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Explore the critical role of the Open Method of Coordination (OMC) within the European Union, 
examining whether this unique governance approach presents a significant opportunity or a potential 
risk for the future of EU integration and the robustness of its democratic processes. This analysis delves 
into the implications of OMC on member state cooperation and citizen engagement across the union.
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Die offene Methode der Koordinierung (OMK) - Chance oder Risiko für Integration und Demokratie 
in der Europäischen Union

Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2008 im Fachbereich Politik - Internationale Politik - Thema: Europäische 
Union, Note: 1,0, Universität Hamburg (Institut für Politische Wissenschaft), Veranstaltung: “Sub-
nationale Europapolitik: Länder und Regionen im Prozess der europäischen Integration“, Sprache: 
Deutsch, Abstract: Als sich im März des Jahres 2000 die Regierungschefs der Europäischen Union 
mit dem Europäischen Rat in Lissabon an einen Tisch setzen, um über eine gemeinsame Strategie für 
die neuen Herausforderungen, die sich aus der EU-Erweiterung und dem Prozess der Globalisierung 
ergaben, zu beraten, befand sich Europa schon seit längerer Zeit in einer Phase starker Umbrüche. 
Die EU sah sich mit Problemen konfrontiert, die alle Mitgliedstaaten betrafen und folglich nur gelöst 
werden konnten, wenn sich alle gleichermaßen an der Entwicklung geeigneter Lösungsstrategien 
und an deren Umsetzung beteiligten (Mandl 2003:18). Wirtschaftliche Probleme, Überalterung der 
Sozialsysteme, Strukturwandel, finanzielle Engpässe und nicht zuletzt eine Akzeptanzkrise machten 
es erforderlich, das Regieren in Europa auf weite Sicht effektiver, effizienter und demokratischer zu 
gestalten (Höchstetter 2007:21; Kaiser/Prange 2005:3). Doch der Handlungsspielraum war begrenzt, 
denn die Probleme betrafen zumeist jene Politikbereiche, in denen die Europäische Kommission über 
keine Kompetenzen verfügte und die Nationalstaaten ein besonders ausgeprägtes Interesse an der 
Wahrung ihrer Souveränität verfolgten. Zudem erwiesen sich die gängigen integrativen Methoden 
der EU in immer größerem Maße als ungeeignet, da sie zu zeitintensiv waren, um auf die rasanten 
Veränderungen der politischen Rahmenbedingungen in angemessener Weise reagieren zu können 
(Langhoff 2006:5). Vor diesem Hintergrund hat der Europäische Rat von Lissabon beschlossen, eine 
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neue Form des Regierens innerhalb der EU einzuführen, die es den Mitgliedstaaten ermöglichen 
sollte, sich auf gemeinsame Lösungsstrategien einzulassen ohne dabei Gefahr zu laufen, nationale 
Souveränität preiszugeben. Die sogenannte „offene Methode der Koordinierung“ (OMK) bildet das 
Kernstück der Lissabon-Strategie, deren Ziel es ist, die Europäische Union bis zum Jahr 2010 „zum 
wettbewerbsfähigsten und dynamischsten wissensbasierten Wirtschaftsraum in der Welt zu machen 
– einem Wirtschaftsraum, der fähig ist, ein dauerhaftes Wirtschaftswachstum mit mehr und besseren 
Arbeitsplätzen und einem größeren sozialen Zusammenhalt zu erzielen“ (Europäischer Rat: Lissabon 
2000). In der Folgezeit wurde die OMK häufig als „der dringend benötigte flexible Weg zwischen 
rein nationalem Denken und einer gemeinsamen Problemlösung“ tituliert (Langhoff 2006:5). Doch wie 
erfolgversprechend ist diese Methode wirklich?

