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Delve into the impactful career of President Reagan, often described as "the role of a lifetime," 
through the insights of acclaimed author Lou Cannon. This piece explores Ronald Reagan's presidency, 
examining his transformative years in office and his enduring legacy in American political history, 
offering a comprehensive look at his leadership.
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President Reagan

Hailed by the New Yorker as "a superlative study of a president and his presidency," Lou Cannon's 
President Reagan remains the definitive account of our most significant presidency in the last fifty 
years. Ronald Wilson Reagan, the first actor to be elected president, turned in the performance of 
a lifetime. But that performance concealed the complexities of the man, baffling most who came in 
contact with him. Who was the man behind the makeup? Only Lou Cannon, who covered Reagan 
through his political career, can tell us. The keenest Reagan-watcher of them all, he has been the only 
author to reveal the nature of a man both shrewd and oblivious. Based on hundreds of interviews with 
the president, the First Lady, and hundreds of the administration's major figures, President Reagan 
takes us behind the scenes of the Oval Office. Cannon leads us through all of Reagan's roles, from 
the affable cowboy to the self-styled family man; from the politician who denounced big government 
to the president who created the largest peace-time deficit; from the statesman who reviled the Soviet 
government to the Great Communicator who helped end the cold war.

President Reagan

Reprint of the 1991 Simon and Schuster original with a new (7p.) preface. Annotation copyrighted by 
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Governor Reagan

Written by the definitive biographer of Ronald Reagan, this new biography is a classic study of an 
individual's evolution from a conservative hero to a national figure whose call for renewal stirred 
Republicans, Democrats, and independents alike.
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From the two-time Pulitzer Prize finalist, bestselling historian, and author of Our First Civil War—and 
"the rare academic historian who can write like a bestselling novelist" (USA Today)—comes an 
irresistible portrait of an underestimated politician whose pragmatic leadership and steadfast vision 
transformed the nation. In his magisterial new biography, H. W. Brands brilliantly establishes Ronald 
Reagan as one of the two great presidents of the twentieth century, a true peer to Franklin Roosevelt. 
Reagan conveys with sweep and vigor how the confident force of Reagan’s personality and the 
unwavering nature of his beliefs enabled him to engineer a conservative revolution in American politics 
and play a crucial role in ending communism in the Soviet Union. Reagan shut down the age of 
liberalism, Brands shows, and ushered in the age of Reagan, whose defining principles are still 
powerfully felt today. Employing archival sources not available to previous biographers and drawing on 
dozens of interviews with surviving members of Reagan’s administration, Brands has crafted a richly 
detailed and fascinating narrative of the presidential years. He offers new insights into Reagan’s remote 
management style and fractious West Wing staff, his deft handling of public sentiment to transform the 
tax code, and his deeply misunderstood relationship with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, on which 
nothing less than the fate of the world turned.

Official Negligence

In the Spring of 1992 five days of rioting laid waste to South Central Los Angeles, took scores of lives, 
cost the city more than 900 million in property damages and captured the attention of horrified people 
worldwide. Lou Cannon, veteran journalist, combines extensive research with interviews from hundreds 
of survivors, offering the only definitive story behind what happened and why.Official Negligence takes 
a hard look at the circumstances leading up to the riots. Cannon reveals how the videotape of the 
brutal beating of Rodney King had been sensationally edited by a local TV station, how political leaders 
required LAPD officers to carry metal batons despite evidence linking them to the rising toll of serious 
injury in the community, and how poorly prepared the city was for the violence that erupted.

