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Dive into the pastoral charm of 'Under The Greenwood Tree,' a cherished Penguin Classic also known 
by its alternative title, 'The Mellstock Quire.' This delightful novel is characterized as 'A Rural Painting 
Of The Dutch School,' vividly depicting the rhythms of country life and the quaint traditions of a village 
choir. A timeless piece of classic English literature, it offers readers a picturesque glimpse into a bygone 
rural era, making it a must-read for fans of historical fiction and descriptive prose.

Our platform ensures every textbook is original, verified, and aligned with academic 
standards.

Thank you for accessing our website.
We have prepared the document The Mellstock Quire Novel just for you.
You are welcome to download it for free anytime.

The authenticity of this document is guaranteed.
We only present original content that can be trusted.
This is part of our commitment to our visitors.

We hope you find this document truly valuable.
Please come back for more resources in the future.
Once again, thank you for your visit.

This is among the most frequently sought-after documents on the internet.
You are lucky to have discovered the right source.
We give you access to the full and authentic version The Mellstock Quire Novel free of 
charge.

Under the Greenwood Tree; Or, The Mellstock Quire; A Rural Painting of the Dutch School

Reproduction of the original. The publishing house Megali specialises in reproducing historical works 
in large print to make reading easier for people with impaired vision.

Under the Greenwood Tree

This book contains Thomas Hardy's heart-warming love story, 'Under the Greenwood Tree'. It is a 
traditional narrative of love rivalry that runs parallel to a tale of the plight of a group of musicians who are 
made redundant by the church's acquisition of a new organ. Relatively short compared to Hardy's other 
works, this is an easy read wherein the reader constantly hopes for the success of the lover's efforts 
in the face of continual adversity. Thomas Hardy, OM (1840 - 1928) was an English novelist and poet. 
Some of Hardy's notable works include 'Tess of the d'Urbervilles' (1891), 'Far from the Madding Crowd' 
(1874), and 'The Return of the Native' (1878). We are republishing this book now in an affordable, 
modern edition complete with a new biography of the author.

UNDER THE GREENWOOD TREE OR THE MELLSTOCK QUIRE - A RURAL PAINTING OF THE 
DUTCH SCHOOL

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.
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Under the Greenwood Tree or The Mellstock Quire A Rural Painting of the Dutch School By Thomas 
Hardy Complete English Classics Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School 
is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, 
the last to be printed without his name, and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy 
originally thought of simply calling it The Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in 
Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, Scene V). Thomas Hardy, OM (2 June 1840 – 11 January 1928) 
was an English novelist and poet. A Victorian realist in the tradition of George Eliot, he was influenced 
both in his novels and in his poetry by Romanticism, especially William Wordsworth. Charles Dickens 
was another important influence. Like Dickens, he was highly critical of much in Victorian society, 
though Hardy focused more on a declining rural society. While Hardy wrote poetry throughout his life 
and regarded himself primarily as a poet, his first collection was not published until 1898. Initially, 
therefore, he gained fame as the author of novels, including Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), The 
Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891), and Jude the Obscure (1895). However, 
beginning in the 1950s Hardy has been recognized as a major poet; he had a significant influence on 
the Movement poets of the 1950s and 1960s, including Phillip Larkin.

Under the Greenwood Tree

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it The 
Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, Scene 
V).

Under the Greenwood Tree; Or, The Mellstock Quire

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Under the Greenwood Tree

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it 
The Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, 
Scene V).The plot concerns the activities of a group of church musicians, the Mellstock parish choir, 
one of whom, Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new school mistress, Fancy 
Day. The novel opens with the fiddlers and singers of the choir-including Dick, his father Reuben Dewy, 
and grandfather William Dewy-making the rounds in Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When the little 
band plays at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to insinuate 
himself into her life and affections, but Fancy's beauty has gained her other suitors, including a rich 
farmer and the new vicar at the parish church

Under the Greenwood Tree

Thomas Hardy, (2 June 1840 - 11 January 1928) was an English novelist and poet. A Victorian realist 
in the tradition of George Eliot, he was influenced both in his novels and in his poetry by Romanticism, 
especially William Wordsworth.Charles Dickens was another important influence.Like Dickens, he was 
highly critical of much in Victorian society, though Hardy focused more on a declining rural society. 
Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it 



The Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It .The 
plot concerns the activities of a group of church musicians, the Mellstock parish choir, one of whom, 
Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new school mistress, Fancy Day. The novel 
opens with the fiddlers and singers of the choir-including Dick, his father Reuben Dewy, and grandfather 
William Dewy-making the rounds in Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When the little band plays 
at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to insinuate himself 
into her life and affections, but Fancy's beauty has gained her other suitors, including a rich farmer 
and the new vicar at the parish church. The vicar, Mr. Maybold, informs the choir that he intends 
Fancy, an accomplished organ player, to replace their traditional musical accompaniment to Sunday 
services. The tranter and the rest of the band visit the vicar's home to negotiate, but reluctantly give 
way to the more modern organ. Meanwhile, Dick seems to win Fancy's heart, and she discovers an 
effective strategem to overcome her father's objection to the potential marriage. After the two are 
engaged secretly, however, vicar Maybold impetuously asks Fancy to marry him and lead a life of 
relative affluence; racked by guilt and temptation, she accepts. The next day, however, at a chance 
meeting with the as-yet-unaware Dick, surprised Maybold learns from him of his engagement to Fancy. 
The vicar follows by prompting her by letter, while expressing being taken aback by such news, to be 
honest to Dewy and withdraw her commitment to him if she indeed intended to become married to 
Maybold. Fancy responds by withdrawing her consent to marry Maybold and asking him to keep her 
initial acceptance of his proposal forever a secret. Maybold replies by urging her again to be honest 
with Dick and admit she accepted the vicar despite having already committed herself to the young 
tranter, assuring her she would be forgiven. However, as she marries Dewy who is so in love he readily 
dismisses what he previously (rightly) considered exhibits of her fickleness and rejoices at what he 
perceives at the prospect of a happy union based on honesty, given Fancy's effusive and seemingly 
frank admission to some (minor) infidelities, while he assumes they would never keep any secrets from 
each other, she resolves never to disclose the truly incontrovertible and damning evidence against her 
character in her having so readily accepted Maybold despite her engagement to Dewy. The novel ends 
with a humorous portrait of Reuben, William, Mr. Day, and the rest of the Mellstock rustics as they 
celebrate the couple's wedding day. The mood is joyful, but at the end of the final chapter, the reader 
is reminded that Fancy has married with "a secret she would never tell" (her final flirtation and brief 
engagement to the vicar). While Under the Greenwood Tree is often seen as Hardy's gentlest and most 
pastoral novel, this final touch introduces a faint note of melancholy to the conclusion......

Under the Greenwood Tree; Or, the Mellstock Quire

This volume collects twenty-two major essays by Werner Wolf published between 1992 and 2014, 
which have contributed to establishing ‘intermediality’ as an internationally recognized research field, 
providing a widely accepted typology of the field and opening intermedial perspectives on areas as 
varied as narratology, metareferentiality and iconicity.

Under the Greenwood Tree; Or, The Mellstock Quire

This volume, a sequel to Form Miming Meaning (1999) and The Motivated Sign (2001), offers a 
selection of papers given at the Third International Symposium on Iconicity in Language and Literature 
(Jena 2001). The studies collected here present a number of new departures. Special consideration 
is given to the way non-linguistic visual and auditory signs (such as gestures and bird sounds) are 
represented in language, and more specifically in 'signed' language, and how such signs influence 
semantic conceptualization. Other studies examine more closely how visual signs and representations 
of time and space are incorporated or reflected in literary language, in fiction as well as (experimental) 
poetry. A further new approach concerns intermedial iconicity, which emerges in art when its medium 
is changed or another medium is imitated. A more abstract, diagrammatic type of iconicity is again 
investigated, with reference to both language and literature: some essays focus on the device of 
reduplication, isomorphic tendencies in word formation and on creative iconic patterns in syntax, 
while others explore numerical design in Dante and geometrical patterning in Dylan Thomas. A 
number of theoretically-oriented papers pursue post-Peircean approaches, such as the application of 
reader-response theory and of systems theory to iconicity.

Under the Greenwood Tree Or the Mellstock Quire

Excerpt from Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School This story of the 
Mellstock choir and its old established west-gallery musicians, with some supplementary descriptions 



of the like officials in 'Two on a Tower, ' 'A Few Crusted Characters, ' and other places, is intended to be 
a fairly true picture, at first hand, of the personages, ways, and customs which were common among 
such orchestral bodies in the villages of fifty years ago. One is inclined to regret the displacement of 
these ecclesiastical bandsmen by an isolated organist (often at first a barrel-organist) or harmonium 
player; and despite certain advantages in point of control and accomplishment which were, no doubt, 
secured by installing the single artist, the change has tended to stultify the professed aims of the clergy, 
its direct result being to curtail and extinguish the interest of parishioners in church doings. Under the 
old plan, from half a dozen to ten full-grown players, in addition to the numerous more or less grown-up 
singers, were officially occupied with the Sunday routine, and concerned in trying their best to make it 
an artistic outcome of the combined musical taste of the parish. About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Under the Greenwood Tree

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Under the Greenwood Tree Or The Mellstock Quire

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels.The plot concerns the activities of a group of church 
musicians, the Mellstock parish choir, one of whom, Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled 
with a comely new schoolmistress, Fancy Day. The novel opens with the fiddlers and singers of the 
choir-including Dick, his father Reuben Dewy, and grandfather William Dewy-making the rounds in 
Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When the little band plays at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for 
Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to insinuate himself into her life and affections, but Fancy's 
beauty has gained her other suitors, including a rich farmer and the new vicar at the parish church.

