
behavioral genetics, genes and behavior, heritability psychology, nature vs nurture, psychological genetic factors

Behavioral Genetics Psychological Perspectives
#behavioral genetics #genes and behavior #heritability psychology #nature vs nurture #psychological genetic 
factors 

Explore behavioral genetics and its profound psychological perspectives, delving into how our genes 
shape behavior and mental processes. This field offers critical insights into the heritability of traits, 
individual differences, and psychological disorders, providing a foundation for understanding the 
complex interplay between nature and nurture in shaping human experience.
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Behavior Genetics of Temperament and Personality

This volume examines behavioral genetic research on temperament and personality from a number of 
perspectives. It takes a developmental perspective on a number of issues across the lifespan, focusing 
on personality and temperament. The first section focuses on the development of temperament and 
personality. Typically this has involved exploring genetic and environmental contributions to phenotypic 
stability and instability, but more recently there has been research that examines the etiology of 
intra-individual change/growth trajectories. The second section examines genetic and environmental 
contributions to the association between temperament and personality and other behaviors. The third 
and fourth sections discuss genotype-environment correlations and interactions, and introduces the 
reader to molecular genetics research on temperament and personality. Chapter 11 will discuss the 
significance of this type of research and Chapter 12 will provide an example of specific line of research 
exploring genes associated with temperament.�

Perspectives in Behavior Genetics

Originally published in 1986, we were living in a world in which the number of publications in behaviour 
genetics had reached a point where it was difficult, even for those teaching the subject, to keep up 
with the literature. The editors of this title believe that there is a need for people who have planned 
and executed long-term research programs to summarize and comment on their results. This volume 
was intended to help meet that need. The authors were given free choice of subject and format. The 
result is a variety of topics that had been researched mainly over the previous decade. Chapter 1 is an 
exception and looked back at the work of others in behaviour genetics over a quarter-century and tried 
to detect trends in the types of research done in the field.

Behavior Genetics of Psychopathology

As a dynamic, interdisciplinary field, behavior genetics and its evolution are being followed closely 
by scientists across the psychological and medical domains. The discoveries surrounding the human 
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genome and the advancement in molecular genetic technologies have led to studies becoming increas-
ingly sophisticated and yielding yet more conclusive and useful results. This is certainly the case in the 
area of child and adult psychopathology. Behavior Genetics of Psychopathology summarizes the state 
of the field, examining the role of genes and environment as they affect common neurodevelopmental 
and psychiatric conditions. Emphasizing key research areas (comorbidities, twin studies, the integration 
of methods), the book assesses the current literature, offers up-to-date findings, sorts through lingering 
controversies, and identifies a clear future agenda for the field. Expertly-written chapters focus on 
issues of both general salience that shape behavior genetics of psychopathology, to specific disorders 
of major clinical importance, among them: ADHD: the view from quantitative genetic research. Autism 
spectrum disorders and their complex heterogeneity Genetic influences on anxiety and depression 
in childhood and adolescence. Evidence for etiologically-defined subgroups within the construct of 
antisocial behavior. Sleep and psychopathology: the reasons for their co-occurrence. Behavioral 
genetic approaches to the etiology of comorbidity. Epigenetics of psychopathology. This combination 
of timeliness and depth of coverage make Behavior Genetics of Psychopathology a frontline resource 
for behavior geneticists, psychologists, psychiatrists, and neuroscientists, and is perfectly suited to 
graduate students looking to join these fields.

