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Explore common questions and insightful answers regarding Sophocles' classic tragedy, Oedipus the 
King. Our comprehensive guide delves into character motivations, pivotal plot points, and profound 
themes, offering clarity and enhancing your understanding of this iconic Greek drama.
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Oedipus the King

Oedipus the King is the first tragic play in Sophocles' classic Oedipus trilogy. The plays tells the story 
of a man who eventually becomes the King of Thebes while fulfilling an extremely tragic prophecy.

Oedipus Rex Or Oedipus the King: (annotated) (Worldwide Classics)

Oedipus, King of Thebes, sends his brother-in-law, Creon, to ask advice of the oracle at Delphi, 
concerning a plague ravaging Thebes. Creon returns to report that the plague is the result of religious 
pollution, since the murderer of their former king, Laius, has never been caught. Oedipus vows to 
find the murderer and curses him for causing the plague.Oedipus summons the blind prophet Tiresias 
for help. When Tiresias arrives he claims to know the answers to Oedipus's questions, but refuses to 
speak, instead telling him to abandon his search. Oedipus is enraged by Tiresias' refusal, and verbally 
accuses him of complicity in Laius' murder. Outraged, Tiresias tells the king that Oedipus himself is 
the murderer ("You yourself are the criminal you seek"). Oedipus cannot see how this could be, and 
concludes that the prophet must have been paid off by Creon in an attempt to undermine him. The two 
argue vehemently, as Oedipus mocks Tiresias' lack of sight, and Tiresias in turn tells Oedipus that he 
himself is blind. Eventually Tiresias leaves, muttering darkly that when the murderer is discovered he 
shall be a native citizen of Thebes, brother and father to his own children, and son and husband to his 
own mother.

A Bulk of Short Questions and Answers Series-1

https://chilis.com.pe/search/oedipus-the-king-questions
https://chilis.com.pe/search/oedipus-the-king-questions
https://chilis.com.pe/search/oedipus-rex-study-guide
https://chilis.com.pe/search/sophocles-tragedy-analysis
https://chilis.com.pe/search/oedipus-play-summary
https://chilis.com.pe/search/greek-drama-themes


This book helps the undergraduate students of English hons in India to modify their insight and increase 
their intellectuality; only then my labour will prove fruitful.

Oedipus at Colonus

The ancient Greek tragedy about the exiled king’s final days—and the power struggle between his 
two sons. The second book in the trilogy that begins with Oedipus Rex and concludes with Antigone, 
Oedipus at Colonus is the story of an aged and blinded Oedipus anticipating his death as foretold by an 
earlier prophecy. Accompanied by his daughters, Antigone and Ismene, he takes up residence in the 
village of Colonus near Athens—where the locals fear his very presence will curse them. Nonetheless 
they allow him to stay, and Ismene informs him his sons are battling each other for the throne of 
Thebes. An oracle has pronounced that the location of their disgraced father’s final resting place will 
determine which of them is to prevail. Unfortunately, an old enemy has his own plans for the burial, in 
this heart-wrenching play about two generations plagued by misfortune from the world’s great ancient 
Greek tragedian.

What Really Goes on in Sophocles' Theban Plays

This book examines the plots of Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone as parts of separate 
and then connected stories. These stories expose hidden sides of the characters of the three main 
protagonists, Oedipus, Creon, and Antigone, and, in turn, cast new light upon the events we see play 
out on stage. Contents: Oedipus Rex: Chronology of Events; Investigative Talents; Public Posturing; 
Character Flaws; Some Answers to Earlier Questions; Other Views; Oedipus at Colonus; PART I: 
Chronology of Events; Introductory Remarks; What Happens to Oedipus; Antigone: Chronology of 
Events; Introductory Remarks; Burials; Creon in Antigone; Antigone in Antigone; A Lesson in Honoring 
Tradition and the Gods; Oedipus at Colonus: PART II: Appendix; Bibliography; Index; Index of Translated 
Passages.