Ronald Reagan

"In this ambitious work, David Byrne analyzes the ideas that informed Ronald Reagan's political 
philosophy and policies. Rather than appraising his personal and emotional life, Byrne's intellectual 
biography goes one step further; it establishes a rationale for the former president's motives, discussing 
how thinkers such as Plato and Adam Smith influenced him. Byrne points to three historical forces 
that shaped Reagan's political philosophy: Christian values, particularly the concept of a universal 
kingdom of God; America's firm belief in freedom as the greatest political value and its aversion to 
strong centralized governments; and the appeasement era of World War II, which stimulated Reagan's 
aggressive and confrontational foreign policy. Byrne's account of the fortieth president augments 
previous work on Reagan with a new model for understanding him. Byrne shows how Reagan took 
conservatism and the Republican Party in a new direction, departing from the traditional conservatism 
of Edmund Burke and Russell Kirk. His desire to spread a "Kingdom of Freedom" both at home and 
abroad changed America's political landscape forever and inspired a new conservatism that persists 
to this day. "--

Reagan's Disciple

George W. Bush ran for office promising to continue what conservative icon Ronald Reagan started, 
and two years into his first term, Bush was still being described as "Reagan's son." Today, with the 
Iraq War spinning out of control and the Democrats in charge of Congress, Republicans and the 
conservative movement have all but abandoned George W. Bush. What happened? Did Bush change, 
or did his party's perceptions? Has the war and Bush's performance on other issues derailed the 
larger goals of the Reagan Revolution -- and even undermined its foundations? Or does the nation 
remain on a conservative path despite Bush's low standing with his fellow Americans? In Reagan's 
Disciple, two widely respected reporter/ historians provide an authoritative and concise investigation 
into these issues. They describe the essence of the 40th and the 43rd presidencies, and compare 
them to shed new light on the history of the past three decades. They show both how extraordinary 
a leader Reagan was, and how preposterous the expectations for Bush were from the beginning. As 
Americans look toward choosing a new leader in 2008, Reagan's Disciple will serve as an instructive 
tale for Republicans, Democrats, and independents alike.

Ronald Reagan



Including a 60-minute CD of the president's speeches, this is the story of Ronald Reagan's role in 
history as told by his definitive biographer and illustrated with the documents, photos, and artifacts 
from the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library. Color and b&w photos throughout.

Reagan

From New York Times bestselling biographer Bob Spitz, a full and rich biography of an epic American 
life, capturing what made Ronald Reagan both so beloved and so transformational. More than five 
years in the making, based on hundreds of interviews and access to previously unavailable documents, 
and infused with irresistible storytelling charm, Bob Spitz's REAGAN stands fair to be the first truly 
post-partisan biography of our 40th President, and thus a balm for our own bitterly divided times. It 
is the quintessential American triumph, brought to life with cinematic vividness: a young man is born 
into poverty and raised in a series of flyspeck towns in the Midwest by a pious mother and a reckless, 
alcoholic, largely absent father. Severely near-sighted, the boy lives in his own world, a world of the 
popular books of the day, and finds his first brush with popularity, even fame, as a young lifeguard. 
Thanks to his first great love, he imagines a way out, and makes the extraordinary leap to go to college, a 
modest school by national standards, but an audacious presumption in the context of his family's station. 
From there, the path is only very dimly lit, but it leads him, thanks to his great charm and greater luck, 
to a solid career as a radio sportscaster, and then, astonishingly, fatefully, to Hollywood. And the rest, 
as they say, is history. Bob Spitz's REAGAN is an absorbing, richly detailed, even revelatory chronicle 
of the full arc of Ronald Reagan's epic life - giving full weight to the Hollywood years, his transition to 
politics and rocky but ultimately successful run as California governor, and ultimately, of course, his 
iconic presidency, filled with storm and stress but climaxing with his peace talks with the Soviet Union 
that would serve as his greatest legacy. It is filled with fresh assessments and shrewd judgments, and 
doesn't flinch from a full reckoning with the man's strengths and limitations. This is no hagiography: 
Reagan was never a brilliant student, of anything, and his disinterest in hard-nosed political scheming, 
while admirable, meant that this side of things was left to the other people in his orbit, not least his wife 
Nancy; sometimes this delegation could lead to chaos, and worse. But what emerges as a powerful 
signal through all the noise is an honest inherent sweetness, a gentleness of nature and willingness to 
see the good in people and in this country, that proved to be a tonic for America in his time, and still is 
in ours. It was famously said that FDR had a first-rate disposition and a second-rate intellect. Perhaps 
it is no accident that only FDR had as high a public approval rating leaving office as Reagan did, or that 
in the years since Reagan has been closing in on FDR on rankings of Presidential greatness. Written 
with love and irony, which in a great biography is arguably the same thing, Bob Spitz's masterpiece will 
give no comfort to partisans at either extreme; for the rest of us, it is cause for celebration.