Behavior Genetics of Cognition Across the Lifespan

Along with psychopathology, cognition has been one of the primary phenotypic focal points of the 
field of behavior genetics since its inception. Francis Galton’s 1874 examination of eminent families in 
Britain was among the earliest attempts to investigate whether cognitive achievements run in families. 
This volume presents current methodologies for understanding cognitive abilities that move beyond the 
outdated nature vs. nurture paradigm. Recent advances in both collection and statistical modeling of 
twin data, particularly longitudinal twin data, make this an especially advantageous moment to produce 
a work that presents a collection of the groundbreaking research on cognitive abilities across the 
lifespan. This volume presents an overview of the current state of quantitative and molecular genetic 
investigations into the many facets of cognitive performance and functioning across the lifespan.�

Behavior Genetics Principles

Behavior Genetics Principles: Perspectives in Development, Personality, and Psychopathology 
presents work that addresses both historical and novel approaches to the study of genetic and 
environmental influences on behavior. Contributors to this volume use behavior genetics as a means 
for understanding the etiology of mental illness as well as normal development. They ask: what genes 
predispose a person to develop a specific personality trait? What about an inclination to a psychological 
disorder? How do environmental factors enhance or mute genetic factors? Do they regulate inherited 
individual differences in behavior and personality throughout a lifetime? Behavior Genetics Principles 
explores the many connections between genes, personality, development, and psychopathology. It 
focuses on research influenced by Irving I. Gottesman, a pioneer in behavioral genetics research. As 
a mentor and a colleague, Gottesman has worked to examine the role of genes and environmental 
factors using both traditional and novel study designs and analytic methods. This stimulating volume, 
by colleagues who have helped shape the field of behavioral genetics, presents cutting edge work that 
carries on h

Wrestling with Behavioral Genetics

Wrestling with Behavioral Genetics brings together an interdisciplinary group of contributors -- ge-
neticists, humanists, social scientists, lawyers, and journalists -- to discuss the ethical and social 
implications of behavioral genetics research. The essays give readers the necessary tools to critically 
analyze the findings of behavioral geneticists, explore competing interpretations of the ethical and 
social implications of those findings, and engage in a productive public conversation about them. 
"What sets this collection apart from others is the way that contributions from a diverse authorship 
are integrated to form a coherent whole... Doubtless this book will soon become a classic within 
behavioral genetics and compulsory reading for the non-specialist seeking to understand the basic 
scientific, social, and ethical issues within the field." -- American Journal of Bioethics "Informative, 
provocative, and challenging, this book is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand this emerging 
field." -- Social Theory and Practice "Promoting public conversation about behavioral genetics will be 
increasingly pertinent to creating enlightened, fair, and representative public policy... The 'wrestling' 
will go on for some time to come." -- New England Journal of Medicine "This volume presents a fair 



and honest treatment of the field that is both cautious at times and also optimistic and hopeful." -- 
Metapsychology Erik Parens is a senior research scholar at the Hastings Center and a visiting professor 
in the Science, Technology, and Society Program at Sarah Lawrence College. Audrey R. Chapman 
is a professor of community medicine and Healey Chair in Medical Humanities and Bioethics at the 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine. Nancy Press is a professor at the School of Nursing and 
the Department of Public Health at the School of Medicine, Oregon Health and Science University.

How Genes Influence Behavior 2e

How Genes Influence Behavior takes a personal and lively approach to the study of behavioral genetics, 
providing an up-to-date and accessible introduction to a variety of approaches and their application to 
a wide range of disorders, and modeling a critical approach to both methods andresults.This second 
edition includes additional biology content to help students understand the biological foundations 
of the field, while maintaining an appropriate focus on the main issues of relevance to psychology 
students; updates coverage of genomic technologies and their applications; and covers awider range 
of disorders, including autism spectrum disorder, eating disorders, and intellectual disability. A new 
final chapter guides students through a range of quantitative approaches using worked examples that 
relate directly to cases and examples used earlier in the text, and addresses currentissues arising from 
debates around reproducibility.The online resources that accompany this book include:For students* 
Multiple choice questions for students to check their threshold knowledge* Data sets for students to 
manipulate, so that they can apply what they have learnedFor lecturers* Figures and tables from the 
book, ready to download

Foundations of Behavior Genetics

This text is a current, comprehensive introduction to the link between genes and behavior.