Oedipus Rex

The famed Athenian tragedy in which Oedipus’s own faults contribute to his tragic downfall. A great 
masterpiece on which Aristotle based his aesthetic theory of drama in the Poetics and from which 
Freud derived the Oedipus complex, King Oedipus puts out a sentence on the unknown murderer 
of his father Laius. By a gradual unfolding of incidents, Oedipus learns that he was the assassin 
and that Jocasta, his wife, is also his mother. This Enriched Classic Edition includes: -A concise 
introduction that gives readers important background information -Timelines of significant events in 
Greek history and theater that provide the book’s historical context -An outline of key themes and plot 
points to help readers form their own interpretations -Detailed explanatory notes -Critical analysis and 
modern perspectives on the work -Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group 
interaction -A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s experience Enriched 
Classics offers readers affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and 
insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate, 
understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential. Series edited by Cynthia Brantley 
Johnson

Oedipus the King

Oedipus Rex, also known by its Greek title, Oedipus Tyrannus (Ancient Greek: Ÿ0´¯À¿ÅÂ ¤ÍÁ±½½¿Â, pronounced [oidípoÐs 
týrannos]), or Oedipus the King, is an Athenian tragedy by Sophocles that was first performed around 
429 BC.[1] Originally, to the ancient Greeks, the title was simply Oedipus (Ÿ0´¯À¿ÅÂ), as it is referred to by 
Aristotle in the Poetics. It is thought to have been renamed Oedipus Tyrannus to distinguish it from 
Oedipus at Colonus, a later play by Sophocles. In antiquity, the term "tyrant" referred to a ruler with no 
legitimate claim to rule, but it did not necessarily have a negative connotation.[2][3][4] Of Sophocles' 
three Theban plays that have survived, and that deal with the story of Oedipus, Oedipus Rex was the 
second to be written, following Antigone by about a dozen years. However, in terms of the chronology of 
events described by the plays, it comes first, followed by Oedipus at Colonus and then Antigone. Prior to 
the start of Oedipus Rex, Oedipus has become the king of Thebes while unwittingly fulfilling a prophecy 
that he would kill his father, Laius (the previous king), and marry his mother, Jocasta (whom Oedipus 
took as his queen after solving the riddle of the Sphinx). The action of Sophocles's play concerns 
Oedipus's search for the murderer of Laius in order to end a plague ravaging Thebes, unaware that the 
killer he is looking for is none other than himself. At the end of the play, after the truth finally comes to 



light, Jocasta hangs herself while Oedipus, horrified at his patricide and incest, proceeds to gouge out 
his own eyes in despair. In his Poetics, Aristotle refers several times to the play in order to exemplify 
aspects of the genre.

Oedipus rex
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Oedipus The King

This is a collection of essays by one of the most eminent figures in philosophy of art. Carroll argues 
that philosophers of art need to refocus their attention on the ways in which art enters the life of culture 
and the lives of individual audience members.

Omnibus I

Oedipus the King also known by the Latin title Oedipus Rex, is an Athenian tragedy by Sophocles that 
was first performed c. 429 BC. It was the second of Sophocles's three Theban plays to be produced, but 
it comes first in the internal chronology, followed by Oedipus at Colonus and then Antigone. Oedipus 
Rex chronicles the story of Oedipus, a man who becomes the king of Thebes while in the process 
unwittingly fulfilling a prophecy that he would murder his father Laius and marry his mother Jocasta. The 
play is an example of a classic tragedy, noticeably containing an emphasis on how Oedipus's own faults 
contribute to the tragic hero's downfall, as opposed to having fate be the sole cause. Over the centuries, 
Oedipus Rex has come to be regarded by many as the Greek tragedy par excellence. Oedipus sent 
his brother-in-law Creon to ask advice of the oracle at Delphi concerning a plague ravaging Thebes. 
Creon returns to report that the plague is the result of religious pollution, since the murderer of their 
former King, Laius, had never been caught. Oedipus vows to find the murderer and curses him for 
causing the plague. Oedipus summons the blind prophet Tiresias for help. When Tiresias arrives he 
claims to know the answers to Oedipus's questions, but refuses to speak, instead telling him to abandon 
his search. Oedipus is enraged by Tiresias' refusal, and verbally accuses him of complicity in Laius' 
murder. Outraged, Tiresias tells the king that Oedipus himself is the murderer ("You yourself are the 
criminal you seek"). Oedipus cannot see how this could be, and concludes that the prophet must have 
been paid off by Creon in an attempt to undermine him. The two argue vehemently, as Oedipus mocks 
Tiresias' lack of sight, and Tiresias in turn tells Oedipus that he himself is blind. Eventually Tiresias 
leaves, muttering darkly that when the murderer is discovered he shall be a native citizen of Thebes, 
brother and father to his own children, and son and husband to his own mother.