Ronald Reagan

Including a 60-minute CD of the president's speeches, this is the story of Ronald Reagan's role in 
history as told by his definitive biographer and illustrated with the documents, photos, and artifacts 
from the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library. Color and b&w photos throughout.

Rawhide Down

A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book for 2011 A Richmond Times Dispatch Top Book for 2011 
A minute-by-minute account of the attempted assassination of Ronald Reagan, to coincide with the 
thirtieth anniversary On March 30, 1981, President Ronald Reagan was just seventy days into his 
first term of office when John Hinckley Jr. opened fire outside the Washington Hilton Hotel, wounding 
the president, press secretary James Brady, a Secret Service agent, and a D.C. police officer. For 
years, few people knew the truth about how close the president came to dying, and no one has 
ever written a detailed narrative of that harrowing day. Now, drawing on exclusive new interviews and 
never-before-seen documents, photos, and videos, Del Quentin Wilber tells the electrifying story of 
a moment when the nation faced a terrifying crisis that it had experienced less than twenty years 
before, the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. With cinematic clarity, we see Secret Service 
agent Jerry Parr, whose fast reflexes saved the president's life; the brilliant surgeons who operated on 
Reagan as he was losing half his blood; and the small group of White House officials frantically trying to 
determine whether the country was under attack. Most especially, we encounter the man code-named 
"Rawhide," a leader of uncommon grace who inspired affection and awe in everyone who worked with 
him. Ronald Reagan was the only serving U.S. president to survive being shot in an assassination 
attempt.* Rawhide Down is the first true record of the day and events that literally shaped Reagan's 



presidency and sealed his image in the modern American political firmament. *There have been many 
assassination attempts on U.S. presidents, four of which were successful: Abraham Lincoln, James 
A. Garfield, William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy. President Theodore Roosevelt was injured in an 
assassination attempt after leaving office.

Dutch

This book, the only biography ever authorized by a sitting President--yet written with complete inter-
pretive freedom--is as revolutionary in method as it is formidable in scholarship. When Ronald Reagan 
moved into the White House in 1981, one of his first literary guests was Edmund Morris, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning biographer of Theodore Roosevelt. Morris developed a fascination for the genial yet 
inscrutable President and, after Reagan's landslide reelection in 1984, put aside the second volume 
of his life of Roosevelt to become an observing eye and ear at the White House. During thirteen 
years of obsessive archival research and interviews with Reagan and his family, friends, admirers 
and enemies (the book's enormous dramatis personae includes such varied characters as Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Michelangelo Antonioni, Elie Wiesel, Mario Savio, François Mitterrand, Grant Wood, and 
Zippy the Pinhead), Morris lived what amounted to a doppelgänger life, studying the young "Dutch," the 
middle-aged "Ronnie," and the septuagenarian Chief Executive with a closeness and dispassion, not to 
mention alternations of amusement, horror,and amazed respect, unmatched by any other presidential 
biographer. This almost Boswellian closeness led to a unique literary method whereby, in the earlier 
chapters of Dutch: A Memoir of Ronald Reagan, Morris's biographical mind becomes in effect another 
character in the narrative, recording long-ago events with the same eyewitness vividness (and absolute 
documentary fidelity) with which the author later describes the great dramas of Reagan's presidency, 
and the tragedy of a noble life now darkened by dementia. "I quite understand," the author has 
remarked, "that readers will have to adjust, at first, to what amounts to a new biographical style. But 
the revelations of this style, which derive directly from Ronald Reagan's own way of looking at his life, 
are I think rewarding enough to convince them that one of the most interesting characters in recent 
American history looms here like a colossus."

