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Delve into the dramatic narrative of the Conquest of Mexico, exploring the fateful encounter between 
the Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes and the Aztec emperor Montezuma II. This pivotal historical 
account chronicles the strategies, cultural clashes, and devastating events that led to the fall of 
Tenochtitlan and the profound transformation of Old Mexico, as expertly detailed by Hugh Thomas.
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Conquest

Drawing on newly discovered sources and writing with brilliance, drama, and profound historical insight, 
Hugh Thomas presents an engrossing narrative of one of the most significant events of Western 
history. Ringing with the fury of two great empires locked in an epic battle, Conquest captures in 
extraordinary detail the Mexican and Spanish civilizations and offers unprecedented in-depth portraits 
of the legendary opponents, Montezuma and Cortés. Conquest is an essential work of history from 
one of our most gifted historians.

Conquest

An account of the collapse of Montezuma's great Mexican empire under the onslaughts of Cortes' 
conquistadores.

Conquest

Mexicos historie 1518-1522.

The Conquest of Mexico

In an astonishing work of scholarship that reads like an adventure thriller, historian Buddy Levy records 
the last days of the Aztec empire and the two men at the center of an epic clash of cultures. “I and 
my companions suffer from a disease of the heart which can be cured only with gold.” —Hernán 
Cortés It was a moment unique in human history, the face-to-face meeting between two men from 
civilizations a world apart. Only one would survive the encounter. In 1519, Hernán Cortés arrived on 
the shores of Mexico with a roughshod crew of adventurers and the intent to expand the Spanish 
empire. Along the way, this brash and roguish conquistador schemed to convert the native inhabitants 
to Catholicism and carry off a fortune in gold. That he saw nothing paradoxical in his intentions is one 
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of the most remarkable—and tragic—aspects of this unforgettable story of conquest. In Tenochtitlán, 
the famed City of Dreams, Cortés met his Aztec counterpart, Montezuma: king, divinity, ruler of 
fifteen million people, and commander of the most powerful military machine in the Americas. Yet in 
less than two years, Cortés defeated the entire Aztec nation in one of the most astonishing military 
campaigns ever waged. Sometimes outnumbered in battle thousands-to-one, Cortés repeatedly beat 
seemingly impossible odds. Buddy Levy meticulously researches the mix of cunning, courage, brutality, 
superstition, and finally disease that enabled Cortés and his men to survive. Conquistador is the story of 
a lost kingdom—a complex and sophisticated civilization where floating gardens, immense wealth, and 
reverence for art stood side by side with bloodstained temples and gruesome rites of human sacrifice. 
It’s the story of Montezuma—proud, spiritual, enigmatic, and doomed to misunderstand the stranger 
he thought a god. Epic in scope, as entertaining as it is enlightening, Conquistador is history at its 
most riveting. Praise for Conquistador “Prodigiously researched and stirringly told, Conquistador is a 
rarity: an invaluable history lesson that also happens to be a page-turning read.”—Jeremy Schaap, 
bestselling author of Cinderella Man: James J. Braddock, Max Baer and the Greatest Upset in Boxing 
History, and Triumph: The Untold Story of Jesse Owens and Hitler’s Olympics “Sweeping and majestic 
. . . A pulse-quickening narrative.”—Neal Bascomb, author of Red Mutiny: Eleven Fateful Days on the 
Battleship Potemkin

Conquest

250 years after Columbus launched the most important expedition of conquest in history, Magellan, 
sailing with a Spanish fleet, followed in his wake. The Spanish adventurers convinced themselves an 
Earthly Paradise existed in the Caribbean and that the rivers flowed with gold. Hundreds set sail on this 
precarious journey across the Atlantic. The conquistadors took with them wheat, the horse, the guitar 
and the wheel, as well as guns, malaria and black slaves. In return the Indies gave Europe the potato, 
turkey and syphilis. But within thirty years, Spain had created an empire that that made her the most 
envied nation in the world. In this epic history the prize-winning author, Hugh Thomas, brings the early 
years of Spain's imperial achievement vividly to life.

