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Genetics and Criminal Behavior



In this 2001 volume a group of leading philosophers address some of the basic conceptual, method-
ological and ethical issues raised by genetic research into criminal behavior. The essays explore the 
complexities of tracing any genetic influence on criminal, violent or antisocial behavior; the varieties of 
interpretations to which evidence of such influences is subject; and the relevance of such influences to 
the moral and legal appraisal of criminal conduct. The distinctive features of this collection are: first, that 
it advances public discussion while clarifying the debate about genetic research and criminal behavior; 
second, that it explains scientific controversies about behavioral genetics in lucid, non-technical terms; 
third, that it demonstrates how the possible findings on genetics and crime bear on fundamental issues 
of moral and criminal responsibility. The volume will be of particular value to philosophers concerned 
with applied ethics (especially bioethics), behavioral geneticists, psychologists, legal theorists, and 
criminologists.

Genetics of Criminal and Antisocial Behaviour

This book offers a fresh perspective on the controversial topic of criminal and antisocial behavior. It 
synthesizes findings from behavioral and population genetics, evolutionary biology and criminology 
and presents the latest findings in twin studies, adoption cohort studies, molecular genetics and animal 
models for human aggression. Also included is a detailed analysis of the legal implications of genetics 
and crime research and strategies for rehabilitation.

Born to Crime

It is the limited purpose of this book to present emerging scientific evidence that genetics plays a 
key role in the origins of criminal behavior. The ethical considerations raised by such evidence are 
considerable, but are not the focus of the study.

The Neurobiology of Criminal Behavior

The main feature of this work is that it explores criminal behavior from all aspects of Tinbergen's 
Four Questions. Rather than focusing on a single theoretical point of view, this book examines the 
neurobiology of crime from a biosocial perspective. It suggests that it is necessary to understand some 
genetics and neuroscience in order to appreciate and apply relevant concepts to criminological issues. 
Presenting up-to-date information on the circuitry of the brain, the authors explore and examine a 
variety of characteristics, traits and behavioral syndromes related to criminal behavior such as ADHD, 
intelligence, gender, the age-crime curve, schizophrenia, psychopathy, violence and substance abuse. 
This book brings together the sociological tradition with the latest knowledge the neurosciences have 
to offer and conveys biological information in an accessible and understanding way. It will be of interest 
to scholars in the field and to professional criminologists.

The Nurture Versus Biosocial Debate in Criminology

The Nurture Versus Biosocial Debate in Criminology: On the Origins of Criminal Behavior and Crim-
inality takes a contemporary approach to address the sociological and the biological positions of 
human behavior by allowing preeminent scholars in criminology to speak to the effects of each on 
a range of topics. Kevin M. Beaver, J.C. Barnes, and Brian B. Boutwell aim to facilitate an open and 
honest debate between the more traditional criminologists who focus primarily on environmental factors 
and contemporary biosocial criminologists who examine the interplay between biology/genetics and 
environmental factors.

Is There a Genetic Susceptibility to Engage in Criminal Acts?

Genetic explanations for criminal behaviour have been circulated since the 1700s but until recently 
there has not been the scientific evidence to substantiate or refute any claims. The past decade or so 
has seen an increase in research on the genetics of behaviour, including antisocial behaviour. This 
paper summarises this evidence. Recent twin studies show persuasive evidence that both genetic 
and environmental factors contribute to antisocial behaviour. However the genetic evidence indicates 
that there is no single gene, or even a small number of genes, that predict an increased risk of 
antisocial behaviour. Where there have been some effects the increase in risk associated with antisocial 
behaviour is modest.

Biosocial Criminology



Ideal for use, either as a second text in a standard criminology course, or for a discrete course on 
biosocial perspectives, this book of original chapters breaks new and important ground for ways today's 
criminologists need to think more broadly about the crime problem.