Die offene Methode der Koordinierung in der EU. Zwischen intergouvernementaler Zusammenarbeit 
und supranationaler Rechtsprechung

Das Buch schlägt eine tiefgreifende Reform der EU vor. Defekte der EU werden identifiziert. Die 
Vorschläge basieren auf den Konzepten begrenzter Supranationalität und einer ausgewogenen Sicht 
des Nationalstaats. Die EU wird vor allem gebraucht für Frieden, Wohlstand, Kompensation der 
relativ geringen Größe und begrenzten Macht ihrer Mitgliedstaaten und zur Bewahrung grundlegender 
Prinzipien der westlichen Zivilisation. Eine ausgewogene Sicht des Nationalstaats bedeutet Erhaltung 
der Vorteile des gut gestalteten Nationalstaats im Vergleich zur EU sowie Vermeidung von Nationalis-
mus und Krieg. Das Buch schlägt u.a. eine Neugestaltung der EU-Rechtsetzung und der EU-Verträge, 
eine untergeordnete Rolle der Europäischen Kommission, einen Court of Appeal und eine geänderte 
Zusammensetzung der Europäischen Zentralbank vor. Möglichkeiten des Überlebens der Eurozone 
werden diskutiert. Bei praktischer Realisierung dieser Vorschläge könnte sich die EU zukünftig in einem 
besseren Zustand befinden.

Reshaping the European Union

This important new book deals with the changing nature of war in the post-Cold War era and the 
emergence of new forms of warfare in which warlords, mercenaries and terrorists play an increasingly 
important role. In the modern era, warfare came to play a crucial role in the formation of states, 
whereas the new wars emerging at the beginning of the 21st century have mostly gone together with 
the failure or collapse of states. The author draws out the key shifts involved in this process: from 
symmetrical conflicts between states to asymmetrical global relationships of force; from national armies 
to increasingly private or commercial bands of warlords, child soldiers and mercenaries; from pitched 
battles to protracted conflicts in which there is often little fighting and most of the violence is directed 
against civilians. Changes in weapons technology have combined with complex economic factors to 
make the prospect of endlessly simmering wars a real danger in the years to come. Against this 
background, the author outlines the rise of a novel form of international terrorism, conceived more as 
a political method of communication than as an element in a military strategy. The resulting challenges 
faced by Western governments, and the costs and benefits associated with any response, are taken 
up in a concluding section that contrasts the characteristic European and American approaches and 
examines the implications for the future of international law. This book will be of important to students 
of political science, international relations, war and peace studies, conflict studies and peace studies. 
It will also appeal to the general reader with an interest in this topical subject.

The Return of Labour -- a Turning Point in British Politics?

The development of EU enlargement has raised many thorny issues unanticipated by the framers of 
the EC Treaty. A significant upshot of these issues is that the concept of European identity - defined in 
terms of such factors as culture, history and economics - has supplanted the long-dominant theme of 
'widening and deepening, ' particularly since the Union's expansion has become primarily eastward. 
The major contribution of this important book lies in its analysis of the conceptualization and perception 
of enlargement from various points of view, focusing on the concerns of stakeholders and the 'identity' 
conflicts and uncertainties incurred by enlargement initiatives. In the course of its presentation, it 
details the actual pre-accession Europeanization process and its complex history. Among the key 
elements discussed are the following: the conflict between 'widening' and 'deepening' and the effect on 
EU institutional reform; institutional requirements on candidate countries; pre-accession criteria and 
negotiations; administrative capacity, judicial capacity, and legal approximation in accession states; 
capacity of the EU to absorb new Member States; and EC law as part of European identity. Also covered 



are specific historical details of particular pre-accession negotiations (e.g., Greece, Spain, Portugal, 
Malta, and Cyprus), the still inconclusive negotiations with Turkey and the Western Balkan states, 
and political factors involved in the non-accession of Norway, Iceland and Switzerland. Assembling 
powerful evidence and applying incisive analysis, the author's conclusion shows that, absent further 
(and major) EU institutional reform, it will be difficult for an enlarging Union to continue to 'deliver the 
goods.' A watershed in the continuing great debate on the fulfilment of the EC Treaty's determination 
to foster and promote 'an ever closer union of the peoples of Europe, ' this book will prove invaluable to 
anybody interested in the European integration project, particularly lawyers, academics, officials and 
policymakers in the EU Member States.