Conquistador

A dramatic rethinking of the encounter between Montezuma and Hernando Cortés that completely 
overturns what we know about the Spanish conquest of the Americas On November 8, 1519, the 
Spanish conquistador Hernando Cortés first met Montezuma, the Aztec emperor, at the entrance to 
the capital city of Tenochtitlan. This introduction—the prelude to the Spanish seizure of Mexico City 
and to European colonization of the mainland of the Americas—has long been the symbol of Cortés’s 
bold and brilliant military genius. Montezuma, on the other hand, is remembered as a coward who gave 
away a vast empire and touched off a wave of colonial invasions across the hemisphere. But is this 
really what happened? In a departure from traditional tellings, When Montezuma Met Cortés uses “the 
Meeting”—as Restall dubs their first encounter—as the entry point into a comprehensive reevaluation 
of both Cortés and Montezuma. Drawing on rare primary sources and overlooked accounts by 
conquistadors and Aztecs alike, Restall explores Cortés’s and Montezuma’s posthumous reputations, 
their achievements and failures, and the worlds in which they lived—leading, step by step, to a dramatic 
inversion of the old story. As Restall takes us through this sweeping, revisionist account of a pivotal 
moment in modern civilization, he calls into question our view of the history of the Americas, and, 
indeed, of history itself.

History of The Conquest of Mexico

Hugh Thomas' account of the collapse of Montezuma's great Aztec empire under the onslaughts of 
Cort's' conquistadors is one of the great historical works of our times. A thrilling and sweeping narrative, 
it also bristles with moral and political issues. After setting out from Spain - against explicit instructions 
- in 1519, some 500 conquistadors destroyed their ships and fought their way towards the capital of 
the greatest empire of the New World. When they finally reached Tenochtitlan, the huge city on lake 
Texcoco, they were given a courtly welcome by Montezuma, who believed them to be gods. Their later 
abduction of the emperor, their withdrawl and the final destruction of the city make the Conquest one 
of the most enthralling and tragic episodes in world history.

History of the Conquest of Peru



The Atlantic slave trade was one of the largest and most elaborate maritime and commercial ventures. 
Between 1492 and about 1870, ten million or more black slaves were carried from Africa to one port 
or another of the Americas. In this wide-ranging book, Hugh Thomas follows the development of this 
massive shift of human lives across the centuries until the slave trade's abolition in the late nineteenth 
century.

Rivers of Gold

Charles V, Emperor of Europe and the New World, is the central figure in the second volume of Hugh 
Thomas's great history of the Spanish Empire. It begins with the return of the remnants of Magellan's 
expedition around the world in 1522 and ends with Charles's death in 1558. In the decades between, 
the Spaniards conquer Guatemala, Yucatan, Columbia, Venezuela, Peru and Chile, and control the 
banks of the mighty River Plate; the audacious conquistador Francisco de Orellana journeys down 
the Amazon, Cabeza de Vaca walks from Florida to Mexico, Juan Vazquez Coronado pioneers into 
New Mexico and Hernando de Soto vainly pursues worldly riches in Florida, Mississippi and Georgia. 
Hugh Thomas writes vividly, conveying the conquerors' almost disbelieving sense of what they were 
achieving. The discovery and subjugation of so many native peoples raised enormous controversy 
within Spain about how they should be treated, a debate Thomas explores perceptively, with an eye 
for resonances have lasted centuries. Hugh Thomas brings alive one of the most extraordinary and 
influential moments in High Renaissance and world history.