Behavior Genetic Approaches in Behavioral Medicine

Leading researchers examine how behavior genetics provides crucial insights into genetic and envi-
ronmental influences in the development of biobehavioral disorders. These influences are illustrated by 
using the examples of cardiovascular disease, obesity and eating disorders, alcohol use and abuse, 
and smoking behavior. Contributors discuss the relevance of molecular genetic approaches and twin 
and family designs to the complex field of behavior medicine research.

Challenging the Therapeutic Narrative

This volume explores and challenges the assumption that behavioral proclivities and pathologies are 
directly traceable to experience—an assumption that still widely dominates folk psychology as well 
as the perspective of many mental health practitioners. This tendency continues despite powerful 
evidence from the field of behavioral genetics that genetic endowment dwarfs other discrete influences 
on development and psychopathology when extrinsic conditions are not extreme. An interdisciplinary 
collection, the book uses historical, cultural and clinical perspectives to challenge the longstanding 
notion of identity as the product of a life-narrative. Although the nativist-empiricist debate has been 
revivified by recent advances in molecular biology, such ideas date back to the Socratic dialogue on 
the innate mathematical sense possessed by an illiterate slave. The author takes a philosophical and 
historical approach in revisiting the writings of select figures from science, medicine, and literature 
whose insights into the potency of inherited factors in behavior were particularly prescient, and ran 
contrary to the modern declivity toward the self as narrative. The final part of the volume uses historical 
and clinical perspectives to help illuminate the elusive concept of innateness and highlights important 
ramifications of the revolution in behavioral genetics. Seeking to challenge the clinical utility of the 
therapeutic narrative rather than the importance of experience per se, the book will ultimately appeal 
to psychiatrists, psychologists, and academics from various disciplines working across the fields of 
behavioral genetics, evolutionary biology, philosophy of science, and the history of science.

Nature and Nurture

What does it mean to find a gene or set of genes that are associated with ADHD, schizophrenia, or 
autism? Could we eradicate such diseases from our species through gene therapy? Is it possible to 
eradicate from our genome the genetic material that predisposes us to be too aggressive, too shy, less 
intelligent, or not active enough? Who has the political power and/or moral authority to make these 



decisions? The premise of Nature and Nurture is that the complexity of the transactions between nature 
and nurture--between genes and the environment from the cellular to the cultural level--make these 
questions incredibly complex and in need of careful attention by educators, scientists, the public, and 
policymakers. A product of the conference held at Brown University in 2001, this book suggests that 
genes and environments work together interactively in a complex and closely intertwined fashion. The 
contributors to this book--biologists, psychologists, psychiatrists, and economists--present knowledge 
that enables research and application to transcend the traditional question of whatever variance or 
significance is attributed to genetics versus environment in the development of a particular behavioral 
trait. This book presents a variety of views on the current status of knowledge about the ways in 
which dynamic, developmental, mutually interactive systems in the genetic and environmental domains 
operate. The chapters represent contributions from different perspectives.

Born that Way

First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Behaving

Behaving presents an overview of the recent history and methodology of behavioral genetics and 
psychiatric genetics, informed by a philosophical perspective. Kenneth F. Schaffner addresses a wide 
range of issues, including genetic reductionism and determinism, "free will," and quantitative and 
molecular genetics. The latter covers newer genome-wide association studies (GWAS) that have 
produced a paradigm shift in the subject, and generated the problem of "missing heritability." Schaffner 
also presents cases involving pro and con arguments for genetic testing for IQ and for Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Schaffner examines the nature-nurture controversy and Developmental 
Systems Theory using C. elegans or "worm" studies as a test case, concluding that genes are special 
and provide powerful tools, including "deep homology," for investigating behavior. He offers a novel 
account of biological knowledge emphasizing the importance of models, mechanisms, pathways, and 
networks, which clarifies how partial reductions provide explanations of traits and disorders. The book 
also includes examinations of personality genetics and of schizophrenia and its etiology, alongside 
interviews with prominent researchers in the area, and discusses debates about psychosis that led to 
changes in the DSM-5 in 2013. Schaffner concludes by discussing additional philosophical implications 
of the genetic analyses in the book, some major worries about "free will," and arguments pro and con 
about why genes and DNA are so special. Though genes are special, newer perspectives presented in 
this book will be needed for progress in behavioral genetics- perspectives that situate genes in complex 
multilevel prototypic pathways and networks. With a mix of optimism and pessimism about the state of 
the field and the subject, Schaffner's book will be of interest to scholars in the history and philosophy 
of science, medicine, and psychiatry.

