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Japanese Discourse Markers

This book is one of the pioneering historical pragmatic studies of Japanese. It closely illustrates

the usage and contributions of some Japanese discourse markers, and reveals their developmental
history. The section on Synchronic Analysis explores the previously uninvestigated functions of some
discourse markers used in Present Day Japanese. Moment by moment in on-going conversations,
where culturally rigidly-defined interactional norms are highly valued, a specific marker is chosen
and used by the speakers as their strategy, based on their quite subjective judgment. The section

on Diachronic Analysis then demonstrates chronologically how the meanings and forms of the same
markers have come into being. Results include some noticeable changes related to the strengthened
intersubjectivity. This multi-dimensional study also discusses the relevance of findings to typological
characteristics and productivity. Consideration is further given to why certain expressions (rather than
others) become discourse markers and independent forms in Japanese.
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Discourse markers constitute an important part of linguistic communication, and research on this
phenomenon has been a thriving field of study over the past three decades. However, a problem that
has plagued this research is that these markers exhibit a number of structural characteristics that are
hard to interpret based on existing methodologies, such as grammaticalization. This study argues that
it is possible to explain such characteristics in a meaningful way. It presents a cross-linguistic survey of
the development of discourse markers, their important role in communication, and their relation to the
wider context of sociocultural behaviour, with the goal of explaining their similarities and differences
across a typologically wide range of languages. By giving a clear definition of discourse markers, it
aims to provide a guide for future research, making it essential reading for students and researchers
in linguistics, and anyone interested in exploring this fascinating linguistic phenomenon.

Different Slants on Grammaticalization

This volume on grammaticalization focuses on new theoretical and methodological challenges under-
pinning language change. It provides new approaches and insights deepening our understanding of
the cognitive, pragmatic, and socio-cultural mechanisms that trigger the formation and the change

of grammars. In this volume, grammaticalization is dealt with diachronically, synchronically and as a
by-product of dialogic interaction. Another key feature of this book is language diversity; as it includes
studies on language families ranging from Niger-Congo, Koreanic, Japonic, Sino-Tibetan to Germanic
and Romance. The novel aspects of grammaticalization addressed are new slants on the fundamental
debate about grammaticalization as expansion vs reduction; the grammatical formation of ideophones;
the semantic domain of fear as a source and a trigger of grammatical change, and many other aspects
of semantic and morphosyntactic development.

Discourse Markers

A collection of papers on discourse markers in different languages, presented at the fifth conference
of the International Pragmatics Association, Mexico, in the summer of 1996.

Discourse Markers in Native and Non-native English Discourse

While discourse markers have been examined in some detalil, little is known about their usage by
non-native speakers. This book provides valuable insights into the functions of four discourse markers
(so, well, you know and like) in native and non-native English discourse, adding to both discourse
marker literature and to studies in the pragmatics of learner language. It presents a thorough analysis
on the basis of a substantial parallel corpus of spoken language. In this corpus, American students who
are native speakers of English and German non-native speakers of English retell and discuss a silent
movie. Each of the main chapters of the book is dedicated to one discourse marker, giving a detailed
analysis of the functions this discourse marker fulfills in the corpus and a quantitative comparison
between the two speaker groups. The book also develops a two-level model of discourse marker
functions comprising a textual and an interactional level.

Beyond Misunderstanding

This book challenges two tacit presumptions in the field of intercultural communication research.
Firstly, misunderstandings can frequently be found in intercultural communication, although, one could
not claim that intercultural communication is constituted by misunderstandings alone. This volume
shows how new perspectives on linguistic analyses of intercultural communication go beyond the
analysis of misunderstanding. Secondly, intercultural communication is not solely constituted by the
fact that individuals from different cultural groups interact. Each contribution of this volume analyses
to what extent instances of discourse are institutionally and/or interculturally determined. These lin-
guistic reflections involve different theoretical frameworks, e.g. functional grammar, systemic functional
linguistics, functional pragmatics, rhetorical conversation analysis, ethno-methodological conversation
analysis, linguistic an-thro--pology and a critical discourse approach. As the contributions focus on t
he discourse of genetic counseling, gate-keeping discourse, international team co-operation, internation
al business communication, workplace discourse, internet communication, and lamentation discourse, t
he book exemplifies that the analysis of intercultural communication is organized in response to Soci
al needs and, therefore, may contribute to the social justification of linguisti

