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Explore common economic misperceptions that influence public understanding and decision-making. 
Uncover widespread economic myths and the cognitive biases affecting how we interpret financial 
phenomena, crucial for improving financial literacy and a clearer view of the economy.

Thousands of students rely on our textbook collection to support their coursework and 
exam preparation.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Debunking Economic Myths is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Debunking Economic Myths completely free of 
charge.

Misperceptions of Economic Phenomena

This insightful and comprehensive book uses theoretical and empirical studies to debunk contemporary 
illusions about the functionality of economies and examines the phenomena of economic magic and 
economic black magic. Norman C. Miller considers 11 economic myths, three of which are the theory 
that excessive imports reduce employment as firms are forced to downsize or shut down, that a more 
equal distribution of income kills incentives and reduces economic growth rates and the myth that a 
higher minimum wage always generates a net decrease in employment.

Misperceptions of Economic Phenomena

This is the first book to explain why people misunderstand economics. From the cognitive shortcuts we 
use to make sense of complex information, to the metaphors we rely on and their effect on our thinking, 
this important book lays bare not only the psychological traits that distort our ability to understand 
such a vital topic, but also what this means for policy makers and civil society more widely. Accessibly 
written, the book explores the mismatch between the complexities of economics and the constraints 
of human cognition that lie at the root of our misconceptions. The authors document and explain the 
gamut of cognitive strategies laypeople employ as they grapple with such complex topics as inflation, 
unemployment, economic crises, finance, and money in the modern economy. The book examines 
sources of misconceptions ranging from the intentionality fallacy, whereby economic phenomena 
are assumed to have been caused deliberately rather than to have come about by an interplay of 
many agents and causal factors, to the role of ideology in framing economic thinking. Exposing the 
underlying biases and assumptions that undermine financial and economic literacy, and concluding 
with recommendations for how policies and ideas should be framed to enable a clearer understanding, 
this will be essential reading not only for students and researchers across psychology and economics, 
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but also anyone interested in progressive public policy. Visit the associated website for the book here: 
http://www.misunderstandeconomics.com/

Macroeconomics

East Asia's dynamic entrance into the global economy has provided a fruitful avenue for research in 
economic sociology. In this perceptive and timely volume, authors Nicole Woolsey Biggart, Gary G. 
Hamilton, and the late Marco Orru theorize Asian capitalism and analyze the economic organization 
of East Asia. Presenting differing dimensions of a Weberian perspective, the authors first provide a 
theoretical grounding, then consider capitalism in East Asia comparatively, and finally contrast the 
economies of East Asia and Europe. The Economic Organization of East Asian Capitalism shows how 
radically different social and cultural institutions can lead to economies that are organized and work in 
remarkably similar ways. This thought-provoking volume will be essential for students and professionals 
in the fields of political science, management, third world studies, sociology, international relations, 
international business, and cross-cultural studies.

Economic Myths and Magic

Inflation is a simple topic, in that the basic concepts are something that everyone can understand. 
However, inflation is not a simplistic topic. The composition of inflation and what the different inflation 
measures try to represent cannot be summarised with a single line on a chart or a casual reference 
to a solitary data point. Investors very often fail to understand the detail behind inflation, and end up 
making bad investment decisions as a result. The Truth About Inflation does not set out to forecast 
inflation, but to help improve its understanding, so that investors can make better decisions to achieve 
the real returns that they need. Starting with a summary of long history of inflation, the drivers of 
price change are considered. Many of the "urban myths" that have built up about inflation are shown 
to be a consequence of irrational judgement or political scaremongering. Some behaviour, like the 
unhealthy veneration of gold as a means of inflation protection, is shown to be the result of historical 
accident. In the modern era of lower nominal investment returns, inflation inequality (whereby some 
groups experience persistently higher inflation than others) is a very important consideration. This book 
sets out the realities of price changes in the modern investing environment, without using economic 
equations or jargon. It gives investors the framework they need to think about inflation and how to 
protect themselves against it, whether the aggregate inflation of the future rises or falls from current 
levels.

