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Explore the harrowing reality faced by American Civil War prisoners of war, a grim chapter in military 
history. This period saw tens of thousands of Union and Confederate soldiers enduring horrific condi-
tions in notorious prison camps like Andersonville and Elmira, where disease, starvation, and neglect 
were rampant. Understanding the experiences of these Civil War POWs provides crucial insight into 
the immense suffering and human cost beyond the battlefield.
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Transforming Civil War Prisons

During the Civil War, 410,000 people were held as prisoners of war on both sides. With resources 
strained by the unprecedented number of prisoners, conditions in overcrowded prison camps were 
dismal, and the death toll across Confederate and Union prisons reached 56,000 by the end of the 
war. In an attempt to improve prison conditions, President Lincoln issued General Orders 100, which 
would become the basis for future attempts to define the rights of prisoners, including the Geneva 
conventions. Meanwhile, stories of horrific prison experiences fueled political agendas on both sides, 
and would define the memory of the war, as each region worked aggressively to defend its prison 
record and to honor its own POWs. Robins and Springer examine the experience, culture, and politics 
of captivity, including war crimes, disease, and the use of former prison sites as locations of historical 
memory. Transforming Civil War Prisons introduces students to an underappreciated yet crucial aspect 
of waging war and shows how the legacy of Civil War prisons remains with us today.

Captives in Blue

Captives in Blue, a study of Union prisoners in Confederate prisons, is a companion to Roger 
Pickenpaugh's earlier groundbreaking book Captives in Gray: The Civil War Prisons of the Union, 
rounding out his examination of Civil War prisoner of war facilities. In June of 1861, only a few weeks 
after the first shots at Fort Sumter ignited the Civil War, Union prisoners of war began to arrive in 
Southern prisons. One hundred and fifty years later Civil War prisons and the way prisoners of war 
were treated remain contentious topics. Partisans of each side continue to vilify the other for POW 
maltreatment. Roger Pickenpaugh's two studies of Civil War prisoners of war facilities complement 
one another and offer a thoughtful exploration of issues that captives taken from both sides of the 
Civil War faced. In Captives in Blue, Pickenpaugh tackles issues such as the ways the Confederate 
Army contended with the growing prison population, the variations in the policies and practices inthe 
different Confederate prison camps, the effects these policies and practices had on Union prisoners, 

https://chilis.com.pe/search/civil-war-pows
https://chilis.com.pe/search/civil-war-pows
https://chilis.com.pe/search/american-civil-war-prisoners
https://chilis.com.pe/search/confederate-prison-camps
https://chilis.com.pe/search/union-prisoner-experiences
https://chilis.com.pe/search/civil-war-military-history
https://chilis.com.pe/search/civil-war-military-history


and the logistics of prisoner exchanges. Digging further into prison policy and practices, Pickenpaugh 
explores conditions that arose from conscious government policy decisions and conditions that were 
the product of local officials or unique local situations. One issue unique to Captives in Blue is the 
way Confederate prisons and policies dealt with African American Union soldiers. Black soldiers held 
captive in Confederate prisons faced uncertain fates; many former slaves were returned to their former 
owners, while others were tortured in the camps. Drawing on prisoner diaries, Pickenpaugh provides 
compelling first-person accounts of life in prison camps often overlooked by scholars in the field.

Portals to Hell

The holding of prisoners of war has always been both a political and a military enterprise, yet the 
military prisons of the Civil War, which held more than four hundred thousand soldiers and caused 
the deaths of fifty-six thousand men, have been nearly forgotten. Now Lonnie R. Speer has brought 
to life the least-known men in the great struggle between the Union and the Confederacy, using their 
own words and observations as they endured a true ?hell on earth.? Drawing on scores of previously 
unpublished firsthand accounts, Portals to Hell presents the prisoners? experiences in great detail and 
from an impartial perspective. The first comprehensive study of all major prisons of both the North and 
the South, this chronicle analyzes the many complexities of the relationships among prisoners, guards, 
commandants, and government leaders.

