the crucible of World War II, especially in the 
months prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor. As the Nazis conquered France, the architects of the nation’s 
new foreign policy came to believe that the United States ought to achieve primacy in international 
affairs forevermore. Scholars have struggled to explain the decision to pursue global supremacy. Some 
deny that American elites made a willing choice, casting the United States as a reluctant power that 
sloughed off “isolationism” only after all potential competitors lay in ruins. Others contend that the 
United States had always coveted global dominance and realized its ambition at the first opportunity. 
Both views are wrong. As late as 1940, the small coterie of officials and experts who composed the 
U.S. foreign policy class either wanted British preeminence in global affairs to continue or hoped 
that no power would dominate. The war, however, swept away their assumptions, leading them to 
conclude that the United States should extend its form of law and order across the globe and back 
it at gunpoint. Wertheim argues that no one favored “isolationism”—a term introduced by advocates 
of armed supremacy in order to turn their own cause into the definition of a new “internationalism.” 
We now live, Wertheim warns, in the world that these men created. A sophisticated and impassioned 
narrative that questions the wisdom of U.S. supremacy, Tomorrow, the World reveals the intellectual 
path that brought us to today’s global entanglements and endless wars.

Tomorrow, the World

Gary Gerstle provides a sweeping re-interpretation of the entire era - from the revival of market 
liberalism in the 1970s to the ruin generated by the 2008 global financial crisis - that places America 
at the center.--

The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order



A “masterful . . . brilliantly constructed novel” of love and chaos in 1950s Vietnam (Zadie Smith, The 
Guardian). It’s 1955 and British journalist Thomas Fowler has been in Vietnam for two years covering 
the insurgency against French colonial rule. But it’s not just a political tangle that’s kept him tethered 
to the country. There’s also his lover, Phuong, a young Vietnamese woman who clings to Fowler for 
protection. Then comes Alden Pyle, an idealistic American working in service of the CIA. Devotedly, 
disastrously patriotic, he believes neither communism nor colonialism is what’s best for Southeast 
Asia, but rather a “Third Force”: American democracy by any means necessary. His ideas of conquest 
include Phuong, to whom he promises a sweet life in the states. But as Pyle’s blind moral conviction 
wreaks havoc upon innocent lives, it’s ultimately his romantic compulsions that will play a role in his 
own undoing. Although criticized upon publication as anti-American, Graham Greene’s “complex but 
compelling story of intrigue and counter-intrigue” would, in a few short years, prove prescient in its own 
condemnation of American interventionism (The New York Times).

The Quiet American

The third volume of The Cambridge History of America and the World covers the volatile period between 
1900 and 1945 when the United States emerged as a world power and American engagements 
abroad flourished in new and consequential ways. Showcasing the most innovative approaches to both 
traditional topics and emerging themes, leading scholars chart the complex ways in which Americans 
projected their growing influence across the globe; how others interpreted and constrained those 
efforts; how Americans disagreed with each other, often fiercely, about foreign relations; and how 
race, religion, gender, and other factors shaped their worldviews. During the early twentieth century, 
accelerating forces of global interdependence presented Americans, like others, with a set of urgent 
challenges from managing borders, humanitarian crises, economic depression, and modern warfare to 
confronting the radical, new political movements of communism, fascism, and anticolonial nationalism. 
This volume will set the standard for new understandings of this pivotal moment in the history of America 
and the world.

The Cambridge History of America and the World: Volume 3, 1900-1945

The election of President Obama in 2008 and the apparent decline of American power in the world has 
rekindled an old and important debate. Is the United States exceptional in its values and institutions, 
as well as in the role that it is destined to play in world affairs? In this book, Stephen Brooks argues 
that American exceptionalism has been and continues to be real. In making this argument he focuses 
on five aspects of American politics and society that are most crucial to an understanding of American 
exceptionalism today. They include the appropriate relationship between the state and citizens, religion, 
socio-economic mobility, America's role in the world, and ideas about the Constitution. American 
exceptionalism matters in domestic politics chiefly as a political narrative around which support for 
and opposition to certain policies, values and vision of American society coalesce. But in world affairs 
it is not the story but the empirical reality of American exceptionalism that matters. Although the long 
era of America's global economic dominance has entered what might be called a period of diminished 
expectations, the United States remains exceptional--the indispensable nation--in world affairs and is 
likely to remain so for many years to come.

