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This analysis delves into the profound rural transformations impacting agro-food systems across the 
Global South. It specifically examines the intricate dynamics of agrarian change within BRICS nations, 
shedding light on how these developing economies are reshaping global agricultural landscapes and 
addressing critical issues like food security and sustainable development.
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Rural Transformations and Agro-Food Systems

The economic and political rise of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) and 
Middle-Income Countries (MICs) have important implications for global agrarian transformation.These 
emerging economies are undergoing profound changes as key sites of the production, circulation, 
and consumption of agricultural commodities; hosts to abundant cheap labour and natural resources; 
and home to growing numbers of both poor but also, increasingly, affluent consumers. Separately 
and together these countries are shaping international development agendas both as partners in and 
potential alternatives to the development paradigms promoted by the established hubs of global capital 
in the North Atlantic and by dominant international financial institutions. Collectively, the chapters in 
this book show the significance of BRICS countries in reshaping agro-food systems at the national 
and regional level as well as their global significance. As they export their own farming and production 
systems across different contexts, though, the outcomes are contingent and success is not assured. 
At the same time, BRICS may represent a continuation rather than an alternative to the development 
paradigms of the Global North. The chapters were originally published in a special issue of Third World 
Thematics: A TWQ Journal.

BRICS and MICs: Implications for Global Agrarian Transformation

The economic and political rise of the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa), and powerful middle-income countries (MICs) such as Argentina, Indonesia and Turkey, has 
far-reaching implications for global agrarian transformation. These countries are key sites of agricultural 
commodity production, distribution, circulation and consumption and are contributing to major shifts in 
the character of agro-food systems. This comprehensive collection explores these issues through the 
lens of critical agrarian studies, which examine fundamental social change in, and in relation to, rural 
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worlds. The authors explore key themes such as the processes of agrarian change associated with 
individual countries within the grouping, the role and impact of BRICS countries within their respective 
regions, the role of other MICs within these regions and the rising importance of MICs within global 
and regional agro-food systems. The book encompasses a wide variety of case studies, including the 
expansion of South African agrarian capital within Africa; Brazil as a regional agro-food power and its 
complex relationship with China, which has been investing heavily in Brazil; the role of BRICS and 
MICs in Bolivia’s soy complex; crop booms within China; China’s role in land deals in Southeast Asia; 
and Vietnamese investment in Cambodia. This book will be of interest to students and researchers of 
critical agrarian studies, with a focus on BRICS and MICs. It was originally published as a special issue 
of the journal Globalizations.

2017 The State of Food and Agriculture

One of the greatest challenges today is to end hunger and poverty while making agriculture and food 
systems sustainable. The challenge is daunting because of continued population growth, profound 
changes in food demand, and the threat of mass migration of rural youth in search of a better life. This 
report presents strategies that can leverage the potential of food systems to become the engine of 
inclusive economic development and rural prosperity in low-income countries. It analyses the structural 
and rural transformations now under way, and examines the opportunities and challenges they present 
to millions of small-scale food producers. It shows how an “agroterritorial” planning approach, focused 
on connecting cities and towns and their surrounding rural areas, combined with agro-industrial and 
infrastructure development can generate income opportunities throughout the food sector and underpin 
sustainable and inclusive rural transformation.

Handbook on Urban Food Security in the Global South

The ways in which the rapid urbanization of the Global South is transforming food systems and food 
supply chains, and the food security of urban populations is an often neglected topic. This international 
group of authors addresses this profound transformation from a variety of different perspectives and 
disciplinary lenses, providing an important corrective to the dominant view that food insecurity is a rural 
problem requiring increases in agricultural production.