The New Wars

Winner of the 2001 European Publishers Award for Photography An extraordinary collection of pho-
tographs of six locations in the south of Ireland, known as the 'Sites of the Disappeared' which are 
the burial places of eight people murdered by the IRA in the 1970s and early 1980s. In thirty years of 
conflict and atrocities, this small group of people stood apart. They were all Catholic and, as it turned 
out, had not only been taken from their families but also from their homeland to be buried in the South. 
Illustrated with 65 full colour photographs

Foundations of Social Democracy

"Surrounded by enemies including ISIS and hostile Turkish forces, the people in Syria’s Rojava region 
are carving out one of the most radically progressive societies on the planet. Visitors have been as-
tounded by the success of their project, a communally organised democracy which considers women’s 
equality indispensable, has a deep-reaching ecological policies, and rejects reactionary nationalist 
ideology. This form of organization, labeled democratic confederalism, is both fiercely anti-capitalist and 
boasts a self-defense capacity which is keeping ISIS from their gates. Drawing on their own firsthand 
experiences of working and fighting in the region, the authors provide the first detailed account of a 
revolutionary experiment and a new vision of politics and society in the Middle East and beyond"--Back 
cover.

Die Osterweiterung Der Europäischen Union

For years, intellectuals have argued that, with the triumph of capitalist, liberal democracy, the Western 
World has reached “the end of history.” Recently, however, there has been a rise of authoritarian 
politics in many countries. Concepts of post-democracy, anti-politics, and the like are gaining currency 
in theoretical and political debate. Now that capitalist democracies are facing seismic and systemic 
challenges, it becomes increasingly important to investigate not only the inherent antagonism between 
liberalism and the democratic process, but also socialism. Is socialism an enemy of democracy? 
Could socialism develop, expand, even enhance democracy? While this volume seeks a reappraisal of 
existing liberal democracy today, its main goal is to help lay the foundation for new visions and practices 
in developing a real socialist democracy. Amid the contradictions of neoliberal capitalism today, the 
responsibility to sort out the relationship between socialism and democracy has never been greater. 
No revival of socialist politics in the twenty-first century can occur without founding new democratic 
institutions and practices.

Enlargement of the European Union

Von Laue contends that the world's frantic attempt to catch up with the West militarily, economically, 
and politically was the cause of many countries falling prey to totalitarian regimes and military strife.

Innocent Landscapes

Anthropologists have written a great deal about the coastal adaptations and seafaring traditions of 
Pacific Islanders, but have had much less to say about the significance of rivers for Pacific island culture, 
livelihood and identity. The authors of this collection seek to fill that gap in the ethnographic record by 
drawing attention to the deep historical attachments of island communities to rivers, and the ways in 
which those attachments are changing in response to various forms of economic development and 
social change. In addition to making a unique contribution to Pacific island ethnography, the authors 
of this volume speak to a global set of issues of immense importance to a world in which water 
scarcity, conflict, pollution and the degradation of riparian environments afflict growing numbers of 



people. Several authors take a political ecology approach to their topic, but the emphasis here is less 
on hydro-politics than on the cultural meaning of rivers to the communities we describe. How has the 
cultural significance of rivers shifted as a result of colonisation, development and nation-building? How 
do people whose identities are fundamentally rooted in their relationship to a particular river renegotiate 
that relationship when the river is dammed to generate hydro-power or polluted by mining activities? 
How do blockages in the flow of rivers and underground springs interrupt the intergenerational 
transmission of local ecological knowledge and hence the ability of local communities to construct 
collective identities rooted in a sense of place?

