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John Steinbeck's 'In Dubious Battle' powerfully depicts the brutal realities of labor organizing and 
agricultural strikes in 1930s California. This compelling social struggle fiction explores the moral 
complexities faced by characters caught between idealism and the harsh necessities of revolution 
during the Great Depression era, offering a timeless examination of human dignity and collective action.
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In Dubious Battle

Both a fast-paced story of social unrest and strike, and the tale of one young man's struggle for identity, 
IN DUBIOUS BATTLE is a novel about the apocalyptic violence that breaks out when the masses 
become the mob. Set in California apple country, a strike by migrant workers spirals out of control, as 
principled defiance turns into blind fanaticism. Caught in this upheaval is Jim Nolan, a once aimless 
man who finds himself briefly becoming the leader of the strike before being crushed in its service. IN 
DUBIOUS BATTLE explores and dramatises many of the ideas and themes key to Steinbeck's writing.

In Dubious Battle

In the California apple country, nine hundred migratory workers rise up "in dubious battle" against 
the landowners. The group takes on a life of its own-stronger than its individual members and more 
frightening. Led by the doomed Jim Nolan, the strike is founded on his tragic idealism-on the "courage 
never to submit or yield."

In Dubious Battle

A novel exploring the reasons behind a strike by the migratory fruit pickers in California during the 
depression.

In Dubious Battle

John Ernst Steinbeck Jr. has been called "a giant of American letters”. During his writing career, he 
authored 33 books, including 16 novels, six non-fiction books, and two collections of short stories. 
His magnum opus ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ (1939), which epitomises the harrowing events of the Clutch 
Plague era, stirred widespread sympathy for the plight of migrant workers. Many of Steinbeck's works 
are set in the Salinas Valley of his childhood and they frequently explore themes of fate and the 
injustices suffered by their everyman protagonists. Fashioned with rich symbolic structures, they convey 
archetypal qualities in enduring characters, winning for Steinbeck the 1962 Nobel Prize for Literature. 
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The major works of Steinbeck are In Dubious Battle, Of Mice and Men, The Grapes of Wrath, East of 
Eden, Travels with Charley.

In Dubious Battle (in back room).

The terrorist attacks of 9/11 and Bush’s belligerent response fractured the American left—partly by 
putting pressure on little-noticed fissures that had appeared a decade earlier. In a masterful survey 
of the post-9/11 landscape, renowned scholar Michael Bérubé revisits and reinterprets the major 
intellectual debates and key players of the last two decades, covering the terrain of left debates in 
the United States over foreign policy from the Balkans to 9/11 to Iraq, and over domestic policy from 
the culture wars of the 1990s to the question of what (if anything) is the matter with Kansas. The Left 
at War brings the history of cultural studies to bear on the present crisis—a history now trivialized 
to the point at which few left intellectuals have any sense that merely "cultural" studies could have 
something substantial to offer to the world of international relations, debates over sovereignty and 
humanitarian intervention, matters of war and peace. The surprising results of Bérubé’s arguments 
reveal an American left that is overly fond of a form of "countercultural" politics in which popular success 
is understood as a sign of political failure and political marginality is understood as a sign of moral 
virtue. The Left at War insists that, in contrast to American countercultural traditions, the geopolitical 
history of cultural studies has much to teach us about internationalism—for "in order to think globally, 
we need to think culturally, and in order to understand cultural conflict, we need to think globally." At a 
time when America finds itself at a critical crossroads, The Left at War is an indispensable guide to the 
divisions that have created a left at war with itself.