A multi-billion-dollar opportunity – Repurposing agricultural support to transform food systems

Public support mechanisms for agriculture in many cases hinder the transformation towards healthier, 
more sustainable, equitable, and efficient food systems, thus actively steering us away from meeting 
the Sustainable Development Goals and targets of the Paris Agreement. This report sets out the 
compelling case for repurposing harmful agricultural producer support to reverse this situation, by 
optimizing the use of scarce public resources, strengthening economic recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic, and ultimately driving a food systems transformation that can support global sustainable 
development commitments. The report provides policymakers with an updated estimate of past and 
current agricultural producer support for 88 countries, projected up until 2030. The trends emerging 
from the analysis are a clear call for action at country, regional and global levels to phase out the 
most distortive, environmentally and socially harmful support, such as price incentives and coupled 
subsidies, and redirecting it towards investments in public goods and services for agriculture, such 
as research and development and infrastructure, as well as decoupled fiscal subsidies. Overall, the 
analysis highlights that, while removing and/or reducing harmful agricultural support is necessary, 
repurposing initiatives that include measures to minimize policy trade-offs will be needed to ensure 
a beneficial outcome overall. The report confirms that, while a few countries have started repurposing 
and reforming agricultural support, broader, deeper, and faster reforms are needed for food systems 
transformation. Thus, it provides guidance (in six steps) on how governments can repurpose agricultural 
producer support – and the reforms this will take.

National processes shaping food systems transformations

Governments and other food system actors from the private sector, civil society, research and education 
institutions are being called upon to work together to enhance the sustainability, resilience and 
inclusiveness of food systems. The analysis presented in this study provides an insight into the process 
and direction of food system transformation, and the key capabilities required. It portrays the interplay of 
different internal and external dynamics combined with the capacity of food system actors to connect, 



forge alliances and commit to specific actions that has enabled countries to move towards a more 
sustainable food system.

The Changing Face of Rural Space

Although at different stages of development, the countries of the Western Balkansâ€”Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbiaâ€”face similar 
challenges in transforming and modernizing their agricultural food production (agri-food) sectors. Their 
rural sectors have lagged behind the rest of the economy in growth and poverty reduction, their agri-food 
sectors are undercapitalized and highly fragmented, and their agro-processing capacities limited. 
Agricultural trade deficits are widening, climate change is posing increasing risks to farm incomes, 
and low-cost imports and changing consumer preferences are further eroding competitiveness. Added 
to this scenario are the challenges and opportunities of adopting the EU 'acquis communautaire' 
relating to agriculture. Based on recent World Bank reports prepared in collaboration with the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the European Commission Directorate General 
for Agriculture and Rural Development, 'The Changing Face of Rural Space: Agriculture and Rural 
Development in the Western Balkans' identifies what is constraining agricultural competitiveness in 
these countries, examines public expenditures in agriculture, and diagnoses key challenges for agricul-
tural policy makers. The book expands on previous findings to provide a strategic policy framework for 
transforming and modernizing the agri-food sector and, in the context of regionâ€™s ongoing process 
of integration with the European Union, creating a dynamic rural space in the Western Balkans. The 
book offers Western Balkan governments and international donors a shared vision of the goals and 
directions their agriculture and rural development policies and programs might take.

Food Systems Profile – Eswatini

Food systems are intimately linked to our lives – through the food we eat, our nutrition and health, our 
livelihoods, jobs, and the environment and natural resources of the planet. The main challenge for food 
systems is to produce nutritious food for all while preserving our biodiversity and environment and 
ensuring equitable distribution of wealth. This Food Systems Profile provides a summary of the main 
food system issues in Eswatini and highlights potential solutions for their sustainable and inclusive 
transformation. It is the result of a systemic analysis and stakeholders' consultation that was part of 
a global assessment of food systems in over 50 countries, following a joint initiative by the European 
Union, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and International Cooperation 
Centre of Agricultural Research for Development (CIRAD), which aims at catalysing the sustainable 
and inclusive transformation of food systems.

Peasants and Globalization

This book explores the historical and contemporary process of agrarian transformation in developing 
countries and its impact upon peasant livelihoods, examining contemporary processes of rural change 
through an historically-informed analytical lens.