May at 10

Theresa May has presided over the most dramatic and historic peacetime premiership for a century. 
May at 10 tells the compelling inside story of the most turbulent period in modern British politics for 
100 years. Written by one of Britain's leading political and social commentators, May at 10 describes 
how Theresa May arrived in 10 Downing Street in 2016 with the clearest, yet toughest, agenda of any 
Prime Minister since the Second World War: delivering Brexit. What follows defies belief or historical 
precedent. This story has never been told. Including a comprehensive series of interviews with May's 
closest aides and allies, and with unparalleled access to the advisers who shaped her premiership, 
Downing Street's official historian Anthony Seldon decodes the enigma of the Prime Minister's tenure. 
Drawing on all his authorial experience, he unpacks what is the most intriguing government and Prime 
Minister of the modern era.

Boy Genius

Richard Reeves's acclaimed account of a presidency solves the puzzle of Ronald Reagan -- a man of 
limited breadth and knowledge who was perhaps the most effective superpower president. Using the 
techniques he employed in his bestselling books on Presidents Kennedy and Nixon, Reeves takes us 
inside Reagan's Oval Office, where we find a charismatic, crafty, focused politician. Astonishing in its 
intimacy, authoritative in its sourcing, President Reagan is a portrait of modern presidential power that 
will stand as the definitive study of Reagan in the White House.

President Reagan

On February 6, 1981, at his first National Security Council meeting, Ronald Reagan told his advisers: 
“I will make the decisions.” As Reagan’s Secret War reveals, these words provide the touchstone for 
understanding the extraordinary accomplishments of the Reagan administration, including the decisive 
events that led to the end of the Cold War. In penning this book, New York Times bestselling authors 
Martin Anderson and Annelise Anderson drew upon their unprecedented access to more than eight 
million highly classified documents housed within the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, 
California—unseen by the public until now. Using his top secret clearances, Martin Anderson was able 
to access Ronald Reagan’s most privileged exchanges with subordinates and world leaders as well 



as the tactical record of how Reagan fought to win the Cold War and control nuclear weapons. The 
most revelatory of these documents are the minutes of Reagan-chaired National Security Council 
meetings, the dozens of secret letters sent by Reagan to world leaders, and the eyewitness notes from 
Reagan-Gorbachev summits. Along with these findings, the authors use Reagan’s speeches, radio 
addresses, personal diaries, and other correspondence to develop a striking picture of a man whose 
incisive intelligence, uncanny instincts, and quiet self-confidence changed the course of history. What 
emerges from this treasure trove of material is irrefutable evidence that Reagan intended from his 
first days in office to bring down the Soviet Union, that he considered eliminating nuclear weapons his 
paramount objective, and that he—not his subordinates—was the principal architect of the policies that 
ultimately brought the Soviets to the nuclear-arms negotiating table. The authors also affirm that many 
of Reagan’s ideas, including his controversial “Star Wars” missile-defense initiative, proved essential 
in dissolving the Soviet Union and keeping America safe. Riveting and eye-opening, Reagan’s Secret 
War provides a front-row seat to history, a journey into the political mind of a remarkable leader, and 
proof that one man can, through the force of his deep convictions, bring about sweeping global change.

Reagan's Secret War

New York Times Bestseller: A “remarkable and evenhanded study of Ronald Reagan” from the Pulitzer 
Prize–winning author of Lincoln at Gettysburg (The New York Times). Updated with a new preface by the 
author, this captivating biography of America’s fortieth president recounts Ronald Reagan’s life—from 
his poverty-stricken Illinois childhood to his acting career to his California governorship to his role as 
commander in chief—and examines the powerful myths surrounding him, many of which he created 
himself. Praised by some for his sunny optimism and old-fashioned rugged individualism, derided by 
others for being a politician out of touch with reality, Reagan was both a popular and polarizing figure 
in the 1980s United States, and continues to fascinate us as a symbol. In Reagan’s America, Garry 
Wills reveals the realities behind Reagan’s own descriptions of his idyllic boyhood, as well as the story 
behind his leadership of the Screen Actors Guild, the role religion played in his thinking, and the facts 
of his military service. With a wide-ranging and balanced assessment of both the personal and political 
life of this outsize American icon, the author of such acclaimed works as What Jesus Meant and The 
Kennedy Imprisonment “elegantly dissects the first U.S. President to come out of Hollywood’s dream 
factory [in] a fascinating biography whose impact is enhanced by techniques of psychological profile 
and social history” (Los Angeles Times).