When Montezuma Met Cortès

Following Rivers of Gold and The Golden Age, World Without End is the conclusion of a magisterial 
three-volume history of the Spanish Empire by Hugh Thomas, its foremost worldwide authority World 
Without End is the climax of Hugh Thomas's great history of the Spanish Empire in the Americas. It 
describes the conquest of Paraguay and the River Plate, of the Yucatan in Mexico, the only partial con-
quest of Chile, and battles with the French over Florida, and then, in the 1580s, the extraordinary projec-
tion of Spanish power across the Pacific to conquer the Philippines. More significantly, it describes how 
the Spanish ran the greatest empire the world had seen since Rome - as well as conquistadores, the 
book is people with viceroys, judges, nobles, bishops, inquisitors and administrators of many different 
kinds, often in conflict with one another, seeking to organise the native populations into towns, to build 
cathedrals, hospitals and universities. Behind them - sometimes ahead of them - came the religious 
orders, the Franciscans, Dominicans, Augustinians, and finally the Jesuits, builders of convents and 
monasteries, many of them of astonishing beauty, and reminders of the pervasiveness of religion and 
the self-confidence of the age. Towering above them all, though moving rarely from the palace of the 
Escorial outside Madrid, is the figure of King Philip II, the central figure in the book. The Venetian 
ambassador thought him 'the arbiter of the world'. Once the Philippines had been consolidated, Philip's 
advisors contemplated an invasion of China: the Jesuit Father Sanchez called it 'the greatest enterprise 
which has ever been proposed to any monarch in the world'. It was an enterprise never undertaken, 
but never explicitly abandoned. Was it a great or a terrible empire? In contrast to other empire builders, 
the Spaniards entered upon arguments with each other about their right to rule other peoples, and 
their ruthlessness was often tempered by humanity. Hugh Thomas's conclusion is unequivocal: 'The 
speed with which the sixteenth-century conquistadores conquered such large territories on two vast 
continents, and the comparable success of missionaries with large populations of Indians, stands as 
one of the supreme epics of both valour and imagination by Europeans.' 'One of the most productive 
and wide-ranging historians of modern times' New York Times 'The greatest historian of the Spanish 
speaking world' Guardian (Year Ahead in Books 2014) HUGH THOMAS received the Calvo Serer, 
Boccacio, and Nonino prizes in Italy in 2009, and in 2008 was made a Commandeur de L'Ordre des 
Arts et Lettres in France. His many books include his classic history of The Spanish Civil War (winner, 
the Somerset Maugham Award); The Suez Affair; Cuba: The Pursuit of Freedom; An Unfinished History 
of the World; The Slave Trade; and the two previous volumes in this trilogy, Rivers of Gold and The 
Golden Age.

The Conquest of Mexico

From a master chronicler of Spanish history comes a magnificent work about the pivotal years from 
1522 to 1566, when Spain was the greatest European power. Hugh Thomas has written a rich and 
riveting narrative of exploration, progress, and plunder. At its center is the unforgettable ruler who 
fought the French and expanded the Spanish empire, and the bold conquistadors who were his agents. 



Thomas brings to life King Charles V—first as a gangly and easygoing youth, then as a liberal statesman 
who exceeded all his predecessors in his ambitions for conquest (while making sure to maintain the 
humanity of his new subjects in the Americas), and finally as a besieged Catholic leader obsessed with 
Protestant heresy and interested only in profiting from those he presided over. The Golden Empire also 
presents the legendary men whom King Charles V sent on perilous and unprecedented expeditions: 
Hernán Cortés, who ruled the “New Spain” of Mexico as an absolute monarch—and whose rebuilding of 
its capital, Tenochtitlan, was Spain’s greatest achievement in the sixteenth century; Francisco Pizarro, 
who set out with fewer than two hundred men for Peru, infamously executed the last independent 
Inca ruler, Atahualpa, and was finally murdered amid intrigue; and Hernando de Soto, whose glittering 
journey to settle land between Rio de la Palmas in Mexico and the southernmost keys of Florida ended 
in disappointment and death. Hugh Thomas reveals as never before their torturous journeys through 
jungles, their brutal sea voyages amid appalling storms and pirate attacks, and how a cash-hungry 
Charles backed them with loans—and bribes—obtained from his German banking friends. A sweeping, 
compulsively readable saga of kings and conquests, armies and armadas, dominance and power, The 
Golden Empire is a crowning achievement of the Spanish world’s foremost historian.