Emotive Communication in Japanese



It has become well recognized that affective dimensions of language constitute an integral part of

the linguistic system. Japanese provides a prime example of the significance of emotivity as it has
grammaticalized a wide variety of expressions to communicate affective information. The collected
articles demonstrate the rich diversity of emotive communication in Japanese and analyze various
expressions with theoretical perspectives that are often independent from Western models. This volume
reflects the influence of traditional Japanese scholars for whom examining affective-relational aspects
of language has long been a central concern. The authors are also influenced by more recent scholars
in Japanese pragmatics such as Susumu Kuno, Akio Kamio, and Senko K. Maynard. They also draw
on anthropological notions such as the inside vs. outside dichotomy that have been used to describe
Japanese society.

Discourse Modality

The emotional aspects of language have so far not received the attention they deserve. This study
focuses on nonpropositional, i.e. expressive and interactional meanings of Japanese signs, with special
emphasis on understanding their cognitive, psychological and social meanings. It shows how the
Japanese language is richly endowed to express personal voice and emotive nuances, and confronts
the theoretical issues related to this. The author proposes a new theoretical framework for Discourse
Modality, a primary concern for Japanese speakers, to analyze the 'expressiveness' of language.

The Contextualization of Language

This volume suggests a novel treatment of context in the analysis of everyday interaction. On a theoret-
ical level, it advocates a switch of focus from ‘context' as a preestablished, monolithic category which
constringes co-participants' verbal and nonverbal behaviour, to an active notion of ‘contextualization' in
order to make oneself understood, participants have to establish and maintain those shared contextual
frames which in turn are relevant to the local interpretation of their verbal and nonverbal activities.

On an empirical level, the volume contains exemplary analyses that show how participants employ
‘contextualization cues' of prosodic (rhythm, intonation, tempo, etc.) or nonverbal (gaze, gesture, etc.)
nature in order to 'achieve context'.The volume is also an appraisal of the theory of contextualization
developed by John Gumperz. In their contributions, researchers from various schools of research, such
as conversation analysis, micro-ethnography, phonetics/phonology and metapragmatics, relate their
work to this theory.

Historical Pragmatics

The Handbook of Historical Pragmatics provides an authoritative and accessible overview of this
versatile new field in pragmatics devoted to a diachronic study of language use and human interaction
in context. It covers all areas of historical pragmatics from grammaticalization theory to pragmatic
entities, such as discourse markers, speech acts and politeness to individual discourse domains
from scientific writing to literary discourse. Each contribution, written by a leading specialist, gives a
succinct, representative and up-to-date overview of research questions, theories, methods and recent
developments in the field.

Academic Writing

Writing is crucial to the academic world. It is the main mode of communication among scientists and
scholars and also a means for students for obtaining their degrees. The papers in this volume highlight
the intercultural, generic and textual complexities of academic writing. Comparisons are made between
various traditions of academic writing in different cultures and contexts and the studies combine
linguistic analyses with analyses of the social settings in which academic writing takes place and

is acquired. The common denominator for the papers is writing in English and attention is given to
native-English writers' and non-native writers' problems in different disciplines. The articles in the book
introduce a variety of methodological approaches for analyses and search for better teaching methods
and ways of improving the syllabi of writing curricula. The book as a whole illustrates how linguists
strive for new research methods and practical applications in applied linguistics.

Codeswitching on the Web

Based on a corpus of private email from Jamaican university students, this study explores the discourse
functions of Jamaican Creole in computer-mediated communication. From this participant-centered



perspective, it contributes to the longstanding theoretical debates in Creole studies about the 'Creole
continuum'. This book will likewise be useful to researchers of computer-mediated communication,
the use and development of non-standardized languages, language ecology, and code switching. The
central methodological issue in this study is code switching in a written medium, a neglected area of
study at the moment since most literature in code switching research is based on spoken data. The three
analytical chapters present the data in a critical discussion of established and more recent theoretical
approaches to code switching research. The fields of research that will benefit from this book include
pragmatics and discourse analysis, interactional sociolinguistics, Creole studies, English as a world
language, the study of language in computer-mediated communication, and linguistic anthropology.