How We Misunderstand Economics and Why it Matters

Motivated by the desire to explain how Americans perceive and evaluate inequality and related 
programs and policies, the authors conducted a national survey of beliefs about social and economic 
inequality in America. Here they present the results of their research on the structure, determinants, 
and certain political and personal consequences of these beliefs. The presentations serve two major 
goals; to describe and explain the central features of Americans' images of inequality. Beliefs About 
Inequality begins with a focus on people's perceptions of the most basic elements of inequality: the 
availability of opportunity in society, the causes of economic achievements, and the benefits and costs 
of equality and inequality. The book's analysis of the public's beliefs on these key issues is based on 
fundamental theories of social psychology and lays the groundwork for understanding how Americans 
evaluate inequality-related policies. The authors discuss the ultimate determinants of beliefs and the 
implications of their findings for social policies related to inequality. They propose that attitudes toward 
economic inequality and related policy are influenced by three major aspects of the current American 
social, economic, and political environment: a stable "dominant ideology" about economic inequality; 
individuals' social and economic status; and specific beliefs and attitudes, often reflecting "social 
liberalism" shaped by recent political debates and events. "a superb piece of scholarship, combining 
substantive ambition and theoretical depth with analytical clarity and sophistication."--Public Opinion 
Quarterly James R. Kluegel is chairman of the Department of Sociology at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of Evaluating Contemporary Juvenile Justice. Eliot R. Smith is 
professor of psychology at Indiana University. He is the author of Social Psychology.



The Economic Organization of East Asian Capitalism

Peter A. Diamond discusses search equilibrium as a framework for integrating micro and macroeco-
nomics.

The Truth About Inflation

The advent of e-commerce and the rise of hard discounters have put severe pressure on traditional 
retail chains. Boundaries are blurring: traditional brick & mortar players are expanding their online 
operations and/or setting up their own discount banners, while the power houses of online retail 
are going physical, and hard discounters get caught up in the Wheel of Retailing. Even successful 
companies cannot sit back and rest, but need to prepare for the next wave of change. In the face of 
this complexity, it is all the more important to take stock of current knowledge, based on insights and 
experience from leading scholars in the field. What do we know from extant studies, and what are the 
ensuing best practices? What evolutions are ahead, and will current recipes still work in the future? 
This Handbook sheds light on these issues.

Beliefs About Inequality

Focuses on the actual pre-reform conditions including the widerspread private, informal economic 
activity.

A Search-equilibrium Approach to the Micro Foundations of Macroeconomics

Transitions from socialism to capitalism are complex, both in theory and practice. Russian Economic 
Reform enables the reader to come to a much better understanding of these momentous changes, by 
providing a clear and accessible account of the major features of transition. It argues that attempts to 
portray the reform process is a disaster are misconceived, because they fail to take account of just 
how badly the pre-reform economy was doing. Many of the problems that are emerging now have their 
antecedents in the earlier economic system.

Marketing

Why isn't society doing better economically, socially and environmentally? Why have the advances in 
science and technology not led to more wealth, well-being and a brighter outlook for humanity? This 
book argues part of the blame lies with the theory and practice of economics. Standard economics is 
based on poorly conceived premises and method, resulting in misguided policy prescriptions. These 
helped cause the 2007 crisis, inhibit economic recovery, foster future crises, and restrain society in 
addressing its social and environmental problems. The book shows that what is considered responsible 
economic, financial and fiscal policy puts society in an economic straightjacket that prevents the full 
development of its productive potential. It presents the outline of a new economics, a social science that 
can help generate the productive potential to create a dynamic, socially equitable and environmentally 
sustainable society.

Selected Aspects of Consumer Behavior

This is a volume about the scientific study of thinking: its possibility, its part state and its future prospects.

Reworking the World

Uncertainty in Economics: Readings and Exercises provides information pertinent to the fundamental 
aspects of the economics of uncertainty. This book discusses ho uncertainty affects both individual 
behavior and standard equilibrium theory. Organized into three parts encompassing 30 chapters, 
this book begins with an overview of the relevance of expected utility maximization for positive and 
normative theories of individual choice. This text then examines the biases in judgments, which reveal 
some heuristics of thinking under uncertainty. Other chapters consider the effect of restricting trade 
in contingent commodities to those trades that can be affected through the stock and bond markets. 
This book discusses as well the individual problem of sequential choice and equilibria, which are built 
around the notion of sequential choice. The final chapter deals with an entirely different aspect of the 
economics of information and reverts to the assumption that markets are perfect and costless. This 
book is a valuable resource for economists and students.



