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Explore comprehensive studies delving into China's historical development of nuclear weapons and its 
profound implications for international security. This research meticulously examines the complexities 
of nuclear proliferation, Chinese nuclear program strategies, and the ongoing debates surrounding 
arms control, offering critical insights into a pivotal aspect of global geopolitics.
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China Builds the Bomb

A pioneering political-scientific history. . . . Lucidly composed, meticulously documented, and hand-
somely presented. The Annals A fascinating and compelling story of the beginnings of the Chinese 
nuclear weapon program. Arms Control Today"

China and International Nuclear Weapons Proliferation

This book explores China’s approach to the nuclear programs in Pakistan, Iran, and North Korea. 
A major power with access to nuclear technology, China has a significant impact on international 
nuclear weapons proliferation, but its attitude towards the spread of the bomb has been inconsistent. 
China’s mixed record raises a broader question: why, when and how do states support potential nuclear 
proliferators? This book develops a framework for analyzing such questions, by putting forth three 
factors that are likely to determine a state’s policy: (1) the risk of changes in the nuclear status or 
military doctrines of competitors; (2) the recipient’s status and strategic value; and (3) the extent of 
pressure from third parties to halt nuclear assistance. It then demonstrates how these factors help 
explain China’s policies towards Pakistan, Iran, and North Korea. Overall, the book finds that China 
has been a selective and strategic supporter of nuclear proliferators. While nuclear proliferation is a 
security challenge to China in some settings, in others, it wants to help its friends build the bomb. This 
book will be of much interest to students of international security, nuclear proliferation, Chinese foreign 
policy and International Relations in general.

Nuclear Politics

A comprehensive theory of the causes of nuclear proliferation, alongside an in-depth analysis of sixteen 
historical cases of nuclear development.

English-Chinese, Chinese-English Nuclear Security Glossary
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The U.S. National Academies Committee on International Security and Arms Control (CISAC) and the 
Chinese Scientists Group on Arms Control (CSGAC) of the Chinese People's Association for Peace and 
Disarmament have jointly produced a Chinese - English English - Chinese Nuclear Security Glossary. 
This glossary of approximately 1000 terms is built on 20 years of joint discussions on nuclear arms 
control, nuclear nonproliferation, nuclear energy, and regional security issues and is intended to remove 
barriers to progress in exchanges and diplomatic, cooperative, or other activities where unambiguous 
understanding is essential.

Seeking the Bomb

The first systematic look at the different strategies that states employ in their pursuit of nuclear weapons 
Much of the work on nuclear proliferation has focused on why states pursue nuclear weapons. The 
question of how states pursue nuclear weapons has received little attention. Seeking the Bomb is the 
first book to analyze this topic by examining which strategies of nuclear proliferation are available to 
aspirants, why aspirants select one strategy over another, and how this matters to international politics. 
Looking at a wide range of nations, from India and Japan to the Soviet Union and North Korea to Iraq 
and Iran, Vipin Narang develops an original typology of proliferation strategies—hedging, sprinting, 
sheltered pursuit, and hiding. Each strategy of proliferation provides different opportunities for the 
development of nuclear weapons, while at the same time presenting distinct vulnerabilities that can be 
exploited to prevent states from doing so. Narang delves into the crucial implications these strategies 
have for nuclear proliferation and international security. Hiders, for example, are especially disruptive 
since either they successfully attain nuclear weapons, irrevocably altering the global power structure, 
or they are discovered, potentially triggering serious crises or war, as external powers try to halt or 
reverse a previously clandestine nuclear weapons program. As the international community confronts 
the next generation of potential nuclear proliferators, Seeking the Bomb explores how global conflict 
and stability are shaped by the ruthlessly pragmatic ways states choose strategies of proliferation.