Features of Naturalness in Conversation

The study describes a detailed and original piece of research work, investigating a very important genre
of human communication, and that is conversation. It provides a definition of the genre of conversation
by describing nine features of conversation, namely multiple sources, discourse coherence, language
as doing, co-operation, unfolding, open-endedness, artifacts, inexplicitness and shared responsibility.
These nine features of naturalness in conversation serve to distinguish conversation from specialized
discourse types. The study illustrates the nine defining features of conversation with authentic conver-
sational data collected surreptitiously in England. While this study is of native speakers of English, the
nine defining features of naturalness of English conversation are applicable to conversations conducted
in other languages.

Advice Online

Advice Online presents a comprehensive study of advice-giving in one particular American Internet
advice column, referred to as 'Lucy Answers'. The discursive practice investigated is part of a pro-
fessional and educational health program managed by an American university. The study provides
insights into the linguistic realization of both asking for and giving advice in a written form and thus
adds to the literature on advice columns as a specific text genre, on advice in health care contexts,
and on Internet communication. The book offers a comprehensive literature review of advice in health
encounters and other contexts, and uses this knowledge as a basis for comparison. Advice Online
demonstrates how qualitative and quantitative research methods can be successfully combined to
arrive at a comprehensive analysis of a discursive practice. It provides essential information on
advice-giving for researchers, academics and students in the fields of (Internet) communication, media
studies, pragmatics, social psychology and counseling. Health educators who work for advice columns
or use similar forms of communication will also benefit from the insights gained in this study.

The Pragmatics of Intercultural and International Communication

This volume contains a selection of papers from a special session of the International Pragmatics
Conference (Antwerp, August 1987) and from the Symposium on Intercultural Communication (Ghent,
December 1987). Studying the communicative styles of cultures and social groups, both at the
descriptive level and at the level of pragmatic theory construction, should be a target of pragmatics as
a discipline. A clear view is needed of the restrictions on adaptability involving potential fields of conflict
in intercultural and international communication. As the contributions to this volume demonstrate, very
little should be taken for granted in this respect.



Academic Voices

This book explores how the voices of authors and other researchers are manifested in academic
discourse, and how the author handles the polyphonic interaction between these various parties. It
represents a unique study of academic discourse in that it takes a doubly contrastive approach, focusing
on the two factors of discipline and language at the same time. It is based on a large electronic corpus of
450 research articles from three disciplines (economics, linguistics and medicine) in three languages
(English, French and Norwegian). The book investigates whether disciplines and languages may be
said to represent different cultures with regard to person manifestation in the texts. What is being
studied is thus cultural identities as tendencies in linguistic practices. For the majority of the features
focused on (e.g. metatext and bibliographical references), the discipline factor turns out to contribute
more strongly to the variation observed than the language factor. However, for some of the features (e.g.
pronouns and negation), the language factor is also quite strong. Additional background information
on the investigations reported in this book can be found at www.uib.no/kiap/.

Vocative Constructions in the Language of Shakespeare

This study investigates the functions, meanings, and varieties of forms of address in Shakespeare

s dramatic work. New categories of Shakespearean vocatives are developed and the grammar of
vocatives is investigated in, above, and below the clause, following morpho-syntactic, semantic, lexico-
graphical, pragmatic, social and contextual criteria. Going beyond the conventional paradigm of power
and solidarity and with recourse to Shakespearean drama as both text and performance, the study sees
vocatives as foregrounded experiential, interpersonal and textual markers. Shakespeare s vocatives
construe, both quantitatively and qualitatively, habitus and identity. They illustrate relationships or
messages. They reflect Early Modern, Shakespearean, and intra- or inter-textual contexts. Theoretically
and methodologically, the study is interdisciplinary. It draws on approaches from (historical) pragmatics,
stylistics, Hallidayean grammar, corpus linguistics, cognitive linguistics, socio-historical linguistics,
sociology, and theatre semiotics. This study contributes, thus, not only to Shakespeare studies, but
also to literary linguistics and literary criticism.