CLASSICAL LITERATURE AND HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (English Book)

Books for All Kinds of Readers ReadHowYouWant offers the widest selection of on-demand, accessible 
format editions on the market today. Each edition has been optimized for maximum readability, using our 
patent-pending conversion technology. We are partnering with leading publishers around the globe to 
create accessible editions of their titles. Our goal is to have accessible editions simultaneously released 
with publishers' new books so that all readers can have access to the books they want to read-today. 
To find more books in your format visit www.readhowyouwant.com

Art in Three Dimensions

Presents a retelling of the classic Greek tragedy of Oedipus, who unknowingly murdered his father and 
married his mother and then puts out his own eyes when he discovers the truth.

Oedipus, King of Thebes

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.



Oedipus Rex

REA's MAXnotes for Sophocles' The Oedipus Trilogy MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces 
of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary experts who currently 
teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes 
are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising various issues and 
thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know about 
each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the plot, the 
work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of the author. 
Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

Oedipus the King

Oedipus Rex Play by Sophocles This edition was created and published by Dr. Lisa Marie Portugal, 
2018 To order books in bulk or single copy by the Editor and Publisher contact: Dr. Lisa Marie 
Portugal Email: lisamarieportugal@msn.com Websites: Find Dr. Lisa Marie Portugal on Lulu & Weebly 
Telephone: 602-434-3562 Phoenix, Arizona School discounts available. Classics, anthologies, and 
unique, personalized compilations can be created and ordered based on your specifications and 
individual needs.

Sophocles' Oedipus the King

The woods were never lonely. A man might wander away into those solitudes and think himself 
friendless; but here and there a river knew, and a tree could tell, a story of its own. Beautiful creatures 
they were, that for one reason or another had left off human shape. Some had been transformed against 
their will, that they might do no more harm to their fellow-men. Some were changed through the pity 
of the gods, that they might share the simple life of Pan, mindless of mortal cares, glad in rain and 
sunshine, and always close to the heart of the Earth...FROM THE BOOKS.

Oedipus, King of Thebes

What more powerful is the question, "Who am I?" the hero of Sophocles Oedipus Rex struggles to 
answer this question. Unknowingly the hero kills his father and then marries his mother. Helplessly we 
are carried along through the story to the final end when the horrific truth is revealed. This story has 
been a strong influence in modern culture for generations.

The Oedipus Trilogy (MAXNotes Literature Guides)

This book explores the answers to fundamental questions about the human mind and human behaviour 
with the help of two ancient texts. The first is Oedipus Rex (Oedipus Tyrannus) by Sophocles, written 
in the 5th century BCE. The second is human DNA, with its origins around 4 billion years ago, and 
continuously revised by chance and evolution. With Sophocles as a guide, the authors take a journey 
into the Genomic era, an age marked by ever-expanding insights into the human genome. Over the 
course of this journey, the book explores themes of free will, fate, and chance; prediction, misinter-
pretation, and the burden that comes with knowledge of the future; self-fulfilling and self-defeating 
prophecies; the forces that contribute to similarities and differences among people; roots and lineage; 
and the judgement of oneself and others. Using Oedipus Rex as its lens, this novel work provides an 
engaging overview of behavioural genetics that demonstrates its relevance across the humanities and 
the social and life sciences. It will appeal in particular to students and scholars of genetics, education, 
psychology, sociology, and law.

Tughlaq

One of the greatest of the classic Greek tragedies and a masterpiece of dramatic construction. 
Catastrophe ensues when King Oedipus discovers he has inadvertently killed his father and married 
his mother. Masterly use of dramatic irony greatly intensifies impact of agonizing events. Sophocles' 
finest play, Oedipus Rex ranks as a towering landmark of Western drama. A selection of the Common 
Core State Standards Initiative.

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles



Oedipus was a mythical Greek king of Thebes. A tragic hero in Greek mythology, Oedipus accidentally 
fulfilled a prophecy that he would end up killing his father and marrying his mother, thereby bringing 
disaster to his city and family.The story of Oedipus is the subject of Sophocles' tragedy Oedipus Rex, 
which is followed in the narrative sequence by Oedipus at Colonus and then Antigone. Together, these 
plays make up Sophocles' three Theban plays. Oedipus represents two enduring themes of Greek 
myth and drama: the flawed nature of humanity and an individual's role in the course of destiny in a 
harsh universe.In the best known version of the myth, Oedipus was born to King Laius and Queen 
Jocasta. Laius wished to thwart the prophecy, so he sent a shepherd-servant to leave Oedipus to die 
on a mountainside. However, the shepherd took pity on the baby and passed him to another shepherd 
who gave Oedipus to King Polybus and Queen Merope to raise as their own. Oedipus learned from 
the oracle at Delphi of the prophecy that he would end up killing his father and marrying his mother 
but, unaware of his true parentage, believed he was fated to murder Polybus and marry Merope, so 
left for Thebes. On his way he met an older man and killed him in a quarrel. Continuing on to Thebes, 
he found that the king of the city (Laius) had been recently killed, and that the city was at the mercy 
of the Sphinx. Oedipus answered the monster's riddle correctly, defeating it and winning the throne of 
the dead king - and the hand in marriage of the king's widow, who was also (unbeknownst to him) his 
mother Jocasta.Years later, to end a plague on Thebes, Oedipus searched to find who had killed Laius, 
and discovered that he himself was responsible. Jocasta, upon realizing that she had married her own 
son, hanged herself. Oedipus then seized two pins from her dress and blinded himself with them.The 
legend of Oedipus has been retold in many versions, and was used by Sigmund Freud to name and 
give mythic precedent to the Oedipus complex.