The Nuclear Renaissance and International Security

Interest in nuclear energy has surged in recent years, yet there are risks that accompany the global 
diffusion of nuclear power—especially the possibility that the spread of nuclear energy will facilitate 
nuclear weapons proliferation. In this book, leading experts analyze the tradeoffs associated with 
nuclear energy and put the nuclear renaissance in historical context, evaluating both the causes and 
the strategic effects of nuclear energy development. They probe critical issues relating to the nuclear 
renaissance, including if and how peaceful nuclear programs contribute to nuclear weapons prolifer-
ation, whether the diffusion of nuclear technologies lead to an increase in the trafficking of nuclear 
materials, and under what circumstances the diffusion of nuclear technologies and latent nuclear 
weapons capabilities can influence international stability and conflict. The book will help scholars and 
policymakers understand why countries are pursuing nuclear energy and evaluate whether this is a 
trend we should welcome or fear.

Managing US-China Nuclear Risks: A Guide for Australia

There is a small risk of deliberate nuclear use and a larger risk of inadvertent nuclear use in a future 
US-China conflict, both of which could increase if the possibility of conflict grows or if Washington or 
Beijing pursue more ambitious nuclear strategies. China’s nuclear strategy has to date focused on 
deterring an adversary’s nuclear threats and use. While its recent nuclear arsenal modernisation is 
consistent with this strategy, Beijing has acquired new capabilities that could enable a shift to a nuclear 
first-use strategy. The United States and China are not in a nuclear arms race. Nevertheless, efforts by 
the United States to maintain its current margin of superiority over China’s nuclear forces, or to deter 
North Korea or Russia, could prompt further growth in China’s arsenal. Australia’s interests would be 
best served by an allied military strategy for countering China that emphasises robust conventional 
capabilities, relies on US nuclear weapons to deter the unlikely prospect of Chinese nuclear first-use, 
and strives to mitigate the risks of inadvertent nuclear escalation. Australia should work through existing 
mechanisms for consultation in the alliance, as well as multilateral fora, to lessen the risks of nuclear 
use in a future US-China conflict scenario and support informal arms control among the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council.

China and Global Nuclear Order



How has China shaped global nuclear order? This book offers an empirically rich study of Chinese 
nuclear weapons behaviour and the impact of this behaviour on global nuclear politics since 1949.

The Minimum Means of Reprisal

An analysis of China's nuclear and space capabilities, deployment strategies, and stance in arms 
control negotiations, and the implications for U.S. defense strategy. In The Minimum Means of Reprisal, 
Jeffrey Lewis examines China's nuclear and space capabilities and deployment strategies, as well as 
the Chinese government's stance in arms control negotiations. Lewis finds that Chinese officials hold a 
"restrained view" about the role of nuclear weapons in national security and maintain a limited nuclear 
capacity sufficient to deter attack but not large enough for control of these weapons to be compromised. 
The future of cooperative security arrangements in space will depend largely on the U.S.-Chinese 
relationship, and Lewis warns that changes in U.S. defense strategy, including the weaponization of 
space, could signal to China that its capabilities are not sufficient to deter the United States from the 
use of force. Such a shift could cause China to reconsider its use of restraint in nuclear strategy, further 
damaging the already weakened arms control regime and increasing the nuclear threat to the United 
States and the world.

Building a Road to Nuclear Disarmament

This book while comprehending the contemporary global security environment, offers a new roadmap 
for nuclear disarmament by creating a balance between deterrence supporters and disarmament 
advocators. The author identifies the divide between competing approaches such as traditional securi-
ty-centric aspects and humanity-centered disarmament perspectives, tackling the complex question of 
how to balance some states’ requirements for effective nuclear deterrence with other states’ long-term 
desire for a nuclear-free world. The book explores how new technologies such as cyber and Artificial 
Intelligence advances are available to more countries than nuclear technology, and could level the 
playing field for weaker nuclear weapons states. It also looks into the issues which continue to be 
obstacles in the way of convincing the nuclear weapon states on nuclear disarmament presented in this 
volume. The author argues that the gap between states' security needs and disarmament aspirations 
can be bridged by building a new roadmap and creating new security environment. This volume will 
be of great interest to students and scholars, researchers, policymakers, NGOs and members of the 
diplomatic community, in the fields of security studies, strategic studies and nuclear policy.