Revolution in Rojava

What accounts for the persistence and spread of "commoning," the irrepressible desire of people to 
collaborate and share to meet everyday needs? How are the more successful projects governed? And 
why are so many people embracing the commons as a powerful strategy for building a fair, humane and 
Earth-respecting social order? In more than fifty original essays, Patterns of Commoning addresses 
these questions and probes the inner complexities of this timeless social paradigm. The book surveys 
some of the most notable, inspiring commons around the world, from alternative currencies and open 
design and manufacturing, to centuries-old community forests and co-learning commons - and dozens 
of others. David Bollier (www.bollier.org) is an American author, activist and independent scholar 
who has studied the commons for nearly twenty years. Silke Helfrich (commonsblog.wordpress.com) 
is a German author and independent activist of the commons who blogs at www.commonsblog.de, 
and cofounder of the Commons-Institut in Germany. With Michel Bauwens, Bollier and Helfrich are 
cofounders of the Common Strategies Group. For more information, go to the book's website, Patterns 
of Commoning (www.patternsofcommoning.org)

Rethinking Democracy

What will be the future of Germany? Will Germany remain a 'soft power', pursuing a 'bind me, love 
me'-policy or will we see a new Germany signalling strength and power based on nationalism and 
German identity? The book, written by well-known German, British, French, Russian, Danish and 
American scholars, attempts to present contrasting analyses on different levels of the general political 
dimension and position of the united Germany in Europe.

The Fight at Dame Europa's School

European criminal law faces many challenges in harmonising states' criminal justice systems. This 
book presents a systematic analysis of this legal area and examines the difficulties involved.

The Challenge of the Russian Minority

What should the state look like in the third millennium? That is the question addressed in this book 
by Hans-Adam II, The Reigning Prince of Liechtenstein, drawing on two decades of experience as 
ruler of a constitutional monarchy. The State in the Third Millennium analyzes the forces that have 
shaped human history in the past and are likely to do so for the foreseeable future. Prince Hans-Adam 
explores strategies on how to realize worldwide the modern democratic constitutional state in the third 
millennium. He observes that citizens should no longer be viewed as servants of the state, but rather 
that states be converted into benevolent service companies which serve the people as their customers. 
Prince Hans-Adam's explorations of governance range wide, including his analysis of direct and indirect 
democracies via the experience of the American Revolution and the Swiss Constitution of 1848. He 
draws lessons on opportunities for reform derived from his own observations of Liechtenstein's paths 
to political reform.

The World Revolution of Westernization

A compelling account of how politicians and officials use expert research to establish credibility in 
contentious areas of policy.

Migrant workers in agriculture

The precautionary principle is widely seen as fundamental to successful policies for sustainability. It 
has been cited in international courts and trade disputes between the USA and the EU, and invoked 
in a growing range of political debates. Understanding what it can and cannot achieve is therefore 



crucial. This volume looks back over the last century to examine the role the principle played or could 
have played, in a range of major and avoidable public disasters. From detailed investigation of how 
each disaster unfolded, what the impacts were and what measures were adopted, the authors draw 
lessons and establish criteria that could help to minimise the health and environmental risks of future 
technological, economic and policy innovations. This is an informative resource for all those from 
lawyers and policy-makers, to researchers and students needing to understand or apply the principle.

Island Rivers

This book contributes to contemporary debates about multiculturalism and democratic theory by 
reflecting upon the ways in which claims about culture and identity are actually advanced by immigrants, 
national minorities, aboriginals and other groups in a number of different societies. Carens advocates 
a contextual approach to theory that explores the implications of theoretical views for actual cases, 
reflects on the normative principles embedded in practice, and takes account of the ways in which 
differences between societies matter. He argues that this sort of contextual approach will show why the 
conventional liberal understanding of justice as neutrality needs to be supplemented by a conception 
of justice as evenhandedness and why the conventional conception of citizenship is an intellectual and 
moral prison from which we can be liberated by an understanding of citizenship that is more open to 
multiplicity and that grows out of practices we judge to be just and beneficial.