American Exceptionalism in the Age of Obama

A New York Times Bestseller! 2019 was the last great year for the world economy. For generations, 
everything has been getting faster, better, and cheaper. Finally, we reached the point that almost 
anything you could ever want could be sent to your home within days - even hours - of when you 
decided you wanted it. America made that happen, but now America has lost interest in keeping it going. 
Globe-spanning supply chains are only possible with the protection of the U.S. Navy. The American 
dollar underpins internationalized energy and financial markets. Complex, innovative industries were 
created to satisfy American consumers. American security policy forced warring nations to lay down 
their arms. Billions of people have been fed and educated as the American-led trade system spread 
across the globe. All of this was artificial. All this was temporary. All this is ending. In The End of the 
World is Just the Beginning, author and geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan maps out the next world: a 
world where countries or regions will have no choice but to make their own goods, grow their own food, 
secure their own energy, fight their own battles, and do it all with populations that are both shrinking 
and aging. The list of countries that make it all work is smaller than you think. Which means everything 
about our interconnected world - from how we manufacture products, to how we grow food, to how we 



keep the lights on, to how we shuttle stuff about, to how we pay for it all - is about to change. A world 
ending. A world beginning. Zeihan brings readers along for an illuminating (and a bit terrifying) ride 
packed with foresight, wit, and his trademark irreverence.

A Canticle for Leibowitz

"DLP, Developmental Leadership Program; Australian Aid; Oxfam."

The End of the World is Just the Beginning

Decades of research have demonstrated that the parent-child dyad and the environment of the 
familyâ€"which includes all primary caregiversâ€"are at the foundation of children's well- being and 
healthy development. From birth, children are learning and rely on parents and the other caregivers 
in their lives to protect and care for them. The impact of parents may never be greater than during 
the earliest years of life, when a child's brain is rapidly developing and when nearly all of her or his 
experiences are created and shaped by parents and the family environment. Parents help children 
build and refine their knowledge and skills, charting a trajectory for their health and well-being during 
childhood and beyond. The experience of parenting also impacts parents themselves. For instance, 
parenting can enrich and give focus to parents' lives; generate stress or calm; and create any number of 
emotions, including feelings of happiness, sadness, fulfillment, and anger. Parenting of young children 
today takes place in the context of significant ongoing developments. These include: a rapidly growing 
body of science on early childhood, increases in funding for programs and services for families, 
changing demographics of the U.S. population, and greater diversity of family structure. Additionally, 
parenting is increasingly being shaped by technology and increased access to information about 
parenting. Parenting Matters identifies parenting knowledge, attitudes, and practices associated with 
positive developmental outcomes in children ages 0-8; universal/preventive and targeted strategies 
used in a variety of settings that have been effective with parents of young children and that support 
the identified knowledge, attitudes, and practices; and barriers to and facilitators for parents' use of 
practices that lead to healthy child outcomes as well as their participation in effective programs and 
services. This report makes recommendations directed at an array of stakeholders, for promoting the 
wide-scale adoption of effective programs and services for parents and on areas that warrant further 
research to inform policy and practice. It is meant to serve as a roadmap for the future of parenting 
policy, research, and practice in the United States.

How Change Happens

Using the examples of Vioxx, Celebrex, cholesterol-lowering statin drugs, and anti-depressants, 
Overdo$ed America shows that at the heart of the current crisis in American medicine lies the 
commercialization of medical knowledge itself. Drawing on his background in statistics, epidemiology, 
and health policy, John Abramson, M.D., an award-winning family doctor on the clinical faculty at 
Harvard Medical School, reveals the ways in which the drug companies have misrepresented statistical 
evidence, misled doctors, and compromised our health. The good news is that the best scientific 
evidence shows that reclaiming responsibility for your own health is often far more effective than taking 
the latest blockbuster drug. You -- and your doctor -- will be stunned by this unflinching exposé of 
American medicine.