Reagan's America

For the first time in presidential history, the major appointees of a president have come together to 
share stories and memories of their president, Ronald Reagan. These are never-before-told personal 
anecdotes from 81 of President Reagan's appointees. Former President George H.W. Bush, Colin 
Powell, Elizabeth Dole, Steve Forbes, James Baker, and Edwin Meese discuss their relationship with 
the 40th President of the United States. Democrats and Republicans can agree that Ronald Reagan 
possessed remarkable humor, courtesy, and consideration for others, natural charm, and a great sense 
of humor while displaying the toughness that brought an end to the Cold War with the Soviet Union.

Reagan Remembered

Ronald Reagan was a natural leader, well-remembered not just for his political leadership, but also 
for his warmth, kindness, dignity, and optimism. There’s a lot kids can learn from Reagan, about our 
country and about being good leaders and good people. The Remarkable Ronald Reagan: Cowboy 
and Commander in Chief is a fun, colorful look at his life, from his humble beginnings as the son of a 
shoe salesman, to his years as a Hollywood actor, his service in WWII, his life as a rancher, and finally 
the culmination of his political career in the Oval Office. There’s plenty that even adults can learn as 
they read along with their kids, including Reagan's efforts to stand up against racial discrimination, and 
his powerful faith in God. The Remarkable Ronald Reagan is a treat for the entire family.

Ronnie and Jesse

This collection gathers together nearly 100 quotations about freedom, faith, war, government, and 
politics from America's 40th president, whose words have inspired many.

The Remarkable Ronald Reagan



One of the most revealing documents of the Reagan years. --The Wall Street Journal

Quotations of Ronald Reagan

Doheny built was one of the early oil barons in Mexico and the United States before becoming embroiled 
in the Teapot Dome scandal.

Nofziger

In Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Paul Lettow explores the depth and 
sophistication of President Ronald Reagan’s commitment to ridding humankind permanently of the 
threat of nuclear war. Lettow’s narrative spans the start of Reagan’s presidency and the 1986 Reykjavík 
summit between Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, during which America’s Strategic 
Defense Initiative (SDI) was a defining issue. Lettow reveals SDI for what it was: a full-on assault 
against nuclear weapons waged as much through policy as through ideology. While cabinet members 
and advisers played significant roles in guiding American defense policy, it was Reagan himself who 
presided over every element, large and small, of this paradigm shift in U.S. diplomacy. Lettow conducted 
interviews with several former Reagan administration officials, and he draws upon the vast body of 
declassified security documents from the Reagan presidency; much of what he quotes from these 
documents appears publicly here for the first time. The result is the first major work to apply such 
evidence to the study of SDI and superpower diplomacy. This is a survey that doesn’t merely add 
nuance to the existing record, but revises our very understanding of the Reagan presidency.

Dark Side of Fortune

In October 1964, Ronald Reagan gave a televised speech in support of Republican presidential 
nominee Barry Goldwater. "The Speech," as it has come to be known, helped launch Ronald Reagan 
as a leading force in the American conservative movement. However, less than twenty years earlier, 
Reagan was a prominent Hollywood liberal, the president of the Screen Actors Guild, and a fervent 
supporter of FDR and Harry Truman. While many agree that Reagan's anticommunism grew out of 
his experiences with the Hollywood communists of the late 1940s, the origins of his conservative 
ideology have remained obscure. Based on a newly discovered collection of private papers as well 
as interviews and corporate documents, The Education of Ronald Reagan offers new insights into 
Reagan's ideological development and his political ascendancy. Thomas W. Evans links the eight years 
(1954-1962) in which Reagan worked for General Electric—acting as host of its television program, 
GE Theater, and traveling the country as the company's public-relations envoy-to his conversion to 
conservatism. In particular, Evans reveals the profound influence of GE executive Lemuel Boulware, 
who would become Reagan's political and ideological mentor. Boulware, known for his tough stance 
against union officials and his innovative corporate strategies to win over workers, championed the core 
tenets of modern American conservatism-free-market fundamentalism, anticommunism, lower taxes, 
and limited government. Building on the ideas and influence of Boulware, Reagan would soon begin 
his rise as a national political figure and an icon of the American conservative movement.