Captives in Gray

Contains contemporary reports from prisoners and witnesses humanize the grim realities of the POW 
camps Perhaps no topic is more heated, and the sources more tendentious, than that of Civil War 
prisons and the treatment of prisoners of war (POWs). Partisans of each side, then and now, have 
vilified the other for maltreatment of their POWs, while seeking to excuse their own distressing record 
of prisoner of war camp mismanagement, brutality, and incompetence. It is only recently that historians 
have turned their attention to this contentious topic in an attempt to sort the wheat of truth from the 
chaff of partisan rancor. Roger Pickenpaugh has previously studied a Union prison camp in careful 
detail (Camp Chase) and now turns his attention to the Union record in its entirety, to investigate 
variations between camps and overall prison policy and to determine as nearly as possible what actually 
happened in the admittedly over-crowded, under-supplied, and poorly-administered camps. He also 
attempts to determine what conditions resulted from conscious government policy or were the product 
of local officials and situations. A companion to Pickenpaugh's Captives in Blue.

Hellmira

An in-depth history of the inhumane Union Civil War prison camp that became known as “the An-
dersonville of the North.” Long called by some the “Andersonville of the North,” the prisoner of war 
camp in Elmira, New York, is remembered as the most notorious of all Union-run POW camps. It 
existed only from the summer of 1864 to July 1865, but in that time, and for long after, it became 
darkly emblematic of man’s inhumanity to man. Confederate prisoners called it “Hellmira.” Hastily 
constructed, poorly planned, and overcrowded, prisoner of war camps North and South were dumping 
grounds for the refuse of war. An unfortunate necessity, both sides regarded the camps as temporary 
inconveniences—and distractions from the important task of winning the war. There was no need, they 
believed, to construct expensive shelters or provide better rations. They needed only to sustain life 
long enough for the war to be won. Victory would deliver prisoners from their conditions. As a result, 
conditions in the prisoner of war camps amounted to a great humanitarian crisis, the extent of which 
could hardly be understood even after the blood stopped flowing on the battlefields. In the years after 
the war, as Reconstruction became increasingly bitter, the North pointed to Camp Sumter—better 
known as the Andersonville POW camp in Americus, Georgia—as evidence of the cruelty and barbarity 
of the Confederacy. The South, in turn, cited the camp in Elmira as a place where Union authorities 
withheld adequate food and shelter and purposefully caused thousands to suffer in the bitter cold. This 
finger-pointing by both sides would go on for over a century. And as it did, the legend of Hellmira grew. 
In this book, Derek Maxfield contextualizes the rise of prison camps during the Civil War, explores 
the failed exchange of prisoners, and tells the tale of the creation and evolution of the prison camp 
in Elmira. In the end, Maxfield suggests that it is time to move on from the blame game and see 
prisoner of war camps—North and South—as a great humanitarian failure. Praise for Hellmira “A unique 
and informative contribution to the growing library of Civil War histories...Important and unreservedly 



recommended.” —Midwest Book Review “A good book, and the author should be congratulated.” —Civil 
War News

Andersonvilles of the North

This study argues that the image of Union prison officials as negligent and cruel to Confederate 
prisoners is severely flawed. It explains how Confederate prisoners' suffering and death were due to a 
number of factors, but it would seem that Yankee apathy and malice were rarely among them.

War of Vengeance

The violent retaliation between sides in the American Civil War was perhaps most apparent in the taking 
of prisoners. Often, these retaliatory measures were enacted against the innocent-prisoners who were 
unfortunate enough to be in wrong place at the wrong time. Each chapter of this book undertakes to 
describe a specific event of retaliatory action. Lonnie Speer takes no sides as he points an accusing 
finger at both the Union and the Confederacy for their equal parts in treating the prisoners poorly. He 
explores this little-known wartime violence, focusing on the most notorious and well-documented cases 
of the practice.

Point Lookout Prison Camp and Hospital: The North's Largest Civil War Prison

Point Lookout Prison and Hospital tells the story of the North's largest Civil War prison camp. Author 
Richard H. Triebe has gathered over fifty Confederate prisoner accounts and has woven their stories 
into the narrative of his book. The stories breath life into the words and give the reader a glimpse of 
what it was like to be inside Point Lookout prisoner of war camp. Triebe"s book also contains the most 
detailed roster to date of the Confederate soldiers who died there including hundreds of fellow prisoners 
whose names do not appear on the Confederate memorial. Those forgotten men can now take their 
rightful place alongside their comrades who gave their lives for their country.