Old Greek Folk Stories Told Anew

An advanced critical introduction to Greek tragedy for those who do not read Greek. Combines the best 
contemporary scholarly analysis of the classics with a wide knowledge of contemporary literary studies 
in discussing the masterpieces of Athenian drama.

Oedipus, King of Thebes

First published in 1997. Image and Concept: Mythopoetic Roots of Literature here - finally - available 
in English, is devoted to the origins of Greek tragedy. In it, Freidenberg develops the notion that it 
was the very transition from thinking based on mythological images to the kind of thinking that makes 
use of formal-logical concepts that resulted in the appearance of literature. With the transition from 
mythological thinking to con­ceptual thought, the content of mythological images became the texture of
 the new concepts. The inherited mythological forms now were reinterpreted conceptually: causalized,
 ethicized, generalized, abstracted. This reinterpretation, in turn, brought about poetic figurality. Folkloric
 material began to be differentiated from the mythological images of the past into various disciplines
 such as religion, phi­losophy, ethics, literature, and art. Yet, differentiated and reinterpreted as it was, th
e folkloric material remained formally preserved in poetic image, structure, and plo

Oedipus Rex in the Genomic Era

Examines the way in which Sophocles' play "Oedipus Tyrannus" and its hero, Oedipus, King of Thebes, 
were probably received in their own time and place, and relates this to twentieth-century receptions 
and interpretations, including those of Sigmund Freud.

Oedipus Rex

To make Oedipus more accessible for the modern reader, our Prestwick House Literary Touchstone 
Edition? includes a glossary of the more difficult words, as well as convenient sidebar notes to enlighten 
the reader on aspects that may be confusing or overlooked. We hope that the reader may, through this 
edition, more fully enjoy the beauty of the verse, the wisdom of the insights, and the impact of the 
drama.Sophocles? Oedipus Rex has never been surpassed for the raw and terrible power with which 
its hero struggles to answer the eternal question, "Who am I?" The play, a story of a king who?acting 
entirely in ignorance?kills his father and marries his mother, unfolds with shattering power; we are 
helplessly carried along with Oedipus towards the final, horrific truth.This vibrant, new translation invites 
its readers to lose themselves in the unfolding of this tragic tale?as suspenseful as a detective mystery, 
yet with an outcome long ago determined by Fate.

Oedipus the King



A collection of eight critical essays on the classical tragedy, arranged in the chronological order of their 
original publication.

Sophocles' Oedipus

To Laius, King of Thebes, an oracle foretold that the child born to him by his queen Jocasta would slay 
his father and wed his mother. So when in time a son was born the infant's feet were riveted together and 
he was left to die on Mount Cithaeron. But a shepherd found the babe and tended him, and delivered him 
to another shepherd who took him to his master, the King of Corinth. Polybus being childless adopted 
the boy, who grew up believing that he was indeed the King's son. Afterwards doubting his parentage 
he inquired of the Delphic god and heard himself the word declared before to Laius. Wherefore he fled 
from what he deemed his father's house and in his flight he encountered and unwillingly slew his father 
Laius. Arriving at Thebes he answered the riddle of the Sphinx and the grateful Thebans made their 
deliverer king. So he reigned in the room of Laius, and espoused the widowed queen. Children were 
born to them and Thebes prospered under his rule, but again a grievous plague fell upon the city. Again 
the oracle was consulted and it bade them purge themselves of blood-guiltiness. Oedipus denounces 
the crime of which he is unaware, and undertakes to track out the criminal. Step by step it is brought 
home to him that he is the man. The closing scene reveals Jocasta slain by her own hand and Oedipus 
blinded by his own act and praying for death or exile.