Principles of Behavioral Genetics

Principles of Behavioral Genetics provides an introduction to the fascinating science that aims to 
understand how our genes determine what makes us tick. It presents a comprehensive overview of 
the relationship between genes, brain, and behavior. Introductory chapters give clear explanations 
of basic processes of the nervous system and fundamental principles of genetics of complex traits 
without excessive statistical jargon. Individual chapters describe the genetics of social interactions, 
olfaction and taste, memory and learning, circadian behavior, locomotion, sleep, and addiction, as well 
as the evolution of behavior. Whereas the focus is on genetics, neurobiological and ecological aspects 
are also included to provide intellectual breadth. The book uses examples that span the gamut from 
classical model organisms to non-model systems and human biology, and include both laboratory 
and field studies. Samples of historical information accentuate the text to provide the reader with an 
appreciation of the history of the field. This book will be a valuable resource for future generations of 
scientists who focus on the field of behavioral genetics. Defines the emerging science of behavioral 
genetics Engagingly written by two leading experts in behavioral genetics Clear explanations of 
basic quantitative genetic, neurogenetic and genomic applications to the study of behavior Numerous 
examples ranging from model organisms to non-model systems and humans Concise overviews and 
summaries for each chapter

Genes, Brains, and Emotions



The study of emotions has rapidly expanded in recent decades, incorporating interdisciplinary research 
on the genetic underpinnings and neural mechanisms of emotion. This has involved a wide range of 
methods from as varied fields as behavioral genetics, molecular biology, and cognitive neuroscience, 
and has allowed researchers to start addressing complex multi-level questions such as: what is the role 
of genes in individual differences in emotions and emotional vulnerability to psychopathology, and what 
are the neural mechanisms through which genes and experience shape these emotion? Genes, Brain, 
and Emotions: Interdisciplinary and translational perspectives offers a comprehensive account of this 
interdisciplinary field of research, bridging psychology, genetics, and neuroscience, with rich sections 
dedicated to methods, cognitive and biological mechanisms, and psychopathology. Written by leading 
researchers who have each inspired new research directions and innovated methods and concepts, 
this book will be of interest to anyone working or studying in the field of affective science, whether they 
be behavioural geneticists, psychologists and psychiatrists, or cognitive neuroscientists.

Twins as a Tool of Behavioral Genetics

Twins as a Tool of Behavioral Genetics Edited by T. J. Bouchard, Jr. P. Propping Every human being 
is genetically unique and consequently genetically different from every other human being. The one 
exception is identical (monozygotic) twins, who share exactly the same genome. Fraternal (dizygotic) 
twins share half of their genes in common by descent. Twins of both types constitute "an experiment 
of nature". Because it is unethical to carry out powerful experiments on human beings in order to 
explore the causes of variation in human traits, this natural experiment with all of its vicissitudes is 
one of the few windows we have with which to view the genetic and environmental determinants of 
complex human behavioral traits. Many scientists believe that twins can only be used to estimate 
"heritability" and that they reveal nothing about how genes influence behavior. In addition, they argue 
that modern molecular genetics will quickly make twin research obsolete. These widely held views are 
largely incorrect. Twins are a unique and very powerful tool for exploring a wide variety of hypotheses 
about both the distal (mostly genetic) and proximal (mostly environmental) origins of human individual 
differences. Scientific knowledge accumulates most rapidly when scientists ask the right questions 
and utilize the right tools—the right tools for the job. This book attempts to highlight the questions 
that might be most productively addressed through the use of twin designs. Every tool, however, 
has its limitations. This book carefully examines the limitations and assumptions associated with the 
application of the method to each of the domains discussed. Goal of this Dahlem Workshop: to evaluate 
the environmental and genetic mechanisms underlying the structure and development of behavior in 
twins studies: the achievements, limitations, and potentials.