Useful Captives

Useful Captives: The Role of POWs in American Military Conflicts is a wide-ranging investigation of 
the integral role prisoners of war (POWs) have played in the economic, cultural, political, and military 
aspects of American warfare. In Useful Captives volume editors Daniel Krebs and Lorien Foote and 
their contributors explore the wide range of roles that captives play in times of conflict: hostages 
used to negotiate vital points of contention between combatants, consumers, laborers, propaganda 
tools, objects of indoctrination, proof of military success, symbols, political instruments, exemplars of 
manhood ideals, loyal and disloyal soldiers, and agents of change in society. The book’s eleven chapters 
cover conflicts involving Americans, ranging from colonial warfare on the Creek-Georgia border in 
the late eighteenth century, the American Revolution, the Civil War, the Great War, World War II, to 
twenty-first century U.S. drone warfare. This long historical horizon enables the reader to go beyond 
the prison camp experience of POWs to better understand the many ways they influence the nature and 
course of military conflict. Useful Captives shows the vital role that prisoners of war play in American 
warfare and reveals the cultural contexts of warfare, the shaping and altering of military policies, the 
process of state-building, the impacts upon the economy and environment of the conflict zone, their 
special place in propaganda and political symbolism, and the importance of public history in shaping 
national memory.

Civil War Prisons

"The articles in this book carefully consider the passionate and partisan documents of the era in 
order to arrive at a clear, dispassionate understanding of the prisons North and South, how they were 
administered, and what life for the captured soldiers was like" - from back cover.

Changing Sides

"Garrow's book investigates the experience of imprisoned Union soldiers during the final years of the 
American Civil War, including their captivity and their repatriation into Confederate ranks. Patrick Gar-
row's research stems from the archaeological excavation of Florence Prison in 2006 and subsequent 
archival research in the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion and other primary records. Garrow's 
deeply researched portrait will fill a significant gap in our understanding of Union POWs, since Dee 



Brown's lengthy work, Galvanized Yankees, dating back to the 1960s, largely focused on Confederate 
POWs that fought for the Union"--

The Union Prison at Fort Delaware

Located on Pea Patch Island at the entrance to the Delaware River, Fort Delaware was built to protect 
Wilmington and Philadelphia in case of an attack by sea. When the Civil War broke out, Fort Delaware's 
purpose changed dramatically--it became a prisoner of war camp. By the fall of 1863, about 12,000 
soldiers, officers, and political prisoners were being held in an area designed to hold only 4,000--and 
known as the Andersonville of the North, a place where terrible sickness and deprivation were a 
way of life despite the commanding general's efforts to keep the prison clean and the prisoners fed. 
Many books have been written about the Confederacy's Andersonville and its terrible conditions, but 
comparatively little has been written about its counterparts in the North. The conditions at Fort Delaware 
are fully explored, contemplating what life was like for prisoners and guards alike.

Camp Chase and the Evolution of Union Prison Policy

Discusses an important yet often misunderstood topic in American History Camp Chase was a major 
Union POW camp and also served at various times as a Union military training facility and as quarters 
for Union soldiers who had been taken prisoner by the Confederacy and released on parole or 
exchanged. As such, this careful, thorough, and objective examination of the history and administration 
of the camp will be of true significance in the literature on the Civil War.