Ronald Reagan and His Quest to Abolish Nuclear Weapons

In December 1962, Da Vinci's Mona Lisa set sail from Paris to New York for what was arguably the 
riskiest art exhibition ever mounted. The fragile icon traveled like a head of state, with armed guards and 
military surveillance, in a temperature-controlled vault. Masterminding the entire show was First Lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy, who tirelessly campaigned to persuade National Gallery Director John Walker, 
French President Charles de Gaulle, and her own husband to debut the legendary smile here. For 
88 charmed days, "Lisa Fever" swept the nation as nearly two million Americans attended exhibits in 
Washington, D.C. and New York. It was the greatest outpouring of appreciation for a single work of art 
in American history. And as only Jacqueline Kennedy could do, she infused America's first museum 
blockbuster show with a unique sense of pageantry, igniting a national love affair with the arts. Gathering 
rare archival documents and interviews, acclaimed biographer Margaret Leslie Davis has woven a 
tantalizing saga, filled with international intrigue and the irresistible charm of Camelot and its queen.

The Education of Ronald Reagan

"A Rage for Justice" tells the riveting story of Phillip Burton (1926-1983), one of the most brilliant, driven, 
and productive legislators in Californian and American politics. A ruthless and unabashed progressive, 



Burton played a pivotal role in championing welfare and civil rights, labor legislation, environmentalism, 
and congressional reform. 20 photos.

Mona Lisa in Camelot

Now with a chapter on the chaos in the Trump administration, the New York Times bestselling, 
behind-the-scenes look at the White House Chiefs of Staff, whose actions—and inactions—have 
defined the course of our country. What do Dick Cheney and Rahm Emanuel have in common? Aside 
from polarizing personalities, both served as chief of staff to the president of the United States—as did 
Donald Rumsfeld, Leon Panetta, and a relative handful of others. The chiefs of staff, often referred to 
as "the gatekeepers," wield tremendous power in Washington and beyond; they decide who is allowed 
to see the president, negotiate with Congress to push POTUS's agenda, and—most crucially—enjoy 
unparalleled access to the leader of the free world. Each chief can make or break an administration, 
and each president reveals himself by the chief he picks. Through extensive, intimate interviews with 
eighteen living chiefs (including Reince Priebus) and two former presidents, award-winning journalist 
and producer Chris Whipple pulls back the curtain on this unique fraternity. In doing so, he revises our 
understanding of presidential history, showing us how James Baker’s expert managing of the White 
House, the press, and Capitol Hill paved the way for the Reagan Revolution—and, conversely, how 
Watergate, the Iraq War, and even the bungled Obamacare rollout might have been prevented by a 
more effective chief. Filled with shrewd analysis and never-before-reported details, The Gatekeepers 
offers an essential portrait of the toughest job in Washington.

A Rage for Justice

In this new work, Edward Yager examines Ronald Reagan's political development from New Deal liberal 
to conservative Republican. Yager argues that Reagan's presidency cannot be fully understood and 
evaluated without significant attribution to the spiritual, political, and economic beliefs that he formed 
during his journey from Democrat to Republican.

The Gatekeepers

Features biographical information on U.S. President Ronald Reagan (1911- ), provided by the Depart-
ment of Humanities Computing at the University of Groningen. Discusses his education, his career in 
entertainment, and his political career.