The Vital Majority

Estimates indicate that as many as 1 in 4 Americans will experience a mental health problem or will 
misuse alcohol or drugs in their lifetimes. These disorders are among the most highly stigmatized 
health conditions in the United States, and they remain barriers to full participation in society in areas 
as basic as education, housing, and employment. Improving the lives of people with mental health 
and substance abuse disorders has been a priority in the United States for more than 50 years. The 
Community Mental Health Act of 1963 is considered a major turning point in America's efforts to 
improve behavioral healthcare. It ushered in an era of optimism and hope and laid the groundwork 
for the consumer movement and new models of recovery. The consumer movement gave voice to 
people with mental and substance use disorders and brought their perspectives and experience into 
national discussions about mental health. However over the same 50-year period, positive change in 
American public attitudes and beliefs about mental and substance use disorders has lagged behind 
these advances. Stigma is a complex social phenomenon based on a relationship between an attribute 
and a stereotype that assigns undesirable labels, qualities, and behaviors to a person with that attribute. 
Labeled individuals are then socially devalued, which leads to inequality and discrimination. This 
report contributes to national efforts to understand and change attitudes, beliefs and behaviors that 
can lead to stigma and discrimination. Changing stigma in a lasting way will require coordinated 
efforts, which are based on the best possible evidence, supported at the national level with multiyear 
funding, and planned and implemented by an effective coalition of representative stakeholders. Ending 
Discrimination Against People with Mental and Substance Use Disorders: The Evidence for Stigma 
Change explores stigma and discrimination faced by individuals with mental or substance use disorders 
and recommends effective strategies for reducing stigma and encouraging people to seek treatment 
and other supportive services. It offers a set of conclusions and recommendations about successful 
stigma change strategies and the research needed to inform and evaluate these efforts in the United 
States.

Handbook of Research on Retailing

This Handbook is a unique and original contribution of over thirty chapters on behavioural economics, 
examining and addressing an important stream of research where the starting assumption is that 
decision-makers are for the most part relatively smart or rational. This particular approach is in 
contrast to a theme running through much contemporary work where individuals’ behaviour is deemed 
irrational, biased, and error-prone, often due to how people are hardwired. In the smart people 
approach, where errors or biases occur and when social dilemmas arise, more often than not, improving 
the decision-making environment can repair these problems without hijacking or manipulating the 
preferences of decision-makers. This book covers a wide-range of themes from micro to macro, 
including various sub-disciplines within economics such as economic psychology, heuristics, fast 
and slow-thinking, neuroeconomics, experiments, the capabilities approach, institutional economics, 
methodology, nudging, ethics, and public policy.

Russian Economic Reform

This work is organized in seven sections around major themes of socio-economics. The first section 
outlines socio-economics in an historical perspective, drawing on the "Methodenstreit" in the German 
school of economics at the turn of the century. Four additional essays view economic behaviour from 
the perspective of psychology, sociology and values outside the realm of economics. The second 
section of the book explores the process of choice and goals made by the variety of economic factors, 
among them factors that influence choices, values and motivations outside economics. The next two 
sections, each containing three papers, examine executive leadership and entrepreneurship from the 
broader socio-economic perspective. Section five includes papers that deal with the role of institutions 
in the modern political economy. It develops an institutional theory of markets, firms, human values in 
economic behaviour and investment in ethnic goals and morality. Section six focuses on the modern 
corporate culture considering collective human capital. The final three papers examine the boundaries 
that embrace the processes and activities of firms. They consider the bonds and relationships that 
develop between firms and organizations in the modern political economy.

Russian Economic Reform

50 Great Myths of Popular Psychology uses popular myths as a vehicle for helping students and 
laypersons to distinguish science from pseudoscience. Uses common myths as a vehicle for exploring 



how to distinguish factual from fictional claims in popular psychology Explores topics that readers will 
relate to, but often misunderstand, such as 'opposites attract', 'people use only 10% of their brains', 
and 'handwriting reveals your personality' Provides a 'mythbusting kit' for evaluating folk psychology 
claims in everyday life Teaches essential critical thinking skills through detailed discussions of each 
myth Includes over 200 additional psychological myths for readers to explore Contains an Appendix of 
useful Web Sites for examining psychological myths Features a postscript of remarkable psychological 
findings that sound like myths but that are true Engaging and accessible writing style that appeals to 
students and lay readers alike

Economics Selections

Covers research in the behavior of regulated industries, the economic analysis of organizations, and 
more generally, applied microeconomics.