Biological Influences on Criminal Behavior

In reviewing introductory texts available to criminologists, one is left with the impression that biological 
factors are irrelevant to the formulation of criminal behavior. Where biology is mentioned at all, it 
receives infinitesimal coverage. This dearth of attention could at one time be blamed on shoddy 
research and the legitimate fear that evide

Genetics and Criminality

The book is the product of a project funded by the Ethical, Legal and Social Implications Branch of 
the National Human Genome Research Institute at the National Institutes of Health. The chapters 
have been written across disciplinary boundaries to address the potential applications of genetic 
testing in the context of criminal and juvenile law. One purpose of the volume is to assist judges 
and attorneys in understanding some of the basic science and clinical medicine relevant to mental 
health disorders and how they might relate to criminal behavior. In addition, the volume explores the 
legal philosophy concerning the use of mental health conditions as exculpatory or mitigating factors 
in criminal proceedings. The volume is also addressed to scientists, clinicians, and social scientists 
with an interest in the ethical, legal, and social implications of genetic research. The book provides 
an orientation to those without legal education or experience as to how the courts may consider new 
genetic tests and medical information in the context of criminal and juvenile law.

The Psychopathology of Crime

This book takes an uncompromising look at how we define psychopathology and makes the argument 
that criminal behavior can and perhaps should be considered a disorder. Presenting sociological, 
genetic, neurochemical, brain-imaging, and psychophysiological evidence, it discusses the basis for 
criminal behavior and suggests, contrary to popular belief, that such behavior may be more biologically 
determined than previously thought. Presents a new conceptual approach to understanding crime as a 
disorder Is the most extensive review of biological predispositions to criminal behavior to date Analyzes 
the familial and extra-familial causes of crime Reviews the predispositions to crime including evolution 
and genetics, and the neuropsychological, psychophysiological, brain-imaging, neurochemical, and 
cognitive factors Presents the practical implications of viewing crime as a psychopathology in the 
contexts of free will, punishment, treatment, and future biosocial research

The Impact of Behavioral Sciences on Criminal Law

This volume is essential reading for anyone interested in the ongoing genomics and neuroscience 
revolution and its implications for criminal law.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Biosocial Theories of Crime

In response to exciting developments in genetics, neuroscience and evolutionary psychology, a number 
of criminologists have embraced the position that criminal behaviour is the product of biological, 
psychological, and sociological factors operating together in complex ways. They have come to realize 
that if they are to capture the dynamic nature of criminal behaviour then they must span multiple levels 
of analysis and thus multiple disciplines. The explosion of interest in this field of biosocial criminology 
over the past ten years means that the time is ripe for this research companion aimed at graduate 
students and scholars, giving them an essential overview of the current state of research in the field. 
The authors are experts in a variety of disciplines (sociology, psychology, biology, criminal justice, and 
neuroscience), but they all have in common a strong interest in criminal behaviour. This unique book 
is essential and accessible reading for all students and scholars in the field.

Wrestling with Behavioral Genetics

Wrestling with Behavioral Genetics brings together an interdisciplinary group of contributors -- ge-
neticists, humanists, social scientists, lawyers, and journalists -- to discuss the ethical and social 
implications of behavioral genetics research. The essays give readers the necessary tools to critically 
analyze the findings of behavioral geneticists, explore competing interpretations of the ethical and 



social implications of those findings, and engage in a productive public conversation about them. 
"What sets this collection apart from others is the way that contributions from a diverse authorship 
are integrated to form a coherent whole... Doubtless this book will soon become a classic within 
behavioral genetics and compulsory reading for the non-specialist seeking to understand the basic 
scientific, social, and ethical issues within the field." -- American Journal of Bioethics "Informative, 
provocative, and challenging, this book is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand this emerging 
field." -- Social Theory and Practice "Promoting public conversation about behavioral genetics will be 
increasingly pertinent to creating enlightened, fair, and representative public policy... The 'wrestling' 
will go on for some time to come." -- New England Journal of Medicine "This volume presents a fair 
and honest treatment of the field that is both cautious at times and also optimistic and hopeful." -- 
Metapsychology Erik Parens is a senior research scholar at the Hastings Center and a visiting professor 
in the Science, Technology, and Society Program at Sarah Lawrence College. Audrey R. Chapman 
is a professor of community medicine and Healey Chair in Medical Humanities and Bioethics at the 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine. Nancy Press is a professor at the School of Nursing and 
the Department of Public Health at the School of Medicine, Oregon Health and Science University.