The Rise of China in Asia

This book provides a coherent, innovative, and multidisciplinary examination of the potential effects of 
AI technology on nuclear strategy and escalation risk. Its findings have significant theoretical and policy 
ramifications, as well as contributing to the literature on the impact of military force and technological 
change.

AI and the Bomb

While China's economic rise is being watched closely around the world, the country's changing 
political landscape is intriguing, as well. Forces unleashed by market reforms are profoundly recasting 
state-society relations. Will the Middle Kingdom transition rapidly, slowly, or not at all to political 
democracy? In China's Changing Political Landscape, leading experts examine the prospects for 
democracy in the world's most populous nation. China's political transformation is unlikely to follow a 
linear path. Possible scenarios include development of democracy as we understand it; democracy with 
more clearly Chinese characteristics; mounting regime instability due to political and socioeconomic 
crises; and a modified authoritarianism, perhaps modeled on other Asian examples such as Singapore. 
Which road China ultimately takes will depend on the interplay of socioeconomic forces, institutional 
developments, leadership succession, and demographic trends. Cheng Li and his colleagues break 
down a number of issues in Chinese domestic politics, including changing leadership dynamics; the rise 
of business elites; increased demand for the rule of law; and shifting civil-military relations. Although the 
contributors clash on many issues, they do agree on one thing: the political trajectory of this economic 
powerhouse will have profound implications, not only for 1.3 billion Chinese people, but also for the 
world as a whole.

Asia-Pacific Security



Command of the commons : the military foundation of U.S. Hegemony / Barry R. Posen / - Why do 
states build nuclear weapons? Three models in search of a bomb / Scott D. Sagan / - Never say never 
again : nuclear reversal revisited / Ariel E. Levite / - Preventing nuclear entrepreneurship in russia's 
nuclear cities / Sharon K. Weiner / - Pathogens as weapons : the international security implications of 
biological warfare / Gregory Koblentz / - Dreaded risks and the control of biological weapons / Jessica 
Stern / - Beyond the MTCR : building a comprehensive regime to contain ballistic missile proliferation 
/ Dinshaw Mistry / - Human security : paradigm shift or hot air? / Roland Paris / - Security, stability, 
and international migration / Myron Weiner / - HIV / AIDS and the changing landscape of war in Africa 
/ Stefan Elbe / - Collateral damage : humanitarian assistance as a cause of conflict / Sarah Kenyon 
Lischer / - Market civilization and its clash with terror / Michael Mouusseau / - T ...

China's Quest for Security in the post-Cold War World

"Draws on papers originally presented at Nobel Symposium 142 ... on 'Peace, stability and nuclear 
order : theoretical assumptions, historical experiences, future challenges.' The conference took place 
at Oscarsborg ... on 25-27 June 2009, and gathered close to 30 international experts"--Page xii-xiii

China's Changing Political Landscape

"This book gives an analytic account of the dynamics of India's nuclear build-up. In contrast to 
conventional studies on the issue, the author puts forward a new model, which goes beyond the 
classic strategic concept of accepting security-related motives of arming behaviour. According to this, 
the structural conditions of India's regional security environment were permissive to India's nuclear 
development but not sufficient to make India's nuclearization imperative for maintaining its national 
security. At the core of the argument lies the question about India's security considerations and their 
impact on India's nuclear policy development. The author explores this analytic model by including 
explanatory variables on the unit-level, where interests are generally related to symbolic, less strategic, 
values attributed to nuclear weapons. These play a significant role within India's domestic political 
party competition and among certain pressure groups. They have also influenced India's relationship 
with other countries on non-proliferation matters. This book identifies the role of the strategic elite in 
determining India's nuclear course. Furthermore, it argues that one of the pivotal driving forces behind 
India's quest for the nuclear bomb is India's struggle for international recognition and the strong, often 
obsessive sensitivities of India's elite regarding perceived 'acts of discrimination' or 'ignorance' by the 
West towards India."--Provided by publisher.