The Slave Trade

Experience one of the most dramatic moments in human history with this classic work by William 
Hickling Prescott. From the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors to the fall of the Aztec empire, 
Prescott's vivid prose brings this epic story to life. With a new introduction by a leading expert on the 
subject, this edition of The Conquest of Mexico is an essential addition to any history lover's bookshelf. 
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Golden Age

Illustrates the role Hernan Cortes played in the expansion of the Spanish Empire and its conquest of 
the Aztecs during the sixteenth century.

World Without End

What role did indigenous peoples play in the Spanish conquest of Mexico? Ross Hassig explores this 
question in Mexico and the Spanish Conquest by incorporating primary accounts from the Indians of 
Mexico and revisiting the events of the conquest against the backdrop of the Aztec empire, the culture 
and politics of Mesoamerica, and the military dynamics of both sides. He analyzes the weapons, tactics, 
and strategies employed by both the Indians and the Spaniards, and concludes that the conquest was 
less a Spanish victory than it was a victory of Indians over other Indians, which the Spaniards were 
able to exploit to their own advantage. In this second edition of his classic work, Hassig incorporates 
new research in the same concise manner that made the original edition so popular and provides 
further explanations of the actions and motivations of Cortés, Moteuczoma, and other key figures. He 
also explores their impact on larger events and examines in greater detail Spanish military tactics and 
strategies.

The Golden Empire

The adventurous woman nicknamed La Belle Créole is brought to life in this book through the full 
use of her memoirs, contemporary accounts, and her intimate letters. The fascinating María de las 
Mercedes Santa Cruz y Montalvo, also known as Mercedes, and later the Comtesse Merlin, was a 
Cuban-born aristocrat who was years ahead of her time as a writer, a socialite, a salon host, and 
a participant in the Cuban slavery debate. Raised in Cuba and shipped off to live with her socialite 
mother in Spain at the age of 13, Mercedes triumphed over the political chaos that blanketed Europe 
in the Napoleonic days, by charming aristocrats from all sides with her exotic beauty and singing voice. 
She married General Merlin in Napoleon's army and discussed painting with Francisco de Goya. In 
Paris she hosted the city's premier musical salon where Liszt, Rossini, and great divas of the day 
performed for Rothschilds, Balzac, and royalty. Celebrated as one of the greatest amateur sopranos of 



her day, Mercedes also achieved fame as a writer. Her memoirs and travel writings introduced European 
audiences to 19th-century Cuban society and contributed to the debate over slavery. Mercedes has 
recently been rediscovered as Cuba's earliest female author and one who deserves a place in the 
canon of Latin American literature.

The Hummingbird and the Hawk

Sword of Empire: The Spanish Conquest of the Americas from Columbus to Cortés, 1492-1529 is, 
by design, an approachable and accessible history of some of the most life-altering events in the 
story of man. Chipman examines the contributions of Christopher Columbus and Hernando Cortes in 
creating the foundations of the Spanish Empire in North America. Chipman has produced a readable 
and accurate narrative for students and the reading public, although some information presented on 
Cortes cannot be found elsewhere in print and is therefore of interest to specialists in the history of 
Spain in America. Exclusive material from Professor France V. Scholes and the author share insights 
into the multi layered complexities of a man born in 1484 and named at birth Fernando Cortes. As for 
Columbus, born in Genoa on the Italian peninsula in 1451 and given the name Cristobal de Colon, 
he is a more transformative man than Cortes in bringing Western Civilization to the major Caribbean 
islands in the Spanish West Indies and beyond. Historians strive to present a "usable past" and the 
post-Columbian world is, of course, the modern world. Columbus's discoveries, those of other mariners 
who followed to the south in America, and still other eastward to the Asia placed the world on the path 
of global interdependence-both good and ill-for peoples of the world. There are no footnotes in Sword 
of Empire--this is narrative at its finest--but there are extensive bibliographies for each chapter that will 
prove useful for readers of every background.