Biosocial Theories of Crime

Biosocial criminology is an emerging perspective that highlights the interdependence between genetic 
and environmental factors in the etiology of antisocial behaviors. However, given that biosocial criminol-
ogy has only recently gained traction among criminologists, there has not been any attempt to compile 
some of the "classic" articles on this topic. Beaver and Walsh's edited volume addresses this gap in the 
literature by identifying some of the most influential biosocial criminological articles and including them 
in a single resource. The articles covered in this volume examine the connection between genetics and 
crime, evolutionary psychology and crime, and neuroscience and crime. This volume will be a valuable 
resource for anyone interested in understanding the causes of crime from a biosocial criminological 
perspective.

The Causes of Crime

In this century, social factors have dominated theories of antisocial behaviour to the near-exclusion 
of other explanatory variables in the study of criminology. Criminologists are now coming to realise 
that fully understanding the causes of criminality requires consideration of both social and biological 
variables and that their models must take into account the interaction of the two. Reports of the 
relevant scientific work have previously been scattered through journals with varying disciplinary and 
geographical limitations. The book presents state-of-the-art investigation into the biological factors 
that produce criminal activity from authorities in nine countries who are on the forefront of research 
in behaviour genetics, neurophysiology, biochemistry, neuropsychology, psychophysiology, psychiatry 
and sociology. The Causes of Crime: New Biological Approaches offers the first comprehensive 
overview and integration of this new field of enquiry. It will be an invaluable resource for everyone 
concerned with the causes of criminal behaviour and interventions to reduce its frequency.

The Neurobiology of Criminal Behavior

Criminological theory dating back one hundred years has been aware of the need to develop a 
neurobiology of extroversion, impulsivity, frontal-lobe dysfunction, and aggressive behavior, yet in the 
twentieth century criminologists have largely forsaken this psychobiological legacy. The Neurobiology 
of Criminal Behavior looks at this legacy with reference to a variety of neurobiological methodologies 
currently in vogue. The authors are all distinguished researchers who have contributed considerably to 
their respective fields of psychiatry, psychology, psychobiology, and neuroscience.

Biological Influences on Criminal Behavior

In reviewing introductory texts available to criminologists, one is left with the impression that biological 
factors are irrelevant to the formulation of criminal behavior. Where biology is mentioned at all, it re-
ceives infinitesimal coverage. This dearth of attention could at one time be blamed on shoddy research 
and the legitimate fear that evidence gathered along this path would be used to support eugenics 
extremists. However, in the past 20 years, tremendously valuable work has been accomplished that 
legitimately correlates biological factors such as genetics, biochemistry, diet, and brain disease to 
criminal behavior. Biological Influences on Criminal Behavior fundamentally questions the way most 
criminologists attempt to explain, let alone ameliorate the problem of human criminal behavior. Written 



by Gail Anderson, a highly respected expert in forensics, who also brings a much-needed biological 
background to the task, this resource champions contemporary biological theory by introducing 
criminologists to areas of research they might not otherwise encounter. Dr. Anderson discusses basic 
biological concepts such as natural selection and evolution in relation to behavior, and considers 
genetic factors including patterns of inheritance, sex-linked traits, and propensities toward aggression. 
She explores studies on hormonal effects, as well as brain chemistry, and delves deeply into organic 
brain dysfunction. She also looks at investigations into fetal conditions and birth-related difficulties, as 
well as research on nutrition and food allergies. While it is steeped in scientific research, the material 
is presented in a way that does not require a scientific background. The author does not suggest 
that biology plays the major role in criminal behavior; however, her carefully researched work does 
prove that we can gain a far deeper and more useful understanding when we objectively assess all 
of the factors involved. A professor of forensic entomology in the School of Criminology at Simon 
Fraser University, Gail S. Anderson has a Ph.D. in medical and veterinary entomology. She serves as 
a forensics consultant to the RCMP and city police across Canada. Among her many accolades, she 
was listed in TIME magazine as one of top five innovators worldwide in criminal justice and recently 
received the Derome Award from the Canadian Society of Forensic Sciences.