2021 Global food policy report: Transforming food systems after COVID-19

The coronavirus pandemic has upended local, national, and global food systems, and put the Sustain-
able Development Goals further out of reach. But lessons from the world’s response to the pandemic 
can help address future shocks and contribute to food system change. In the 2021 Global Food Policy 
Report, IFPRI researchers and other food policy experts explore the impacts of the pandemic and 
government policy responses, particularly for the poor and disadvantaged, and consider what this 
means for transforming our food systems to be healthy, resilient, efficient, sustainable, and inclusive. 
Chapters in the report look at balancing health and economic policies, promoting healthy diets and 
nutrition, strengthening social protection policies and inclusion, integrating natural resource protection 
into food sector policies, and enhancing the contribution of the private sector. Regional sections look 
at the diverse experiences around the world, and a special section on finance looks at innovative ways 
of funding food system transformation. Critical questions addressed include: - Who felt the greatest 
impact from falling incomes and food system disruptions caused by the pandemic? - How can countries 
find an effective balance among health, economic, and social policies in the face of crisis? - How did 
lockdowns affect diet quality and quantity in rural and urban areas? - Do national social protection 
systems such as cash transfers have the capacity to protect poor and vulnerable groups in a global 
crisis? - Can better integration of agricultural and ecosystem polices help prevent the next pandemic? 



- How did companies accelerate ongoing trends in digitalization and integration to keep food supply 
chains moving? - What different challenges did the pandemic spark in Asia, Africa, and Latin America 
and how did these regions respond?

The future of food and agriculture: Trends and challenges

How can we achieve FAO’s original vision of a world free from hunger and malnutrition? The report 
sheds some light on the nature of the challenges that agriculture and food systems are facing now and 
throughout the 21st century, and provides some insights as to what is at stake and what needs to be 
done. What emerges is that “business as usual” is no longer an option but calls for major transformations 
in agricultural systems, in rural economies and in how we manage our natural resources. The report 
was undertaken for the quadrennial review of the FAO Strategic Framework and in preparation for the 
Organization’s Medium-Term Plan 2018-2021.

Agrifood systems transformation through a climate change lens

This paper discusses how adapting food production systems to respond to consumer demand for 
healthier diets is a major opportunity to mitigate and adapt to climate change in agro-rural economies. 
It also addresses how existing technological solutions for climate change mitigation and adaptation 
need to create more balance between the production and consumption tiers of agrifood systems. 
Policy dialogue includes managing trade-offs between different sector and stakeholder interests and 
exploring synergies rather than focusing on exclusivity and competition. This requires a new framework 
that goes beyond sector-specific policy development. Political economy issues compound the outcome 
of evidence-based policy dialogue results. For example, political motivation for exporting protein-rich 
foods may lead to negative impacts on local food sovereignty and food production for local markets. 
In this regard, the use of concrete policy dialogue tools (food-based dietary guidelines, land use 
planning and discussions on a protein production strategy) can facilitate a more interactive policy 
process. The document also stresses how specific rural transformation efforts (e.g., adopting territorial 
approaches for conceiving and implementing policies; targeting specific producer and consumer 
groups; strengthening resource ownership; and empowering women and young people) are an integral 
part of agrifood systems transformation.

The Transformation of Agri-food Systems

The driving forces of income growth, demographic shifts, globalisation and technical change have led 
to a reorganisation of food systems from farm to plate. The characteristics of supply chains - particularly 
the role of supermarkets - linking farmers have changed, from consumption and retail to wholesale, 
processing, procurement and production. This has had a dramatic effect on smallholder farmers, 
particularly in developing countries. This book presents a comprehensive framework for assessing 
the impacts of changing agri-food systems on smallholder farmers, recognising the importance of 
heterogeneity between developing countries as well as within them. The book includes a number 
of case studies from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe, which are used to illustrate 
differences in food systems' characteristics and trends. The country case studies explore impacts on 
the small farm sector across different countries, local contexts and farm types

Globalising Food

In an increasingly global world, societies are being provisioned from a bewildering array of sources 
as new countries and new food commodities are drawn into international markets. Globalising Food 
provides an innovative contribution to the area of political economy of agriculture, food and consumption 
through a revealing investigation of the globalisation and restructuring of localised agricultural sectors 
and food systems. The book draws on new theoretical perspectives and wide-ranging case studies 
from Britain, the USA, India, South Africa, New Zealand and Latin America. The key themes addresses 
range from giant multinational food corporations, rural industrialisation and World Bank policies, to the 
regulation of pollution, labour relations, urban food politics and environmental sustainability. Globalising 
Food offers important insights into the problems, consequences and limits of the industrialisation of 
agriculture and the provisioning of food in a global world as we approach the new millenium.