In Dubious Battle

Although his career continued for almost three decades after the 1939 publication of The Grapes of 
Wrath, John Steinbeck is still most closely associated with his Depression-era works of social struggle. 
But from Pearl Harbor on, he often wrote passionate accounts of America’s wars based on his own 
firsthand experience. Vietnam was no exception. Thomas E. Barden’s Steinbeck in Vietnam offers for 
the first time a complete collection of the dispatches Steinbeck wrote as a war correspondent for 
Newsday. Rejected by the military because of his reputation as a subversive, and reticent to document 
the war officially for the Johnson administration, Steinbeck saw in Newsday a unique opportunity to put 
his skills to use. Between December 1966 and May 1967, the sixty-four-year-old Steinbeck toured the 
major combat areas of South Vietnam and traveled to the north of Thailand and into Laos, documenting 
his experiences in a series of columns titled Letters to Alicia, in reference to Newsday publisher Harry 
F. Guggenheim’s deceased wife. His columns were controversial, coming at a time when opposition 
to the conflict was growing and even ardent supporters were beginning to question its course. As he 
dared to go into the field, rode in helicopter gunships, and even fired artillery pieces, many detractors 
called him a warmonger and worse. Readers today might be surprised that the celebrated author 
would risk his literary reputation to document such a divisive war, particularly at the end of his career. 
Drawing on four primary-source archives—the Steinbeck collection at Princeton, the Papers of Harry 
F. Guggenheim at the Library of Congress, the Pierpont Morgan Library’s Steinbeck holdings, and the 
archives of Newsday—Barden’s collection brings together the last published writings of this American 
author of enduring national and international stature. In addition to offering a definitive edition of these 
essays, Barden includes extensive notes as well as an introduction that provides background on the 
essays themselves, the military situation, the social context of the 1960s, and Steinbeck’s personal 
and political attitudes at the time.

Complete Works of John Steinbeck (Illustrated)

Set in England, Africa and Italy this collection of Steinbeck's World War II news correspondence was 
written for the New Yolk Herald Tribune in the latter part of 1943.

The Left at War

A new volume which includes the original screenplay, with its copious director's notes, and the narrative 
- this has followed on from a previously undiscovered manuscript by Steinbeck being found in the UCLA 
Research Library - the narrative treatment of the story on which he based his screenplay.

Steinbeck in Vietnam



Just as the Iron Curtain fell on Eastern Europe, Steinbeck and Capa began a remarkable journey 
through the Soviet Union. Combining Steinbeck's compassion and humour with Capa's photographs, 
this text is a unique portrit of Russia and its people as they emerged from the ravages of war.

Once There Was a War

Young Jody Tiflin lives on his father's California ranch. He is thrilled when his father gives him a red 
pony, and later promises him the colt of a bay mare. Both these gifts bring joy to Jodi's life - but tragedy 
soon follows. As Jodi begins to learn the harsh lessons of life and death, he starts to understand what 
growing-up and becoming an adult really means.

Zapata

Tells a story about the strange relationship of two migrant workers who are able to realize their dreams 
of an easy life until one of them succumbs to his weakness for soft, helpless creatures and strangles 
a farmer's wife.

A Russian Journal

Novel about the plight of American farmers who were forced off their farms by drought and foreclosure 
during the 1930's.

The Red Pony

When Kino, an Indian pearl-diver, finds 'the Pearl of the world' he believes that his life will be magically 
transformed. He will marry Juana in church and their little boy, Coyotito, will attend school. Obsessed by 
his dreams, Kino is blind to the greed, fear and violence the pearl arouses in him and his neighbours. 
Written with lyrical simplicity The Pearl explores the secretive nature of man, the depths of evil within, 
and the consequences of rebellion.

In Dubious Battle

“We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union . . . ” — The U.S 
Constitution The U.S. Constitution and Other Key American Writings is part of the Word Cloud Classics 
series and a collection of the crucial documents that established the United States. In addition to 
the Constitution, readers can study supplementary texts like the Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, the Federalist Papers, and even important speeches by early presidents. 
The Founding Fathers’ inspirational and revolutionary ideals are all included in these doctrines, and 
this is a perfect volume for anyone who finds the history of America to be a fascinating and enlightening 
journey.

Of Mice and Men

While fulfilling his dead father's dream of creating a prosperous farm in California, Joseph Wayne 
comes to believe that a magnificent tree on the farm embodies his father's spirit. His brothers and their 
families share in Joseph's prosperity andthe farm flourishes - until one brother, scared by Joseph's 
pagan belief, kills the tree and brings disease and famine on the farm. Set in familiar Steinbeck country, 
TO A GOD UNKOWN is a mystical tale, exploring one man's attempt to control theforces of nature and 
to understand the ways of God.

The Grapes of Wrath

This collection of letters forms a fascinating day-by-day account of Steinbeck's writing of EAST OF 
EDEN, his longest and most ambitious novel. The letters, ranging over many subjects - textual discus-
sion, trial flights of workmanship, family matters - provide an illuminating perspective on Steinbeck, the 
creative genius, and a private glimpse of Steinbeck, the man.

