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This article explores how civilization serves as a crucial measure for the development of both individuals
and society. It delves into the various facets of human progress, examining key indicators that signify
evolution in collective well-being and personal advancement.

Educators may refer to them when designing or updating course structures.
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Making Uzbekistan

In Making Uzbekistan, Adeeb Khalid chronicles the tumultuous history of Central Asia in the age of the
Russian revolution. He explores the complex interaction between Uzbek intellectuals, local Bolsheviks,
and Moscow to sketch out the flux of the situation in early-Soviet Central Asia. His focus on the Uzbek
intelligentsia allows him to recast our understanding of Soviet nationalities policies. Uzbekistan, he
argues, was not a creation of Soviet policies, but a project of the Muslim intelligentsia that emerged
in the Soviet context through the interstices of the complex politics of the period. Making Uzbekistan
introduces key texts from this period and argues that what the decade witnessed was nothing short of
a cultural revolution.

Internal Colonization

This book gives a radically new reading of Russia’s culturalhistory. Alexander Etkind traces how

the Russian Empire conqueredforeign territories and domesticated its own heartlands, therebycol-
onizing many peoples, Russians included. This vision ofcolonization as simultaneously internal and
external, colonizingone’s own people as well as others, is crucial for scholarsof empire, colonialism
and globalization. Starting with the fur trade, which shaped its enormous territory,and ending with
Russia’s collapse in 1917, Etkind exploresserfdom, the peasant commune, and other institutions of
internalcolonization. His account brings out the formative role of foreigncolonies in Russia, the self-col-
onizing discourse of Russianclassical historiography, and the revolutionary leaders’illusory hopes for an
alliance with the exotic, pacifistsectarians. Transcending the boundaries between history andliterature,
Etkind examines striking writings about Russia’simperial experience, from Defoe to Tolstoy and from
Gogol toConrad. This path-breaking book blends together historical, theoretical andliterary analysis
in a highly original way. It will be essentialreading for students of Russian history and literature and
foranyone interested in the literary and cultural aspects ofcolonization and its aftermath.

Russian Orientalism
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Here, the author examines Russian thinking about the Orient before the Revolution of 1917. He argues
that the Russian Empire's bi-continental geography and the complicated nature of its encounter with
Asia have all resulted in a variegated understanding of the East among its people.

The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform

Adeeb Khalid offers the first extended examination of cultural debates in Central Asia during Russian
rule. With the Russian conquest in the 1860s and 1870s the region came into contact with modernity.
The Jadids, influential Muslim intellectuals, sought to safeguard the indigenous Islamic culture by
adapting it to the modern state. Through education, literacy, use of the press and by maintaining
close ties with Islamic intellectuals from the Ottoman empire to India, the Jadids established a place
for their traditions not only within the changing culture of their own land but also within the larger
modern Islamic world. Khalid uses previously untapped literary sources from Uzbek and Tajik as

well as archival materials from Uzbekistan, Russia, Britain, and France to explore Russia's role as

a colonial power and the politics of Islamic reform movements. He shows how Jadid efforts paralleled
developments elsewhere in the world and at the same time provides a social history of the Jadid
movement. By including a comparative study of Muslim societies, examining indigenous intellectual life
under colonialism, and investigating how knowledge was disseminated in the early modern period, The
Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform does much to remedy the dearth of scholarship on this important
period. Interest in Central Asia is growing as a result of the breakup of the former Soviet Union, and
Khalid's book will make an important contribution to current debates over political and cultural autonomy
in the region.

Categories of Medieval Culture

On October 27, 1991, the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic declared its independence from the
Soviet Union. Hammer and sickle gave way to a flag, a national anthem, and new holidays. Seven
decades earlier, Turkmenistan had been a stateless conglomeration of tribes. What brought about this
remarkable transformation? Tribal Nation addresses this question by examining the Soviet effort in the
1920s and 1930s to create a modern, socialist nation in the Central Asian Republic of Turkmenistan.
Adrienne Edgar argues that the recent focus on the Soviet state as a "maker of nations" overlooks
another vital factor in Turkmen nationhood: the complex interaction between Soviet policies and
indigenous notions of identity. In particular, the genealogical ideas that defined premodern Turkmen
identity were reshaped by Soviet territorial and linguistic ideas of nationhood. The Soviet desire to
construct socialist modernity in Turkmenistan conflicted with Moscow's policy of promoting nationhood,
since many Turkmen viewed their "backward customs" as central to Turkmen identity. Tribal Nation

is the first book in any Western language on Soviet Turkmenistan, the first to use both archival and
indigenous-language sources to analyze Soviet nation-making in Central Asia, and among the few
works to examine the Soviet multinational state from a non-Russian perspective. By investigating Soviet
nation-making in one of the most poorly understood regions of the Soviet Union, it also sheds light on
broader questions about nationalism and colonialism in the twentieth century.

Tribal Nation

This fascinating study explores the intersection of postcolonial theory and medievalism. While the
latter has traditionally been defined primarily in terms of European nationalism, the essays in this
volume discuss medievalism in regions as wide-ranging as the United States, India, Latin America,
and Africa. This innovative approach demonstrates the ways alternative conceptions of medieval

and modern history can provide new insights into the idea of the Middle Ages and the origins and
legacy of colonialism. Through diverse and thought-provoking essays, the contributors demonstrate
that writing the Middle Ages has been key in colonial and postcolonial struggles over racial, ethnic,
and territorial identity. They also argue that colonial medievalisms are crucial to understanding the
history of entrenched temporal and political partitions, such as medieval/modern and East/West. The
essays are divided into four sections that address a set of related questions raised by the literary and
political intersections of medievalism and colonialism. Each section is followed by a response—two
are by postcolonial theorists and two by medievalists—that carefully considers the essay's arguments
and comments on its implications for the respondent’s field of study. This volume is the first to bring
medievalists and postcolonial scholars into conversation about the shared histories of their fields and
the potential for mutual endeavor. Medievalisms in the Postcolonial World will both redirect scholarship
in medievalism and inform approaches to temporality in postcolonial studies.

Medievalisms in the Postcolonial World



This book attempts to reconstruct the beliefs and perceptions of the "silent majority” of medieval men
and women from the writings of clerical authors, aimed at a wide audience. By scrutinizing the lives
of saints, miracle stories, descriptions of fantastic travels, penitential literature, catechisms and similar
genres, from the fifth to the fifteenth centuries, the author identifies elements of popular culture that
found their way into Latin literature through mutual interaction between author and audience. The author
thus offers a fresh and original insight into the world of the common man, his everyday habits, beliefs
and behavior.

Medieval Popular Culture

Marc Raeff investigates the early development of the Russian intelligentsia, a unique social and political
force that was instrumental in westernizing its country and fermenting the revolutionary movement.

Origins of the Russian Intelligentsia

The prose of Osip Mandelstam: The noise of time, Theodosia, The Egyptian stamp
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