Economywide factors affecting agricultural growth and rural transformation: Highlights, lessons 
learned, and priorities for One CGIAR



At the start of CGIAR Research Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets (PIM) Phase 2 in 
2017, and later during the priority-setting round in 2019, each of the PIM research areas (‘flagships’) 
formulated key research questions they aimed to answer and identified theories of change and 
pathways to achieve impact. In this series, we share highlights of what we have learned and achieved 
and suggest areas to be explored in the future.

Food Systems Profile – Sierra Leone

The Food System Profile provides a summary of the main food system issues in Sierra Leone 
and highlights potential solutions for their sustainable and inclusive transformation. The result of a 
systemic analysis and stakeholders consultation, it is part of a large-scale assessment supported by 
the European Union, FAO and CIRAD in 50 countries.

Global Food Insecurity

Human-kind and ecological systems are currently facing one of the toughest challenges: how to feed 
more billions of people in the future within the perspective of climate change, energy shortages, 
economic crises and growing competition for the use of renewable and non renewable resources. This 
challenge is even more crucial given that we have not yet come close to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goal of halving the number of people living in extreme poverty and hunger. Scientists 
and relevant stakeholders are now voicing a clear message: that multiple challenges the world is facing 
require innovative, multifaceted, science-based, technological, economic and political approaches in 
theoretical thinking, decision making and action. With this background central to survival and well-being, 
the purpose of this volume is to formulate and promote relevant theoretical analysis and policy 
recommendations. The major perspective of this publication is that paradigm and policy shifts at all 
levels are needed urgently. This is based on the evidence that agriculture in the 21st century will be 
undergoing significant demands, arising largely from the need to increase the global food enterprise, 
while adjusting and contributing to climate change adaptation and mitigation. Global Food Insecurity 
aims at providing structure to effect achievement of this critically needed roadmap.

Pilot Digital Villages Initiative in Africa

The Digital Villages Initiative (DVI) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) is a corporate programme aiming to combat hunger, poverty and inequality by fostering digital 
rural transformation. This is being carried out through the establishment of, or support to 1 000 smart 
rural villages supplied with the digital services needed for agrifood systems and rural transformation to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The DVI supports the FAO Strategic Framework 
2022–2031, which responds to key global challenges, including those engendered by COVID-19, “a 
global crisis, which highlighted the critical mandate of FAO to ensure functioning and sustainable 
agrifood systems that allow for sufficient production and consumption of food” (FAO, 2021). The 
programme is being implemented in various regions of the world, including Africa. In sub-Africa, it is led 
by the Regional Office for Africa (RAF) of FAO and is being deployed on a pilot basis in a few countries. 
Lessons learned will be shared while opportunities for scaling up/replication in other countries will be 
explored. A call for expressions of interest was made to identify which countries were interested in 
participating in the initiative. Seven countries responded positively and have been preselected to be 
part of the initial pilot: Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Somalia.

Ending extreme poverty in rural areas - Sustaining livelihoods to leave no one behind

Sustainable Development Goal 1, ending poverty in all its forms, everywhere, is the most ambitious 
goal set by the 2030 Agenda. This Goal includes eradicating extreme poverty in the next 12 years, 
which will require more focused actions in addition to broad-based interventions. The question is: How 
can we achieve target 1.1 and overcome the many challenges that lie ahead? By gaining a deeper 
understanding of poverty, and the characteristics of the extreme rural poor in particular, the right policies 
can be put in place to reach those most in need. This report presents the contribution that agriculture, 
food systems and the sustainable use of natural resources can make to securing the livelihoods of the 
millions of poor people who struggle in our world.