Hellmira

Long called by some the "Andersonville of the North," the prisoner of war camp in Elmira, New York, 
is remembered as the most notorious of all Union-run POW camps. It existed for only a year--from the 
summer of 1864 to July 1865--but in that time, and for long after, it became darkly emblematic of man's 
inhumanity to man.Confederate prisoners called it "Hellmira."Hastily constructed, poorly planned, and 
overcrowded, prisoner of war camps North and South were dumping grounds for the refuse of war. An 
unfortunate necessity, both sides regarded the camps as temporary inconveniences--and distractions 
from the important task of winning the war. There was no need, they believed, to construct expensive 
shelters or provide better rations. They needed only to sustain life long enough for the war to be won. 
Victory would deliver prisoners from their conditions.As a result, conditions in the prisoner of war camps 
amounted to a great humanitarian crisis, the extent of which could hardly be understood even after 
the blood stopped flowing on the battlefields.In the years after the war, as Reconstruction became 
increasingly bitter, the North pointed to Camp Sumter--better known as the Andersonville POW camp 
in Americus, Georgia--as evidence of the cruelty and barbarity of the Confederacy. The South, in turn, 
cited the camp in Elmira as a place where Union authorities withheld adequate food and shelter and 
purposefully caused thousands to suffer in the bitter cold. This finger-pointing by both sides would go 
on for over a century.And as it did, the legend of Hellmira grew.In Hellmira: The Union's Most Infamous 
POW Camp of the Civil War, Derek Maxfield contextualizes the rise of prison camps during the Civil 
War, explores the failed exchange of prisoners, and tells the tale of the creation and evolution of the 
prison camp in Elmira. In the end, Maxfield suggests that it is time to move on from the blame game 
and see prisoner of war camps--North and South--as a great humanitarian failure.

Camp Oglethorpe

The history of Camp Oglethorpe is largely overshadowed by that of nearby Camp Sumter in An-
dersonville, Georgia. It exists primarily as a footnote in the telling of Civil War prison narratives. A 
comprehensive reckoning reveals a saga that brings to light Camp Oglethorpe's decades-long role as 
a military training ground for Georgia's volunteer regiments and as a venue for national agricultural 
fairs which drew thousands of visitors to Macon. Its proud heritage, however, attracted the attention of 
leaders of the Confederate government. To the chagrin of Macon's citizens, the acreage at the foot of 
Seventh Street was surreptitiously repurposed for brief periods in 1862 and 1864. Although conditions 
at Camp Oglethorpe never approached the appalling state experienced by POWs at Andersonville, its 
proximity to and association with Camp Sumter cast a specter-haunted pall over the site. As Central 
Georgia recovered from the tangible vestiges of war. bitter memories minimized interest in restoring 
the property to any of its previous incarnations. The deafening sounds of the rail commerce that would 
eventually be situated there were inadequate to drown out the distressful noise of raw silence. The 
story of Camp Oglethorpe is predominantly remembered by its association with the atrocities of war 



as reflected in prisoner-of-war narratives. Indeed, the cries of those who demand to be heard haunt its 
memory. Smith and Hoy tell this story not only as an admonition to the consciences of humanity, but 
to illuminate history and paint a more complete recollection of the encampment at the foot of Seventh 
Street. Book jacket.

Andersonville Diary, Escape, and List of the Dead

The archaeology of war has revealed evidence of bravery, sacrifice, heroism, cowardice, and atrocities. 
Mostly absent from these narratives of victory and defeat, however, are the experiences of prisoners of 
war, despite what these can teach us about cruelty, ingenuity, and human adaptability. The international 
array of case studies in Prisoners of War restores this hidden past through case studies of PoW 
camps of the Napoleonic era, the American Civil War, and both World Wars. These bring to light wide 
variations in historical and cultural details, excavation and investigative methods used, items found 
and their interpretation, and their contributions to archaeology, history and heritage. Illustrated with 
diagrams, period photographs, and historical quotations, these chapters vividly reveal challenges and 
opportunities for researchers and heritage managers, and revisit powerful ethical questions that persist 
to this day. Notorious and lesser-known aspects of PoW experiences that are addressed include: 
Designing and operating an 18th-century British PoW camp. Life and death at Confederate and Union 
American Civil War PoW camps. The role of possessions in coping strategies during World War I. The 
archaeology of the ‘Great Escape’ Experiencing and negotiating space at civilian internment camps 
in Germany and Allied PoW camps in Normandy in World War II. The role of archaeology in the 
memorial process, in America, Norway, Germany and France Graffiti, decorative ponds, illicit saké 
drinking, and family life at Japanese American camps As one of the first book-length examinations of 
this fascinating multidisciplinary topic, Prisoners of War merits serious attention from historians, social 
justice researchers and activists, archaeologists, and anthropologists.

Prisoners of War

Chronicles life in the prisons of both sides during the Civil War, included are several pictures of 
Charleston.