The SAGE Handbook of Criminological Theory

'For any criminologist looking to make sense of recent developments in the field, this is the go-to book. 
In essays by leading specialists, it provides the latest updates on traditional theories whilst charting 
new directions. It also offers intepretive frameworks for criminology's current flux and fragmentation and 
closely examines relationships among theory, policy, and criminal justice practice. Invaluable and indis-
pensible!' - Nicole Rafter, Professor, Northeastern University The SAGE Handbook of Criminological 
Theory re-centres theory in the boldest, most thought-provoking form possible within the criminological 
enterprise. Written by a team of internationally respected specialists, it provides readers with a clear 
overview of criminological theory, enabling them to reflect critically upon the variety of theoretical 
positions - traditional, emergent and desirable - that are constitutive of the discipline at the beginning 
of the twenty-first century. Each chapter has been specially commissioned to include the following: " 
A brief historical overview of the theoretical perspective " Core ideas and key associated concepts " 
A critical review of the contemporary status of the perspective " Reflections on future developments 
In addition the Handbook features a substantive introduction by the editors, providing a review of the 
development of criminological theory, the state of contemporary criminological theory and emergent 
issues and debates. The SAGE Handbook of Criminological Theory is an indispensable international 
resource for libraries and scholars of all levels studying the rapidly developing, interdisciplinary field of 
criminology.

Making Sense of Heritability

In this book, Neven Sesardic defends the view that it is both possible and useful to measure the 
separate contributions of heredity and environment to the explanation of human psychological dif-
ferences. He critically examines the view - very widely accepted by scientists, social scientists and 
philosophers of science - that heritability estimates have no causal implications and are devoid of any 
interest. In a series of clearly written chapters he introduces the reader to the problems and subjects 
the arguments to close philosophical scrutiny. His conclusion is that anti-heritability arguments are 
based on conceptual confusions and misunderstandings of behavioural genetics. His book is a fresh 
and compelling intervention in a very contentious debate.

The Anatomy of Violence

Adrian Raine is one of the world's leading authorities on the minds of the violent, the criminal, the 
dangerous, the unstable. An Anatomy of Violence is the culmination of his life's work so far, offering 
the latest answers to some of the most difficult questions: what are the causes of violence? Can it be 
treated? And might it one day be stopped? Are some criminals born, not made? What causes violence 
and how can we treat it? An Anatomy of Violence introduces readers to new ways of looking at these 
age-old questions. Drawing on the latest scientific research, Adrian Raine explains what it reveals 
about the brains of murderers, psychopaths and serial killers. While once it was thought upbringing 
explained all, and subsequently explanations shifted to genetics, Raine goes to great pains to explain 
that anti-social behaviour is complex, and based on the interaction between genetics and the biological 
and social environment in which a person is raised. But the latest statistical evidence between certain 



types of biological and early behavioural warning signs is also very strong. Through a series of case 
studies of famous criminals, Raine shows how their criminal behaviour might be explained on the 
basis of these new scientific discoveries. But the conclusions point to a host of philosophical and moral 
issues. What are the implications for our criminal justice system? Should we condemn and punish 
individuals who have little or no control over their behaviour? Should we act preemptively with people 
who exhibit strong biological predispositions to becoming dangerous criminals? These are among the 
thorny issues we can no longer ignore as our understanding of criminal behaviour grows. Praise for 
Adrian Raine's The Psychopathology of Crime: 'An extremely informative, thoughtful and illuminating 
book ... a tour de force', David P Farrington, Psychological Medicine Adrian Raine is the Richard Perry 
University Professor in the Departments of Criminology, Psychiatry, and Psychology at the University 
of Pennsylvania. For the past 35 years, his research has focused on the neurobiological and biosocial 
bases of antisocial and violent behavior, and ways to both prevent and treat it in both children and 
adults.

Evolutionary Forensic Psychology

The field of forensic psychology explores the intersection of psychology and the law. The purpose of 
this book is to examine topics in the field using the powerful, multidisciplinary, conceptually integrated 
approach that the natural sciences have embraced for decades with great success. Darwin's theory of 
evolution by natural selection is the meta-theoretical framework that unifies the field of biology. It unites 
research and understanding of the development, control, and organization of behavior. The study of 
humans, which includes all of the social sciences, is part of the field of biology. Darwin's theory provides 
a powerful meta-theoretical framework that can unify and energize forensic psychology, just as it has 
the biological sciences. Evolutionary processes undoubtedly shaped physiological characteristics to 
help solve problems of survival and reproduction. The lungs, for example, with their vast surface area 
and moist membranes are marvelous adaptions for extracting oxygen and releasing carbon dioxide. 
Natural selection is the only known process capable of shaping complex functional mechanisms. Just as 
it shaped physiological adaptations with specific problem-solving functions, it also shaped our thoughts 
and emotions to guide behaviors toward solving recurrent problems of survival and reproduction. 
With this logic, we can use knowledge of ancestral problems to guide our understanding of how the 
mind works. Evolutionary Forensic Psychology is a necessary step toward a unified and complete 
understanding of psychology and the law. It recognizes that crimes such as murder, non-lethal violence, 
rape, and theft are manifestations of evolutionarily recurrent selection when they gave individuals 
an advantage in competition for resources. Each of the chapters that comprise this volume has 
been selected to provide the first unified examination of important research contributions and future 
directions of Evolutionary Forensic Psychology.