Transforming the Rural



This book analyses the key global processes transforming rural spaces in the early 21st century – 
financialization; standardization; consumption, and commodification. Through detailed case studies, 
the book examines why these processes are important, how they work in practice, and the challenges 
they raise as well as opportunities created.

Improving social protection for rural populations in Europe and Central Asia

FAO’s Strategic Framework (2022–2031) envisages the transformation to more efficient, inclusive, 
resilient, and sustainable agrifood systems for better production, better nutrition, a better environment, 
and a better life, leaving no one behind. In this scope, FAO promotes inclusive economic growth by 
reducing inequalities between urban and rural areas, rich and poor countries, men and women to attain 
a better life for all. This report analyses the specific risks and vulnerabilities faced by rural populations 
in Europe and Central Asia. It highlights the gaps and barriers concerning social protection in the 
region, which present challenges for addressing the specific vulnerabilities of rural populations and 
helping them to better manage risks. The report discusses how social protection programmes should 
be designed and financed to contribute to more inclusive rural transformation processes, improved 
nutrition and dietary outcomes, women’s empowerment, and other social issues such as child labour. 
In this scope, the report specifies key entry points for FAO to improve social protection for rural 
populations in the region. The report concludes that, especially in the post-pandemic period, expanding 
the coverage, adequacy and comprehensiveness of social protection for rural populations is key to 
addressing food security and nutrition, rural poverty, developing agriculture, and building resilient and 
sustainable food systems in Europe and Central Asia.

Agricultural Transformation Centres in Africa - Practical guidance to promote inclusive agro-industrial 
development

Over the next ten years, the African rural space will be the theatre of profound changes as the 
activities envisaged for agricultural transformation are drastically scaled up. Increased food demand 
and changing consumption habits driven by demographic factors, such as population growth and 
urbanization, are already leading to a rapid increase of net food imports, opening a huge opportunity for 
the agribusiness sector of many African countries. Against this backdrop and in line with its mission to 
spur sustainable economic development and social progress, the African Development Bank (AfDB) in 
2016 launched Feed Africa, a strategy that is intended to contribute substantially to the transformation 
of African agriculture by 2025, and to reverse Africa's dependence on imported foods. As part of 
this strategy, AfDB is promoting the concept of staple crops processing zones (SCPZs), which are 
agrobased spatial development initiatives, designed to concentrate agro-processing activities within 
areas of high agricultural potential to boost productivity and integrate the production, processing and 
marketing of selected commodities. As essential components, SCPZs include an agro-processing hub, 
a number of agricultural transformation centres (ATCs) and agricultural production areas. The ATCs 
are designed to link smallholder farmers to the agro-processing hub and are strategically located in 
high production areas, with the aim of serving as aggregation points to accumulate products from the 
community to supply the hub for further value addition, or to send them to centres of great demand for 
distribution and retail to consumers. This study has attempted to assess the feasibility and applicability 
of the ATC concept to selected regions in Zambia, Côte d'Ivoire and the United Republic of Tanzania. 
Findings from the field have demonstrated the potential of ATCs to address community needs and 
constraints for a range of selected value chains, and have helped to identify different ATC models that 
could work in each specific context.

The central position of agriculture within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

This paper provides a helpful framing to understand both why and how policy attention and investments 
should be channeled through agriculture and agrifood systems as key vehicles for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It illustrates the ways in which agriculture, particularly within 
the context of food value chains, is uniquely positioned to holistically address the social, economic, 
and environmental dimensions of sustainable development because of its existing reach and future 
potential. In this paper’s examination of the multiplicity of entry points the sector offers for fostering 
inclusive and sustainable economic growth, reversing harmful environmental trends, and enhancing 
the resilience of the poorest and most vulnerable populations, it traces some of the most potent 
pathways for agricultural policies and interventions to accelerate development outcomes across all 
country contexts.