The Pearl

John Steinbeck was a prolific correspondent, and this collection of letters to friends, family, his editor 
and a circle of public figures gives an insight into the raw creative processes of one of the most 
naturally-gifted and hard-working writing minds of this century.



The U.S. Constitution and Other Key American Writings

John Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of Wrath during an astonishing burst of activity between June and 
October of 1938. Throughout the time he was creating his greatest work, Steinbeck faithfully kept a 
journal revealing his arduous journey toward its completion. The journal, like the novel it chronicles, 
tells a tale of dramatic proportions—of dogged determination and inspiration, yet also of paranoia, 
self-doubt, and obstacles. It records in intimate detail the conception and genesis of The Grapes 
of Wrath and its huge though controversial success. It is a unique and penetrating portrait of an 
emblematic American writer creating an essential American masterpiece.

COMEDY IN A MINOR KEY.

This special 50-year jubilee edition of Steinbeck's classic novels features The Grapes of Wrath, The 
Moon Is Down, Cannery Row, East of Eden, and Of Mice and Men.

To a God Unknown

*THE BOOK BEHIND THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE DIRECTED BY STEVEN SPIELBERG* 'Wildly 
original and stuffed with irresistible nostalgia, Ready Player One is a spectacularly genre-busting, 
ambitious, and charming debut' Independent 'Part intergalactic scavenger hunt, part romance, and 
all heart' CNN 'Ernest Cline's novel deserves to be a modern classic' SciFiNow 'Gorgeously geeky, 
superbly entertaining, this really is a spectacularly successful debut' Daily Mail _______________ A 
world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready? It's the year 2044, and the real world 
has become an ugly place. We're out of oil. We've wrecked the climate. Famine, poverty, and disease 
are widespread. Like most of humanity, Wade Watts escapes this depressing reality by spending his 
waking hours jacked into the OASIS, a sprawling virtual utopia where you can be anything you want 
to be, where you can live and play and fall in love on any of ten thousand planets. And like most of 
humanity, Wade is obsessed by the ultimate lottery ticket that lies concealed within this alternate reality: 
OASIS founder James Halliday, who dies with no heir, has promised that control of the OASIS - and his 
massive fortune - will go to the person who can solve the riddles he has left scattered throughout his 
creation. For years, millions have struggled fruitlessly to attain this prize, knowing only that the riddles 
are based in the culture of the late twentieth century. And then Wade stumbles onto the key to the 
first puzzle. Suddenly, he finds himself pitted against thousands of competitors in a desperate race 
to claim the ultimate prize, a chase that soon takes on terrifying real-world dimensions - and that will 
leave both Wade and his world profoundly changed. _______________ Readers can't get enough of 
Ready Player One . . . ***** 'THAT WAS SO TOTALLY AWESOME, WOW!' ***** 'This is an exciting story, 
especially for geeks, and the key word is FUN.' ***** 'Ladies and gentlemen, from this day this book 
is my life and I will obsess over it constantly.' ***** 'I just kinda wanna cry right now. I'll have a proper 
review at some point, but I gotta let myself recover.' ***** 'I had the feeling while reading this book that 
it was written expressly for me. This is my childhood captured.'

Journal of a Novel

Bodies and Machines is a striking and persuasive examination of the body-machine complex and its 
effects on the modern American cultural imagination. Bodies and Machines, first published in 1992, 
explores the links between techniques of representation and social and scientific technologies of power 
in a wide range of realist and naturalist discourses and practices. Seltzer draws on realist and naturalist 
writing, such as the work of Hawthorne and Henry James, and the discourses which inform it: from 
scouting manuals and the programmes of systematic management to accounts of sexual biology and 
the rituals of consumer culture. He explores other mass-produced and mass-consumed cultural forms, 
including visual representations such as composite photographs, scale models, and the astonishing 
iconography of standardization.