Second Language Interaction

Members of divergent societies are increasingly involved in interactional situations, both publicly and
privately, where participants do not share linguistic resources. Second language conversations have
become common everyday events in the globalized world, and an interest has evolved to determine
how interaction is conducted and understanding achieved in such asymmetric conversations. This
book describes how mutual intelligibility is established, checked and remedied in authentic interaction
between first and second language speakers, both in institutional and everyday situations. The study
is rooted in the interactional view on language, and it contributes to our knowledge on interactional
practices, in particular in cases where some doubt exists about the level of intersubjectivity between
the participants. It expands the traditional research agenda of conversation analysis that is based on
the concepts of ‘'membership’ and 'members’ shared competences'. By showing in detail how speakers
with restricted linguistic resources can interact successfully and achieve the (institutional) goals of
interactions, this study also adds to our knowledge of the questions that are central in second language
research, such as when and how the non-native speakers' 'linguistic output' is modified by themselves
or by the native speakers, or when the non-native speakers display uptake after these modifications.

Written Reliquaries
LC number: 2006049945

Negotiation of Contingent Talk
LC number: 2005048396

Talk and Practical Epistemology

Drawing on the methods of conversation analysis and ethnography, this book sets out to examine

the epistemological practices of Indo-Guyanese villagers as these are revealed in their talk and

daily conduct. Based on over eighty-five hours of conversation recorded during twelve months of
ethnographic fieldwork, the book describes both the social distribution of knowledge and the villagers'



methods for distinguishing between fact and fancy, knowledge and belief through close analyses of
particular encounters. The various chapters consider uncertainty and expertise in advice-giving, the
cultivation of ignorance in an attempt to avoid scandal, and the organization of peer groups through
the display of knowledge in the activity of reminiscing local history. An orienting chapter on questions
and an appendix provide an introduction to conversation analysis. The book makes a contribution to
linguistic anthropology, conversation analysis and cross-cultural pragmatics. The conclusion discusses
the implications of the analysis for current understanding of practice, knowledge and social organization
in anthropology and neighboring disciplines.

Collaborating Towards Coherence

This book approaches cohesion and coherence from a perspective of interaction and collaboration.
After a detailed account of various models of cohesion and coherence, the book suggests that it is
fruitful to regard cohesion as contributing to coherence, as a strategy used by communicators to help
their fellow communicators create coherence from a text. Throughout the book, the context-sensitive
and discourse-specific nature of cohesion is stressed: cohesive relations are created and interpreted
in particular texts in particular contexts. By investigating the use of cohesion in four different types of
discourse, the study shows that cohesion is not uniform across discourse types. The analysis reveals
that written dialogue (computer-mediated discussions) and spoken monologue (prepared speech)
make use of similar cohesive strategies as spoken dialogue (conversations): in these contexts the
communicators' interaction with their fellow communicators leads to a similar outcome. The book
suggests that this is an indication of the communicators' attempt to collaborate towards successful
communication.

Broadening the Horizon of Linguistic Politeness
LC number: 2005048400

The Dynamics of Language Use

This book brings together a collection of articles characterized by two main themes: the contrastive
study of parallel phenomena in two or more languages, and an essentially functional approach in which
language is regarded, first and foremost, as a rich and complex communication system, inextricably
embedded in sociocultural and psychological contexts of use. The majority of the studies reported are
empirical in nature, many making use of corpora or other textual materials in the language(s) under
investigation. The book begins with an introductory section in which the editors provide surveys of the
state of the art in both functional and contrastive linguistics. The other five sections of the volume are
devoted to (i) a cognitive perspective on form and function, (ii) information structure, (iii) collocations
and formulaic language, (iv) language learning, and (v) discourse and culture.