Handbook of Behavior Genetics

This handbook provides research guidelines to study roles of the genes and other factors involved 
in a variety of complex behaviors. Utilizing methodologies and theories commonly used in behavior 
genetics, each chapter features an overview of the selected topic, current issues, as well as current 
and future research.

Gene-Environment Interplay in Interpersonal Relationships across the Lifespan

Intriguing new findings on how genes and environments work together through different stages of 
life take the spotlight in this significant collection. Studies from infancy to late adulthood show both 
forces as shaping individuals' relationships within family and non-family contexts, and examine how 
these relationships, in turn, continue to shape the individual. Transitional periods, in which individuals 
become more autonomous and relationships and personal identities become more complicated, 
receive special emphasis. In addition, chapters shed light on the extent to which the quantity and quality 
of genetic and environmental influence may shift across and even within life stages. Included in the 
coverage: Gene-environment interplay in parenting young children. The sibling relationship as a source 
of shared environment. Gene-environment transactions in childhood and adolescent problematic peer 
relationships. Toward a developmentally sensitive and genetically informed perspective on popularity. 
Spouse, parent, and co-worker: roles and relationships in adulthood. The family system as a unit of 
clinical care: the role of genetic systems. Behavioral geneticists, clinical psychologists, and family 
therapists will find in Gene-Environment Interplay in Interpersonal Relationships across the Lifespan 
a window into current thinking on the subject, new perspectives for understanding clients and cases, 
and ideas for further study.



Behavioral Genetics

Offering the broadest review of psychological perspectives on human expertise to date, this volume 
covers behavioral, computational, neural, and genetic approaches to understanding complex skill. The 
chapters show how performance in music, the arts, sports, games, medicine, and other domains 
reflects basic traits such as personality and intelligence, as well as knowledge and skills acquired 
through training. In doing so, this book moves the field of expertise beyond the duality of "nature vs. 
nurture" toward an integrative understanding of complex skill. This book is an invaluable resource for 
researchers and students interested in expertise, and for professionals seeking current reviews of 
psychological research on expertise.

The Science of Expertise

Capturing a scientific change in thinking about personality and individual differences, this volume 
provides theories and empirical evidence which suggest that personality and individual differences are 
central to evolved psychological mechanisms and behavioural functioning.

The Evolution of Personality and Individual Differences

For psychologist and geneticist.

Methods and Goals in Human Behavior Genetics

In recent years, evolutionary psychology and behavioral genetics have emerged as prominent theo-
retical perspectives within the social sciences. Yet despite broad levels of commonality between the 
disciplines—including an emphasis on adaptation, evolved mechanisms that guide behavior, and con-
sequences of mismatch between these mechanisms and novel environments—studies that apply these 
perspectives on social behavior to organizations remain relatively rare. The Biological Foundations of 
Organizational Behavior brings together contributors who shed light on the potential that behavioral 
genetics and evolutionary psychology offer for studies of organizational behavior. In addition to examin-
ing the extant literature integrating these disciplines and organizational behavior, the book reconsiders 
a wide range of topics through the lens of biology within organizational behavior, including decision 
making, leadership and hierarchy, goals and collective action, and individual difference. Contributions 
also explore new areas of potential application and provide a critical assessment of the challenges 
that lie ahead. With accessible insights for scholars and practitioners, The Biological Foundations of 
Organizational Behavior marks a promising step forward in what is increasingly perceived to be an 
underdeveloped area of organizational behavior.

