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Explore the profound interplay of cultural capital and black education, examining how societal assets 
and backgrounds influence academic trajectories and empowerment within African American com-
munities. This resource delves into strategies for fostering educational equity and celebrating diverse 
cultural contributions.
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Cultural Capital and Black Education

A discussion of the contributions made by African Americans to public and private black schools in the 
USA in the 19th and 20th centuries. It suggests that cultural capital from African American communities 
may be important for closing the gap in the funding of black schools in the 21st century.

Cultural Capital and Black Education

A discussion of the contributions made by African Americans to public and private black schools in the 
USA in the 19th and 20th centuries. It suggests that cultural capital from African American communities 
may be important for closing the gap in the funding of black schools in the 21st century.

Black Cultural Capital

In antebellum America, Black children, even those of tax-paying Blacks in most states could not 
attend White public schools or in some states any schools. Nevertheless, with the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, Blacks assumed they would receive all inalienable rights granted 
to them as American freedmen. For most, the right to a proper public education for their children 
was paramount. Nevertheless, White educators often neglected or poorly implemented Black schools, 
especially secondary schools. With their reluctance to provide schools for Blacks, African American 
communities organized and petitioned school districts to develop Black schools on par with those for 
Whites. In the book, Black Cultural Capital: Activism that Spurred African American High Schools, 
authors describe the role of the Black community in the development of high schools. Their narratives 
reveal White educators’ unwillingness to implement state laws requiring the education of all children. 
Their lack of engagement galvanized Blacks to petition boards to adhere to the law. Additionally, they 
forced school districts to hire Black teachers and provide facilities for Black children equal to those 
of White children. The fruits of their labor enabled Black children to attend suitable facilities, as well 
as learn from Black teachers who attended outstanding White and Black colleges and universities. 
Furthermore, stories of the high schools illustrate how communities sprouted up around them during 
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their heydays as well as, for some, their demise as laws and court decisions eradicated Jim Crow 
and enabled all Americans to live and learn where they desired. ENDORSEMENTS: "Throughout 
America, the freedom dreams of Black people and the intellectual currents that guided them were 
first unleashed within one-room schoolhouses, dilapidated shacks, and church basements that were 
converted into laboratories of discovery and dissent. In short – Black spaces matter and have always 
mattered in the struggle for Black liberation. The authors of Black Cultural Capital have delivered one 
of the most comprehensive collection of essays to date that highlight the monumental legacy and 
rich history of America’s first Black high schools. Utilizing a vast array of sources, the authors have 
created an intimate portrait of the struggle to carve out historic spaces that educated and affirmed 
Black youth while simultaneously countering pernicious systems of white supremacy that sought to 
undermine them at every step. This volume of essays is a must have for any serious scholar or 
student of the Black freedom struggle in America." — Jelani M. Favors, North Carolina A&T State 
University "This is a long-awaited, quintessential contribution to our still-incomplete knowledge and 
understanding of the unique but intertwined histories of Black education and secondary schools in 
the United States. The narratives are incisive, enlightening, and inspiring. A welcome advancement 
to the historical foundations of education." — Tondra L. Loder-Jackson, The University of Alabama at 
Birmingham "At a time when there is a deservingly greater appreciation for historically Black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs), we must also remember that K-12 Black high schools played a pivotal role in 
anchoring communities and creating a sense of place and freedom for Black people. In this edited book, 
Black Cultural Capital: Activism that Spurred African American High Schools, Drs. Vanessa B. Garry, E. 
Paulette Isaac-Savage, and Sha-Lai L. Williams produced a timely and much-needed book about the 
significant role Black high schools have historically--and continue to play--in Black communities and 
the Black freedom struggle. With detailed historical case studies of Black high schools throughout the 
United States, the various authors illuminate how these schools served as pillars in Black communities." 
— Jerome Morris, The University of Missouri - St. Louis

Black Women Undergraduates, Cultural Capital, and College Success

This book documents the academic and social success of Black women undergraduates as they nego-
tiate dominant educational and social discourses about their schooling lives. Starting with the premise 
that Black women undergraduates are not a homogenous group and that they are being successful 
in college in greater numbers than Black men, this book examines the ways they navigate being 
traditionally underprepared academically for college, the discourse of «acting white», and oppressive 
classroom settings and practices. This work expands the theoretical concept of cultural capital by 
identifying the abundant and varied forms of cultural capital that Black women undergraduates provide, 
develop, and utilize as they make their way through college. The discussion of their raced, classed, and 
gendered experiences challenges the academy to make use of this understanding in its work towards 
educational equity. This movement has wide-reaching implications for ethos, policy, and practice in 
higher education.