Speech and Thought Presentation in French

This book analyses and describes Speech and Thought Presentation (S&TP) in French from a broad
theoretical perspective, building bridges between linguistic, stylistic and narratological frameworks that
have until now been developed separately. It combines the French théorie de I'énonciation and different
Anglo-Saxon approaches of reported discourse into a harmonious whole, in order to create a new and
exciting paradigm for our conception of S&TP strategies. Basing its findings on actual corpora and going
beyond the canonical categories of reported discourse, it shows that the study of S&TP strategies is
essential to our understanding of phenomena as diverse as the evolution and categorization of literary
genres, the production and staging of ‘orality" in literature, the various conceptualizations of the notion of
‘Truth' in fiction and non-fiction, the expression of points of view in narrative, the structuring of rhetorical
strategies and the construction of the 'Self' versus the representation of the 'Other" in discourse.

Linguistic Dimensions of Crisis Talk

This book offers an HPSG-based discourse grammar for a controlled language (Air Traffic Control)
that allows the identification of well-formed discourse patterns. A formalisation of discourse theoretical
structures that occur especially in crisis situations that involve potential aviation disasters is introduced.
Of particular importance in this context are discourse sequences that help secure uptake among the
crew and between crew and tower in order to coordinate actions that might result in avoiding a potential
disaster. In order to describe the relevant phenomena, an extended HPSG formalism is used. The



extension concerns the capability of modelling speech acts as proposed by Searle & Vanderveken
(1985). The grammar is modelled by employing XML as a denotational semantics and is applied to the
corpus data. This work thus lays the foundation for the automatic recognition of discourse structures in
aviation communication.

Pragmatic Markers, Discourse Markers and Modal Particles

This book offers new perspectives into the description of the form, meaning and function of Pragmatic
Markers, Discourse Markers and Modal Particles in a number of different languages, along with new
methods for identifying their ‘prototypical’ instances in situated language contexts, often based on
cross-linguistic comparisons. The papers collected in this volume also discuss different factors at play
in processes of grammaticalization and pragmaticalization, which include contact-induced change
and pragmatic borrowing, socio-interactional functional pressures and sociopragmatic indexicalities,
constraints of cognitive processing, together with regularities in semantic change. Putting the traditional
issues concerning the status, delimitation and categorization of Pragmatic Markers, Discourse Markers
and Modal Particles somewhat off the stage, the eighteen articles collected in this volume deal
instead with general questions concerning the development and use of such procedural elements,
explored from different approaches, both formal and functional, and from a variety of perspectives —
including corpus-based, sociolinguistic, and contrastive perspectives — and offering language-specific
synchronic and diachronic studies.

New Directions in Grammaticalization Research

The articles in this volume examine a number of critical issues in grammaticalization studies, including
the relationship between grammaticalization and pragmaticalization, subjectification and intersubjec-
tification, and grammaticalization and language contact. The contributions consider data from a broad
range of spoken and signed languages, including Greek, Japanese, Nigerian Pidgin, Swedish, and
Turkish Sign Language. The authors work in a variety of theoretical frameworks, and draw on a number
of research traditions. The volume will be of primary interest to historical linguists, though the diversity of
approaches and sources of data mean that the volume is also likely have considerable general appeal.

New Trends in Grammaticalization and Language Change

The chapters in this volume present a state of the art of grammaticalization research in the 2010s. They
are concerned with the application of new models, such as constructionalization, the ongoing debate
about the status and modelling of the development of discourse markers, and reveal a renewed interest
in the typological application of grammaticalization and in the cognitive motivations for unidirectionality.
The contributors consider data from a wide range of languages, including several that have not or
marginally been looked at in terms of grammaticalization: Chinese, Dutch, (varieties of) English,
French, German, Japanese, Maltese, Old Saxon, Spanish, and languages of the South Caucasian and
Zhuang Tai-Kadai families. The chapters range from theoretical discussions to fine-grained analyses
of new historical and comparative language data. This volume will be of interest to linguists studying
morphosyntactic changes in a range of languages, and in particular to those interested in models for
grammatical change.