Reading Greek Tragedy

In his latest book Christopher Bollas uses detailed studies of real clinical practice to illuminate a theory 
of psychoanalysis which privileges the human impulse to question. From earliest childhood to the end 
of our lives, we are driven by this impulse in its varying forms, and The Infinite Question illustrates how 
Freud's free associative method provides both patient and analyst with answers and, in turn, with an 
ongoing interplay of further questions. At the book's core are transcripts of real analytical sessions, 
accompanied by parallel commentaries which highlight key aspects of the free associative method in 
practice. These transcripts are contextualised by further discussion of the cases themselves, as well as 
a wider theoretical framework which places its emphasis on Freud's theory of the logic of sequence: by 
learning to listen to this free associative logic, Bollas argues, we can discover a richer and more complex 
unconscious voice than if we rely solely on Freud's theory of repressed ideas. Bollas demonstrates, 
in an eloquent and persuasive manner, how the Freudian position of evenly suspended attentiveness 
enables the analyst's unconscious to catch the drift of the patient's own unconscious. He also shows 
that to stimulate further questioning is often of more benefit to the analytical process than to jump to an 
interpretation. Yet whatever fascinating course a session may take, neither the patient nor the analyst 
can halt the progress of the self-propelling interrogative drive. The Infinite Question will be invaluable to 
both the new student and the experienced psychoanalyst, read either on its own or as a practice-based 
extension of the theoretical ideas elaborated in its companion volume, The Evocative Object World 
(also published by Routledge).



Image and Concept

This book discusses that the genre of crime fiction is suitable for the presentation of the crises, conflicts, 
and indeterminacies present in the plot of the selected works. This book exposes the darker side 
of Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden, as the writers and works selected for the book are 
based on Swedish society. Though as a matter of fact, Scandinavian countries are considered to be 
the most egalitarian and progressive welfare societies all over the world. The present book explores 
how popular culture may prove to be a significant thematic approach to studying Scandinavian crime 
fiction (also called Nordic Noir). The Swedish authors use popular culture as a tool through which they 
try to convey their concerns regarding various serious issues like anti-immigration, racism, xenophobia, 
violence against women, the violence of human rights, crimes like the drug trade, human trafficking, 
etc. By assigning the central place to Sjowall and Wahloo’s Roseanna (1965), The Laughing Policeman 
(1968), The Terrorists (1975), Henning Mankell’s Faceless Killers (1991), Sidetracked (1995), The Fifth 
Women (1996), Steig Larsson’s The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2005), The Girl who Played with Fire 
(2006), and The Girl who kicked the Hornets’ Nest (2007), this book enunciates the notion of popular 
culture and crime fiction genre in the propagation of the socio-critical reflections of life in the welfare 
state. Hence, this work also analyses the plot, characters, and themes in the aforementioned works 
to locate the elements of popular fiction in Scandinavian crime novels by representing this genre’s 
ubiquitousness in the twenty-first century.

Oedipus at Thebes

The story of Oedipus the King (or Oedipus Rex), is a Theban play written by Sophocles, one of the three 
ancient Greek Tragedians whose work as survived. In the story of Oedipus Rex, Laius, King of Thebes, 
finds an oracle foretelling that the child born to him by his queen Jocasta would slay his father and wed 
his mother. So when in time a son (Oedipus) was born the infant's feet were riveted together and he 
was left to die on Mount Cithaeron. But a shepherd found Oedipus and tended him, and delivered him 
to another shepherd who took him to his master, the King of Corinth. Polybus being childless adopted 
Oedipus, who grew up believing that he was indeed the King's son. Afterwards doubting his parentage 
he inquired of the Delphic god and heard himself the word declared before to Laius. Wherefore he 
fled from what he deemed his father's house and in his flight he encountered and unwillingly slew his 
father Laius. Arriving at Thebes he answered the riddle of the Sphinx and the grateful Thebans made 
their deliverer king. So he reigned in the room of Laius, and espoused the widowed queen. Children 
were born to Oedipus and Thebes prospered under his rule, but again a grievous plague fell upon the 
city. Again the oracle was consulted and it bade them purge themselves of blood-guiltiness. Oedipus 
denounces the crime of which he is unaware, and undertakes to track out the criminal. Step by step it 
is brought home to him that he is the man. The closing scene reveals Jocasta slain by her own hand 
and Oedipus, King of Thebes, blinded by his own act and praying for death or exile.

Oedipus Rex

The Oedipus Tyrannus
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