Cultural Capital: The Promises and Pitffalls in Education Research

Amid the increased use of the notion of cultural capital as a theoretical or analytical tool in educational 
research remain many different definitions, misconceptions, and appropriations of the concept. Cultural 
capital--the cultural relevent knowledge, competencies, skills, or abilities valued in a particular con-
text--acts as a form of social currency in educational settings. This monograph extensively reviews the 
past thirty years of research, investigating the strengths and weaknesses regarding the widely varying 
uses of cultural capital in educational research. Althougth the concept of cultural capital holds great 
promise for explaining the perpetuation of power and privilege, unfillled hopes remain. The use of the 
economic methopher implied by cultural capital, the lack of attention to race annd gender inequalities, 
the possibility for misunderstanding in transferring the concept between countries and a general 
implied deficiency model present limitations in many studies of cultural capital. An understanding of 
cultural capital, if appropiately theorized about and applied to research, has the promise of helping 
to understand and transofrm educational inequalities. This is Volume 36 Issue 1 of the Jossey-Bass 
publication ASHE Higher Education Report. Each monograph in the series is the definitive analysis of 
a tough higher education problem, based on thorough research of pertinent literature and institutional 
experiences. Topics are identified by a national survey. Noted practitioners and scholars are then 
commissioned to write the reports, with experts providing critical reviews of each manuscript before 
publication.



Contemporary Perspectives on Social Capital in Educational Contexts

The currency of social capital serves as an important function given the capacity to generate external 
access (getting to) and internal accountability (getting through) for individuals and institutions alike. 
Pierre Bourdieu (1986) defines social capital as “the aggregate of the actual or potential resources 
which are linked to possession of a durable network of more or less institutionalized relationships of 
mutual acquaintance and recognition or in other words, to membership in a group” (p. 251). Social 
capital contains embedded resources as a tool for manifesting opportunities and options among 
individuals and groups. Inevitably, the aforementioned opportunities and options become reflective 
of the depth and breadth of access and accountability experienced by the individual and institution. 
As educational stakeholders, we must consistently challenge ourselves with the question, “How do 
K-12 schools and colleges and universities accomplish shared, egalitarian goals of achieving access 
and accountability?” Such goals become fundamental toward ensuring students matriculating through 
K-12 and higher education, irrespective of background, are provided the caliber of education and 
schooling experience to prepare them for economic mobility and social stability. To that end, the volume, 
Contemporary Perspectives on Social Capital in Educational Contexts (2019), as part of the book 
series, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational Contexts, offers a unique opportunity to 
explore social capital as a currency conduit for creating external access and internal accountability for 
K-12 and higher education. The commonalities of social capital emerging within the 12 chapters of the 
volume include the following: 1) Social Capital as Human Connectedness; 2) Social Capital as Strategic 
Advocacy; 3) Social Capital as Intentional Engagement; and 4) Social Capital as Culturally-Responsive 
Leadership. Thus, it becomes important for institutions of education (i.e. secondary, postsecondary, 
continuing) and individuals to assume efforts with intentionality and deliberateness to promote access 
and accountability.

Bourdieu and Education

Specially selected by Diane Reay, this is a collection of innovative and thought-provoking recently 
published papers that 'use' Bourdieu to put theory into practice in order to understand and analyse 
educational problems. Bourdieu's work is renowned for its focus on inequalities and its centering of 
social justice. The contributions utilise a wide range of diverse concepts in Bourdieu's theoretical 
'tool-kit', and address educational inequalities across different aspects of the educational system – 
from higher education and parental choice of schooling, to teachers' professional development and the 
PE classroom. Illuminating key aspects of Bourdieu's scholarship, they reveal how good Bourdieu is 
'for thinking with’; illustrate the merits of reflexivity, the move beyond binary ways of reading the social 
world; and demonstrate the significance of power in any analysis of education. The chapters in this 
book were all originally published as articles in Taylor and Francis journals.

Black Youth Matters

How do young black students respond, resist, and work to transform their school experience? How 
do young people adapt, survive, and then succeed in spite of their negative school experience? For 
an increasing number of marginalized black youth, the paths to social success can actually lie outside 
school walls. Black Youth Matters presents a compelling, empirical picture of black youth who creatively 
respond to permanent school exclusion. Structural approaches to social stratification often set the 
terms of discussion around isolated narratives of individual "success stories." In this book, the authors 
intervene with a new point of view by focusing instead on collectives of broader black communities. 
They both engage with and move beyond structural models of stratification and education, thereby 
affirming the enduring importance of individual and collective aspiration—an impulse that has not been 
exhausted for black youth even in the face of systematic, longstanding, and overwhelming inequality. 
Based on long-term ethnographic research with young people permanently excluded from school, 
Black Youth Matters examines the resourcefulness of young black people in overcoming the process 
of school failure to forge more positive futures for themselves. This book should be of interest to 
sociologists, educators, anthropologists, policy-makers, as well as community activists.