Variational Pragmatics

This collection of papers is designed to establish variational pragmatics. This new field is situated

at the interface of pragmatics and dialectology and aims at systematically investigating the effect of
macro-social pragmatic variation on language in action. As such, it challenges the widespread assump-
tion in the area of pragmatics that language communities are homogeneous and also addresses the
current research gap in sociolinguistics for variation on the pragmatic level. The introductory chapter
establishes the rationale for studying variational pragmatics as a separate field of inquiry, systematically
sketches the broader theoretical framework and presents a framework for further analysis. The papers
which follow are located within this framework. They present empirical variational pragmatic research
focusing on regional varieties of pluricentric languages. Speech acts and other discourse phenomena
are addressed and analysed in a number of regional varieties of Dutch, English, French, German and
Spanish. The seminal nature of this volume, its empirical orientation and the extensive bibliography
make this book of interest to both researchers and students in pragmatics and sociolinguistics.

The Japanese Sentence-final Particles in Talk-in-interaction



The Japanese sentence-final particles, "ne," "yo" and "yone" have proved notoriously difficult to
explain and are especially challenging for second language users. This book investigates the role

of the particles in talk-in-interaction with the aim of providing a comprehensive understanding that
accounts for their pragmatic properties and sequential functions and that provides a sound basis for
second language pedagogy. This study starts by setting up an original particle function hypothesis
based on the figure/ground "gestalt,” and then tests its validity empirically with unmarked, marked
and native/non-native talk-in-interaction data. The analysis illustrates not only expectable but also
unexpected or strategic use of particles, as well as the problems posed for native speakers by
non-native speakers whose use of particles is idiosyncratic. The study demonstrates that the proposed
hypothesis is capable of accounting for all the uses of particles in the extensive and varied data set
examined. This book will be of interest to students and scholars in pragmatics and CA and to teachers
of Japanese as a foreign language.

Mental Spaces in Discourse and Interaction

The cognitive theory of mental spaces and conceptual integration (MSCI) is a twenty-year-old,
cross-disciplinary enterprise that presently unfolds in academic circles on many levels of reflection
and research. One important area of inquiry where MSCI can be of immediate use is in the pragmatics
of written and spoken discourse and interaction. At the same time, empirical insights from the fields
of interaction and discourse provide a necessary fundament for the development of the cognitive
theories of discourse. This collection of seven chapters and three commentaries aims at evaluating
and developing MSCI as a theory of meaning construction in discourse and interaction. MSCI will
benefit greatly not only from empirical support but also from clearer refinement of its methodology
and philosophical foundations. This volume presents the latest work on discourse and interaction from
a mental spaces perspective, surely to be of interest to a broad range of researchers in discourse
analysis.

Mapping Genres, Mapping Culture

The purpose of this book is to contribute to our understanding of genre and genre variation in

the Japanese language in order to bring to consciousness the nature of Japanese culture and the
presuppositions, norms and values found within Japanese society. This type of knowledge enables
interventions and agency, as knowing how language works within a culture makes it possible to
consciously accept it or to influence and shape it into the future. The various chapters seek to explore
social contexts and the norms, values and practices of Japanese culture through the language choices
in analysed texts in literature, education, the workplace and in print-based media. These genres
collectively form part of the cultural fabric of Japan. The book represents a first step in documenting
a selected set of Japanese genres from a social semiotic perspective. It will be of interest to students
and scholars in a wide range of linguistic fields, such as Japanese descriptive linguistics, pragmatics,
sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, systemic functional linguistics and applied linguistics. It should
also appeal to teachers and learners of Japanese and to media commentators, students of literature,
cultural studies and journalism.

Represented Discourse, Resonance and Stance in Joking Interaction in Mexican Spanish

The book provides a new angle for the study of otherwise amply discussed discourse and in-
teractional phenomena. The new perspective consists in addressing the interconnections between
resonance, stance, represented discourse and joking in Mexican conversational discourse. In so doing,
it contributes to a better understanding of the interplay between collaboration, intersubjectivity and
emergence, among other relevant issues. Scholars and advanced students concerned with dialogic
syntax theory, stance theory and Spanish, will find the present analysis interesting and innovative.
However, the writing and methodology, based on clearly discussed and presented examples from
selected conversational excerpts, including graphic representations of linguistic and discourse data,
makes the analysis easy to follow also to non-specialists. The book is thus interesting to a broad circle of
readers, whether they are concerned with any of the issues dealt with or with their mutual connections,
whether they are specialists or not.