Gender and rural transformation



Rural transformation is central to the broader structural transformation process taking place in develop-
ing countries — fueled by the globalization of value chains, changing food systems, new technologies, 
conflict and displacement, and climate change, among other factors. Rural transformation refers to 
the process whereby rural economies diversify into nonfarm activities, agriculture becomes more 
capital-intensive and commercially oriented, and linkages with neighboring towns and cities grow and 
deepen (Berdegué, Rosada, and Bebbington 2014). It can bring about fundamental changes in the way 
businesses and households organize, such as the commercialization and diversification of agricultural 
production; increased agricultural productivity; migration; and the emergence of a broader set of rural 
livelihood activities.

Water Security Across the Gender Divide

This book examines water security as a prime example of how the economic, socio-cultural and 
political-normative systems that regulate access to water reflect the evolving and gendered power 
relations between different societal groups. Access to water is characterized by inequalities: it depends 
not only on natural water availability, but also on the respective socio-political context. It is regulated by 
gender-differentiated roles and responsibilities towards the resource, which are strongly influenced by, 
among others, tradition, religion, customary law, geographical availability, as well as the historical and 
socio-political context. While gender has been recognized as a key intervening variable in achieving 
equitable water access, most studies fail to acknowledge the deep interrelations between social 
structures and patterns of water use. Proof of these shortcomings is the enduring lack of data on water 
accessibility, availability and utilization that sufficiently acknowledges the relational nature of gender 
and other categories of power and difference, like class and socioeconomic status, as well as their 
comprehensive analysis. This book addresses this major research gap.

Transformation of Agri-Food Systems

'There should be a good market for this book. The topic is very timely and a major theme of the new 
World Development Report 2008. The editors and contributors are world class.'Derek Byerlee, World 
Bank'This is a topic of wide interest and high policy importance. The depth of coverage and excellent 
synthesis should ensure that the book will have a substantial market in high-level undergraduate and 
graduate courses in agricultural development. It will have a solid readership among development econ-
omists and policy makers as well.'Mark Rosegrant, International Food Policy Research InstituteThe 
driving forces of income growth, demographic shifts, globalization and technical change have led to a 
reorganization of food systems from farm to plate. The characteristics of supply chains - particularly 
the role of supermarkets - linking farmers have changed, from consumption and retail to wholesale, 
processing, procurement and production. This has had a dramatic effect on smallholder farmers, 
particularly in developing countries. This book presents a comprehensive framework for assessing 
the impacts of changing agri-food systems on smallholder farmers, recognizing the importance of 
heterogeneity between developing countries as well as within them. The book includes a number 
of case studies from Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern Europe, which are used to illustrate 
differences in food systems' characteristics and trends. The country case studies explore impacts on 
the small farm sector across different countries, local contexts and farm types.Published with FAO

Food Systems Profile – Kenya

Food systems are intimately linked to our lives – through the food we eat, our nutrition and health, 
our livelihoods, jobs, and the environment and natural resources of the planet. The main challenge for 
food systems is to produce nutritious food for all while preserving our biodiversity and environment 
and ensuring equitable distribution of wealth. This Food Systems Profile provides a summary of the 
main food system issues in Kenya and highlights potential solutions for their sustainable and inclusive 
transformation. It is the result of a systemic analysis and stakeholders' consultation that was part of 
a global assessment of food systems in over 50 countries, following a joint initiative by the European 
Union, FAO, and CIRAD which aims at catalysing the sustainable and inclusive transformation of food 
systems.

Food Systems Profile – The Lao People's Democratic Republic

Food systems are intimately linked to our lives – through the food we eat, our nutrition and health, 
our livelihoods, jobs, and the environment and natural resources of the planet. The main challenge for 
food systems is to produce nutritious food for all while preserving our biodiversity and environment 



and ensuring equitable distribution of wealth. This Food Systems Profile provides a summary of the 
main food system issues in The Lao People's Democratic Republic and highlights potential solutions for 
their sustainable and inclusive transformation. It is the result of a systemic analysis and stakeholders 
consultation that was part of a global assessment of food systems in over 50 countries, following 
a joint initiative by the EU, FAO, and CIRAD which aims at catalyzing the sustainable and inclusive 
transformation of food systems.