Teacher Training and the Education of Black Children

This book is designed to challenge dominant educational discourses on the underachievement of 
Black children and to engender new understandings in initial teacher education (ITE) about Black 
children's education and achievement. Based in empirical case study work and theoretical insights 
drawn from Bourdieu, hooks, Freire, and Giroux, Maylor calls for Black children’s underachievement 



to be (re)theorised and (re)conceptualised within teacher education, and for students and teachers to 
become more "race"- and "difference"-minded in their practice.

The Colour of Class

How do race and class intersect to shape the identities and experiences of Black middle-class 
parents and their children? What are Black middle-class parents’ strategies for supporting their children 
through school? What role do the educational histories of Black middle-class parents play in their 
decision-making about their children’s education? There is now an extensive body of research on the 
educational strategies of the white middle classes but a silence exists around the emergence of the 
Black middle classes and their experiences, priorities, and actions in relation to education. This book 
focuses on middle-class families of Black Caribbean heritage. Drawing on rich qualitative data from 
nearly 80 in-depth interviews with Black Caribbean middle-class parents, the internationally renowned 
contributors reveal how these parents attempt to navigate their children successfully through the school 
system, and defend them against low expectations and other manifestations of discrimination. Chapters 
identify when, how and to what extent parents deploy the financial, cultural and social resources 
available to them as professional, middle class individuals in support of their children’s academic 
success and emotional well-being. The book sheds light on the complex, and relatively neglected 
relations, between race, social class and education, and in addition, poses wider questions about the 
experiences of social mobility, and the intersection of race and class in forming the identity of the 
parents and their children. The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes 
will appeal to undergraduates and postgraduates on education, sociology and social policy courses, 
as well as academics with an interest in Critical Race Theory and Bourdieu. The Colour of Class was 
awarded 2nd prize by the Society for Educational Studies: Book Prize 2016.

Keepin' It Real

Looks at the academic achievements of low-income African American and Hispanic students.

Black Boys Can Make it

This book dispels the myth that Black boys are synonymous with underachievement. It shows how a 
good many progress into universities, albeit against the odds, and discusses the implications for policy 
and practice on both sides of the Atlantic.There is abundant research on the underachievement of 
Black boys but little attention has been given to their positive achievement until this author's research 
in both countries. "Black Boys Can Make It" follows black male students in the USA and UK who have 
successfully accessed higher education - at elite universities (Oxford and Harvard) and less selective 
institutions. It sets out to establish the extent to which they have been exposed to the factors known to 
correlate with the underachievement of Black male youths, and to identify the factors that have led to 
their educational success and influenced their access to and choice of universities. And it examines the 
barriers they found in their path and how they overcame them.Part One sets the educational scene in 
each country. Part Two looks at the obstacles they encountered, with chapters examining social class; 
parents' involvement in their sons' education; racism and racial identity; and the boys' own misbehaviour 
and negative attitudes. Part Three unravels the factors leading to success, devoting chapters to how 
parents steer their sons; the contributions of schools, teachers and community projects; the effect of 
religion; and the students' personal qualities and navigational tactics. Part Four reviews the processes 
of choosing and entering university and the final section looks at the implications for educational policy 
and practice.Here is a book that can be used as an essential guide to policy development but also 
as a practical tool for parents, teachers and Black boys themselves seeking to gain access to higher 
education.

Reauthoring Savage Inequalities

Reauthoring Savage Inequalities brings together scholars, educators, practitioners, and students to 
counter dominant narratives of urban educational environments. Using a community cultural wealth 
lens, contributors center the strategies, actions, and ways of knowing communities of color use to resist 
systemic oppression. So often, discussions of urban schooling are filled with stories of what Jonathan 
Kozol famously referred to as "savage inequalities" in his 1991 book of the same title—with tales of 
deficiency and despair. The counternarratives in this volume grapple with the inequalities highlighted 
by Kozol. Yet, in foregrounding lived experiences of educating and being educated in schools and 
communities that were systemically isolated and disenfranchised then and continue to be thirty years 



later, Reauthoring Savage Inequalities brings nuance to depictions of teaching and learning in urban 
areas. In nineteen essays, as well as commentaries, a foreword, and an afterword, contributors engage 
readers in critical dialogue about the importance of community cultural wealth. They identify the sources 
of support that enable students, staff, parents, and community members to succeed and thrive despite 
the purposeful divestment in communities of color across this nation's cities.