Under the Greenwood Tree

Pretty schoolmistress Fancy Day must choose between three suitors, while the rustics of the Mellstock 
church choir struggle against the introduction of a 'new-fangled' church organ which threatens their 
very existence.

Under the Greenwood Tree

The novel follows the activities of a group of west gallery musicians, the Mellstock parish choir, one of 
whom, Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new village schoolmistress, Fancy 
Day.The novel opens with the fiddlers and singers of the choir - including Dick, his father Reuben Dewy, 
and grandfather William Dewy - making the rounds in Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When the 
little band plays at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to 
insinuate himself into her life and affections, but Fancy's beauty has gained her other suitors including 
Shiner, a rich farmer, and Mr Maybold, the new vicar at the parish church.

Under the Greenwood Tree, Or, The Mellstock Quire : a Rural Painting of the Dutch School ; with a 
Map of Wessex

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it The 



Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, Scene 
V). PlotThe plot concerns the activities of a group of church musicians, the Mellstock parish choir, one 
of whom, Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new schoolmistress, Fancy Day. 
The novel opens with the fiddlers and singers of the choir--including Dick, his father Reuben Dewy, 
and grandfather William Dewy--making the rounds in Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When the 
little band plays at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to 
insinuate himself into her life and affections, but Fancy's beauty has gained her other suitors, including 
a rich farmer and the new vicar at the parish church.The vicar, Mr Maybold, informs the choir that he 
intends Fancy, an accomplished organ player, to replace their traditional musical accompaniment to 
Sunday services. The tranter and the rest of the band visit the vicar's home to negotiate, but reluctantly 
give way to the more modern organ. Meanwhile, Dick seems to win Fancy's heart, and she discovers 
an effective strategem to overcome her father's objection to the potential marriage. After the two are 
engaged secretly, however, vicar Maybold impetuously asks Fancy to marry him and lead a life of 
relative affluence; racked by guilt and temptation, she accepts. The next day, however, at a chance 
meeting with the as-yet-unaware Dick, surprised Maybold learns from him of his engagement to Fancy. 
The vicar follows by prompting her by letter, while expressing being taken aback by such news, to be 
honest to Dewy and withdraw her commitment to him if she indeed intended to become married to 
Maybold. Fancy responds by withdrawing her consent to marry Maybold and asking him to keep her 
initial acceptance of his proposal forever a secret. Maybold replies by urging her again to be honest 
with Dick and admit she accepted the vicar despite having already committed herself to the young 
tranter, assuring her she would be forgiven. However, as she marries Dewy who is so in love he readily 
dismisses what he previously (rightly) considered exhibits of her fickleness and rejoices at what he 
perceives at the prospect of a happy union based on honesty, given Fancy's effusive and seemingly 
frank admission to some (minor) infidelities, while he assumes they would never keep any secrets from 
each other, she resolves never to disclose the truly incontrovertible and damning evidence against 
her character in her having so readily accepted Maybold despite her engagement to Dewy.The novel 
ends with a humorous portrait of Reuben, William, Mr Day and the rest of the Mellstock rustics as 
they celebrate the couple's wedding day. The mood is joyful, but at the end of the final chapter, the 
reader is reminded that Fancy has married with "a secret she would never tell" (her final flirtation and 
brief engagement to the vicar). While Under the Greenwood Tree is often seen as Hardy's gentlest and 
most pastoral novel, this final touch introduces a faint note of melancholy to the conclusion. ...Thomas 
Hardy OM (2 June 1840 - 11 January 1928) was an English novelist and poet. A Victorian realist in 
the tradition of George Eliot, he was influenced both in his novels and in his poetry by Romanticism, 
especially William Wordsworth.He was highly critical of much in Victorian society, especially on the 
declining status of rural people in Britain, such as those from his native South West England.

Under the Greenwood Tree, Or, The Mellstock Quire

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it The 
Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, Scene 
V).

Under the Greenwood Tree, by Thomas Hardy a Novel

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, [1] 
published anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without 
his name, and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply 
calling it The Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It 
(Act II, Scene V)

Selected Essays on Intermediality by Werner Wolf (1992–2014)

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by the English writer 
Thomas Hardy, published anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, and the first 
of what was to become his series of Wessex novels. Critics recognise it as an important precursor 
to his later tragic works, setting the scene for the Wessex that the author would return to again and 
again. Hardy himself called the story of the Mellstock Quire and its west-gallery musicians "a fairly 



true picture, at first hand, of the personages, ways, and customs which were common among such 
orchestral bodies in the villages of [the 1850s]."