Ireland’s journey towards sustainable food systems

The intention of this case study is to learn from the institutional and programmatic processes that 
have sustained the transformation of Ireland’s food system so that other countries might be inspired 
by ideas and practices that could be potentially adapted to their own journey towards a sustainable 
food system. The country’s trajectory from small-scale farming focused on commodity exports with 
little value addition, to gradual integration into high-value international supply chains, alongside its 
current ambition to contribute to solving world hunger, reflect the profound shifts that have taken place 
within and around the boundaries of Ireland’s food system. Ireland’s transformation demonstrates the 
complexity of multiple drivers (policies, investments, market trends and disruptions) simultaneously 
at play as food systems evolve. At present, the top challenges in agri-food concern the environment, 
human health and nutrition.

Food systems profile – Bhutan

The Food System Profile provides a summary of the main food system issues in Bhutan and highlights 
potential solutions for their sustainable and inclusive transformation. The result of a systemic analysis 
and stakeholders consultation, it is part of a large-scale assessment supported by the European Union, 
FAO and CIRAD in 50 countries.

Background Notes on Sustainable, Productive and Resilient Agro-Food Systems: Value chains, 
human capital, and the 2030 Agenda

Agricultural production more than tripled between 1960 and 2015, owing in part to productivity-enhanc-
ing technologies and a significant expansion in the use of land, water, and other natural resources for 
agricultural purposes. Today, more than ever, agriculture faces multiple and complex challenges. It has 
to provide sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to meet boosting demand by a growing and progressively 
more prosperous population, and ensure food security for all. Prepared to support the G20 Presidency 
of Japan and the G20 Agriculture Deputies, these three background notes provide an overview on the 
following interlinked issues: (i) the policy challenges for strengthening the participation of farmers into 
modern value chains and promoting value addition, inclusion, sustainability and rural economic growth; 
(ii) the need for a transformation in the skillset of agricultural workers and a renewed focus on human 
capital development in agriculture, and (iii) the contribution of agriculture to the realization of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Drivers and disruptors shaping the future of agriculture and the food system in LAC: Climate change 
and trade tensions

Agri-food production remains vital to the economies in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). Food 
systems are rapidly changing and are driven by income growth, (urban) population growth, shifts in 
dietary preferences, and agricultural productivity growth. Food systems are also under threat from 
disrupters like climate change and distorting policies (including trade wars). This paper makes two 
quantitative, forward-looking assessments for the future of food and agriculture in the LAC region. The 
first focuses on the long-term prospects - given projected pathways for the main drivers and under 
the threat of climate change. The second focuses on current vulnerability of LACs agri-food system 
to short-term disrupters with special reference to impacts of global trade wars and the prospects for 
reducing that vulnerability. The implications are not uniform across the countries in the region, but vary 
greatly depending on economic and demographic size, contribution of the agricultural sector to national 
GDP, natural resource endowments, ecological and climatic characteristics, level of sophistication of 
rural and agrarian institutions, available technology, farm-size distribution and tenure systems. Policy 
interventions to address the challenges will need to consider those differences in initial conditions. The 
foresight assessments are built on IFPRI’s core global model frameworks, IMPACT and MIRAGRODEP. 
They allow to capture the complexity of agri-food system development and the scenario analysis helps 
quantify the relative importance of the drivers and disruptors of food system change, which in turn 



should be of essential to policymakers in setting priorities for steering towards sustainable and stable 
food systems capable of meeting twenty-first century challenges.

Improving investment in research and innovation to transform agrifood systems in the Global South

Rapid structural transformation and urbanization are transforming agriculture and food production in 
rural areas across the world. This textbook provides a comprehensive review and assessment of the 
multi-faceted nature of agriculture and rural development, particularly in the developing world, where 
the greatest challenges occur. It is designed around five thematic parts: Agricultural Intensification and 
Technical Change; Political Economy of Agricultural Policies; Community and Rural Institutions; Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Health; and Future Relevance of International Institutions. Each chapter presents 
a detailed but accessible review of the literature on the specific topic and discusses the frontiers in 
research and institutional changes needed as societies adapt to the transformation processes. All 
authors are eminent scholars with international reputations, who have been actively engaged in the 
contemporary debates around agricultural development and rural transformation.