Handbook of Crime Correlates

Over the past two centuries, many aspects of criminal behavior have been investigated. Finding this 
information and making sense of it all is difficult when many studies would appear to offer contradictory 
findings. The Handbook of Crime Correlates collects in one source the summary analysis of crime 
research worldwide. It provides over 400 tables that divide crime research into nine broad categories: 
Pervasiveness and intra-offending relationships Demographic factors Ecological and macroeconomic 
factors Family and peer factors Institutional factors Behavioral and personality factors Cognitive factors 
Biological factors Crime victimization and fear of crime Within these broad categories, tables identify 
regions of the world and how separate variables are or are not positively or negatively associated with 
criminal behavior. Criminal behavior is broken down into separate offending categories of violent crime, 
property crime, drug offenses, sex offenses, delinquency, general and adult offenses, and recidivism. 
Accompanying each table is a description of what each table indicates in terms of the positive or 
negative association of specific variables with specific types of crime by region. This book should serve 
as a valuable resource for criminal justice personnel and academics in the social and life sciences 
interested in criminal behavior.

Criminals in the Making

Why do individuals exposed to the same environment turn out so differently, with some engaging 
in crime and others abiding by societal rules and norms? Why are males involved in violent crime 
more often than females? And why do the precursors of serious pathological behavior typically 
emerge in childhood? Criminals in the Making: Criminality Across the Life Course, Second Edition, 



by John Paul Wright, Stephen G. Tibbetts, and Leah E. Daigle, addresses key questions surrounding 
criminal propensity by discussing studies of the life-course perspective—criminological research that 
links biological factors associated with criminality with the social and environmental agents thought 
to cause, facilitate, or otherwise influence a tendency towards criminal activity. The book provides 
comprehensive, interdisciplinary coverage of the current thinking in the field about criminal behavior 
over the course of a lifetime. Additionally, it highlights interventions proven effective and illustrates how 
the life-course perspective has contributed to a greater understanding of the causes of crime.

The Causes and Cures of Criminality

The title that the authors have chosen for this book, The Causes and Cures of Criminality, suggests 
that it may be just another book specu lating on the sociological evils that need to be put right for 
"everything in the garden to be lovely." If this is the expectation, the reader could not be more mistaken. 
The recurrent theme, in fact, is a strong accent on psychological experiments. Both authors have 
tackled the theoretical and practical side of crime through an exhaustive literature review of past experi 
mental work. Hans J. Eysenck has concentrated on the constitutional and biological theory of criminality, 
whereas Gisli Gudjonsson has con cerned himself more with a review of ongoing research into therapy 
and possible prevention of antisocial behavior. Part I goes into considerable detail on the causes 
of criminality, stressing much of the strangely neglected area of individual differences in personality. 
Research studies point to a very heavy involvement of heredity in the causation of criminality, but the 
authors are careful to acknowledge that much can be done environmentally to discourage a life of crime 
once those persons who are at risk have been identified.

Prospective Studies of Crime and Delinquency

Katherine Teilmann Van Dusen and Sarnoff A. Mednick This introduction delineates what we consider 
to be three of the most important impediments to the advance of knowledge in the field of criminology. 
The most fundamental need is for more studies of the nature and progress of criminal and delinquent 
careers. The second need is for more prospective, longitudinal studies of the etiology of crime and 
delinquency. The third need concerns the lack of interdisciplinary research toward a more integrated 
understanding of delinquent and criminal behavior. Criminal and Delinquent Careers The birth cohort 
study by Wolfgang, Figlio and Sellin (1972) was heralded by many (Farrington, 1973; Erickson, 1973; 
Weis, 1974) as a landmark which allowed researchers to study the course of delinquency without the 
usual sampling biases that plagued other, cross-sectional research. For the first time, we could get a 
reasonable picture of when delinquency usually starts, what proportion of the population engages in 
delinquency, what types of delinquencies they engage in, what proportion continue, and so on. Cross 
sectional studies do not permit the investigation of careers because cross 1 PROSPECTIVE STUDIES 
OF CRIME AND DELINQUENCY 2 sectional sampling includes only portions of careers for many of 
the individuals sampled. This is just one of the many problems that restricted researchers' ability to 
study the nature of criminal careers.