From Sign to Signing

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by Thomas Hardy, published 
anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, the last to be printed without his name, 
and the first of his great series of Wessex novels. Whilst Hardy originally thought of simply calling it 
The Mellstock Quire, he settled on a title taken from a song in Shakespeare's As You Like It (Act II, 
Scene V).PlotThe plot concerns the activities of a group of church musicians, the Mellstock parish 
choir, one of whom, Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new schoolmistress, 
Fancy Day. The novel opens with the fiddlers and singers of the choir-including Dick, his father Reuben 
Dewy, and grandfather William Dewy-making the rounds in Mellstock village on Christmas Eve. When 
the little band plays at the schoolhouse, young Dick falls for Fancy at first sight. Dick, smitten, seeks to 
insinuate himself into her life and affections, but Fancy's beauty has gained her other suitors, including 
a rich farmer and the new vicar at the parish church.

Under the Greenwood Tree

Under the Greenwood Tree: A Rural Painting of the Dutch School is a novel by the English writer 
Thomas Hardy, published anonymously in 1872. It was Hardy's second published novel, and the first 
of what was to become his series of Wessex novels. Critics recognise it as an important precursor 
to his later tragic works, setting the scene for the Wessex that the author would return to again and 
again. Hardy himself called the story of the Mellstock Quire and its west-gallery musicians "a fairly 
true picture, at first hand, of the personages, ways, and customs which were common among such 
orchestral bodies in the villages of [the 1850s]."

Under the Greenwood Tree

Under the Greenwood Tree or The Mellstock Quire A Rural Painting of the Dutch School published 
anonymously in 1872. The plot concerns the activities of a group of church musicians, one of whom, 
Dick Dewy, becomes romantically entangled with a comely new school mistress, Fancy Day. Love 
triumphs, although she marries with "a secret she would never tell" - namely, that she was also courted 
by the local vicar, Parson Maybold.

Under the Greenwood Tree

In The Ashgate Research Companion to Thomas Hardy, some of the most prominent Hardy specialists 
working today offer an overview of Hardy scholarship and suggest new directions in Hardy studies. 
The contributors cover virtually every area relevant to Hardy's fiction and poetry, including philosophy, 
palaeontology, biography, science, film, popular culture, beliefs, gender, music, masculinity, tragedy, 
topography, psychology, metaphysics, illustration, bibliographical studies and contemporary response. 
While several collections have surveyed the Hardy landscape, no previous volume has been composed 
especially for scholars and advanced graduate students. This companion is specially designed to aid 
original research on Hardy and serve as the critical basis for Hardy studies in the new millennium. 
Among the features are a comprehensive bibliography that includes not only works in English but, in 
acknowledgment of Hardy's explosion in popularity around the world, also works in languages other 
than English.

Under the Greenwood Tree, Or, the Mellstock Quire

Includes entries for maps and atlases.



Under the Greenwood Tree

Penguin Classics is the largest and best-known classics imprint in the world. From The Epic of 
Gilgamesh to the poetry of the First World War, and covering all the greatest works of fiction, poetry, 
drama, history and philosophy in between, this reader's companion encompasses 500 authors, 1,200 
books and 4,000 years of world literature. Stuffed full of stories, author biographies, book summaries 
and recommendations, and illustrated with thousands of historic Penguin Classic covers, this is an 
exhilarating and comprehensive guide for anyone who wants to explore and discover the best books 
ever written.

Under the Greenwood Tree; Or, The Mellstock Quire

This book presents a thematic analysis of various aspects of solitude, silence and loneliness, from 
the ancient world to the present day, explored thematically with consideration to the links between 
aloneness to other social and political issues. The themes include exile (expulsion from a community), 
ecstasy (getting 'out of oneself') and enstasy (being comfortable within oneself), to the Romantic idea 
of the artist as solitary. There is work on aloneness in and through nature, especially the importance 
of natural settings for positive experiences of solitude. A central theme is alienation and its emotions, 
with the idea of loneliness and the rejected self being a more modern experience. The book explores 
modernism and postmodernism as presenting new forms of solitude in the twentieth century, and how, 
more recently, there have been attempts to 'recover' the self, through therapeutic uses of the arts. All 
of these types and experiences of aloneness are described through the lenses of artistic, literary and 
musical forms of expression, as aloneness is not only explored and articulated through these art forms, 
but is in many ways created through these art forms.

Under the Greenwood Tree

Under the Greenwood Tree
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