New Global Dangers

International Security Studies (ISS) has changed and diversified in many ways since 1945. This 
book provides the first intellectual history of the development of the subject in that period. It explains 
how ISS evolved from an initial concern with the strategic consequences of superpower rivalry and 
nuclear weapons, to its current diversity in which environmental, economic, human and other securities 
sit alongside military security, and in which approaches ranging from traditional Realist analysis to 
Feminism and Post-colonialism are in play. It sets out the driving forces that shaped debates in ISS, 
shows what makes ISS a single conversation across its diversity, and gives an authoritative account of 
debates on all the main topics within ISS. This is an unparalleled survey of the literature and institutions 
of ISS that will be an invaluable guide for all students and scholars of ISS, whether traditionalist, 'new 
agenda' or critical.

Nuclear Proliferation and International Order

While the world’s attention is focused on the nuclearization of North Korea and Iran and the nuclear 
brinkmanship between India and Pakistan, China is believed to have doubled the size of its nuclear 
arsenal, making it “the forgotten nuclear power,” as described in Foreign Affairs. Susan Turner Haynes 
analyzes China’s buildup and its diversification of increasingly mobile, precise, and sophisticated 
nuclear weapons. Haynes provides context and clarity on this complex global issue through an analysis 
of extensive primary source research and lends insight into questions about why China is the only 
nuclear weapon state recognized under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty that continues to pursue 
qualitative and quantitative advancements to its nuclear force. As the gap between China’s nuclear force 
and the forces of the nuclear superpowers narrows against the expressed interest of many nuclear and 
nonnuclear states, Chinese Nuclear Proliferation offers policy prescriptions to curtail China’s nuclear 
growth and to assuage fears that the “American world order” presents a direct threat to China’s national 



security. Presenting technical concepts with minimal jargon in a straightforward style, this book will be 
of use to casual China watchers and military experts alike.

India's Nuclear Bomb and National Security

The collapse of communism in Europe, the quest for economic security and the War on Terror have all 
affected China's view of security matters. Ong provides a comprehensive study of the new policy and 
security challenges China faces in the coming years. Covering all of China's current security interests 
and concerns, this remarkable book includes chapters on Chinese concepts of security, the role of the 
United States, and regional tensions including the Korean peninsula, Japan, Taiwan, and China’s quest 
for ‘great power’ status.

The Evolution of International Security Studies

The fourth and final volume in a pioneering series on the Chinese military, Imagined Enemies offers an 
unprecedented look at its history, operational structure, modernization, and strategy. Beginnning with 
an examination of culturee adn thought in Part I, the authors explore the transition away transition away 
from Mao Zedong's revolutionary doctrine, the conflict with Moscow, and Beijing's preoccupation with 
Taiwanese separatism and preparations for war to thwart it. Part II focuses on operational and policy 
decisions in the National Command Authority and, subsequently, in the People's Liberation Army. Part 
III provides a detailed study of the Second Artillery, China's strategic rocket forces. The book concludes 
with the transformation of military strategy and shows how it is being tested in military exercises, with 
Taiwan and the United States as "imagined enemies."

Chinese Nuclear Proliferation

What motivates going to war? This book reexamines how leaders make decisions based on appear-
ances of power over military reality.

Proliferation

This volume provides a coherent and comprehensive understanding of Chinese security policy, com-
prising essays written by one of America's leading scholars. Chinese Security Policy covers such 
fundamental areas as the role of international structure in state behavior, the use of force in international 
politics (including deterrence, coercive diplomacy, and war), and the sources of great-power conflict 
and cooperation and balance of power politics, with a recent focus on international power transitions. 
The research integrates the realist literature with key issues in Chinese foreign policy, thereby placing 
China’s behaviour in the larger context of the international political system. Within this framework, 
Chinese Security Policy considers the importance of domestic politics and leadership in Chinese policy 
making. This book examines how Chinese strategic vulnerability since U.S.-China rapprochement in the 
early 1970s has compelled Beijing to seek cooperation with the United States and to avoid U.S.-China 
conflict over Taiwan. It also addresses the implications of the rise of China for the security of both 
United States and of Chinese neighbors in East Asia, and considers the implications of China’s rise 
for the regional balance of power and the emerging twenty-first century East Asian security order. This 
book will be of great interest to all students of Chinese Security and Foreign Policy, Chinese and Asian 
Politics, US foreign policy and International Security in general.