The Biological Foundations of Organizational Behavior

Originally published in 1983, this volume is a collection of papers by research workers active at the time. 
It includes reviews of special areas within the field and discussions of interactions with other behavioral 
sciences such as psychology, ethology, and sociobiology. Applications to medicine, psychiatry, and 
education are also considered. Contributors were encouraged to integrate history, present knowledge, 
and projections for the future. Although the book is not divided into sections there is some grouping of 
related chapters.

Behavior Genetics

Foundations of Behavior Genetics provides a forward-looking introduction to this fascinating field. 
Written by an experienced teacher and researcher, this text focuses on concepts, methods, and findings 
that inform our understanding of heredity–behavior relations. The book's neuroscience perspective 
asks students to think about potential neural mechanisms involved in pathways from genes to behavior. 
While the text is primarily focused on human behavior genetics, it also emphasizes the importance 
of non-human animal models in experimental studies, as well as their evolutionary connections to 
humans. Part I covers the history of behavior genetics and the basics of non-molecular genetics; Part II 
discusses molecular genetics and neurogenetics; Part III addresses various behavioral disorders; and 
Part IV explores health, social behavior, and ethical implications. The text includes detailed chapter 
summaries, several “Check-up” questions after major sections that test student understanding, and 
recommended readings. Instructors are provided with a test bank of multiple-choice items and hi-res 
JPEGs of the many illustrations created for the book.



Foundations of Behavior Genetics

Nine essays examining the ethical, cultural, legal, and biological underpinnings of behavioral genetics. 
Scientists conducting human genome research are identifying genetic disorders and traits at an 
accelerating rate. Genetic factors in human behavior appear particularly complex and slow to emerge, 
yet are raising their own set of difficult ethical, legal, and social issues. In Behavioral Genetics: The 
Clash of Culture and Biology, Ronald Carson and Mark Rothstein bring together well-known experts 
from the fields of genetics, ethics, neuroscience, psychiatry, sociology, and law to address the cultural, 
legal, and biological underpinnings of behavioral genetics. The authors discuss a broad range of 
topics, including the ethical questions arising from gene therapy and screening, molecular research 
in psychiatry, and the legal ramifications and social consequences of behavioral genetic information. 
Throughout, they focus on two basic concerns: the quality of the science behind behavioral genetic 
claims and the need to formulate an appropriate, ethically defensible response when the science turns 
out to be good. “This book is well written and stimulating. The issues it raises are important for scientists 
and for those working in the legal and social-services fields, but they clearly also have relevance for 
everyone.” —The New England Journal of Medicine “This . . . is the best introduction to behavioral 
genetics that I have read. The varying viewpoints . . . are presented with such clarity that [this book] 
should appeal to the general public and serve as a basic text for college courses.” —Jay Katz, Elizabeth 
K. Dollard Professor Emeritus of Law, Medicine, and Psychiatry, Harvey L. Karp Professiorial Lecturer 
in Law and Psychoanalysis, Yale Law School

Behavioral Genetics

The Human Genome Project-which has provided a working draft of the sequence of DNA in the human 
genome - is a remarkable scientific achievement. In this postgenomic world, it appears that all genes 
and all DNA variation will eventually be known. For behavioral researchers, this is especially exciting 
because behavioral dimensions and disorders are the most complex traits of all. To understand these 
traits, we need to understand the roles of many genes and many environmental influences.

Behavioral Genetics in the Postgenomic Era

This handbook provides a comprehensive survey of what is now known about psychological devel-
opment, from birth to biological maturity, and it highlights how cultural, social, cognitive, neural, and 
molecular processes work together to yield human behavior and changes in human behavior.