Patterns of Commoning

Different national traditions of migration research are strongly connected to national narratives and 
patterns of policies - be it in affirmative or critical ways. In this volume, policy and research traditions 
in twelve countries are portrayed and discussed - including the old immigration countries Canada and 
Australia, European countries with decades of immigration experience (Britain, Germany, Austria and 
the Netherlands), emerging immigration countries (Italy, Japan and Poland), and post-Colonial nation 
states (India, Malaysia and Nigeria). Thus, the volume opens the way for a critical evaluation of migration 
research from a comparative perspective, and beyond the limits of traditional Western discussion. We 
better understand the limits of different national patterns of integrating or excluding immigrants and the 
intellectual discourse about it if we can confront them with other paths and ideas. Since the leading dis-
ciplines in migration research vary between countries, the volume also includes inter-faculty varieties: 
Sociologists, political scientists, anthropologists and philosophers define migration, integration and the 
relationship between immigration and the structures of societies, challenging assumptions that have 
been considered self-evident in given national contexts.

Germany in Europe in the Nineties

The Art of the State brings together political scientists and economists to look at governing and 
governance in an increasingly globalized world. It explores ways in which democratic governance can 
survive in a globalized environment and suggests how to combat disillusionment.

European Criminal Law

Neuropsychotherapy is intended to inspire further development and continual empirical updating of 
consistency theory. It is essential for psychotherapists, psychotherapy researchers, clinical psycholo-
gists, psychiatrists, neuroscientists, and mental-health professionals. Profoundly important and innov-
ative, this volume provides necessary know-how for professionals as it connects the findings of modern 
neuroscience to the insights of psychotherapy. Throughout the book, a new picture unfolds of the em-
pirical grounds of effective psychotherapeutic work. Author Klaus Grawe articulates a comprehensive 
model of psychological functioning-consistency theory-and bridges the gap between the neurosciences 
and the understanding of psychological disorders and their treatment. Neuropsychotherapy illustrates 
that psychotherapy can be even more effective when it is grounded in a neuroscientific approach. 
Cutting across disciplines that are characteristically disparate, the book identifies the neural founda-
tions of various disorders, suggests specific psychotherapeutic conclusions, and makes neuroscientific 
knowledge more accessible to psychotherapists. The book's discussion of consistency theory reveals 
the model is firmly connected to other psychological theoretical approaches, from control theory to 
cognitive-behavioral models to basic need theories.

Regulatory Social Policy



Written by one of America's leading political thinkers, this is a book about the good, the bad, and the ugly 
of identity politics.Amy Gutmann rises above the raging polemics that often characterize discussions of 
identity groups and offers a fair-minded assessment of the role they play in democracies. She addresses 
fundamental questions of timeless urgency while keeping in focus their relevance to contemporary 
debates: Do some identity groups undermine the greater democratic good and thus their own legitimacy 
in a democratic society? Even if so, how is a democracy to fairly distinguish between groups such 
as the KKK on the one hand and the NAACP on the other? Should democracies exempt members 
of some minorities from certain legitimate or widely accepted rules, such as Canada's allowing Sikh 
members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to wear turbans instead of Stetsons? Do voluntary 
groups like the Boy Scouts have a right to discriminate on grounds of sexual preference, gender, or 
race? Identity-group politics, Gutmann shows, is not aberrant but inescapable in democracies because 
identity groups represent who people are, not only what they want--and who people are shapes what 
they demand from democratic politics. Rather than trying to abolish identity politics, Gutmann calls upon 
us to distinguish between those demands of identity groups that aid and those that impede justice. Her 
book does justice to identity groups, while recognizing that they cannot be counted upon to do likewise 
to others. Clear, engaging, and forcefully argued, Amy Gutmann's Identity in Democracy provides the 
fractious world of multicultural and identity-group scholarship with a unifying work that will sustain it for 
years to come.

The State in the Third Millennium

Since the first heroic and largely spontaneous acts precipitated the end of the Cold War, Europe has 
been transformed in a truly remarkable and wholly unforeseen manner: Germany has been unified, 
the Warsaw Pact has collapsed, and the Soviet Union has disintegrated, leaving in its wake many 
new independent states. These momentous events have taken place so rapidly and often in such 
confused circumstances that their full meaning has barely been comprehended let alone assimilated. A 
clearer and deeper appreciation of the forces and processes unleashed by the recent changes is vitally 
important, however, to meet the challenges and exploit the opportunities that now present themselves 
in Europe. This volume, therefore, is intended to promote wider understanding of the key issues, and it 
represents the most comprehensive assessment to date of the new Germany and the new Europe. The 
volume begins with detailed accounts by U.S. and German scholars of how unification came about and 
the resulting changes to the political economy, security policy, and foreign relations. A complementary 
section discusses the implications for the rest of Europe as well as Japan. While the focus of the book 
is on the new Germany, two separate chapters provide specific designs for a new adoption of a general 
system of cooperative security.