Ronald Reagan's Journey

By the end of the 1980s, many Americans looked at the state of the nation with a renewed optimism, 
which was personified by an enduring American president - Ronald Wilson Reagan. The essays in this 
volume revisit the 1980s in order to examine the factors that contributed to his political and cultural 
triumphs and assess his legacy.

Ronald Reagan

At the height of Ronald Reagan's popularity in July 1986, Time magazine wrote glowingly of how he 
had "found America's sweet spot." Reagan seemed a "magician who carries a bright, ideal America 
like a holograph in his mind and projects its image in the air." Not since the rhapsody about "Camelot" 
that surrounded John F. Kennedy in the wake of his assassination had a president been spoken of so 
reverently. Reagan pledged to bring Americans a "little good news" and during the next eight years, 
through recession and recovery, cold war and detente, success and scandal Reagan forged a powerful 
bond with the public. His popularity appeared so unrelated to actual achievements and so undiminished 
by failure that Colorado Representative Pat Schroeder dubbed him the "Teflon president." Providing 
a brief but comprehensive and non-polemical overview of what exactly took place during the Reagan 
years, Michael Schaller presents a lively account of the Reagan presidency, weighing the president's 
great personal and political popularity against the effects of his economic, social, diplomatic, and 
strategic decisions. Much more than an account of Reagan the man, Schaller offers us a fascinating 
evaluation of the Reagan phenomenon, providing an accessible introduction for Americans struggling 
to understand the illusory and actual impact of the Reagan administration on the 1980s and on years 
to come.

Ronald Reagan and the 1980s



NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A"rollicking biography" (People Magazine) and extraordinarily entertaining 
account of how Julia Child transformed herself into the cult figure who touched off a food revolution 
that has gripped the country for decades. Spanning Pasadena to Paris, acclaimed author Bob Spitz 
reveals the history behind the woman who taught America how to cook. A genuine rebel who took 
the pretensions that embellished French cuisine and fricasseed them to a fare-thee-well, paving the 
way for a new era of American food—not to mention blazing a new trail in television—Child redefined 
herself in middle age, fought for women’s rights, and forever altered how we think about what we eat. 
Chronicling Julia's struggles, her heartwarming romance with Paul, and, of course, the publication of 
Mastering the Art of French Cooking and her triumphant TV career, Dearie is a stunning story of a truly 
remarkable life.

Reckoning with Reagan

As the first full-bodied treatment of the American counterculture of the 1960s, Sex, Drugs, and Rock 'n' 
Roll traces its origins, discusses its most important figures, delves into iconic works, relates its ebb and 
flow, dissects the intersection of culture and politics, highlights millennial and apocalyptic sensibilities, 
and traces legacies.

Dearie

Kentucky has long punched above its weight in the US Senate, as some of the nation's most 
distinguished senators have hailed from the Commonwealth. Despite its relatively small population for 
much of American history, Kentucky has produced a record two Senate majority leaders, a record three 
Senate majority whips, and one of the country's greatest lawmakers, Henry Clay. These Kentuckians 
played an important role in the evolution of leadership institutions in the Senate. Official positions 
such as Senate majority leader and majority whip are nowhere to be found in the Constitution or 
early American history, yet today these offices have essentially eclipsed the constitutionally created 
legislative leadership positions of vice president and president pro tempore. While Kentucky senators 
have played a vital role in leading the Senate and in its institutional history, no book has told the story in 
its entirety. The US Senate and the Commonwealth is the first book of its kind to provide a detailed, yet 
accessible, discussion of the US Senate's leadership throughout its 225-year history. Senator Mitch 
McConnell and Roy E. Brownell II weave together the history of the Senate with lively portraits of 
prominent Kentucky senators as well as firsthand reflections about legislative leadership by a Senate 
majority leader. The authors illuminate and humanize this discussion by exploring the colorful and vivid 
lives of fifteen Kentucky lawmakers, including Henry Clay, Alben Barkley, and John Sherman Cooper. 
This compelling and fascinating study is an essential resource.

Physical Geology

Challenges popular conceptions about the 40th president's administration and legacy, arguing that 
subsequent presidents and conservative policymakers have exploited the country's misunderstandings 
of Reagan's achievements to promote risky agendas. Reprint.