China's Security Interests in the 21st Century

China has undergone a protracted stint in the nuclear domain from the time when Mao Zedong derided 
the bomb as a “paper tiger” in 1946, to the development of modern nuclear weapons and missiles, mak-
ing it only obligatory to chronicle the policy changes within China that steered the leadership towards 
grasping that nuclear weapons will fundamentally redefine China’s quest for security. The Chinese 
leadership’s nationalistic ideology and concepts of force and diplomacy shaped its perceptions of the 
enduring dangers that confronted China. Initially, Beijing’s political corridors dismissed the dangers of a 
nuclear war while reaffirming the principles of a “people’s war”, however, later, witnessed Mao recasting 
the struggle into one with a military-technical emphasis that relied on assured nuclear retaliation to 
ensure effective deterrence. With China seeing a massive amount of political guanxi being expended, 
it comprehended that nuclear weapons shall play a fundamental role in its long-term aspirations to 
augment its position and role in global politics. Given that nuclear arsenals are increasingly viewed as 
a critical assurance of military supremacy and security, this book distils the evolving trends in China’s 



nuclear doctrine and strategy, and chronicles the journey of a nuclear China, assessing all pertaining 
facets, including a detailed analysis of the delivery vectors that focus on a high degree of mobility 
of assets, particularly the missiles and warheads, separately as well as complete weapon systems. 
During the 1960s, Beijing proceeded with its nuclear weapons programme mindful that it was vulnerable 
to decapitation, and this book’s narrative underscores that China seeks to improve the survivability 
and mobility of its existing strategic nuclear forces through a robust nuclear modernisation campaign, 
including nuclear weapon miniaturisation technology. This, subsequently, leads onto a pressing debate 
on whether China would aspire to modify, qualitatively and quantitatively, its nuclear posture without 
necessarily deposing its brand of nuclear minimalism, which has been the core of its nuclear strategy, 
at least for public consumption.

Reluctant Restraint

This book provides an introduction to political and strategic aspects of nuclear weaponry. It offers an 
accessible overview of the concept of nuclear weapons, outlines how thinking about these weapons 
has developed and considers how nuclear threats can continue to be managed in the future. It 
includes: Coverage of nuclear testing, proliferation, strategy, global actors and disarmament. Analysis 
of contemporary topics such as nuclear terrorism. A timeline of key nuclear events. Annotated further 
reading lists helping you to locate sources for essays and assignments. Summaries, study questions 
and a glossary of key terms Free SAGE journal articles available on the Resources tab The author will 
be providing regular updates to his suggested web resources, so be sure to check the Resources tab 
for the most up-to-date. The Politics of Nuclear Weapons is essential reading for both undergraduate 
and postgraduate students taking courses in Nuclear Politics.

Imagined Enemies

Small state behavior has been largely ignored by academics in both international relations and 
strategic/intelligence studies. Yet, when we analyze the root causes of war, insurrections, rebellions, 
revolutions and general sociological human behavior, it is the small state actors that are usually at 
the epicenter of the tumultuous event. It is the spark from inside the small state actor – whether it is 
Serbia, Czechoslovakia, Cuba, Vietnam, Kuwait, Iraq or Syria -- that seemingly leads to internal and 
external confrontations that inevitably involve much larger states. To date, a book length analysis like 
this has yet to be published. The scope of this project is to provide an analysis of a sampling of small 
state’s behavior in order to build on a unifying theory of security/intelligence studies. This analysis will 
necessarily survey the breadth of security/intelligence studies from Clausewitz to current applicable 
United Nations’ Resolutions and international law. In short, if we can understand how political structures 
affect the behavior of small states, it will be a major contribution to the field of security/intelligence 
studies enabling policy makers, scholars and the general public to separate fact from myth in analyzing 
the strategic policies of small states.