African American Culture and Heritage in Higher Education Research and Practice

Leading African American scholars examine the often neglected cultural context in research and policy 
development in African American higher education in this collection of essays. Past research has most 
often been conducted by individuals unfamiliar with the historical and cultural considerations of specific 
ethnic groups. Therefore, the outcomes of research and the development of programs have been based 
on deficit models, that is, what is wrong with African Americans, or what they cannot achieve. The book 
examines the questions; what is the relationship between African Americans' culture and experiences, 
and how should their culture be integrated into research and practice? How do African Americans' intra- 
and interrelations differ in higher education? How does understanding African American culture as it 
relates to higher education research enhance policy-making and practice? What role do HBUCs play 
in African Americans' participation in higher education? What are the policy and practice implications 
of past and current research? Scholars and practitioners of education, culture, and race relations will 
find this collection informative and interesting.

Tough Fronts

Tough Fronts takes the difficult issues in urban education head on by putting street-savvy students at 
the forefront of the discussion on how to best make successful changes for inner city schools. Individual 
chapters discuss scholarly depictions of black America, the social complexity of the teacher-student 
relationship, individual success stories of 'at-risk' programs, popular images of urban students, and 
implications for education policy. With close attention to the voices of individual students, this engaging 
book gives vitality and legitimacy to arguments for school changes that have been lacking in previous 
discussions.

Education and Social Change

This brief, interpretive history of American schooling focuses on the evolving relationship between 
education and social change. Like its predecessors, this new edition investigates the impact of social 
forces such as industrialization, urbanization, immigration and cultural conflict on the development 
of schools and other educational institutions. It also examines the various ways that schools have 
contributed to social change, particularly in enhancing the status and accomplishments of certain social 
groups and not others. Detailed accounts of the experiences of women and minority groups in American 
history consider how their lives have been affected by education. Changes in this new edition include 
the following: A more thorough treatment of key concepts such as globalization, human capital, social 
capital, and cultural capital. Enhanced attention to issues of diversity throughout. Greater thematic 
coherence as a result of dividing chapter 6 into two chapters, the first focusing on the postwar period 
and emphasizing the themes of equity and social justice and the second focusing on human capital 
in education, highlighting the standards movement, federal policy changes and neo-liberal reform. A 
revision of several focal point discussions for greater clarity and thematic releance. Update discussions 
of recent changes in educational politics, finance and policy, especially the troubles presently facing 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

White privilege

Why and how do those from black and minority ethnic communities continue to be marginalised? 
Despite claims that we now live in a post-racial society, race continues to disadvantage those from 
black and minority ethnic backgrounds. Kalwant Bhopal explores how neoliberal policy making has 
increased rather than decreased discrimination faced by those from non-white backgrounds. She also 
shows how certain types of whiteness are not privileged; Gypsies and Travellers, for example, remain 
marginalised and disadvantaged in society. Drawing on topical debates and supported by empirical 
data, this important book examines the impact of race on wider issues of inequality and difference in 
society.

Alternative Education and Community Engagement



This book explores the ethical and philosophical issues behind the provision of market-led alternative 
education. The volume examines the models of Free, Studio, Supplementary and Co-operative school 
provisions, asking whether a market-based approach to delivering higher standards of education 
actually works.

Education and Social Change

In this brief, interpretive history of American schooling, John Rury focuses on the evolving relationship 
between education and social change. The book considers the impact of social forces, such as 
industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and cultural conflict on the development of schools and 
other educational institutions. It also examines the various ways that schools have contributed to social 
change, particularly in providing avenues of social mobility and success for certain social groups and 
not for others. Detailed accounts of the experiences of women and minority groups in American history 
explain how their lives have been affected by education. Key features include. *Content Coverage--Pro-
vides a concise, interpretive history of American education that ranges from colonial beginnings to 
the present. Key social science concepts, such as social and cultural capital are used throughout to 
explain historical developments related to social change and education. *Engaging Storyline--A clear, 
interpretive storyline is repeatedly punctuated by in-depth explorations of specific historical issues or 
events that increase the level of student engagement and response. *Teaching Flexibility--Its content, 
modest length, and price make it appropriate for students in any of the following courses: Social and 
Historical Foundations of Education; Introduction to Education, History of Education, Sociology of 
Education, or Educational Policy Studies. *Changes--Readability has been increased through careful 
editing at both the micro (sentence) and macro (organizational) levels. New material on Hispanic 
education has been added and references updated throughout the text.