Sex, Drugs, and Rock 'n' Roll

The complete rankings of our best -- and worst -- presidents, based on C-SPAN's much-cited Historians 
Surveys of Presidential Leadership. Over a period of decades, C-SPAN has surveyed leading historians 
on the best and worst of America's presidents across a variety of categories -- their ability to persuade 
the public, their leadership skills, their moral authority, and more. The crucible of the presidency has 
forged some of the very best and very worst leaders in our national history, along with everyone in 
between. Based on interviews conducted over the years with a variety of presidential biographers, this 
book provides not just a complete ranking of our presidents, but stories and analyses that capture the 
character of the men who held the office. From Abraham Lincoln's political savvy and rhetorical gifts 
to James Buchanan's indecisiveness, this book teaches much about what makes a great leader -- and 
what does not. As America looks ahead to our next election, this book offers perspective and criteria 
to help us choose our next leader wisely.

The US Senate and the Commonwealth

Turmoil and Triumph isn’t just a memoir—though it is that, too—it’s a thrilling retrospective on the eight 
tumultuous years that Schultz worked as secretary of state under President Ronald Reagan. Under 



Schultz’s strong leadership, America braved a nuclear arms race with the Soviet Union, increasingly 
damaging waves of terrorism abroad, scandals such as the Iran-Contra crisis, and eventually the end 
of the decades-long Cold War. With the strong convictions and startling candor for which Schultz is 
known, this personal account takes readers into the heart of the Reagan administration, revealing 
the behind-the-scenes talks and churning tensions that informed a transitional decade that many 
Americans now look back on as one of the country’s most exalted.

Tear Down This Myth

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE AND THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD • One of Modern Library’s 
100 best nonfiction books of all time • One of Esquire’s 50 best biographies of all time “A towering 
biography . . . a brilliant chronicle.”—Time This classic biography is the story of seven men—a naturalist, 
a writer, a lover, a hunter, a ranchman, a soldier, and a politician—who merged at age forty-two to 
become the youngest President in history. The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt begins at the apex of his 
international prestige. That was on New Year’s Day, 1907, when TR, who had just won the Nobel Peace 
Prize, threw open the doors of the White House to the American people and shook 8,150 hands. One 
visitor remarked afterward, “You go to the White House, you shake hands with Roosevelt and hear him 
talk—and then you go home to wring the personality out of your clothes.” The rest of this book tells the 
story of TR’s irresistible rise to power. During the years 1858–1901, Theodore Roosevelt transformed 
himself from a frail, asthmatic boy into a full-blooded man. Fresh out of Harvard, he simultaneously 
published a distinguished work of naval history and became the fist-swinging leader of a Republican 
insurgency in the New York State Assembly. He chased thieves across the Badlands of North Dakota 
with a copy of Anna Karenina in one hand and a Winchester rifle in the other. Married to his childhood 
sweetheart in 1886, he became the country squire of Sagamore Hill on Long Island, a flamboyant civil 
service reformer in Washington, D.C., and a night-stalking police commissioner in New York City. As 
assistant secretary of the navy, he almost single-handedly brought about the Spanish-American War. 
After leading “Roosevelt’s Rough Riders” in the famous charge up San Juan Hill, Cuba, he returned 
home a military hero, and was rewarded with the governorship of New York. In what he called his “spare 
hours” he fathered six children and wrote fourteen books. By 1901, the man Senator Mark Hanna 
called “that damned cowboy” was vice president. Seven months later, an assassin’s bullet gave TR the 
national leadership he had always craved. His is a story so prodigal in its variety, so surprising in its 
turns of fate, that previous biographers have treated it as a series of haphazard episodes. This book, 
the only full study of TR’s pre-presidential years, shows that he was an inevitable chief executive. “It 
was as if he were subconsciously aware that he was a man of many selves,” the author writes, “and 
set about developing each one in turn, knowing that one day he would be President of all the people.”

The Presidents

Turmoil and Triumph
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