China's Ministry of State Security

Throughout the nuclear age, states have taken many different paths toward or away from nuclear 
weapons. These paths have been difficult to predict and cannot be explained simply by a stable or 
changing security environment. We can make sense of these paths by examining leaders' nuclear 
decisions. The political decisions state leaders make to accelerate or reverse progress toward nuclear 
weapons define each state's course. Whether or not a state ultimately acquires nuclear weapons 
depends to a large extent on those nuclear decisions. This book offers a novel theory of nuclear 
decision-making that identifies two mechanisms that shape leaders' understandings of the costs and 
benefits of their nuclear pursuits. The internal mechanism is the intervention of domestic experts in key 
scientific and military organizations. If the conditions are right, those experts may be able to influence 
a leader's nuclear decision-making. The external mechanism emerges from the structure and politics 
of the international system. Nuclear Decisions: Changing the Course of Nuclear Weapons Programs 
identifies three different proliferation eras, in which changes to international political and structural 
conditions have constrained or freed states pursuing nuclear weapons development. Scholars and 
practitioners alike will gain new insights from the fascinating case studies of nine states across the three 
eras. Through this global approach to studying nuclear proliferation, this book pushes back against 
the conventional wisdom that determined states pursue a straight path to the bomb. Instead, nuclear 
decisions define a state's nuclear pursuits.



Tokens of Power

This book revolves around the altering security roles of three pivotal powers – the US, China, and 
India. Each of these actors has experienced incremental changes in their external roles and behaviour 
over the last two decades, which are determined by the range of domestic and international factors. 
As each country works towards performing its revised security roles, the policymakers are subject to 
dilemmas and challenges that impact policy implementation and conduct. Using the framework of role 
theory, the book analyses the role evolution of these countries and elucidates its link with their security 
policies in the Indo-Pacific and on the global stage. In the process, it also examines the systemic and 
sub-systemic factors that determine the foreign and security behaviour of these critical Indo-Pacific 
countries. Accessibly written, this volume will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of 
international relations, security and intelligence studies, political science, and foreign policy. It will also 
be of great interest to policymakers, career bureaucrats, security and intelligence practitioners, and 
professionals working with think tanks and embassies.

Chinese Security Policy

China’s nuclear capability is crucial for the balance of power in East Asia and the world. As this book 
reveals, there have been important changes recently in China’s nuclear posture: the movement from 
a minimum deterrence posture toward a medium nuclear power posture; the pursuit of space warfare 
and missile defence capabilities; and, most significantly, the omission in the 2013 Defence White Paper 
of any reference to the principle of No First Use. Employing the insights of structural realism, this book 
argues that the imperatives of an anarchic international order have been the central drivers of China’s 
nuclear assertiveness. The book also assesses the likely impact of China’s emerging nuclear posture 
on its neighbours and on the international strategic balance, especially with the United States. The book 
concludes by examining China’s future nuclear directions in the context of its apparent shift toward a 
more offensive-oriented international strategy.

Nuclear China: A Veiled Secret

A new approach to nuclear disarmament, nonproliferation, and the prevention of nuclear terrorism 
that focuses on controlling the production and stockpiling of nuclear materials. Achieving nuclear 
disarmament, stopping nuclear proliferation, and preventing nuclear terrorism are among the most 
critical challenges facing the world today. Unmaking the Bomb proposes a new approach to reaching 
these long-held goals. Rather than considering them as separate issues, the authors—physicists and 
experts on nuclear security—argue that all three of these goals can be understood and realized 
together if we focus on the production, stockpiling, and disposal of plutonium and highly enriched 
uranium—the fissile materials that are the key ingredients used to make nuclear weapons. The authors 
describe the history, production, national stockpiles, and current military and civilian uses of plutonium 
and highly enriched uranium, and propose policies aimed at reducing and eventually eliminating these 
fissile materials worldwide. These include an end to the production of highly enriched uranium and 
plutonium for weapons, an end to their use as reactor fuels, and the verified elimination of all national 
stockpiles.