Schooling and the Silenced others

In education, it is necessary to look at students who are marginalized, and excluded, who is centered or 
privileged, and how, through academic discourse, silences are created, sustained, and legitimized. The 
three papers in this collection explore the politics of silencing and voice in education. "It's More Covert 
Today': The Importance of Race in Shaping Parents' Views of the School" by Annette Lareau focuses 
on the ways in which certain types of parental culture and discourse are privileged in schools, leading 
to the construction of an "ideal type" of parental involvement. Parents who do not fit this construction 
are outside the bounds of what is acceptable for a parent, and their ideas, no matter how salient, are 
rebuffed. Lois Weis, in "White Male Working Class Youth: An Exploration of Relative Privilege and Loss," 
focuses on the ways in which white male working class identity is taking shape under the restructured 
economy of the 1980s and 1990s. In particular, ways in which young men are reaffirming the discourses 
of white male power and privilege in spite of an economy that increasingly denies them this privilege 
are examined. Michelle Fine, in "The 'Public' in Public Schools: The Social Construction/Constriction 
of Moral Communities," examines a third set of issues related to silencing, the ways in which public 
schools, supposed to be universally accessible moral communities, engage in patterns of systematic 
exclusion and yet justify these patterns as being for the common good. (SLD)

Black Education

This volume presents the findings and recommendations of the Commission on Research in Black 
Education and offers new directions for research and practice. It demonstrates a transformative role 
for research and a positive role for culture in learning, in the academy, and in community and cross 
national contexts.

Young British African and Caribbean Men Achieving Educational Success

In contrast to research that focuses on the underperformance of young Black males in the British 
education system, the dominant notion of this volume is educational success. By aiming to understand 
how young, Black—notably African and Caribbean—male education plays out in different educational 
spaces, this book provides new insights around intersections between, and across, different structural 
forces and educational contexts. Examining the political, cultural, and structural factors that shape the 
educational journey of young Black men in the British education system, the book will cover topics such 
as: Race, gender, and class, and the attainment gap Contextualising Black men’s educational narratives 
The role of family and parenting in achieving success The role of community resource in achieving 



success Young British African and Caribbean Men Achieving Educational Success will be of interest to 
researchers, academics, and postgraduate students in the fields of multicultural education and gender 
and sexuality in education, as well as educators concerned with how Black male masculinities play 
out in educational discourses. Cecile Wright is Professor in the School of Sociology and Social Work, 
University of Nottingham, UK. Uvanney Maylor is Professor of Education in the Institute for Research 
in Education, at the University of Bedfordshire, UK. Thomas Pickup is a Principal Policy and Project 
Officer in local government in the UK.

After Bourdieu

critical evaluations of his work, notably papers by Rodney Benson, 4 Rogers Brubaker, Nick Crossley, 
and John Myles. Indeed, it is the 1985 article by Rogers Brubaker that can truly be said to have served 
as one of the best introductions to Bourdieu’s thought for the American social scienti?c public. It is for 
this reason that we include it in the present collection. Intellectual origins & orientations We begin by 
providing an overview of Bourdieu’s life as a scholar and a public intellectual. The numerous obituaries 
and memorial tributes that have appeared following Bourdieu’s untimely death have revealed something 
of his life and career, but few have stressed the intersection of his social origins, career trajectory, 
and public intellectual life with the changing political and social context of France. This is precisely 
what David Swartz’s “In memoriam” attempts to accomplish. In it he emphasizes the coincidence of 
Bourdieu’s young and later adulthood with the period of decolonization, the May 1968 French university 
crisis, the opening up of France to privatization of many domains previously entrusted to the state (l’état 
providence), and, most threatening to post-World War II reforms, the emergence of globalization as the 
hegemonic structure of the 21st century. An orienting theme throughout Bourdieu’s work warns against 
the partial and fractured views of social reality generated by the fundamental subject/object dichotomy 
that has plagued social science from its very beginning.

Encyclopedia of the Social and Cultural Foundations of Education: A-H ; 2, I-Z ; 3, Biographies, visual 
history, index

The 'Encyclopedia' provides an introduction to the social and cultural foundations of education. The 
first two volumes consist of A-Z entries, featuring essays representing the major disciplines including 
philosophy, history, and sociology, and a third volume is made up of documentary, photographic, and 
visual resources.

The Broken Cisterns of African American Education

The failure of American education to achieve racial diversity has resulted from the inability of edu-
cational researchers, policy makers and judicial officials to disentangle the complex definitions that 
have emerged in a post-segregated society. More specifically, the capricious aim of post-segregated 
educational settings leads to the confusing and often conflicting interchangeable usage of terms 
desegregated, integrated and diversity. This ambituity is further confounded by the imprecise definitions 
of equity, equality and opportunity. The proposed book will examine the role of language post-Brown 
v. Board of Education and the effects of that language on educational policy and practice. He also 
examines how the fundamental implications of language within post-Brown court cases, in pre- through 
post-secondary education, demonstrate the unspecified outcomes for desegregation and integration 
while concomitantly demand an educational continuum of equitable distribution. The arguments will 
further interrogate how education policy and practices implicitly contain a scholarly roadmap to forge 
equal opportunity and access, fifty years after Brown.