Rethinking Juvenile Justice

What should we do with teenagers who commit crimes? Are they children whose offenses are the result 
of immaturity and circumstances, or are they in fact criminals? “Adult time for adult crime” has been 
the justice system’s mantra for the last twenty years. But locking up so many young people puts a 
strain on state budgets—and ironically, the evidence suggests it ultimately increases crime. In this bold 
book, two leading scholars in law and adolescent development offer a comprehensive and pragmatic 
way forward. They argue that juvenile justice should be grounded in the best available psychological 
science, which shows that adolescence is a distinctive state of cognitive and emotional development. 
Although adolescents are not children, they are also not fully responsible adults. Elizabeth Scott and 
Laurence Steinberg outline a new developmental model of juvenile justice that recognizes adolescents’ 
immaturity but also holds them accountable. Developmentally based laws and policies would make it 
possible for young people who have committed crimes to grow into responsible adults, rather than 
career criminals, and would lighten the present burden on the legal and prison systems. In the end, 
this model would better serve the interests of justice, and it would also be less wasteful of money and 
lives than the harsh and ineffective policies of the last generation.

The Criminal Brain, Second Edition



A lively, up-to-date overview of the newest research in biosocial criminology What is the relationship 
between criminality and biology? Nineteenth-century phrenologists insisted that criminality was innate, 
inherent in the offender’s brain matter. While they were eventually repudiated as pseudo-scientists, 
today the pendulum has swung back. Both criminologists and biologists have begun to speak of a 
tantalizing but disturbing possibility: that criminality may be inherited as a set of genetic deficits that 
place one at risk to commit theft, violence, or acts of sexual deviance. But what do these new theories 
really assert? Are they as dangerous as their forerunners, which the Nazis and other eugenicists 
used to sterilize, incarcerate, and even execute thousands of supposed “born” criminals? How can 
we prepare for a future in which leaders may propose crime-control programs based on biology? In 
this second edition of The Criminal Brain, Nicole Rafter, Chad Posick, and Michael Rocque describe 
early biological theories of crime and provide a lively, up-to-date overview of the newest research in 
biosocial criminology. New chapters introduce the theories of the latter part of the 20th century; apply 
and critically assess current biosocial and evolutionary theories, the developments in neuro-imaging, 
and recent progressions in fields such as epigenetics; and finally, provide a vision for the future of 
criminology and crime policy from a biosocial perspective. The book is a careful, critical examination of 
each research approach and conclusion. Both compiling and analyzing the body of scholarship devoted 
to understanding the criminal brain, this volume serves as a condensed, accessible, and contemporary 
exploration of biological theories of crime and their everyday relevance.

Genetics, Crime and Justice

As our understanding of genetics increases, its application to criminal justice becomes more significant. 
This timely book examines the use of genetic information both in criminal investigations and during the 
trial process. It discusses current scient