Civil War Prisons & Escapes

During the four years of the American Civil War, over 400,000 soldiers -- one in every seven who 
served in the Union and Confederate armies -- became prisoners of war. In northern and southern 
prisons alike, inmates suffered horrific treatment. Even healthy young soldiers often sickened and died 
within weeks of entering the stockades. In all, nearly 56,000 prisoners succumbed to overcrowding, 
exposure, poor sanitation, inadequate medical care, and starvation. Historians have generally blamed 
prison conditions and mortality rates on factors beyond the control of Union and Confederate command, 
but Charles W. Sanders, Jr., boldly challenges the conventional view and demonstrates that leaders on 
both sides deliberately and systematically ordered the mistreatment of captives.Sanders shows how 
policies developed during the American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Mexican War shaped the 
management of Civil War prisons. He examines the establishment of the major camps as well as the 
political motivations and rationale behind the operation of the prisons, focusing especially on Camp 
Douglas, Elmira, Camp Chase, and Rock Island in the North and Andersonville, Cahaba, Florence, 
and Danville in the South. Beyond a doubt, he proves that the administrations of Abraham Lincoln and 
Jefferson Davis purposely formulated and carried out retaliatory practices designed to harm prisoners 
of war, with each assuming harsher attitudes as the conflict wore on.Sanders cites official and personal 
correspondence from high-level civilian and military leaders who knew about the intolerable conditions 
but often refused to respond or even issued orders that made matters far worse. From such documents 
emerges a chilling chronicle of how prisoners came to be regarded not as men but as pawns to be 
used and then callously discarded in pursuit of national objectives. Yet even before the guns fell silent, 
Sanders reveals, both North and South were hard at work constructing elaborate justifications for their 
actions.While in the Hands of the Enemy offers a groundbreaking revisionist interpretation of the Civil 
War military prison system, challenging historians to rethink their understanding of nineteenth-century 
warfare.

While in the Hands of the Enemy

In the spring of 1864 all prisoner-of-war exchanges between the North and the South had been halted. 
For captured soldiers, being condemned to the increasingly overcrowded prison camps was tantamount 



to a death sentence. A Soldier’s Book opens as Ira Cahill Stevens, a young Union soldier, is on his way 
to the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Day by day, Ira shares the horrific details of a world that is 
growing ever more barbaric and absurd, with its “dead lines,” starvation, cruelty, filth, and false rumors 
of exchange. Yet even in the face of terror and despair, Ira remains hopeful, and with the help of an 
impromptu family of fellow soldiers, he struggles to survive, only to witness each friend picked off by 
death or insanity. A powerful and historically accurate novel, A Soldier’s Book leaves the reader not 
only with a richer sense of the Civil War but of the resiliency of the human spirit.

James Riley Weaver's Civil War

Johnson's Island, in Sandusky, Ohio, was not the largest Civil War prison in the North, but it was the only 
one to house Confederate officers almost exclusively. As a result, a distinctive prison culture developed, 
in part because of the educational background and access to money enjoyed by these prisoners. David 
Bush has spent more than two decades leading archaeological investigations at the prison site. In I Fear 
I Shall Never Leave This Island he pairs the expertise gained there with a deep reading of extant letters 
between one officer and his wife in Alexandria, Virginia, providing unique insights into the trials and 
tribulations of captivity as actually experienced by the men imprisoned at Johnson's Island. Together, 
these letters and the material culture unearthed at the site capture in compelling detail the physical 
challenges and emotional toll of prison life for POWs and their families. They also offer fascinating 
insights into the daily lives of the prisoners by revealing the very active manufacture of POW craft 
jewelry, especially rings. No other collection of Civil War letters offers such a rich context; no other 
archaeological investigation of Civil War prisons provides such a human story.

A Soldier's Book

Thousands of Confederate soldiers died in Chicago during the Civil War, not from battle wounds, 
but from disease, starvation, and torture as POWs in a military prison three miles from the Chicago 
Loop. Initially treated as a curiosity, attitudes changed when newspapers reported the deaths of 
Union soldiers on southern battlefields. As the prison population swelled, deadly diseases--smallpox, 
dysentery, and pneumonia--quickly spread through Camp Douglas. Starving prisoners caught stealing 
from garbage dumps were tortured or shot. Fearing a prisoner revolt, a military official declared martial 
law in Chicago, and civilians, including a Chicago mayor and his family, were arrested, tried, and 
sentenced by a military court. At the end of the Civil War, Camp Douglas closed, its buildings were 
demolished, and records were lost or destroyed. The exact number of dead is unknown; however, 
6,000 Confederate soldiers incarcerated at Camp Douglas are buried among mayors and gangsters in 
a South Side cemetery. Camp Douglas: Chicago's Civil War Prison explores a long-forgotten chapter 
of American history, clouded in mystery and largely forgotten.