The Cultural Capital of Asian American Studies

Originating in the 1968 student-led strike at San Francisco State University, Asian American Studies 
was founded as a result of student and community protests that sought to make education more 
accessible and relevant. While members of the Asian American communities initially served on the 
departmental advisory boards, planning and developing areas of the curriculum, university pressures 
eventually dictated their expulsion. At that moment in history, the intellectual work of the field was split 
off from its relation to the community at large, giving rise to the entire problematic of representation 
in the academic sphere. Even as the original objectives of the field have remained elusive, Asian 
American studies has nevertheless managed to establish itself in the university. Mark Chiang argues 
that the fundamental precondition of institutionalization within the university is the production of cultural 
capital, and that in the case of Asian American Studies (as well as other fields of minority studies), 



the accumulation of cultural capital has come primarily from the conversion of political capital. In this 
way, the definition of cultural capital becomes the primary terrain of political struggle in the university, 
and outlines the very conditions of possibility for political work within the academy. Beginning with the 
theoretical debates over identity politics and cultural nationalism, and working through the origins of 
ethnic studies in the Third World Strike, the formation of the Asian American literary field, and the Blu’s 
Hanging controversy, The Cultural Capital of Asian American Studies articulates a new and innovative 
model of cultural and academic politics, illuminating the position of ethnic studies within the American 
university.

The Crisis of Race in Higher Education

The compendium of writings in this edited volume sheds light on the event “Race & Ethnicity: A Day of 
Discovery and Dialogue” at Washington University in St. Louis and the work current students, faculty, 
and staff are doing to improve inclusivity on campus and in St. Louis.

British-born Black African Youth and Educational Social Capital

This book examines the extent to which British-born Black African youth have access to opportunities 
and support during their pre-school, primary school and secondary school years. Through the voice 
of British-born Black African youth, this book explores why and how some racial-ethnic and linguistic 
minority students fail academically while students from other linguistic minorities excel despite coming 
from similar socio-economic backgrounds. Drawing on interpretive-qualitative research analysis, the 
author demonstrates the racial dimension of social capital in education that challenges the traditional 
social capital theory, which recodes structural notions of racial inequality as primarily cultural, social, 
and human capital processes and interactions. In contrast to the focus on achievement gaps, the 
concept of opportunity gaps shows how and why language policies have shaped the educational 
experiences and outcomes of linguistic minority students. This book will be of interest to policy 
makers, practitioners and scholars of Multicultural Education, Black and African Diaspora Studies and 
Educational Sociology.

The Source of the River

"Drawing on a major new source of data - the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen - the authors 
undertake a comprehensive analysis of the diverse pathways by which whites, African Americans, 
Latinos, and Asians enter American higher education. Theirs is the first study to document the different 
characteristics that students bring to campus and to trace out the influence of these differences on later 
academic performance. They show that black and Latino students do not enter college disadvantaged 
by a lack of self-esteem. In fact, overconfidence is more common than low self-confidence among 
some minority students. Despite this, minority students are adversely affected by racist stereotypes of 
intellectual inferiority. Although academic preparation is the strongest predictor of college performance, 
shortfalls in academic preparation are themselves largely a matter of socioeconomic disadvantage and 
racial segregation."--BOOK JACKET.

Contemporary Perspective on Capital in Educational Contexts

The edited volume, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational Contexts, is timely in its 
unique and appropriate analyses of the prevailing internal and external dynamics of capital as indicative 
of the type of currency within institutional structures or the currency among individual stakeholders 
of education. The intersection of capital and currency emerges similarly and differently within the 
American compulsory-based system of K-12 and the choice-based system of higher education. More 
specifically, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational Contexts disentangles the broader 
challenges and opportunities of the institution of education and the individuals who comprise. Emerging 
insights from the analyses provide an informed basis for ascertaining the rules of engagement and 
means of negotiation for the respective constituencies. With that said, this volume essentially responds 
to three important questions: 1) What are the tenets of capital and currency in public schools and higher 
education?; 2 ) How do institutions and individuals navigate those tenets?; and 3) What general and 
specific implications do capital hold for the educational pipeline and beyond? These questions provide 
a useful framework for engaging critical conversations about the dynamics of capital while offering 
perspectives about how to improve the quality of currency in K-12 or colleges and universities. These 
questions further serve as a basis for eliciting more questions toward the consideration capital as both 
a conceptual construct and applicable model. Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational 



Contexts, too, is an expansion of the work of School matters: Why African American students need 
multiple forms of capital, where Bartee & Brown (2006) examines how the acquisition and possession of 
capital equips African American students in a highperforming, high-achieving magnet school in Chicago 
for competitiveness in school-generated and non-school generated activities. Success experienced 
by the students and the school become associated with the academic rigor and reputation while any 
shortcomings reflect an inadequate capacity of the school or the student to appropriately engage the 
other. School matters: Why African American students need multiple forms of capital (2006) further 
introduces an initial exploration of different forms of capital as producer (improve the status quo through 
inputs), consumer (participant based upon outputs), and regulator (maintain the status quo through 
the process) within the educational system. The multifaceted role of capital demonstrates its span of 
influence for institutional and individual capacities.