Parenting Matters

Is America unique? One of our major political analysts explores the deeply held but often unarticulated 
beliefs that shape the American creed. "(A) magisterial attempt to distill a lifetime of learning about 
America into a persuasive brief . . . (by) the dean of American political sociologists".--Carlin Romano, 
"Boston Globe".

Overdosed America

In The Right to Rule: American Exceptionalism and the Coming Multipolar World Order, Hugh De 
Santis explores the evolution of American exceptionalism and its effect on the nation’s relations with the 
external world. De Santis argues that the self-image of an exceptional, providentially blessed society 
unlike any other is a myth that pays too little heed to the history that shaped America’s emergence, 
including its core beliefs and values, which are inheritances from seventeenth-century England. From 
the republic’s founding to its rise as the world’s preeminent power, American exceptionalism has 



underpinned the nation’s foreign policy, but it has become an anachronism in the twenty-first century. 
De Santis argues that, in the emerging multipolar world order, the United States will be one of several 
powers that determine the structure and rules of international politics, rather than the sole arbiter.

American Exceptionalism

THE INSPIRATION FOR THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE OPPENHEIMER • "A riveting account of 
one of history’s most essential and paradoxical figures.”—Christopher Nolan #1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLER • PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • The definitive biography of J. Robert Oppenheimer, one 
of the iconic figures of the twentieth century, a brilliant physicist who led the effort to build the atomic 
bomb for his country in a time of war, and who later found himself confronting the moral consequences 
of scientific progress. In this magisterial, acclaimed biography twenty-five years in the making, Kai Bird 
and Martin Sherwin capture Oppenheimer’s life and times, from his early career to his central role in 
the Cold War. This is biography and history at its finest, riveting and deeply informative. “A masterful 
account of Oppenheimer’s rise and fall, set in the context of the turbulent decades of America’s 
own transformation. It is a tour de force.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review “A work of voluminous 
scholarship and lucid insight, unifying its multifaceted portrait with a keen grasp of Oppenheimer’s 
essential nature.... It succeeds in deeply fathoming his most damaging, self-contradictory behavior.” 
—The New York Times

The Right to Rule

Theater icon, award-winning film and television star, and American patriot Gary Sinise shares the 
never-before-told story of his journey from trouble-making Chicago kid to cofounder of the legendary 
Steppenwolf Theater Company, world-famous actor, and tireless advocate for America's active duty 
defenders, veterans, and first responders.

Ally Versus Ally

The idea that the United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of democracy and capitalism to 
other countries is dangerous for Americans and for the rest of the world, warns Godfrey Hodgson 
in this provocative book. Hodgson, a shrewd and highly respected British commentator, argues that 
America is not as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness to its own history has bred a 
complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy that has isolated and alienated it from the global 
community. Tracing the development of America’s high self regard from the early days of the republic to 
the present era, Hodgson demonstrates how its exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated 
and—in recent decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original elements in America’s 
history and political philosophy, notes Hodgson, these have always been more heavily influenced by 
European thought and experience than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A stimulating and 
timely assessment of how America’s belief in its exceptionalism has led it astray, this book is mandatory 
reading for its citizens, admirers, and detractors.

American Prometheus

Why socialism has failed to play a significant role in the United States - the most developed capitalist 
industrial society and hence, ostensibly, fertile ground for socialism - has been a critical question 
of American history and political development. This study surveys the various explanations for this 
phenomenon of American political exceptionalism.

Grateful American

From the former secretary of state and bestselling author -- a sweeping look at the global struggle for 
democracy and why America must continue to support the cause of human freedom. "This heartfelt and 
at times very moving book shows why democracy proponents are so committed to their work...Both 
supporters and skeptics of democracy promotion will come away from this book wiser and better 
informed." --The New York Times From the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union 
to the ongoing struggle for human rights in the Middle East, Condoleezza Rice has served on the front 
lines of history. As a child, she was an eyewitness to a third awakening of freedom, when her hometown 
of Birmingham, Alabama, became the epicenter of the civil rights movement for black Americans. 
In this book, Rice explains what these epochal events teach us about democracy. At a time when 
people around the world are wondering whether democracy is in decline, Rice shares insights from 