Biosocial Bases of Criminal Behavior

Even though youth crime rates have fallen since the mid-1990s, public fear and political rhetoric over the 
issue have heightened. The Columbine shootings and other sensational incidents add to the furor. Often 
overlooked are the underlying problems of child poverty, social disadvantage, and the pitfalls inherent 
to adolescent decisionmaking that contribute to youth crime. From a policy standpoint, adolescent 
offenders are caught in the crossfire between nurturance of youth and punishment of criminals, 
between rehabilitation and "get tough" pronouncements. In the midst of this emotional debate, the 
National Research Council's Panel on Juvenile Crime steps forward with an authoritative review of 
the best available data and analysis. Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Justice presents recommendations for 
addressing the many aspects of America's youth crime problem. This timely release discusses patterns 
and trends in crimes by children and adolescentsâ€"trends revealed by arrest data, victim reports, 
and other sources; youth crime within general crime; and race and sex disparities. The book explores 
desistanceâ€"the probability that delinquency or criminal activities decrease with ageâ€"and evaluates 
different approaches to predicting future crime rates. Why do young people turn to delinquency? 
Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Justice presents what we know and what we urgently need to find out about 
contributing factors, ranging from prenatal care, differences in temperament, and family influences to 
the role of peer relationships, the impact of the school policies toward delinquency, and the broader 
influences of the neighborhood and community. Equally important, this book examines a range of 
solutions: Prevention and intervention efforts directed to individuals, peer groups, and families, as well 
as day care-, school- and community-based initiatives. Intervention within the juvenile justice system. 
Role of the police. Processing and detention of youth offenders. Transferring youths to the adult judicial 
system. Residential placement of juveniles. The book includes background on the American juvenile 
court system, useful comparisons with the juvenile justice systems of other nations, and other important 
information for assessing this problem.

Juvenile Crime, Juvenile Justice

Detailed and comprehensive, Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenders presents authoritative discus-
sions by a select group of leading scholars on issues surrounding serious and violent juvenile offenders. 
This population is responsible for a disproportionate percentage of all crime and poses the greatest 
challenge to juvenile justice policymakers. Under the skillful editorship of Rolf Loeber and David P. 
Farrington, this unique volume integrates knowledge about risk and protective factors with information 
about intervention and prevention programs so that conclusions from each area can inform the other. 
Current literature on these two areas does not, for the most part, apply directly to serious and violent 



juvenile offenders. This volume contends that serious and violent juvenile offenders tend to start 
displaying behavior problems and delinquency early in life, warranting early intervention. It is the 
contributors' thesis that prevention is never too early. They also maintain, however, that interventions for 
serious and violent juvenile offenders can never be too late in that effective interventions exist for known 
serious and violent juvenile offenders. Augmented by charts, tables, graphs, figures, and an extensive 
bibliography, Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenders is an excellent reference work and a must read 
for policy and lawmakers, judges, attorneys, law enforcement personnel, education administrators, 
researchers, academics, social workers, sociologists, as well as graduate students and interns.

The Etiology of Criminality

Biosocial criminology is an interdisciplinary field that aims to explain crime and antisocial behavior 
by exploring both biological factors and environmental factors. Since the mapping of the human 
genome, scientists have been able to study the biosocial causes of human behaviour with the greatest 
specificity. After decades of almost exclusive sociological focus, criminology has undergone a paradigm 
shift where the field is more interdisciplinary and this book combines perspectives from criminology 
and sociology with contributions from fields such as genetics, neuropsychology, and evolutionary 
psychology. The Routledge International Handbook of Biosocial Criminology is the largest and most 
comprehensive work of its kind, and is organized into five sections that collectively span the terrain of 
biosocial research on antisocial behavior. Bringing together leading experts from around the world, this 
book considers the criminological, genetic and neuropsychological foundations of offending, as well as 
the legal and criminal justice applications of biosocial criminological theory. The handbook is essential 
reading for students, researchers, and practitioners from across the social, behavioural, and natural 
sciences who are engaged in the study of antisocial behaviour.

Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenders

This book draws on findings from psychology, neurology, and genetics, to offer a multi-dimensional 
analysis of criminal behavior. It explores the biological bases of emotions such as aggression, anger, 
and hostility and how they-- combined with social psychological influences, such as family history and 
environmental conditions-- may lead to violence. Specific case studies, including serial killings, mass 
murders, family violence, cannibalism, and hitmen, are referenced throughout, providing real-world 
examples of these theories in action. Issues of free will and the law are discussed as well as suggestions 
for curbing violent behavior.

The Routledge International Handbook of Biosocial Criminology

Presenting a clear, comprehensive review of theoretical thinking on crime, this book encourages 
students to develop a deeper understanding of classic and contemporary theories and provides 
an interdisciplinary approach to criminology through the contributions of sociology, psychology and 
biology. A key text for any undergraduate student following programmes in criminology and criminal 
justice, Theories of Crime covers topics such as: the historical context of crime biological explanations 
for criminal behaviour psychological explanations for criminal behaviour sociological explanations for 
the criminal behaviour the criminal behaviour of women the criminal behaviour of ethnic minorities. By 
adopting an interactive approach to encourage students to react to the text and think for themselves, this 
book distinguishes itself from others in the field and ensures its place as a valuable teaching resource. 
The student-centred nature of the book is further enhanced by reflective question breaks throughout 
the text, chapter summaries, suggested further reading and web sites.