The Conquest of Mexico; Volume 2

Here is an intriguing exploration of the ways in which the history of the Spanish Conquest has been 
misread and passed down to become popular knowledge of these events. The book offers a fresh 
account of the activities of the best-known conquistadors and explorers, including Columbus, Cortés, 
and Pizarro. Using a wide array of sources, historian Matthew Restall highlights seven key myths, 
uncovering the source of the inaccuracies and exploding the fallacies and misconceptions behind 
each myth. This vividly written and authoritative book shows, for instance, that native Americans did 
not take the conquistadors for gods and that small numbers of vastly outnumbered Spaniards did not 
bring down great empires with stunning rapidity. We discover that Columbus was correctly seen in his 
lifetime--and for decades after--as a briefly fortunate but unexceptional participant in efforts involving 
many southern Europeans. It was only much later that Columbus was portrayed as a great man who 
fought against the ignorance of his age to discover the new world. Another popular misconception--that 
the Conquistadors worked alone--is shattered by the revelation that vast numbers of black and native 
allies joined them in a conflict that pitted native Americans against each other. This and other factors, 
not the supposed superiority of the Spaniards, made conquests possible. The Conquest, Restall shows, 
was more complex--and more fascinating--than conventional histories have portrayed it. Seven Myths 
of the Spanish Conquest offers a richer and more nuanced account of a key event in the history of the 
Americas.

Cortés and the Conquest of the Aztec Empire in World History

Rediscover Wisconsin history from the very beginning. A Short History of Wisconsin recounts the 
landscapes, people, and traditions that have made the state the multifaceted place it is today. With 
an approach both comprehensive and accessible, historian Erika Janik covers several centuries of 
Wisconsin's remarkable past, showing how the state was shaped by the same world wars, waves 
of new inhabitants, and upheavals in society and politics that shaped the nation. Swift, authoritative, 
and compulsively readable, A Short History of Wisconsin commences with the glaciers that hewed 
the region's breathtaking terrain, the Native American cultures who first called it home, and French 
explorers and traders who mapped what was once called "Mescousing." Janik moves through the Civil 
War and two world wars, covers advances in the rights of women, workers, African Americans, and 
Indians, and recent shifts involving the environmental movement and the conservative revolution of 
the late 20th century. Wisconsin has hosted industries from fur-trapping to mining to dairying, and its 
political landscape sprouted figures both renowned and reviled, from Fighting Bob La Follette to Joseph 
McCarthy. Janik finds the story of a state not only in the broad strokes of immigration and politics, but 
also in the daily lives shaped by work, leisure, sports, and culture. A Short History of Wisconsin offers a 



fresh understanding of how Wisconsin came into being and how Wisconsinites past and present share 
a deep connection to the land itself.

Mexico and the Spanish Conquest

"In November 1782, Vicente Gonzales de Santianes, the governor of Nuevo Leon, received a sheaf 
of documents from a protracted legal dispute in the Indian town of San Miguel de Aguayo. At first 
glance, the case seems so utterly commonplace as to be beneath the notice of the region's chief 
magistrate. One of San Miguel's Tlaxcalan stoneworkers had been accused of an adulterous liaison 
with a townswoman"--Provided by publisher.

La Belle Créole

This first-time paperback edition, now updated, describes and analyzes Cuba's history from the English 
capture of Havana in 1762 through Spanish colonialism, American imperialism, the Cuban Revolution, 
and the Missile Crisis to Fidel Castro's defiant but precarious present state.

Sword of Empire

Fifth Sun offers a comprehensive history of the Aztecs, spanning the period before conquest to a 
century after the conquest, based on rarely-used Nahuatl-language sources written by the indigenous 
people.

Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest

Lavishly illustrated, Architecture since 1400 presents key moments and innovations in architectural 
modernity around the globe. Making clear that visionary architecture has never been the exclusive do-
main of the West and recognizing the diversity of those responsible for commissioning, designing, and 
constructing buildings, this book provides a sweeping, cross-cultural history of the built environment 
over six centuries.

A Short History of Wisconsin

Detailed narrative history of Cuba from the English capture of Havana in 1762 to the present with 
emphasis on this century.

From Colony to Nationhood in Mexico

A landmark in Lascasian scholarship: the work of seventeen scholars, contributions span the fields of 
history, Latin American studies, literary criticism, philosophy and theology.