The Oxford Handbook of Developmental Psychology, Vol. 1

Genetics, Environment, and Behavior: Implications for Educational Policy is a collection of papers from 
the "Genetic Endowment and Environment in the Determination of Behavior" workshop in New York in 
October 1971. The book discusses the relationships between genetic characteristics and behavior as 
being significant in understanding human behavior and learning. The text also considers the different 
approaches made by geneticists and psychologists on this subject. Several papers review, in terms of 
both quantitative and qualitative analysis, the role that genetics and the environment play in determining 
behavior. One paper explains the possible role of genetic determination in behaviors as found in mice 
and men that show high probabilities of heritabilities. Another paper tackles biochemical genetics and 
explains the evolution of human behavior by addressing the enzyme variations in human brains and the 
role of language and culture. The book also cites gene-environment interactions and the variability that 
can be found in behavior with references to the works of Ginsburg (1967) and Vale and Vale (1969). One 
paper comments on the future of human behavior genetics, highlighting the distinction between what 
should happen and what most probably will happen. This text is suitable for sociologists, behavioral 
scientists, geneticists, educators, and students in psychology, psychiatry, and related branches of 
medicine.

Genetics, Environment, and Behavior

An overview of both animal and human behavioural genetics and discussions of controversial topics. 
The book includes a chapter on the role of the new genetics of recombinant DNA in behavioural genetic 
research, and an introduction to model-fitting analysis and the major areas of research.

Behavioral Genetics



Neurobehavioral Genetics: Methods and Applications covers classic and contemporary approaches to 
the study of the brain and behavior, including basic and clinical research. This book is designed as a 
reference for investigators wishing to incorporate genetic methods into neurobehavioral research. A 
broad spectrum of methods are integrated, unlike any other publication currently in print. Neurobehav-
ioral Genetics: Methods and Applications presents different models, from invertebrates to genetically 
defined mammals. Introductory chapters demonstrate the scope and power of genetic methods that can 
be applied to neurobehavioral research from statistical methods and linkage analysis to contemporary 
molecular genetic approaches to search for candidate genes. The second half of the book covers 
the applications of quantitative and molecular genetics in basic and clinical research. Topics covered 
include animal behavior and neurobiology and human clinical problems including neurodegenerative 
diseases and psychiatric disorders.

Neurobehavioral Genetics

Differences between people are a fascinating and long-standing area of psychological inquiry. However, 
previous research has largely been confined to studies at the descriptive level. This book tries to explain 
individual difference, rather than merely describe them. Explanations are derived from two major 
competing frameworks: the biological and social approaches to individuality. The book is based on the 
contributions of specialists from Europe and North America invited to represent the biological and social 
points of view. Thus, a direct confrontation is obtained of two approaches that, hitherto, have proceeded 
with virtually no reference to each other. Attention is paid to behavior genetics, psychophysiology and 
temperament, as well as to social learning, behavioral strategies and person-environment interactions. 
Differences and commonalities between the biological and social approaches are scrutinized and a 
common framework is outlined to stimulate future research. Due to its innovative character, the book 
is particularly relevant for investigators in the field. In addition, it may be fruitfully used in advanced 
graduate level courses in personality psychology.

Foundations of Personality

Research in the field of personality psychology has culminated in a radical departure. The result is 
Personality Psychology: Recent Trends and Emerging Directions. Drs. Buss and Cantor have compiled 
the innovative research of twenty-five young, outstanding personality psychologists to represent the 
recent expansion of issues in the fields. Advances in assessment have brought about more powerful 
methods and the explanatory tools for extending personality psychology beyond its traditional reaches 
into the areas of cognitive psychology, evolutionary biology, and sociology. This volume represents a 
significant landmark in the psychology of personality.

Personality Psychology

Authored by leading experts in the field, the new 7th edition of this classic text provides the most 
up-to-date and comprehensive introduction to behavioural genetics available today. Behavioural Genet-
ics, 7th edition introduces students to the field’s underlying principles, defining experiments, on-going 
controversies, and most recent discoveries. The text provides students with an understanding of hered-
ity, it’s DNA basis, the methods used to discover genetic influence on behaviour and identify specific 
genes. It then examines what is known about genetic influence on cognitive ability, psychopathology, 
substance abuse, personality, health psychology, and aging. Finally, it looks to the future of the field, 
where some of the most exciting developments in behavioural sciences are being made.