The Politics of Nuclear Weapons

The emergence of the People's Republic of China on the world scene constitutes the most significant 
event in world politics since the end of World War II. As the world's predominant political, economic, 
and military power, the United States faces a particularly significant challenge in responding to China's 
rising power and influence, especially in Asia. Offering a fresh perspective on current and future U.S. 
policy toward China, Michael Swaine examines the basic interests and beliefs behind U.S.-China 
relations, recent U.S. and Chinese policy practices in seven key areas, and future trends most likely 
to affect U.S. policy. American leaders, he concludes, must reexamine certain basic assumptions and 
approaches regarding America's position in the Western Pacific, integrate China policy more effectively 
into a broader Asian strategy, and recalibrate the U.S. balance between cooperative engagement and 
deterrence toward Beijing.

Small State Behavior in Strategic and Intelligence Studies



Showing how economic, technological, and bureaucratic factors have reshaped Chinese military 
thinking and behaviour, this text questions the perception of a China threat and provides an appraisal 
of the Chinese military establishment, emphasizing the interplay of domestic and external forces.

Nuclear Decisions

Jarrod Hayes explores why democracies tend not to use military force against each other. He argues 
that democratic identity - the shared understanding within democracies of who 'we' are and what 'we' 
expect from each other - makes it difficult for political leaders to construct external democracies as 
threats. At the same time, he finds that democratic identity enables political actors to construct external 
non-democracies as threats. To explore his argument, he looks at US relations with two rising powers: 
India and China. Through his argument and case studies, Professor Hayes addresses not just the 
democratic peace but also the larger processes of threat construction in international security, the role 
of domestic institutions in international relations, and the possibility for conflict between the United 
States and the world's two most populous countries.

Understanding Security Role Evolution of US, China, and India

In 2008, the iconic doomsday clock of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientistswas set at five minutes 
to midnight—two minutes closer to Armageddon than in 1962, when John F. Kennedy and Nikita 
Khrushchev went eyeball to eyeball over missiles in Cuba! We still live in an echo chamber of fear, 
after eight years in which the Bush administration and its harshest critics reinforced each other's worst 
fears about the Bomb. And yet, there have been no mushroom clouds or acts of nuclear terrorism since 
the Soviet Union dissolved, let alone since 9/11. Our worst fears still could be realized at any time, but 
Michael Krepon argues that the United States has never possessed more tools and capacity to reduce 
nuclear dangers than it does today - from containment and deterrence to diplomacy, military strength, 
and arms control. The bloated nuclear arsenals of the Cold War years have been greatly reduced, 
nuclear weapon testing has almost ended, and all but eight countries have pledged not to acquire the 
Bomb. Major powers have less use for the Bomb than at any time in the past. Thus, despite wars, 
crises, and Murphy's Law, the dark shadows cast by nuclear weapons can continue to recede. Krepon 
believes that positive trends can continue, even in the face of the twin threats of nuclear terrorism and 
proliferation that have been exacerbated by the Bush administration's pursuit of a war of choice in 
Iraq based on false assumptions. Krepon advocates a "back to basics" approach to reducing nuclear 
dangers, reversing the Bush administration's denigration of diplomacy, deterrence, containment, and 
arms control. As he sees it, "The United States has stumbled before, but America has also made it 
through hard times and rebounded. With wisdom, persistence, and luck, another dark passage can be 
successfully navigated."

China's Assertive Nuclear Posture

East Asian Security examines some of the most important strategic questions about the future of East 
Asia. It includes provocative essays that explore the overall prospects for war, peace, and stability in 
the region. Other essays focus on the likely strategies that China and Japan will pursue at the dawn 
of the next millennium. Students, scholars, and analysts of contemporary issues will find East Asian 
Security to be a stimulating and valuable overview of these questions.

Unmaking the Bomb

America's Challenge
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