Bringing Desegregation Home

This study collects the oral histories of residents of a single county in North Carolina who lived through 
the consequences of desegregation, examining the complex social and historical constructions of racial 
difference in education.

Social Class and Educational Inequality

This book examines the impact that parents and schools have on disadvantaged children who perform 
against the odds.

Succeeding Generations

Drawn from an extensive two-decade longitudinal survey of American families, Succeeding Gen-
erations traces a representative group of America's children from their early years through young 
adulthood. It evaluates the many background factors that are most influential in determining how much 
education children will obtain, whether or not they will become teen parents, and how economically 
active they will be when they reach their twenties. Succeeding Generations demonstrates how our 
children's future has been placed at risk by social and economic conditions such as fractured families, 
a troubled economy, rising poverty rates, and neighborhood erosion. The authors also pinpoint some 
significant causes of children's later success, emphasizing the importance of parents' education and, 
despite the apparent loss of time spent with children, the generally positive influence of maternal 
employment. Haveman and Wolfe supplement their research with a comprehensive review of the many 
debates among economists, sociologists, developmental psychologists, and other experts on how best 
to improve the lot of America's children. "A state-of-the-art investigation of the determinants of children's 
success in the United States....Clearly written, highly readable, and compelling."—Contemporary 
Sociology "Haveman and Wolfe are professors of economics who bring sophisticated statistical and 
econometric techniques to the analysis of the economic and educational success of children as they 
progress into young adulthood."—Choice "This study is one of the most comprehensive of its kind, 
in part because the researchers collected detailed information about a wide range of children each 
year for more than two decades." —Wisconsin State Journal "The research at the core of this book 
addresses critically important questions in social science...an important contribution to the literature." 
—Robert Plotnick, University of Washington

From Diplomas to Doctorates

This volume is designed to illuminate the educational experiences of Black women, from the time 
they earn their high school diplomas through graduate study, with a particular focus on their doctoral 
studies, by exploring the commonalities and the uniqueness of their individual paths and challenges. 
The chapters of this volume newly identify key factors and experiences that shape Black women’s 
engagement or disengagement with higher education.The original research presented here – using 
an array of theoretical lenses, as well as qualitative and quantitative methods – not only deepens 
our understanding of the experiences of African American women in the academy, but also seeks to 
strengthen the academic pipeline, not only for the benefit of those who may have felt disenfranchised 
in the past, but for all students.The contributors eschew the deficit-focused approach – that implies a 
lack of social and cultural capital based on prior educational experiences – adopted by many studies 
of non-dominant groups in education, and instead focus on the strengths and experiences of their 
subjects. Among their findings is the identification of the social capital that Black women are given 
and actively acquire in their pre-collegiate years that enable them to gain greater returns on their 



educational investments than their male peers. The book further describes the assistance and the 
interference African American women receive from their peers during their transition to college, and 
how peer interactions shape their early college experiences, and influence subsequent persistence 
decisions.Whether studying how Black women in the social and natural sciences navigate through this 
often rocky terrain, or uncovering the extent to which African American women doctoral students access 
postsecondary education through community colleges, and their special needs for more mentoring and 
advising support, this book provides researchers and graduate students with rich information on how 
to successfully engage and succeed in the doctoral process.It also demonstrates to women faculty and 
administrators how they can become better navigators, guides, and advocates for the African American 
women who come after them.

African-Centered Education

This volume brings together leading scholars and practitioners to address the theory and practice 
of African-centered education. The contributors provide (1) perspectives on the history, methods, 
successes and challenges of African-centered education, (2) discussions of the efforts that are being 
made to counter the miseducation of Black children, and (3) prescriptions for—and analyses of—the 
way forward for Black children and Black communities. The authors argue that Black children need 
an education that moves them toward leading and taking agency within their own communities. They 
address several areas that capture the essence of what African-centered education is, how it works, 
and why it is a critical imperative at this moment. Those areas include historical analyses of African-cen-
tered education; parental perspectives; strategies for working with Black children; African-centered 
culture, science and STEM; culturally responsive curriculum and instruction; and culturally responsive 
resources for teachers and school leaders.