Constraints in Discourse



It is a commonplace to say that the meaning of text is more than the conjunction of the meaning of
its constituents. But what are the rules governing its interpretation, and what are the constraints that
define well-formed discourse? Answers to these questions can be given from various perspectives. In
this edited volume, leading scientists in the field investigate these questions from structural, cognitive,
and computational perspectives. The last decades have seen the development of numerous formal
frameworks in which the structure of discourse can be analysed, the most important of them being the
Linguistic Discourse Model, Rhetorical Structure Theory and Segmented Discourse Representation
Theory. This volume contains an introduction to these frameworks and the fundamental topics in
research about discourse constraints. Thus it should be accessible to specialists in the field as well
as advanced graduate students and researchers from neighbouring areas. The volume is of interest to
discourse linguists, psycholinguists, cognitive scientists, and computational linguists.

Information Highlighting in Advanced Learner English

This book presents the first detailed and comprehensive study of information highlighting in advanced
learner language, echoing the increasing interest in questions of near-native competence in SLA
research and contributing to the description of advanced interlanguages. It examines the production
and comprehension of specific means of information highlighting in English by native speakers and
German learners of English as a foreign language, presenting triangulated experimental and learner
corpus data as corroborating evidence. The study focuses on learners' use of discourse-pragmatically
motivated variations of the basic word order such as inversion, preposing, and it- and wh-clefts, an
underexplored field in SLA research to date.The book also provides a critical re-assessment of the
study of pragmatics within SLA. It has largely been neglected to date that L2 pragmatic knowledge
includes more than the sociopragmatic and pragmalinguistic abilities for understanding and performing
speech acts. Thus, the book argues for an extension of the scope of inquiry in interlanguage pragmatics
beyond the cross-cultural investigation of speech acts. It also discusses pedagogical implications for
foreign language teaching and will be of interest to applied linguists and SLA researchers, language
teachers and curriculum designers.

Studies in Language

The ten volumes of the Handbook of Pragmatics Highlights focus on the most salient topics in the field
of pragmatics, thus dividing its wide interdisciplinary spectrum in a transparent and manageable way.
While the other volumes select specific philosophical, cognitive, grammatical, cultural, interactional,
or discursive angles, this sixth volume focuses on the dynamic aspects of language and reviews the
relevant developments in variationist and diachronic scholarship. The areas explored in the volume
concern several general themes: specific methodological approaches, from comparative reconstruction
to evolutionary pragmatics; issues in intra-lingual variation in terms of standard and non-standard
varieties; cross-linguistic variation, including its cross-cultural dimension; and the study of diachronic
relations across linguistic patterns, including changes in all areas of pragmatic patterns and categories.
The contributions document two prominent and interrelated trends that shape contemporary variationist
and diachronic research. One, it has moved from situating change within context-independent systems
toward incorporating patterns of language use and the speaker’s role in language change. And two, it
has reoriented its focus away from cataloguing instances of variation and toward seeking theoretically
informed accounts that aim at explaining variation and change. On the whole, the volume argues for
accepting and developing actively a systematic connection between research in diachrony, synchronic
variation, and typology, while also incorporating the socio-cognitive perspective in linguistic analysis
as a particularly promising source of useful methodology and explanatory models.

Variation and Change

This innovative and interdisciplinary book on style shifting in Japanese brings together a wide range of
perspectives and methodologies—including discourse analysis, sociolinguistics, cognitive linguistics,
and functional linguistics—to look at a variety of types of style shifting in both spoken and written
Japanese discourse. Though diverse in approach, the contributions all reflect the belief that language
use is inextricably linked to both context and language structure in mutually constitutive relationships.
Topics covered include shifting between "polite” and "plain” styles, the emergence of a "semi-polite"”
style, speakers' strategic use of gendered styles or regional dialects, shifting between different deictic
expressions, and prosodic shifting. This careful and detailed examination advances our understanding
of the complex phenomenon of style shifting not only in Japanese, but also more generally, and will be of



interest to researchers and students in fields such as linguistics, linguistic anthropology, communication
studies, and second language acquisition and teaching.

Style Shifting in Japanese
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