Behavioral Genetics

Behavioral inhibition, often displayed as shyness in children and avoidance in animals, can be observed 
in the earliest stages of infancy. Recent research indicates that in extreme cases the tendency to either 
approach or withdraw from uncertain events continues through late childhood and is supported by 
specific biological mechanisms, suggesting a genetic basis. To effectively study behavioral inhibition, 
researchers are departing from the essentially experiential and descriptive techniques of traditional 
psychology and turning to a multidisciplinary approach that integrates psychology, psychiatry, epidemi-
ology, genetics, and ethology. Perspectives in Behavioral Inhibition brings together the most current 
research of leading scholars in the various disciplines involved.

Perspectives on Behavioral Inhibition



Since the heyday of research on aggression in the late 1960s, developments in several varied 
areas had enabled us to take a new look at this important though difficult topic. Recent findings 
and sophisticated new techniques in behavior genetic analysis at the time had made it possible not 
only to enhance our understanding of the genetic mechanisms underlying aggressive behavior, but 
also to provide some reasonable suggestions as to the role of aggression in evolution. Originally 
published in 1983, there had been significant advances in genetic and neural research and a much 
more sophisticated and heuristic approach to the measurement and conceptualization of aggressive 
behavior had developed. The ten chapters in this volume provide a thorough overview of these new 
approaches and methodologies. There are also suggestions regarding the scope of future research 
on aggressive behavior, since much of what is presented describes the ongoing research activities 
of the contributors. This book is divided into four sections: The first provides a systematic foundation 
for research on aggression, and a description of some of the newer strategies for research in this 
area; the second concerns quantitative genetic analyses, selection data from both wild and laboratory 
populations, and situational determinants of aggressive behavior; the third section details new and 
exciting findings in neurochemical and neuropharmacological effects; and the last section contains a 
chapter that provides a summary and synthesis of all that has come before.

Aggressive Behavior

Introduces psychology and other social science students to the role genetics play in the individual 
differences in human behaviour.

Human Genetics for the Social Sciences

The Handbook of Developmental Science, Behavior, and Genetics brings together the cutting-edge 
theory, research and methodology that contribute to our current scientific understanding of the role of 
genetics in the developmental system. • Commemorates the historically important contributions made 
by Gilbert Gottlieb in comparative psychology and developmental science • Includes an international 
group of contributors who are among the most respected behavioral and biological scientists working 
today • Examines the scientific basis for rejecting the reductionism and counterfactual approach to 
understanding the links between genes, behavior, and development • Documents the current status of 
comparative psychology and developmental science and provides the foundation for future scientific 
progress in the field

Handbook of Developmental Science, Behavior, and Genetics

How we raise young children is one of today's most highly personalized and sharply politicized issues, in 
part because each of us can claim some level of "expertise." The debate has intensified as discoveries 
about our development-in the womb and in the first months and years-have reached the popular 
media. How can we use our burgeoning knowledge to assure the well-being of all young children, for 
their own sake as well as for the sake of our nation? Drawing from new findings, this book presents 
important conclusions about nature-versus-nurture, the impact of being born into a working family, the 
effect of politics on programs for children, the costs and benefits of intervention, and other issues. 
The committee issues a series of challenges to decision makers regarding the quality of child care, 
issues of racial and ethnic diversity, the integration of children's cognitive and emotional development, 
and more. Authoritative yet accessible, From Neurons to Neighborhoods presents the evidence about 
"brain wiring" and how kids learn to speak, think, and regulate their behavior. It examines the effect of 
the climate-family, child care, community-within which the child grows.

From Neurons to Neighborhoods

Behavioral Genetics
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