Stubborn Roots

"There are simply not enough texts that look comparatively at the two foremost experiments with 
questions of race, culture, and and class in the English-speaking world, the United States and South 
Africa. Prudence Carter's work is simultaneously scholarly and compassionate. It helps us see, in 
these two benighted but globally important societies, how easily things break, but also how well, when 
structures are in place and when human agency takes flight, individuals and the groups to which they 
belong flourish and grow."---Crain Soudien, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Cape Town --

Encyclopedia of Diversity in Education

The diversity education literature, both nationally and internationally, is broad and diffuse. Con-
sequently, there needs to be a systematic and logical way to organize and present the state of 
research for students and professionals. American citizens need to understand the dynamics of their 
increasingly diverse communities and institutions and the global world in which we live, work, and 
lead. With continually evolving information on diversity policies, practices, and programs, it is important 
to have one place where students, scholars, teachers, and policymakers can examine and explore 
research, policy, and practice issues and find answers to important questions about how diversity in 
U.S. education—enriched with theories, research and practices in other nations—are explained and 
communicated, and how they affect institutional change at both the K-12 and postsecondary levels. 
With about 700 signed entries with cross-references and recommended readings, the Encyclopedia 
of Diversity in Education (4 volumes, in both print and electronic formats) will present research and 
statistics, case studies, and best practices, policies, and programs at pre- and postsecondary levels. 
Diversity is a worldwide phenomenon, and while most of the entries in the Encyclopedia will focus 
on the United States, diversity issues and developments in nations around the world, including the 
United States, are intricately connected. Consequently, to illuminate the many aspects of diversity, this 
volume will contain entries from different nations in the world in order to illuminate the myriad aspects 
of diversity. From A-to-Z, this Encyclopedia will cover the full spectrum of diversity issues, including 
race, class, gender, religion, language, exceptionality, and the global dimensions of diversity as they 
relate to education. This four-volume reference work will be the definitive reference for diversity issues 
in education in the United States and the world.

Empowerment through Multicultural Education

This book reframes questions about student diversity by probing the extent to which society serves the 
interests of all, and by examining the empowerment of members of oppressed groups to direct social 



change. It examines the empowerment of children who are members of oppressed racial groups, lower 
class, and female, based on the ideas of multicultural education. A series of ethnographic studies 
illustrates how such young people view their world, their power to affect it in their own interests, and 
their response to what is usually a growing sense of powerlessness as they mature. The authors 
also conceptualize contributions of multicultural education to empowering young people, and report 
investigations of multicultural education projects educators have used for student empowerment. Issues 
in teacher education are also discussed.

about Centering Possibility in Black Education

Improving education outcomes for Black students begins with resisting racist characterizations of black-
ness. Chezare A. Warren, a nationally recognized scholar of race and education equity, emphasizes 
the imperative that possibility drive efforts aimed at transforming education for Black learners. Inspired 
by the “freedom dreaming” of activists in the Black radical tradition, the book is comprised of nine 
principles that clarify how centering possibility actively refuses limitations for what Black people can 
create, accomplish, and achieve. This interdisciplinary volume also features over 30 original images, 
poems, and lyrics by Black artists from around the United States, each helping to breathe new life 
into the concept of possibility and its relevance to remaking Black children’s experience of school. 
Warren draws on research in history, cultural studies, and sociology to cast a vision of Black education 
futures unencumbered by antiblackness and white supremacy. This justice-oriented text will inspire 
innovative solutions to eliminating harm and generating education alternatives Black students desire 
and deserve. Book Features: Describes practical, antideficit approaches to educating Black children, 
youth, and young adults.Focuses on productively reorienting visions, philosophies, and rationales 
guiding contemporary Black education transformation work.Includes relatable stories and anecdotes 
written in a conversational style.Filled with provocative pieces of original art by Black artists, such as 
paintings, drawings, photographs, mixed media, spoken word, poems, and song lyrics.

School Matters

There are four types of capital: economic, human, cultural, and social. The distribution of capital 
in home and school settings affects the types of educational outcomes and the quality of lifelong 
opportunities that individuals are able to enjoy. Resource availability and accessibility influence the 
success levels at which teaching and learning is experienced. Capital possession or acquisition impacts 
the ability to navigate the academic pipeline and to recognize the appropriate tools by which to do 
so. Minimal attempts have been taken to address different perspectives related to economic, human, 
cultural, and social capital. This book identifies the various tenets of capital as having shared similarities 
and/or differences, as well as reveals how the distribution of capital impacts educational settings. More 
specifically, this book reveals that given the increases in the parental education or the cultural capital of 
African Americans, no significant changes have occurred in the number of years that African-American 
children attend schools. This finding remains consistent in terms of the sort of cultural capital that they 
are able to gain. In sum, the research concludes that cultural capital does assume a significant role in 
the transfer of advantages that stem from middle- and upper-level socioeconomic backgrounds.
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