The Political Uses of Expert Knowledge

Integrating insights from foreign policy analysis, integration theory, and social theory and providing an 
in-depth analysis of both refugee and security policy, the book develops an innovative framework for 
analysis that is capable of accounting for an incremental 'de-Europeanization' in Germany's EU policy.

The Precautionary Principle in the 20th Century

Parties of the extreme right have experienced a dramatic rise in electoral support in many countries in 
Western Europe over the last two and a half decades. This phenomenon has been far from uniform, 
however, and the considerable attention that the more successful right-wing extremist parties have 
received has sometimes obscured the fact that parties of the extreme right have not recorded high 
electoral results in all West European democracies. Furthermore, the electoral scores of these parties 
have also varied over time, with the same party recording low electoral scores in one election but 
securing high electoral scores in another. This book, available in paperback for the first time, examines 
the reasons behind the variation in the electoral fortunes of the West European parties of the extreme 
right in the period since the late 1970s. It proposes a number of different explanations as to why 
certain parties have performed better than others at the polls and it investigates each of these different 
explanations systematically and in depth. As well as offering a comprehensive analysis of the reasons 
behind the uneven electoral success of the West European parties of the extreme right, this book 
provides up-to-date information on all right-wing extremist parties that have contested elections at 
national level across Western Europe since the late 1970s. In addition to examining the parties’ ideology 
and organisation, it discusses their relationship with the parties of the mainstream, and it investigates 
the impact that electoral institutions have on their ability to attract votes. This book is aimed at both 



scholars and students interested in the extreme right, in party politics and in comparative politics more 
generally.

Culture, Citizenship, and Community

At the end of the workshop on "New Theoretical Concepts in Physical Chemistry\

National Paradigms of Migration Research

This “breath-taking trip through the union-organizing scene of America in the 21st century” reveals 
the victories and unconventional strategies of a renowned—and notorious—militant union organizer 
(Barbara Ehrenreich, author of Nickel and Dimed) In 1995, in the first contested election in the history 
of the AFL-CIO, John Sweeney won the presidency of the nation’s largest labor federation, promising 
renewal and resurgence. Today, less than 7 percent of American private-sector workers belong to 
a union, the lowest percentage since the beginning of the twentieth century, and public employee 
collective bargaining has been dealt devastating blows in Wisconsin and elsewhere. What happened? 
Jane McAlevey is famous—and notorious—in the American labor movement as the hard-charging 
organizer who racked up a string of victories at a time when union leaders said winning wasn’t possible. 
Then she was bounced from the movement, a victim of the high-level internecine warfare that has 
torn apart organized labor. In this engrossing and funny narrative—that reflects the personality of its 
charismatic, wisecracking author—McAlevey tells the story of a number of dramatic organizing and 
contract victories, and the unconventional strategies that helped achieve them. Raising Expectations 
(and Raising Hell) argues that labor can be revived, but only if the movement acknowledges its mistakes 
and fully commits to deep organizing, participatory education, militancy, and an approach to workers 
and their communities that more resembles the campaigns of the 1930s—in short, social movement 
unionism that involves raising workers’ expectations (while raising hell).