I Fear I Shall Never Leave This Island

One of the many controversial issues to emerge from the Civil War was the treatment of prisoners of 
war. At two stockades, the Confederate prison at Anderson, and the Union prison at Elmira, suffering 
was accute and mortality was high. This work explores the economic and social impact of Elmira.

Camp Douglas

During the Civil War, approximately 56,000 Union and Confederate soldiers died in enemy military 
prison camps. Even in the midst of the war's shocking violence, the intensity of the prisoners' suffering 
and the brutal manner of their deaths provoked outrage, and both the Lincoln and Davis administrations 
manipulated the prison controversy to serve the exigencies of war. As both sides distributed propagan-
da designed to convince citizens of each section of the relative virtue of their own prison system -- in 
contrast to the cruel inhumanity of the opponent -- they etched hardened and divisive memories of the 
prison controversy into the American psyche, memories that would prove difficult to uproot. In Haunted 
by Atrocity, Benjamin G. Cloyd deftly analyzes how Americans have remembered the military prisons 
of the Civil War from the war itself to the present, making a strong case for the continued importance 
of the great conflict in contemporary America. Throughout Reconstruction and well into the twentieth 
century, Cloyd shows, competing sectional memories of the prisons prolonged the process of national 
reconciliation. Events such as the trial and execution of CSA Captain Henry Wirz -- commander of the 
notorious Andersonville prison -- along with political campaigns, the publication of prison memoirs, and 
even the construction of monuments to the prison dead all revived the painful accusations of deliberate 
cruelty. As northerners, white southerners, and African Americans contested the meaning of the war, 



these divisive memories tore at the scars of the conflict and ensured that the subject of Civil War prisons 
remained controversial. By the 1920s, the death of the Civil War generation removed much of the 
emotional connection to the war, and the devastation of the first two world wars provided new contexts 
in which to reassess the meaning of atrocity. As a result, Cloyd explains, a more objective opinion 
of Civil War prisons emerged -- one that condemned both the Union and the Confederacy for their 
callous handling of captives while it deemed the mistreatment of prisoners an inevitable consequence 
of modern war. But, Cloyd argues, these seductive arguments also deflected a closer examination of 
the precise responsibility for the tragedy of Civil War prisons and allowed Americans to believe in a 
comforting but ahistorical memory of the controversy. Both the recasting of the town of Andersonville 
as a Civil War village in the 1970s and the 1998 opening of the National Prisoner of War Museum at 
Andersonville National Historic Site reveal the continued American preference for myth over history -- 
a preference, Cloyd asserts, that inhibits a candid assessment of the evils committed during the Civil 
War. The first study of Civil War memory to focus exclusively on the military prison camps, Haunted by 
Atrocity offers a cautionary tale of how Americans, for generations, have unconsciously constructed 
their recollections of painful events in ways that protect cherished ideals of myth, meaning, identity, 
and, ultimately, a deeply rooted faith in American exceptionalism.

The Business of Captivity

"Focuses on the struggles of Civil War veteran Thomas L. Wragg, Confederate officer, prisoner of war, 
and successful doctor. Documents General Joseph E. Johnston's army at Harpers Ferry and the Battle 
of Bull Run, Wragg's training on the CSS Georgia, his imprisonment, his courtship, and the effects of 
posttraumatic stress"--Provided by publisher.