Cuba Or The Pursuit Of Freedom

NAMED A BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 BY THE SUNDAY TIMES, TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT, 
THE TABLET AND THE LADY 'This book is a terrific read ... I could not put it down' Matthew Restall, 
Literary Review The 'conquistadores', the early explorers and settlers of Spanish America, have 
become the stuff of legends and nightmares. In their own time, they were glorified as heroic adventurers, 
spreading Christian culture and helping to build an empire unlike any the world had ever seen. Today, 
they stand condemned for their cruelty and exploitation, as men who decimated the ancient civilizations 
of the Aztecs and the Incas, and carried out horrific atrocities in their pursuit of gold and glory. In 
Conquistadores, Mexican historian Fernando Cervantes cuts through the layers of myth and fiction to 
immerse the reader in the world of the late-medieval imperialist. It is a world as unfamiliar to us as the 
Indigenous peoples of the New World were to the conquistadores themselves. Drawing upon a wide 
range of sources including diaries, letters, chronicles and treatises, Cervantes reframes the story of 
the Spanish conquest of the New World, set against the political and intellectual landscape from which 
its main actors emerged. At the heart of the story are the conquistadores, whose epic ambitions and 
moral contradictions defined an era. From Columbus to Cortés, Pizarro and beyond, the explorers we 
think we know come alive in this thought-provoking and illuminating account of a period that irrevocably 
altered the course of world history. 'Enlightening ... Conquistadores makes for fascinating reading' Jude 
Webber, Financial Times

The Spanish Civil War



Papers from the 1986 Summer Seminar, "Empire, Province, and Village in Aztec History."

Fifth Sun

The era from 1400 to 1800 saw intense biological, commercial, and cultural exchanges, and the creation 
of global connections on an unprecedented scale. Divided into two books, Volume 6 of the Cambridge 
World History series considers these critical transformations. The first book examines the material and 
political foundations of the era, including global considerations of the environment, disease, technology, 
and cities, along with regional studies of empires in the eastern and western hemispheres, crossroads 
areas such as the Indian Ocean, Central Asia, and the Caribbean, and sites of competition and conflict, 
including Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Mediterranean. The second book focuses on patterns of 
change, examining the expansion of Christianity and Islam, migrations, warfare, and other topics on 
a global scale, and offering insightful detailed analyses of the Columbian exchange, slavery, silver, 
trade, entrepreneurs, Asian religions, legal encounters, plantation economies, early industrialism, and 
the writing of history.

Architecture Since 1400

The extraordinary tale of a shipwrecked Spaniard who walked across America in the sixteenth century 
In 1527, a mission set out from Spain to colonize Florida. But the expedition went horribly wrong: 
delayed by a hurricane and knocked off course by a colossal error of navigation, the mission quickly 
became a desperate journey of survival. Of the three hundred men who had embarked, only four 
survived--three Spaniards and an African slave. This tiny band endured a horrific march through Florida, 
a harrowing raft passage across the Louisiana coast, and years of enslavement in the American 
Southwest. They journeyed for almost ten years in search of the Pacific Ocean that would guide them 
home, seeing lands, peoples, plants, and animals that no outsider had before. In this enthralling tale of 
four castaways wandering in an unknown land, Andrés Reséndez brings to life the vast, dynamic world 
of North America just a few years before European settlers would transform it forever.