Economics Selections: An International Bibliography

Exploring the wealth of career opportunities open to those with an interest in economics, Pryce, Ross, 
Birdi, and Harwood reflect on how students can become successful economists. An ideal complement 
to skills and employability modules on economics courses, or as pre-course reading, the authors 
explain the attributes that employers want and guide students to assemble the essential toolkit that 
all good economists need. The content uniquely brings together chapters which demystify the roles 
and industries that typically recruit economists; explore the importance of strong communication, 
quantitative, and broader soft skills and how to develop these; and coaches readers through the 
application and interview process for graduate positions. Readers will benefit from candid reflections 
on the advantages and drawbacks of particular career paths as well as the insights contributed by 
the authors, recent graduates,and experienced industry professionals. Professionals with experience 
working in industries such as financial services, government and policy, journalism, and consultancy 
participated in conversations with the authors about their careers. The valuable insights and advice they 
shared are included throughout the book and full video interviews can be found either in the e-book 
version of this title, or with the accompanying online resources. Digital formats and resourcesThis book 
is available for students and institutions to purchase in a variety of formats, and is supported by online 
resources. The e-book offers a mobile experience and convenient access along with video content 
capturing conversations between the authors and practitioners and links that offer extra learning 
support: www.oxfordtextbooks.co.uk/ebooks

Crisis, Economics and the Emperor's Clothes

A leading economist contends that the recent financial crisis was caused not by the failure of main-
stream economics but by corrupted monetary data constructed without reference to economics. Blame 
for the recent financial crisis and subsequent recession has commonly been assigned to everyone from 
Wall Street firms to individual homeowners. It has been widely argued that the crisis and recession were 
caused by “greed” and the failure of mainstream economics. In Getting It Wrong, leading economist 
William Barnett argues instead that there was too little use of the relevant economics, especially from 
the literature on economic measurement. Barnett contends that as financial instruments became more 
complex, the simple-sum monetary aggregation formulas used by central banks, including the U.S. 
Federal Reserve, became obsolete. Instead, a major increase in public availability of best-practice 
data was needed. Households, firms, and governments, lacking the requisite information, incorrectly 
assessed systemic risk and significantly increased their leverage and risk-taking activities. Better 
financial data, Barnett argues, could have signaled the misperceptions and prevented the erroneous 
systemic-risk assessments. When extensive, best-practice information is not available from the central 
bank, increased regulation can constrain the adverse consequences of ill-informed decisions. Instead, 
there was deregulation. The result, Barnett argues, was a worst-case toxic mix: increasing complexity 
of financial instruments, inadequate and poor-quality data, and declining regulation. Following his 
accessible narrative of the deep causes of the crisis and the long history of private and public 
errors, Barnett provides technical appendixes, containing the mathematical analysis supporting his 
arguments.



Thinking

This study offers an international review of the initial applications of behavioural economics to policy, 
with a particular focus on regulatory policy.

Uncertainty in Economics

David Colander has been writing about economic methodology for over 30 years, but he goes out of 
his way to emphasize that he does not see himself as a methodologist. His pragmatic methodology 
is applicable to what economists are doing and attempts to answer questions that all economists 
face as they go about their work. The articles collected in this volume are divided, with the first part 
providing a framework underlying Colander’s methodology and introducing Colander’s methodology 
for economic policy within that framework. Part two presents Colander’s view on the methodology for 
microeconomics, while part three looks at Colander’s methodology for macroeconomics. The book 
closes with discussions of broader issues.

Ending Discrimination Against People with Mental and Substance Use Disorders

This book presents essential insights on environmental policy derived from behavioral economics. 
The authors demonstrate the potential of behavioral economics to drive environmental protection 
and to generate concrete proposals for the efficient design of policy instruments. Moreover, detailed 
recommendations on how to use “nudges” and related instruments to move industry and society toward 
a sustainable course are presented. This book addresses the needs of environmental economists, 
behavioral economists and environmental policymakers, as well as all readers interested in the 
intersection between behavioral economics and environmental policy.

Handbook of Behavioural Economics and Smart Decision-Making

The ideas and empirical results presented in this book are the result of ongoing research on a wide 
range of strategic management issues for more than two decades. The book's objective is to bring 
these results together and indicate the implications and directions for future research.

Socio-economics

This fifth volume of The Foundations of Behavioral Economic Analysis covers behavioral models of 
learning. It is an essential guide for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students seeking a 
concise and focused text on this important subject, and examines heuristics and biases in judgment 
and decision making, mental accounting, and behavioral finance and bounded rationality. This updated 
extract from Dhami's leading textbook allows the reader to pursue subsections of this vast and rapidly 
growing field and to tailor their reading to their specific interests in behavioral economics.

50 Great Myths of Popular Psychology

This book presents new data to give an overview of shadow economies from OECD countries and 
propose solutions to prevent illicit work.

Bell Journal of Economics

How to be a Successful Economist
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