The Art of the State

This book gives a general view of sequence analysis, the statistical study of successions of states or 
events. It includes innovative contributions on life course studies, transitions into and out of employment, 
contemporaneous and historical careers, and political trajectories. The approach presented in this book 
is now central to the life-course perspective and the study of social processes more generally. This 
volume promotes the dialogue between approaches to sequence analysis that developed separately, 
within traditions contrasted in space and disciplines. It includes the latest developments in sequential 
concepts, coding, atypical datasets and time patterns, optimal matching and alternative algorithms, 
survey optimization, and visualization. Field studies include original sequential material related to 
parenting in 19th-century Belgium, higher education and work in Finland and Italy, family formation 
before and after German reunification, French Jews persecuted in occupied France, long-term trends 
in electoral participation, and regime democratization. Overall the book reassesses the classical uses 
of sequences and it promotes new ways of collecting, formatting, representing and processing them. 
The introduction provides basic sequential concepts and tools, as well as a history of the method. 
Chapters are presented in a way that is both accessible to the beginner and informative to the expert.

Germany Will Try it Again

This book examines the Russian/Soviet intellectual tradition of Oriental and Islamic studies, which 
comprised a rich body of knowledge especially on Central Asia and the Caucasus. The Soviet Oriental 
tradition was deeply linked to politics – probably even more than other European ‘Orientalisms’. It 
breaks new ground by providing Western and post-Soviet insider views especially on the features that 
set Soviet Oriental studies apart from what we know about its Western counterparts: for example, the 
involvement of scholars in state-supported anti-Islamic agitation; the early and strong integration of 
‘Orientals’ into the scientific institutions; the spread of Oriental scholarship over the ‘Oriental’ republics 
of the USSR and its role in the Marxist reinterpretation of the histories of these areas. The authors 
demonstrate the declared emancipating agenda of Soviet scholarship, with its rhetoric of anti-colo-
nialism and anti-imperialism, made Oriental studies a formidable tool for Soviet foreign policy towards 
the Muslim World; and just like in the West, the Iranian Revolution and the mujahidin resistance to the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan necessitated a thorough redefinition of Soviet Islamic studies in the 
early 1980s. Overall, the book provides a comprehensive analysis of Soviet Oriental studies, exploring 
different aspects of writing on Islam and Muslim history, societies, and literatures. It also shows how 
the legacy of Soviet Oriental studies is still alive, especially in terms of interpretative frameworks and 



methodology; after 1991, Soviet views on Islam have contributed significantly to nation-building in the 
various post-Soviet and Russian ‘Muslim’ republics.

Neuropsychotherapy

A Collection of essays which studies the theoretical problem of relationships between social structure 
and personality, and how these different relationships merit distinct treatment for particular purposes. 
Parsons concludes that in the larger picture, their interdependencies are so intimate that bringing them 
together in an interpretive synthesis is imperative if a balanced understanding of the complex as a 
whole is to be attained.

Identity in Democracy

Recoge: 1.The political context - 2. he challenges and opportunities ahead - 3.The approach - 4.The 
objectives and actions - 5.Follow-up and monitoring - 6.Conclusion.

The New Germany and the New Europe

During the latter decades of the 19th century, popular European fascination with the world beyond 
reached an all-time high. The British and French empires spanned the globe, and their colonial agents 
sent home exotic goods and stories. The Silk Route dates from this romantic period, in name if not 
in reality. In the century since its invention as a concept, the Silk Route has captured and captivated 
the Western imagination. It has given us images of fabled cities and exotic peoples. Religions of the 
Silk Route tells the story of how religions accompanied merchants and their goods along the overland 
Asian trade routes of pre-modern times. It is a story of continuous movement, encounters, mutual 
reactions and responses, adaptation and change. Beginning as early as the 8th century BCE, Israelite 
and Iranian traditions travelled eastwards in this way, and they were followed centuries later by the 
great missionary traditions of Buddhism, Christianity, Manichaeism, and Islam.

Germany's EU Policy on Asylum and Defence

Europe for women highlights some of the many areas where Europe-wide action has an important 
impact on the issues that matter to everyone, but are particularly important to women. From gender 
equality to consumer rights, and from balancing the demands of professional and personal life to 
better health standards, EU decisions make a real difference to your life and your future.-- Publisher's 
description.

The extreme Right in Western Europe

Fractals, Quasicrystals, Chaos, Knots and Algebraic Quantum Mechanics
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