Cuba

ONE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES’S 100 NOTABLE BOOKS OF 2020 ONE OF VANITY FAIR’S BEST 
BOOKS OF 2020 New York Times bestselling author Lesley Blume reveals how a courageous reporter 
uncovered one of the greatest and deadliest cover-ups of the 20th century — the true effects of the 
atom bomb — potentially saving millions of lives. In the days following the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, the Japanese surrendered unconditionally. But even before the surrender, the US had 
begun a secret propaganda campaign to celebrate these weapons as the ultimate peacekeepers — 
hiding the true extent and nature of their devastation. The cover-up intensified as Americans closed 
the atomic cities to Allied reporters, preventing information from leaking about the horrific and lasting 
effects of radiation that would kill thousands of people during the months after the blast. For nearly a 
year, the cover-up worked — until New Yorker journalist John Hersey got into Hiroshima and reported 
the truth to the world. As Hersey and his editors prepared his article for publication, they kept the 
whistleblowing story secret — even from most of their New Yorker colleagues. When the magazine 
published ‘Hiroshima’ in August 1946, it became an instant global sensation, and inspired pervasive 
horror about the weapons that had been covertly waged in America’s name. Since 1945, no nuclear 
weapons have ever been deployed in war, partly because Hersey alerted the world to their true, 
devastating impact. This knowledge has remained among the greatest deterrents to using them since 
the end of World War II. Released on the 75th anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing, Fallout is an 
engrossing detective story, as well as an important piece of hidden history, which shows how one 
heroic scoop saved — and can still save — the world.

An Unfinished History of the World

The Spanish conquest of the Americas in the 16th century was one of the most important and 
cataclysmic events in history. Spanish expeditions endured incredible hardships in order to open up 
the lands of the 'New World', and few stories in history can match these for drama and endurance. 
In Conquistadors, Michael Wood follows in the footsteps of some of the greatest of the Spanish 
adventurers travelling from the forests of Amazonia to Lake Titicaca, the deserts of North Mexico, 
the snowpeaks of the Andes and the heights of Machu Picchu. He experiences the epic journeys 
of Cortes, Pizarro, Orellana and Cabeza de Vaca, and explores the turbulent and terrifying events 
surrounding the Spanish conquest of the Aztec and Inca empires. Wood brings these stories to vivid life, 



highlighting both the heroic accomplishments and the complex moral legacy of the European invasion. 
Conquistadors is Michael Wood at his best - thoughtful, provocative and gripping history.

Bartolomé de las Casas, O.P.

For hundreds of years, the history of the conquest of Mexico and the defeat of the Aztecs has been told 
in the words of the Spanish victors. Miguel León-Portilla has long been at the forefront of expanding 
that history to include the voices of indigenous peoples. In this new and updated edition of his classic 
The Broken Spears, León-Portilla has included accounts from native Aztec descendants across the 
centuries. These texts bear witness to the extraordinary vitality of an oral tradition that preserves the 
viewpoints of the vanquished instead of the victors. León-Portilla's new Postscript reflects upon the 
critical importance of these unexpected historical accounts.

Conquistadores

An unprecedented account of the long-term cultural and political influences that Mexican-Americans 
will have on the collective character of our nation.In considering the largest immigrant group in American 
history, Gregory Rodriguez examines the complexities of its heritage and of the racial and cultural 
synthesis--mestizaje--that has defined the Mexican people since the Spanish conquest in the sixteenth 
century. He persuasively argues that the rapidly expanding Mexican American integration into the 
mainstream is changing not only how Americans think about race but also how we envision our 
nation. Brilliantly reasoned, highly thought provoking, and as historically sound as it is anecdotally rich, 
Mongrels, Bastards, Orphans, and Vagabonds is a major contribution to the discussion of the cultural 
and political future of the United States.

Aztec Imperial Strategies

The History of the Conquest of New Spain by Bernal Diaz del Castillo, a new abridgement of Diaz del 
Castillo's classic Historia verdadera de la conquista de Nueva España, offers a unique contribution to 
our understanding of the political and religious forces that drove the great cultural encounter between 
Spain and the Americas known as the "conquest of Mexico." Besides containing important passages, 
scenes, and events excluded from other abridgements, this edition includes eight useful interpretive 
essays that address indigenous religions and cultural practices, sexuality during the early colonial 
period, the roles of women in indigenous cultures, and analysis of the political and economic purposes 
behind Diaz del Castillo's narrative. A series of maps illuminate the routes of the conquistadors, the 
organization of indigenous settlements, the struggle for the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan, as well as 
the disastrous Spanish journey to Honduras. The information compiled for this volume offers increased 
accessibility to the original text, places it in a wider social and narrative context, and encourages further 
learning, research, and understanding.

The Cambridge World History

A Land So Strange

https://chilis.com.pe | Page 8 of 8