A Life in Letters

Winner of the 2021 Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Biography A Publishers Weekly Best Book of 
2020 in Nonfiction A resonant biography of America’s most celebrated novelist of the Great Depression. 
The first full-length biography of the Nobel laureate to appear in a quarter century, Mad at the World 
illuminates what has made the work of John Steinbeck an enduring part of the literary canon: his 
capacity for empathy. Pulitzer Prize finalist William Souder explores Steinbeck’s long apprenticeship 
as a writer struggling through the depths of the Great Depression, and his rise to greatness with 



masterpieces such as The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men, and The Grapes of Wrath. Angered by the plight 
of the Dust Bowl migrants who were starving even as they toiled to harvest California’s limitless bounty, 
fascinated by the guileless decency of the downtrodden denizens of Cannery Row, and appalled by the 
country’s refusal to recognize the humanity common to all of its citizens, Steinbeck took a stand against 
social injustice—paradoxically given his inherent misanthropy—setting him apart from the writers of the 
so-called "lost generation." A man by turns quick-tempered, compassionate, and ultimately brilliant, 
Steinbeck could be a difficult person to like. Obsessed with privacy, he was mistrustful of people. Next 
to writing, his favorite things were drinking and womanizing and getting married, which he did three 
times. And while he claimed indifference about success, his mid-career books and movie deals made 
him a lot of money—which passed through his hands as quickly as it came in. And yet Steinbeck also 
took aim at the corrosiveness of power, the perils of income inequality, and the urgency of ecological 
collapse, all of which drive public debate to this day. Steinbeck remains our great social realist novelist, 
the writer who gave the dispossessed and the disenfranchised a voice in American life and letters. 
Eloquent, nuanced, and deeply researched, Mad at the World captures the full measure of the man 
and his work.

Working Days

Diploma Thesis from the year 2000 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, 
grade: very good, Education Center for Schools in Vienna (English), über Fußnoten entries in the 
bibliography, language: English, abstract: When I decided to write my masters about John Steinbeck, 
I only knew some of his works. I had read "Tortilla Flat" - which is still one of my favourite books, of 
course I knew "East of Eden " and "Of Mice and Men" and "The Pearl". Then I started to read his not 
so well known novels and I wondered about his contradictory writing style and choice of topics. " He is 
a crank, a storyteller, a critic, an anti - critic, an "American\

The John Steinbeck Collection

"Of Mice and Men" by John Steinbeck. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range 
of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to 
forgotten�or yet undiscovered gems�of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each 
Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers 
and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a 
high-quality digital format.

Ready Player One

Celebrates the American writer who in his works confronted and explored the social fabric of the United 
States in the early 20th century. More than 500 entries include synopses of his novels, short stories, 
and nonfiction; descriptions of his characters, details about family, friends, and associates.

Bodies and Machines (Routledge Revivals)

The relationship of England and Scotland became defined by events on 9 September 1513 in a 
battle of great size, bloodshed and finality - the Battle of Flodden. On the back of historian George 
Goodwin's critically acclaimed debut, FATAL COLOURS, comes FATAL RIVALRY, providing the first 
in-depth examination of the Battle of Flodden, the biggest and bloodiest in British history. This book 
captures the importance of the key players in the story - the kings and their respective queens, their 
nobles, diplomats and generals - as the rivalry brought the two countries inexorably to war. Fatefully, 
it would be an error by James, that most charismatic of commanders, and in the thick of engagement, 
that would make him the last British king to fall in battle, would condemn the bulk of his nobility to a 
similarly violent death and settle his country's fate.

Mad at the World: A Life of John Steinbeck

Evliya Celebi was the Orhan Pamuk of the 17th century, the Pepys of the Ottoman world - a diligent, 
adventurous and honest recorder with a puckish wit and humour. He is in the pantheon of the great 
travel-writers of the world, though virtually unknown to western readers. This translation brings his 
sparkling work to life.

John Steinbeck - In Dubious Reputation



A Penguin Classic In his first novel to follow the publication of his enormous success, The Grapes of 
Wrath, Steinbeck’s vision comes wonderfully to life in this imaginative and unsentimental chronicle of a 
bus traveling California’s back roads, transporting the lost and the lonely, the good and the greedy, the 
stupid and the scheming, the beautiful and the vicious away from their shattered dreams and, possibly, 
toward the promise of the future. This edition features an introduction by Gary Scharnhorst. For more 
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking 
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative 
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as 
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

Of Mice and Men

Lee Chong, the astute owner of the well-stocked grocery store, is also the proprietor of the Palace 
Flophouse that Mack and his troupe of good-natured 'boys' call home. Dora runs the brothel with 
clockwork efficiency and a generous heart, and Doc is the fount of all wisdom.