her experiences as a policymaker, scholar, and citizen, in order to put democracy's challenges into 
perspective. When the United States was founded, it was the only attempt at self-government in the 
world. Today more than half of all countries qualify as democracies, and in the long run that number 
will continue to grow. Yet nothing worthwhile ever comes easily. Using America's long struggle as a 
template, Rice draws lessons for democracy around the world -- from Russia, Poland, and Ukraine, 
to Kenya, Colombia, and the Middle East. She finds that no transitions to democracy are the same 
because every country starts in a different place. Pathways diverge and sometimes circle backward. 
Time frames for success vary dramatically, and countries often suffer false starts before getting it right. 
But, Rice argues, that does not mean they should not try. While the ideal conditions for democracy are 
well known in academia, they never exist in the real world. The question is not how to create perfect 
circumstances but how to move forward under difficult ones. These same insights apply in overcoming 
the challenges faced by governments today. The pursuit of democracy is a continuing struggle shared 
by people around the world, whether they are opposing authoritarian regimes, establishing new 
democratic institutions, or reforming mature democracies to better live up to their ideals. The work of 
securing it is never finished.

The Myth of American Exceptionalism

A wide-ranging work of cultural history and criticism that reexamines the impact of post–World War II 
myths of the “good war.” “Essential reading. This eloquent, far-ranging analysis of the national psyche 
goes as far as any book I’ve ever read toward explaining the peculiar American yen for war and 
more war.” —Ben Fountain, author of Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk and Beautiful Country Burn 
Again In Looking for the Good War, Elizabeth D. Samet examines the literature, art, and culture that 
emerged after World War II, bringing her expertise as a professor of English at West Point to bear 
on the complexity of the postwar period in national life. She exposes the confusion about American 
identity that was expressed during and immediately after the war, and the deep national ambivalence 
toward war, violence, and veterans—a history that was suppressed in subsequent decades by a 
dangerously sentimental attitude toward the United States’ supposedly exceptional history and destiny. 
Samet discovers the complex legacy of the war in some of its most heavily mythologized figures: the 
war correspondent epitomized by Ernie Pyle, the character of the erstwhile G.I. turned either cop or 
criminal in the pulp fiction and feature films of the late 1940s, the disaffected Civil War veteran who 
looms so large on the screen in the Cold War–era Western, and the resurgent military hero of the 
post-Vietnam period. Taken together, these figures reveal key elements of postwar attitudes toward 
violence, liberty, and nation—attitudes that have shaped domestic and foreign policy and that respond 
in various ways to ideas about national identity and purpose established or affirmed by World War II. 
As the United States reassesses its roles in Afghanistan and the Middle East, the time has come to 
rethink our national mythology: the way that World War II shaped our sense of national destiny, our 
beliefs about the use of American military force throughout the world, and our inability to accept the 
realities of the twenty-first century’s decades of devastating conflict.

It Didn't Happen Here

#1 New York Times Bestseller Is America a source of pride, as Americans have long held, or shame, 
as Progressives allege? Beneath an innocent exterior, are our lives complicit in a national project of 
theft, expropriation, oppression, and murder, or is America still the hope of the world? Dinesh D'Souza 
says these questions are no mere academic exercise. It is the Progressive view that is taught in our 
schools, that is preached by Hollywood, and that shapes the policies of the Obama administration. 
If America is a force for inequality and injustice in the world, its power deserves to be diminished; if 
traditional America is based on oppression and theft, then traditional America must be reformed—and 
the federal government can do the reforming. In America: Imagine a World without Her D'Souza offers 
a passionate and sharply reasoned defense of America, knocking down every important accusation 
made by Progressives against our country. Provocative in its analysis, stunning in its conclusions, 
Dinesh D'Souza's America is a new classic.

Democracy

It was the year of sex and drugs and rock and roll; it was also the year of the Martin Luther King 
and Bobby Kennedy assassinations, the Prague Spring, the Chicago convention, the Tet offensive in 
Vietnam and the anti-war movement, the student rebellion t



Looking for the Good War

America
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