Haunted by Atrocity

The biography, journal and letters of a frontier lawyer who enlisted in the Union Army during the Civil 
War, was captured, and died in Andersonville Prison, Georgia

A Confederate Chronicle

"During the winter of 1864, more than 3,000 Federal prisoners of war escaped from Confederate 
prison camps into upstate South Carolina and North Carolina, often with the aid of the local enslaved 
population, creating, in the words of contemporary observers, a "Yankee plague." In this fascinating 
look at Union soliders' flight for freedom in the last months of the Civil War, Lorien Foote reveals new 
connections between the collapse of the Confederate prison system, the large-scale escape of Union 
soldiers, and the full unraveling of the Confederate States of America"--

The Immortal Six Hundred

During the Civil War, each side accused the other of mistreating prisoners of war. Today, most 
historians believe that there was systemic and deliberate abuse of POWs by both sides yet many 
base their conclusions on anecdotal evidence, much of it from postwar writings. Drawing on both 
contemporaneous prisoner diaries and Union Army documents (some newly discovered), the author 
presents a fresh and detailed study of supposed mistreatment of prisoners at Fort Delaware--one of 
the largest Union prison camps--and draws surprising conclusions, some of which have implications 
for the entire Union prison system.

Civil War P.O.W.

While many books have been inspired by the horrors of Andersonville prison, none have chronicled with 
any depth or detail the amazing tunnel escape from Libby Prison in Richmond. Now Joseph Wheelan 
examines what became the most important escape of...

The Yankee Plague

Moving narrative of the harrowing ordeal of Civil War prisoners Based on newly discovered primary 
sources During the Civil War, more than 30,000 Southern prisoners passed through the gates of Fort 
Delaware over the course of three years. As with all Civil War prison camps, Fort Delaware gained a 
reputation for wretched living conditions and is still called the "Andersonville of the North" by some 
historians. Undoubtedly, there were suffering and death at the prison, but a thorough examination 



reveals a markedly different picture: that of a group of men and women determined not only to survive, 
but to thrive as well, despite harsh circumstances.

Confederate Prisoners at Fort Delaware

During the winter of 1864, more than 3,000 Federal prisoners of war escaped from Confederate prison 
camps into South Carolina and North Carolina, often with the aid of local slaves. Their flight created, 
in the words of contemporary observers, a "Yankee plague," heralding a grim end to the Confederate 
cause. In this fascinating look at Union soldiers' flight for freedom in the last months of the Civil War, 
Lorien Foote reveals new connections between the collapse of the Confederate prison system, the 
large-scale escape of Union soldiers, and the full unraveling of the Confederate States of America. 
By this point in the war, the Confederacy was reeling from prison overpopulation, a crumbling military, 
violence from internal enemies, and slavery's breakdown. The fugitive Federals moving across the 
countryside in mass numbers, Foote argues, accelerated the collapse as slaves and deserters decided 
the presence of these men presented an opportune moment for escalated resistance. Blending rich 
analysis with an engaging narrative, Foote uses these ragged Union escapees as a lens with which to 
assess the dying Confederate States, providing a new window into the South's ultimate defeat.

Libby Prison Breakout

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.

Unlikely Allies

Presents the Civil War memoirs of Booth, a 27-year-old prisoner in the Confederacy's Salisbury, North 
Carolina, prison, embellished with commentary by a contemporary Civil War writer. Includes bandw 
photos and illustrations. For Civil War buffs. No index. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., 
Portland, OR

The Yankee Plague

If you were a Confederate prisoner during the Civil War, you might have ended up in this infamous 
military prison in Chicago. More Confederate soldiers died in Chicago's Camp Douglas than on any Civil 
War battlefield. Originally constructed in 1861 to train forty thousand Union soldiers from the northern 
third of Illinois, it was converted to a prison camp in 1862. Nearly thirty thousand Confederate prisoners 
were housed there until it was shut down in 1865. Today, the history of the camp ranges from unknown 
to deeply misunderstood. David Keller offers a modern perspective of Camp Douglas and a key piece 
of scholarship in reckoning with the legacy of other military prisons.

IMMORTAL SIX HUNDRED

Camp Douglas was built in 1861 as a Union recruiting and training depot, but by December 1864, it 
held over 12,000 prisoners of war, many of whom died of "starvation, neglect, cruelty ... pneumonia, 
dysentery, and small pox."--Jacket.

Observations in the North

Chronicles the experiences of the Union prisoners of war who died at Andersonville Prison from 
February 1864 to May 1865.

Dark Days of the Rebellion

Prisoners of the Civil War
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