Neuropsychology of Criminal Behavior

This open access book uses a critical sociological perspective to explore contemporary ways of 
reformulating the governance of crime through genetics. Through the lens of scientific knowledge 
and genetic technology, Machado and Granja offer a unique perspective on current trends in crime 
governance. They explore the place and role of genetics in criminal justice systems, and show how 
classical and contemporary social theory can help address challenges posed by social processes 
and interactions generated by the uses, meanings, and expectations attributed to genetics in the 
governance of crime. Cutting-edge methods and research techniques are also integrated to address 
crucial aspects of this social reality. Finally, the authors examine new challenges emerging from recent 
paradigm shifts within forensic genetics, moving away from the construction of evidence as presented 
in court to the production of intelligence guiding criminal investigations.

Socioeconomic Differences in Crime and Victimization

The economic impact of society’s efforts to rehabilitate and contain psychopathically disordered 
individuals can be enormous. Understanding these disorders, developing valid assessment methods 
and providing safe, effective treatments is therefore of paramount importance. Reflecting the work of a 
truly international panel of experts from Europe, North America and Asia, the International Handbook 
on Psychopathic Disorders and the Law offers an in-depth, multidisciplinary look at key aspects of the 
development and etiology of psychopathic disorders, current methods of intervention, treatment and 
management, and how these disorders impact decision-making in civil and criminal law.

Theories of Crime

What is the relationship between criminality and biology? Nineteenth-century phrenologists insisted 
that criminality was innate, a trait inherent in the offender’s brain matter. While they were eventually 
repudiated as pseudo-scientists and self-deluded charlatans, today the pendulum has swung back. 
Both criminologists and biologists have begun to speak of a tantalizing but disturbing possibility: that 
criminality may be inherited as a set of genetic deficits that place one at risk for theft, violence, and 
sexual deviance. If that is so, we may soon confront proposals for genetically modifying “at risk” fetuses 
or doctoring up criminals so their brains operate like those of law-abiding citizens. In The Criminal Brain, 
well-known criminologist Nicole Rafter traces the sometimes violent history of these criminological 
theories and provides an introduction to current biological theories of crime, or biocriminology, with 
predictions of how these theories are likely to develop in the future. What do these new theories 
assert? Are they as dangerous as their forerunners, which the Nazis and other eugenicists used to 
sterilize, incarcerate, and even execute thousands of supposed “born” criminals? How can we prepare 
for a future in which leaders may propose crime-control programs based on biology? Enhanced with 
fascinating illustrations and written in lively prose, The Criminal Brain examines these issues in light 
of the history of ideas about the criminal brain. By tracing the birth and growth of enduring ideas in 
criminology, as well as by recognizing historical patterns in the interplay of politics and science, she 
offers ways to evaluate new theories of the criminal brain that may radically reshape ideas about the 
causes of criminal behavior.

Forensic Genetics in the Governance of Crime

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times journalist: a pathbreaking examination of our huge 
crime and incarceration problem that looks at the influence of the family--specifically one Oregon family 
with a generations-long legacy of lawlessness. The United States currently holds the distinction of 
housing nearly one-quarter of the world's prison population. But our reliance on mass incarceration, 
Fox Butterfield argues, misses the intractable reality: As few as 5 percent of families account for half of 
all crime, and only 10 percent account for two-thirds. In introducing us to the Bogle family, the author 
invites us to understand crime in this eye-opening new light. He chronicles the malignant legacy of 
criminality passed from parents to children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren. Examining 
the long history of the Bogles, a white family, Butterfield offers a revelatory look at criminality that forces 
us to disentangle race from our ideas about crime and, in doing so, strikes at the heart of our deepest 
stereotypes. And he makes clear how these new insights are leading to fundamentally different efforts 
at reform. With his empathic insight and profound knowledge of criminology, Butterfield offers us both 
the indelible tale of one family's transgressions and tribulations, and an entirely new way to understand 
crime in America.

The International Handbook on Psychopathic Disorders and the Law



The Criminal Brain
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