Agriculture and Rural Development in a Globalizing World

Includes papers and case studies presented at a FAO workshop held in Rome, Italy from 8 to 10 
October 2003

Globalization of Food Systems in Developing Countries

The subject of food security and land issues in Africa has become one of increased importance 
and contention over recent years. In particular, the focus has shifted to the role new global South 
donors - especially India, China and Brazil - are playing in shaping African agriculture through their 
increased involvement and investment in the continent. Approaching the topic through the framework 
of South-South co-operation, this highly original volume presents a critical analysis of the ways in which 
Chinese, Indian and Brazilian engagements in African agriculture are structured and implemented. Do 
these investments have the potential to create new opportunities to improve local living standards, 
transfer new technology and knowhow to African producers, and reverse the persistent productivity 
decline in African agriculture? Or will they simply aggravate the problem of food insecurity by accel-
erating the process of land alienation and displacement of local people from their land? Topical and 
comprehensive, Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa offers fresh insight into a set of 
relationships that will shape both Africa and the world over the coming decades.

Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa

The recent history of rural economic transformation in Myanmar and the effects of COVID-19 and 
the military coup in February 2021 provide important lessons for the design and implementation of 
plans to help the country recover from these scourges. The impoverishment of farming communities in 
Myanmar during decades of socialist military rule, beginning in the 1960s until the turn of the century, 
led to an outflux of migrants to neighboring countries. As the country opened up to foreign investment 
through economic reforms initiated in 2011, rural wages surged and farm mechanization services 
expanded rapidly. Together with increased remittance flows from migrants, higher rural household 
incomes drove growth in a wide range of non-farm service enterprises. Nevertheless, agricultural 
growth was low and most crop subsectors stagnated due to underlying and unresolved structural 
constraints such as poor infrastructure and inequality in land access. As in many other countries in Asia, 
border closures and lockdowns instituted to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in early 2020 resulted in 
widespread employment and income losses. The Myanmar government pro-actively sought to mitigate 
the impacts through expanded credit to farmers and businesses. By the end of 2020, Myanmar was 
beginning to recover from the economic stresses of COVID-19. However, the February 2021 military 
coup resulted in a far more severe economic downturn than COVID-19 due to the collapse of the 
financial system, the massive resignations by public sector employees, and the prolonged movement 
restrictions. Coup-induced state failure greatly magnified the health and economic consequences of 
COVID-19 in terms of poverty, food insecurity, and stalled economic transformation. This paper uses a 
combination of macro, meso, and micro-level analyses to measure the impacts of COVID-19 and state 
failure on rural economic transformation through the lens of the agri-food system, and to draw lessons 
for policies to support broad-based and resilient economic recovery.



Beyond emergency relief: What will it take to ensure a resilient recovery for agriculture and the rural 
economy of Myanmar

Financialization is one of the key drivers transforming food systems and rural economies globally. This 
book explores the connection between financialization, food systems, and rural transformation.

The Financialization of Agri-Food Systems

In a time of great agricultural and rural change, the notion of 'multifunctionality' has remained un-
der-theorized and poorly linked to wider debates in the social sciences. This book analyses the extent 
to which the proposed transition towards post-productivist agriculture holds up to scientific scrutiny, 
and proposes a modified productivist/non-productivist model that better encapsulates the complexity of 
agricultural and rural change. By combining existing notions and concepts, this book (re)conceptualizes 
agricultural change, creating a new transition theory, and a new way of looking at the future of 
agriculture.

Multifunctional Agriculture

Collection of conference papers on the impact of agricultural development on rural area poverty in 
developing countries, partic. India - analyses poverty concepts and trends, dynamics of agricultural 
production, agricultural technology and agricultural price, role of infrastructure development, and 
relationship between the green revolution and equitable income distribution; considers the agricultural 
income approach to poverty measurement; reports on the Japanese experience. Graphs, references, 
statistical tables. Conference held in New Delhi 1982 Apr 11 to 14.

Agricultural Change and Rural Poverty
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