Critical Companion to John Steinbeck

Ethan Allen Hawley has lost the acquisitive spirit of his wealthy forebears. Scarred by failure, Ethan 
works as a grocery store clerk. But his wife is restless, his teenage children troubled and hungry for 
material comforts. Then a series of unusual events reignites Ethan's ambition.

Fatal Rivalry, Flodden 1513

USA. Chronological literature survey and annotated bibliography of the treatment of strikes in American 
literature published between 1845 and 1944.

An Ottoman Traveller

Twayne's United States Authors, English Authors, and World Authors Series present concise critical 
introductions to great writers and their works. Devoted to critical interpretation and discussion of an 
author's work, each study takes account of major literary trends and important scholarly contributions 
and provides new critical insights with an original point of view. An Authors Series volume addresses 
readers ranging from advanced high school students to university professors. The book suggests to the 
informed reader new ways of considering a writer's work. Each volume features: -- A critical, interpretive 
study and explication of the author's works -- A brief biography of the author -- An accessible chronology 
outlining the life, the work, and relevant historical context -- Aids for further study: complete notes 
and references, a selected annotated bibliography and an index -- A readable style presented in a 
manageable length

The Wayward Bus

Steinbeck and Covici is a major contribution to the literature about John Steinbeck. "Steinbeck 
Quarterly" magazine wrote, "Thomas Fensch offers the first comprehensive account of one of John 
Steinbeck's most enduring, intimate, and important relationships: his association with his editor, Pascal 
Covici. The results are revealing, and broaden the dimension of Steinbeck studies." This book was first 
published in l979 and received not one, but two separate reviews in "The New York Times." It was also 
widely reviewed elsewhere and won the Book of the Year Award in Biogaphy from the Ohioana Library 
Association, in l980. Out of print in recent years, it has been re-published as part of the New Century 
Books "Exceptional Lives" series.

Cannery Row

This debut story collection “masterfully navigates adverse conditions of migrant life while . . . managing 
to find joy and amusement, love and triumph” (San Francisco Chronicle). Gordo brings readers inside 
a migrant workers camp near Watsonville, California in the 1970s. At the heart of these interrelated 
stories is a young, probably gay, boy named Gordo, who must find a way to contend with the notions 
of manhood imposed on him by his father. As he comes of age, Gordo learns about sex, watches his 
father’s drunken fights, and discovers even his own documented Mexican-American parents are wary 
of illegal migrants. We also meet Fat Cookie, high schooler and resident artist who runs away from 
home one day with her mother’s boyfriend, Manny. And then there are Los Tigres, the twins who show 



up every season and whose drunken brawl ends with one of them rushed to the emergency room in 
an upholstered chair tied to the back of a pick-up truck. These scenes from Steinbeck Country are full 
of humor, family drama, and a sweet frankness about serious questions: Who belongs to America and 
how are they treated? How does one learn decency when grown adults must fear for their lives and 
livelihoods? Gordo “announces a vibrant new voice on the literary scene, at once wise and authentic 
and supremely gifted” (Booklist, starred review). Finalist for the 2022 Lambda Literary Award for Gay 
Fiction Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction

The Winter of Our Discontent

A poignant memoir of family, grief and resilience about a young man, his dynamic mother and the Ô80s 
movies they shared together Michael Koresky's most formative memories were simple ones. A movie 
rental. A bowl of popcorn. And a few shared hours with his mother. Through the films they watched 
together, he gained insight into his mother's perspective and the values she hoped to instill. Decades 
later and now a successful film critic, Koresky set out on a journey with his mother to discover more 
about their shared cinematic past. They rewatched ten films, one from every year of the Ô80s, each 
featuring women in leading roles. Films like 9 to 5, Terms of Endearment, The Color Purple and Working 
Girl played a powerful role in Michael's developing consciousness as a gay man and helped solidify 
an unspoken bond between mother and son. Blending memoir, film criticism and cultural history, Films 
of Endearment is a reappraisal of the most important and popular female-driven films of the era, a 
profound meditation on loss and resilience, and a celebration of the special bond between mothers 
and their sons.

The Strike in the American Novel

John Steinbeck's Fiction Revisited
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